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READING DISPENSARY TRUST  
TRUSTEES REPORT  

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2021  

The Trustees present their Annual Report together with the audited financial statements 
of Reading Dispensary Trust for the year ended 31 December 2021. The Trustees confirm 
that the Annual Report and the financial statements of the charity comply with the current 
statutory requirements, the requirements of the governing document, the Charities Act 
2011, the Statement Of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their 
accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting standard applicable in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective October 2019).  

Objectives and activities for the public benefit  

by the constitution. Grants are given for equipment and services not available through 
statutory sources to those suffering from physical and mental illness or disability, living 
within a seven mile radius of the centre of Reading. Applications are received via caring 
organisations, charities, local councils, NHS departments, Citizens Advice etc. A list of 
sources of applications is attached.  

Grant-making policy  
Applications are very varied, including requests for household items - fridges, washing 
machines, as well as contributions to more expensive items such as carpet and motorized 
wheelchairs, amongst others. All applications need to comply with the objects of the 
Charity for a grant to be given. The more unusual grants given in the year ending 2021 
have been arts and craft sessions, hydrotherapy sessions, driving lessons. Applications 
are assessed on a monthly basis by a sub-committee of three members of the Trust. 

The pandemic has not affected the work of the charity. The Trust will try to respond to 
applications as quickly as possible and urgent requests can be dealt with on a faster 
basis. Any applications over £500.00 are taken to the quarterly Trust meeting for 
approval.  

Achievement and performance review  
In response to the Covid-19 pandemic in March 2020, the Trust decided to put aside 
£5,000 and to create a small sub-committee to deal swiftly with urgent requests for help 
from other charities. The trustees decided that in 2021 they would continue to make funds 
available for Covid-related awards. To this end the trustees awarded two grants, one of 
£500.00 to Berkshire Vision for the provision of special lockdown activity packs and 
£4,774.00 to the Ridgeline Trust Therapeutic Garden to start a horticultural therapy 
project with Reading University Medical Practice.  
 
The funds from Reading Dispensary Trust provided equipment start-up costs, 
horticultural supplies and funding for the clients. Funds for the latter were awarded in two 
tranches subject to receipt of an interim report half way through the funding process.  
 
At the end of the funding, Ridgeline Trust submitted a Final Report and have 
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subsequently found more funding to continue the valuable work which Reading 
 

 
During the financial year there were 95 grants were made to individuals, while 5 were 
made to organizations. Grants to individuals totaled £32,014, while grants to 
organizations amounted to £7,774. The average individual grant given was £240.00 and 
ranged from £40.00 for a microwave to £950.00 for an electric wheelchair. The Trust 
shared four grants with Berkshire Nurses in Sickness and Relief.  
 
Notable in 2021, were the applications from Social Prescribers; there were 7 applications 
from social prescribers based at Reading Voluntary Action, and one from the University 
of Reading Medical Practice.  Their requests ranged from hydrotherapy sessions to a 
package of basic household goods. 
 
The three organizations who have submitted the most requests are: Reading Borough 
Council (39); Communicare (13) and the charity for the homeless, Launchpad (13). The 
trust also awarded a grant to the Wokingham Salvation Army for driving lessons for a 
victim of modern slavery.  

In October, the Trust decides if remaining income allows for them to make grants to local 
organisations, in 2021 three organizations requested funding at this time; Read for Good 

-
school children with special needs and Berkshire Autistic Society. All three applicants 
were successful. Read for Good was awarded £500.00 for books for th
Promise was awarded £1,000 for multiethnic toys; Berkshire Autistic Society £1,000 for a 
summer 2022 outing. 

Financial Review  
The main source of income for the Trust is from its investments, this income has to cover 
both the running costs and grant making activities. During the year under review 
administration costs were kept under control and income compared well with previous 
years. There were 95 applications in 2021, 19 fewer than 2020.   

Investment Policy  
The charity has an Endowment and General Fund and under its governing documents 
can use all its income from both funds in achieving its charitable objectives. As such it is 
important that the Charity maintains the value of its investments in real terms and that 
income increases. Therefore the Charity is a long term investor and the investment 
objective is a balanced return from income and from capital growth. Investments are 
managed by professional stockbrokers, but all decisions as to purchase and sale are 
made by the trustees, after considering appropriate advice.  

Risk Management  
The principal risks faced by the Trust lie in the performance of investments and the 
capacity of the Trust to make effective grants. Suitable insurance is maintained in respect 
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SOURCES OF INDIVIDUAL APPLICATIONS 2021  

ALANA HOUSE/PACT 1 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY ACTION 2 

 

COMMUNICARE 13  

COMMUNICARE/SUE RYDER 1 

GRAFT 1 

HOMESTART 1 

 
LAUNCHPAD 13 
 
MENCAP 2 
 
METROPOLITAN THAMES VALLEY HOUSING 3 
 
MOBILITY TRUST 1 
 
READING ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND 3  
 
READING CAB 1  
 
READING MENCAP 2 
 
READING REFUGEE SUPPORT 1 
 
READING SOCIAL SERVICES & HOUSING DEPARTMENT  
Adult Social Care 9 

 
Housing Support Team 1  
Social Inclusion 25 
 
RVA SOCIAL PRESCRIBERS 7  
 

 
 
STEPPING FORWARD 3 
 
STROKE ASSOCIATION 1  
 
UNIVERSITY OF READING MEDICAL PRACTICE 1 
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WEST BERKS SENSORY  1 

 
WOKINGHAM SALVATION ARMY 1  

TOTAL: 95 

 
 
GRANTS TO ORGANISATIONS 2021 
 
READ FOR GOOD 
  
   £500.00 
 
BERKSHIRE AUTISTIC SOCIETY 
 
          Summer outing                                                                          £1,000 
 
BERKSHIRE VISION 
      
        Activity Packs for lockdown                                                         £500.00 
 

 
        
         Multiethnic toys                                                                           £1,000 
 
RIDGELINE TRUST THERAPEUTIC GARDEN 
        
           Funding for a joint project with Green Health Thames Valley to support those 
with Covid  related anxiety from Reading University Health Practice           £4,774                                                                                    
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