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LONDON NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

Registered Charity 206228 

 

Report of the society for the year ending 30 June 2022 

 

Objects 

The objects of the society are the study and recording of natural history, archaeology and other 

kindred subjects within twenty miles of St Paul’s Cathedral, the promotion of scientific 

investigations, the appreciation and conservation of the natural environment and the publication 

in the society’s journals of scientific and educational papers. Activities and achievements in 

respect of these objectives are described below. 

Governance: Council, Committees and Sections 

A Council of Trustees, comprising the officers (President Maria Roberts, Treasurer Mike West, 

& Secretary David Howdon handing over to Annie Wilson mid-term), up to ten members’ 

representatives and one representative of each of the society’s Sections (currently five) governs 

the society.  Jo Hatton, Angela Linnell, David Bevan, Ian Woodward, Jan Hewlett, Wendy 

Knight and Robin Blades represent the members.  Liz Andrew represented the London Bird Club 

section; Maureen Parry the Botany section, Anke Marsh the Ecology and Entomology section 

and Kat Duke the Hampstead Heath Survey section.  The post of Bookham Commons 

representative remained unfilled. 

As the President can serve for only two years, Maria will be stepping down at the end of the year 

and taking a break from the council.  We thank her for the selfless energy and enthusiasm with 

which she has led the society.  In accordance with rule 17(6), which limits elected membership 

of council to a continuous period of five years, we will also be saying farewell and thank you to 

Jo and Angela at the end of this year. 

We would love to fill all the vacancies on Council, so we would welcome people coming 

forward to join us. We are looking for people with a range of skills and interests, but you do not 

need to be an expert in natural history. 

The Administration and Finance Committee, chaired by Michael Wilsdon, meets five times a 

year to deal with delegated business. 

Despite a relaxation of restrictions, most people's work patterns have not returned to the pre-

covid norm and not everyone feels comfortable to use public transport, so the majority of society 

business has been conducted using Zoom technology. This can also make attendance easier for 

those who live further afield. 

The society is exploring accessibility considerations for outdoor meetings and plans to arrange 

some field meetings which are programmed with accessibility in mind. 
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Finances 

The annual financial report accompanies this report.  The society continues to receives a 

significant amount of income from members who pay under the gift aid scheme, and we are very 

grateful to them for doing this.  Members who pay sufficient tax to be eligible to use the gift aid 

scheme but are not signed up are encouraged to consider doing so. 

Activities 

The society continued to host fortnightly 'virtual' talks using Zoom.  The talks remain very 

popular and continue to attract new audience members from more geographically diverse 

locations than in-person meetings.  We extend our thanks to all of our speakers, who have 

generously shared their time and expertise to entertain us, and acknowledge the hard work of the 

virtual talks team to facilitate and support the talks. 

In July 2021 most of our outdoor activities were suspended due to the pandemic (although some 

individuals continued to survey Hampstead Heath) so we were delighted when field meetings 

resumed in September and very pleased that they have been well supported.  Many thanks to the 

walk leaders, new and old, and programme planners who volunteer their time and knowledge to 

make these events happen.  New leaders and attendees are always welcome. 

Regular monthly Saturday field meetings at Bookham Commons resumed in March 2022.  The 

LNHS ecological survey of Bookham Commons, a Site of Special Scientific Interest near 

Leatherhead in Surrey, has been running continuously for eighty years with the result that 

Bookham Commons is one of the best-documented sites in the UK.  The London Naturalist 100 

included Steve Mellor’s report on botanical records at Bookham Commons since 2002, 

comparing these with the three previous surveys back to 1953.  Members are strongly 

encouraged to visit this wonderful site and contribute to the survey. We would love to be able to 

form a new committee to guide this work. 

Journals and other publications 

The London Naturalist 100 (2021), ably edited by Nick Rutter for the final time, was distributed 

to members in December.  It comprises annual reports from officers and articles of interest 

covering natural history and archaeology of the London area contributed by members.  The 

editorial team continues to produce a high-quality journal of which the society can be proud. 

