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Introduction 

The Trust was created by a Deed dated 29 December 1950, that sets out the 

circumstances in which the Donor, Mr John White, a prominent Boot and Shoe 

Manufacturer in Rushden and Higham Ferrers, provided the Trust with a sum of 

£10,000-00, property situated in Wood Street, Higham Ferrers and an area of land in 

Midland Road, Higham Ferrers (on which the Trust Homes were subsequently built). 

This endowment, including the proceeds from the sale of the Wood Street property 

were used to finance the construction of the nine Trust Homes which are now known 

as The John White Close, being occupied at a nominal rent by elderly persons 

selected as beneficiaries of the Trust in accordance with criteria set out in the Trust 

Deed. 

 

The Trustees 

The Trust Deed provides for a maximum of eleven, and not less than four trustees, 

with provision for four ‘Family Trustees’, three ‘Corporation Trustees’, the Vicar of 

Higham Ferrers and an ‘Additional Trustee’ to represent the non-conformists in the 

locality. 

 

The original ‘Family Trustees’ comprised the Donor, Mr John White, his wife, and his 

daughter Mrs Florence E Wilson together with her husband, Mr John L Wilson. The 

last surviving original trustee, Mrs Wilson died in 1999. At the present time the 

‘Family Trustees’ are Mr David R Hill, Mr Bert Jackson and Mr David Hudson.  The 

‘Corporation Trustees’ were originally to be nominated by the Higham Ferrers Borough 

Council, being succeeded by the Higham Ferrers Town Council in 1974. The Trust 

Deed suggests that the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Town Clerk should be nominated 

and this has been the case. For the year to May 2020 the Mayor and Deputy Mayor 

were Councillors Chris O’Rourke and Christina Reavey thereafter Councillor Christina 

Reavey and Chris O’Rourke. The Town Clerk was Mrs Sandra Mitcham. Canon 

Richard Stainer was a Trustee from May 2014 by virtue of being Vicar of Higham 



Ferrers. Reverend Michelle Dalliston was appointed 17th June 2020 by virtue of being 

his replacement and Interim Vicar of Higham Ferrers. Reverend Margaret Eales was 

appointed as the ‘Additional Trustee’ to represent the non-conformists in July 2015. 

On the 17th June 2020 Mr Brian Kirk was appointed as the ‘Additional Trustee’ 

replacing Reverend Margaret Eales who moved from Higham Ferrers to take up a new 

ministry position. Mr Brain Kirk, a resident of Higham Ferrers since his marriage in 

1969, holds the position of Church Steward and Property Steward on the Methodist 

Church Council.  

 

The Objects of the Trust 

The objects of the Trust as set out within the Trust deed are as follows: 

“To alleviate the hardships of persons of either sex of limited means residing or 

who have resided in or near the Borough of Higham Ferrers aforesaid or 

elsewhere in the United Kingdom by all or any of the following methods (that is to 

say):- 

(a) The provision of houses or lodgings or apartments for such persons or some 

of them respectively at rents or free of rents within their his or her means 

(b) The provision of financial assistance to all or any of such persons for such 

period or periods (whether continuous or discontinuous) as the Trustees may 

from time to time at their absolute discretion think fit 

(c) The fixing of the maximum rents to be paid for the properties respectively for 

the time being held in trust for the charity 

(d) The acquisition from time to time for the purposes of the charity of other 

property (whether freehold or leasehold held for a term of which not less than 

60 years is still unexpired at the time of the acquisition) such property as and 

when acquired (unless and until the said lands and funds have been vested as 

aforesaid) to be vested in the Trustees or the survivors of them 

(e) The provision of gifts from the property and funds of the charity (whether of 

land or money or investments) to other charities or charitable Institutions 

having objects similar with those of this Charity 

(f) The payment from time to time or at any time out of the funds of the Charity of 

subscriptions of donations to other charitable Institutions as the Trustees may 

at their absolute discretion think proper.” 

 

The Trust Homes 

The nine Trust Homes are situated on land in Midland Road originally acquired for 

the purpose by the Donor being conveniently located close to the town centre. 

These single storey dwellings were designed by Professor A Richardson to a very 

high architectural standard at the time and comprise three blocks of three dwellings 

on three sides of a central green giving views of the Parish Church to the open south 

side. The buildings are constructed in hand-made brick under steep pitch tiled roofs 

with leaded light glazing and bespoke rainwater goods. Each has two bedrooms. 

Gas fired boiler with radiators and central heating was installed in 1973 and secondary 



glazing in 2004. Last year the timber framed windows were replaced with white uPVC 

double glazed windows with a style in-keeping with the original design. The character 

of the development essentially remains as it was when built in 1951. 

The Beneficiaries of the Trust 

The Trust Homes provide accommodation at rents substantially below the market 

rates for occupants who are selected in accordance with the criteria set out in the 

Trust Deed as follows:- 

“Each applicant for a home shall be allocated and shall be considered on his or 

her respective merits and those of his or her spouse and primary regard in the 

following sequence shall be had to:- 

(a) Length of residence in the Borough of Higham Ferrers aforesaid 

(b) Advancing years 

(c) Infirmity 

(d) Hardship (financial or domestic) 

(e) Such other causes and matter and things as may to the Trustees seem fit.” 

In general the Trustees have favoured couples as providing best use of the 

properties and at 29 September 2019 six homes were so occupied, with widows 

occupying the remainder. The rent payable during the period of this report was                 

£50-00 per week. There were no occupiers in receipt of Housing Benefit. 

 

Accounts for Year to 29 September 2020 

A copy of the Certified Accounts is attached as an Appendix to this Report from 

which it will be apparent that the Trust has income comprising the rent for the Trust 

Homes and any interest on fund balances. The ongoing expenses continue to relate 

to the maintenance and improvement of the dwellings, adjacent footpaths and the 

upkeep of the grounds. 

 

The day-to-day administration is undertaken by the Secretary and Treasurer. An 

annual administration fee is paid to the Higham Ferrers Town Council. The fee 

charged for the period of this report was £1200, with a one-off administration fee of 

£200 for a change of tenancy.  

 

No payments or expenses were paid to any of the Trustees, the Secretary or 

Treasurer. 

 

Reserves Policy 

It is considered that a General Fund balance of some £10,000 is necessary to 

provide a working fund to finance the day-to-day costs of the Trust. In addition a 

Property Repair and Improvement Reserve of £90,000 is considered prudent for 

maintaining the nine dwellings and as provision for property improvements in the 

short/medium term. 

 

Enquiries 

All enquiries about the Trust should be addressed to: 

The Trust Secretary, The Town Clerk, Town Hall, Market Square, Higham Ferrers, 



Northamptonshire, NN10 8BT. Telephone/Fax 01933 312075. 

Report prepared by Sandra Mitcham, Trust Treasurer. 




















