






Gardner's Trust For The Blind 

Registered number: 207233 

Trustee's Report 

The Trustee presents its report along with the financial statements of Gardner's Trust for the Blind 
("the Charity") for the year ended 30 September 2024. The financial statements have been prepared 
·1n accordance with the accounting policies set out on pages 9-10 and comply with the applicable
law.

Legal Status 
The Charity was set up under the Will of Henry Gardner, who died in 1879; it has subsequently 
benefited from legacies from a variety of other benefactors. The Charity operates under a Trust 
Deed origlnal!y approved by the Court of Chancery in 1882, but which has been modified since on a 
number of occasions by Schemes approved by the Charity Commissioners, most recently during 
2010. 

Trustee and Appointment 
The following seliled as sole Trustee of the Charity during the year: 

- Gardner's Trustee

The following, all being Directors of Gardner's Trustee, served as members of the committee of 
management of the Charity during the year in that capacity: 

Dr R. Forster 
S.C. Jones
Dr J.W. Hawkins
Dr N.M. Berman
M.H. Burrows
Mrs OAH. Albarran
T.C. Thackeray (appointed 16.02.2024)

Charity Structure 

Gardner's Trust For The Blind is a registered charity with charity registration number 207233. There 
is one trustee, Gardner's Trustee, which is a charitable company limited by guarantee, with charity 
registration number 216147 and company registration number 112514. 

Risk Management 

The Trustee actively reviews the major risks that the Charity faces on a regular basis and believes 
that sufficient resources to provide for protection against adverse financial and other developments 
are provided by a combination of: 

- Maintenance of financial reselifes at a prudent level, with a proportion of the Charity's investments
held in relatively low risk investments.

- Periodic review (and the implementation of changes where necessary) of the operational controls

that are in place, particularly in relation to investments, banking and the approval and payment of
grants and annual grantees.

- When available at acceptable premium rates, insurance on certain classes of risk.
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Gardner's Trust For The Blind 

Registered number: 207233 

Trustee's Report 

Public Benefit Statement 

The Trustee confirms that it has referred to the guidance contained in the Charity Commission's 
genera! guidance on Public Benefit when reviewing the Trust's objectives and in planning future 
activities. 

Gardner's Trust for the Blind provides one-off and renewable grants to members of the public in the 
United Kingdom who are registered blind or partially sighted; it does this both directly and, 
sometimes, through other charities for the blind. Any member of the public satlsfying one of these 
criteria is free to apply and the Charity's committee of management, or those to whom it delegates 
day-to-day authority in respect of smaller appeals, considers all applications. 

The Charity works closely with other charities for the blind and with recognised almoners, such as 
local authorities; every effort is made to ensure that applicants are already receiving any statutory 
benefits to which they are entitled. 

Applications are considered on a case by case basis with priority being given to those cases where 
a grant beyond statutory entitlements can do the most good; for example, towards individuals 
setting up in business, helping meet the costs of higher education, or contributing towards 
equipment that will provide a higher quality of llfe. 

The Trustee confirms that it has complied with Section 17 (5) of the Charities Act 2011, to have due 
regard to the Charity Commission's general guidance on Public Benefit, 'Charities and Public 
Benefit'. 

This report was approved by the board on 2nd December 2024

1/, 

Dr JW Hawkins 
On behalf of the board of Gardner's Trustee 
Trustee 

and signed by its order. 
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Gardner's Trust For The Blind 

Registered number: 207233 

Balance Sheet 

as at 30 September 2024 

Fixed assets 
Investments 

Current assets 
Debtors 
Cash at bank 

Creditors: amounts falling due 

within one year 

Net current assets 

Net assets 

Reserves 
Unrestricted capital fund 
Unrestricted income fund 

Total reserves 

Notes 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

14 

The accounts were approved by the board on 2nd December 2024

Dr JW Hawkins 
On behalf of the board of Gardner's Trustee 
Trustee 

438 
_?34,979 
235,417 

(19,506) 

8 

2024 
£ 

4,166,481 

215,911 

4,382,392 

4,162,392 
220,000 

4,382,392 

592 
204,884 
205,476 

(11,193) 

2023 

£ 

3,760,375 

194,283 

3,954,658 

3,734,658 
220,000 

3,954,658 

and signed on its behalf. 


