The London Bird Report No 85 for the year 2020 was published in May 2022.  This annual 

publication is a tribute to the many individuals who contribute, from the record submissions, 

verification, data manipulation, species accounts write up and review, to photo selection and 

design for printing and final dispatch. We thank everyone involved. 

The Newsletter edited by Mark Burgess and published four times a year continued to provide 

members with regular news on the activities and operation of the society, and members’ 

contributions.  We encourage all members, old and new, to consider submitting items for 

publication. The August 2021 Newsletter was accompanied by the redesigned programme of 

events which has been well received. 
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Leslie Williams (LNHS Butterfly Recorder) is leading the project to update ‘The Butterflies of 

the London Area’, originally published in 1987.  Colin Plant (LNHS Moth Recorder) and Les 

Evans Hill are updating the 'Larger Moths of the London Area' published in 1993 using data 

recorded up to 31st December 2022.  Mark Spencer (LNHS Flowering Plant Recorder & 

Vascular Cryptogam Recorder) is working on an update to 'Flora of the London Area' published 

in 1983.  Each of these publications will contribute to the conservation of London habitats and 

wildlife. 

Keiron Brown and Anke Marsh have made great progress with the LNHS website re-design.  

The events calendar and news sections are proving very useful in keeping members and non-

members up to date.  And we thank our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram editors for their 

contributions too – they do achieve results in publicising the Society and its events!  Mike Trier 

has also been creative in his exploration of new avenues for making the Society more widely 

known. 

Membership 

177 new members joined the society during the year.  This was down from last year’s 

exceptionally high number of 245, but still significantly higher than the average of 98 new 

members per annum in the previous five years.  We believe that many of the new members have 

joined because of the virtual talks programme and hope some have participated in field meetings 

and other in-person events as they resumed. 

The total membership at 30 September 2022 was 1020, up slightly from 1008 at the same time in 

the previous year.  This is a welcome increase from an average of 899 in the five years before 

that and continues to reverse a declining trend.  We hope that the quality of our events and 

publications will continue to demonstrate the fascination of London’s natural history and 

encourage people to maintain their membership. 

While many new members are attracted by our website and social media presence, we are very 

grateful to existing members who recruit friends who they think will enjoy what we have to 

offer.  We encourage people to keep doing this and help the Society to continue to grow.  

Everyone is welcome to join field meetings or virtual talks to get a taste of the Society before 

they join. 

We are very sorry to record the deaths of the following members (date of joining in brackets) 

during the year and thank them for their support of the society, in several cases over many 

decades: Mrs Sue Adshead (1991), Mrs Margaret Bagley (2021), Mr Bruce Carson (2015), Mr 

Michael Deans (1980), Mr John Fitzpatrick (1975), Mr David Harris (1957), Dr Geoffrey Joyce 

(2004), Mr Peter Jupp (1979), Mrs Jean Neal (1964), Miss Mary Rawitzer (1998), Professor 

Richard Robinson (2004), Mr Colin Turner (1947), Mr Anthony Vaughan (1958), Mr Philip 

Vines (1991), Mr Jeffery Wheatley (1964), Dr Stephen Wood (1978). 
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Recording and research 

Thanks go to all of our recorders for their continuing hard work.  They do an invaluable job of 

gathering data on most of the species to be found in the London area, ensuring that the 

information is shared, and generously help individuals with their enquiries. 

In early 2022, the London Natural History Society was awarded a 30-month grant from the City 

of London Corporation for a pilot study to map key flora, fungi and lichens in the different 

habitats on the Heath. This study, known as the Millennial Flora of Hampstead Heath Project 

2022 (in reference to the Society’s previous survey in 2000), led by Liz Andrew (the Hampstead 

Heath Survey Chair) will provide a baseline to monitor changes that might occur in the future 

due to habitat degradation or/or climate change. 

In 2022, the Rewild London Programme awarded LNHS and partners a project to map and 

improve hedgehog and wildlife populations in north London.  Led by the Institute of Zoology 

and Jeff Waage, on behalf of LNHS, the project focuses on the possibility of improving and 

linking established populations in Regents Park and Hampstead Heath, particularly through local 

Sites of Interest for Nature Conservation (SINCs).  Camera traps have been set up in local SINCs 

and an online survey with local residents’ associations had 200 responses, with about 25% of 

respondents reporting sightings in the past five years. 

Library 

The LNHS library, located in the Angela Marmont Centre for UK Biodiversity in the Natural 

History Museum, is an important resource for both the public (for reference) and LNHS 

members (for borrowing) providing access to a wide range of out of print and hard to find natural 

history titles.  Following reduction of covid restrictions, under the care of Julie Berk the LNHS 

Librarian, the library re-opened to visitors in November 2021 on Wednesdays.  From April 2022 

the library also opened every third Saturday per month. We are now running additional activities 

such as visiting the wildlife garden and looking at specimens in collaboration with the Angela 

Marmont Centre, to attract more LNHS members to attend.  Members are strongly encouraged to 

make use of this very valuable asset.  Many thanks to Julie Berk for all her hard work. 

Conservation of the natural environment 

Rich habitats are still under threat from developers. The society is often asked to lend its voice to 

protest against such developments.  Council’s view is that an appropriate campaigning body in 

such cases is the London Wildlife Trust, the LNHS being better placed to provide evidence-

based advice if required.  Our partnership with GiGL helps ensure that our high-quality validated 

records are available for such purposes. 

 

 

This report has been prepared with due regard to the Charity Commission’s guidance on public 

benefit. 
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LONDON NATURAL HISTORY SOCTETY
(Charity Registered Number * 206228)

Inilependent ExamineCsReport to the Trustees of
London Natural HlstorY SocietY

I report to the trustees on my oxamination of the acsounts of the London N*ural History sooiety ('the-

char'ity,) for the year ended 3O Joo* 2022 whictr comprise of receipts and payments and the statement of

assets atd liabilities.

This r-eport is made solely to the charity's trustees, as a body, in accordanse urith seotion 145 Chadties Act

2011. My work has been undertaken so that I might state to iG ch*rity's trustees those metters r arn requited

to state to them in this report and for no other puqpor". To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do r,r9t

accept or assuflls resporuiilility to anyone other ihan the cfoarity and the charity's members as a body, for this

reporf, or for the opinions I have formed.

RESPONSIBILITMS AND BASIS OF REPORT
As the trustees of the chadty you ars responsible for the preparation af the accounts in accordafice mth the

requirements of the Chmities Act 2011 ('The Aot'),

I report in respeot of my examination of the charity's ac,counts can'ied out under section 145 of the Act and in

oar.rying out my examination I have followed atl iUe applicable Direotions given by the Charity Commission

under section 1a5(5)(b) of the Act.

An independent examination does not involve gathering alt the evidsnce that would be required in an audit

*A **n**qoentiy does not cover all the mattirs that an auditor considers in giving their opinion on the

accounts. itu prum"g and conduct of an audit goes beyond the limited assuraflce that an independent

examination ouo proriiu. Consequently, I express io audit opinion on the aseounts and my report is limited

to those speciflc matters set out in the independent examiner's statement.

INI}EPENI}ENT EXAMINER}S STATEMENT

I have oompleted my examination. I confirm that no materiel matters have come to my attention in connection

with the examination liolng me cause ts believe that in any material lespeot:

I have no coilcerf,s and have come aoross no other nratters in cornection with the examination to whioh

attention should he drawn in this roport in order to enable a proFer understanding of the aocounts to be

reaohed,

&
RJ SearsFCCA
MeyerWilliams
Chartered Accountairts
Stag House,
OIdLondonRoad
Her$ord,
Herts,
SGI3 ?LA

Date: c€t SeaS**lo.er Aoz>


