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FOWP Annual Report 2026 
(Covering the period January 2025 to December 2025) 

 

Dear Members and Associates, 

 

We have changed our reporting year from March to February to January to December 

aligning this with the treasurer report. Following becoming a charity on 23rd January 2025 we 

needed to review our operations, and this led to many changes within our organisation. Our 

Consultation Document (Consultation) outlines our Conservation Management Plan, our 

strategy, identified projects in the park and our organisational structure. 

 

Wimbledon Park is a Grade II* Heritage Park on Historic England’s ‘At Risk Register’ and 

this needs to be resolved by the 3 owners and the Community who visit and benefit from this 

valuable space. The Examination of the Merton Local Plan by Inspectors appointed by the 

Secretary of State commenced in 2022. The result for Wimbledon Park was Chapter 8 

(Merton): 

“WIMBLEDON PARK – POLICY N8.1  

1. To address the reasons why the Grade II* Wimbledon Park is on Historic 

England’s Heritage at Risk Register and to recognise and support its sporting, 

recreation, ecological and amenity functions.   

2. We will do this by:   

a. Supporting, the park’s sport, recreation, play and amenity uses and 

enhancing access to them, ensuring their successful integration with historic 

and biodiversity designations.   

b. Preparing a landscape management plan to help all landowners co-ordinate 

the long-term management and maintenance of Wimbledon Park.   

c. Securing investment in the former golf course to conserve and enhance the 

historic landscape, biodiversity, sport and recreation and secure public access.   

d. Improving public access around the whole lake, alongside biodiversity, 

sporting, public safety, flood risk, while ensuring compliance for reservoir 

safety.   

e. Addressing the lake’s poor condition and seeking restoration of its historic 

shape and form.   

f. Ensuring the lake continues to operate safely and in line with the national 

requirements for a large raised Reservoir, while managing flood risk.   

g. Identifying and protecting historic trees and other trees of significant 

amenity value and considering a programme for their renewal.   

h. Considering the removal of insensitive tree and other non-native planting, 

particularly on the former golf course and around the athletics track.   

i. Protecting and enhancing biodiversity, increasing the ecological interest of 

the park and its waterbodies.  

j. Respect the site’s historic setting, enhance historic and new views to and 

across the lake, and to St Mary’s Church, and support greater public access to 

these views.” 

 

https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/wp-content/uploads/2025-12-21-FOWP-CIO-Consultation-Guide-07a-1.pdf
http://www.merton.gov.uk/system/files/merton_local_plan_-_adopted_20_november_2024_compressed.pdf
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Work on the Landscape Management & Maintenance Plan needs to start. It is worth noting 

that the local community are beneficiaries of this heritage park. It is, however, mainly a pay 

and play access.  

1) About 56% of the public park is pay to use. 

2) Wimbledon Park Golf Club was a member’s club and pay and play, and FOWP with 

the Golf Club organised Capability Brown walks. Since the takeover by AELTC the 

public are excluded. 

3) The Wimbledon Club is a member’s sporting club which people can pay to join. 

 

Since formation in 2012 The Friends of Wimbledon Park (FOWP) have made substantial 

progress in the conservation and enhancement of Wimbledon Park for the benefit of the 

public. Notable accomplishments include the establishment of a stakeholder forum, the 

drafting of a Conservation Management Plan for the 61-hectare Heritage Park, and the 

planting of over 3000 trees since 2016. Additionally, FOWP has organized various 

community events, such as arts competitions for local secondary schools, bat surveys led by 

experts, and music and dance performances at The Wimbledon Club. The organization has 

also successfully negotiated environmental improvements, including fencing around the 

veteran tree, the deculverting of Wimbledon Park Brook and the installation of free to use 

recreational facilities such as table tennis tables (donated by Wimbledon Park Community 

Trust) and pétanque (Wimbledon Park Cllrs) areas. Furthermore, FOWP has actively opposed 

projects and activities detrimental to the park, such as enlarging Revelstoke Road car park and 

BBQs, and has initiated the development of meadows and raised beds to enhance the park's 

landscape and engage with the community. 

 

In 2016, FOWP fixed blue plaques in the 61ha park at each of the five main entrances during 

a walk celebrating Capability Brown’s tercentenary. This followed discussions with the 

community, owners, leaseholder, LBW, and Historic England. This initiative was part of 

their ongoing efforts to commemorate the historical significance of the park and enhance its 

cultural heritage.(see Blue Plaques) 

 

Covenant 1993 between AELTC & LB Merton. 

Briefly this covers: 

1) Not to use the Property (golf course) otherwise than for leisure or recreational 

purposes or as an open space. 

2) No building shall be erected on the Property (golf course) other than a building or 

buildings the use of which is ancillary to the recreational or open space use. 

3) Dedication by the Transferee of a public walkway around the Lake 

 

 Planning applications 

1) FOWP Revelstoke Road entrance improvements. (RR Gateway Project) 

a. LBW 2021/0432 approved on 11th May 2021 subject to conditions.  

b. LBM 21/P2657 granted 25th October 2021 subject to conditions.  

c. The next phase to relocate the prison wire mesh fence above the wing walls is 

just about ready to go. Funds will need to be raised first. 

2) LBM Dam Safety planning application  

a. LBM 21/P1930 granted 14th October 2021 subject to conditions.  

https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/wp-content/uploads/Blue-plaque-02.pdf
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b. WP Lake Project  

c. The dam is now safe in line with the relevant regulations. 

d. Wimbledon Park Brook has been deculverted and the area needs landscaping.  

This could include expansion of the café, creation of more ‘free to use’ space 

and relocation of the volleyball courts and the crazy golf. 

3) AELTC Wimbledon Park Project.   

a. LBM 21/P2900 approved by LBM Planning Applications Committee by 6-4 

votes.  

b. LBW 2021/3609 refused by LBW Planning Applications Committee by 7-0 

votes.  

c. Updates on this project https://www.savewimbledonpark.org/ 

4) Merton Heritage Strategy 2021-25: Development Plan 

a. This development plan has been compiled using information supplied by 

Merton heritage providers including council departments, historic sites, visitor 

attractions and community groups. It is intended to be an evolving plan, and 

we make submissions on a regular basis. 

5) Waterfall Project 

a. It has taken us two years to investigate and establish an acceptable plan. 

Progress is being made with LBM assistance, and a planning application 

should be submitted soon. 

 

Community notes 

Wimbledon Park Volunteers (WPV) continued to look after Horse Close Wood and The 

Glade, Southern Railway Hedge and Southern Meadow, The Copse, the Veteran tree plot, the 

Central Railway Hedge, the Hornbeam meadow and the Salvia bed. The new car park bed, 

part of the Revelstoke Road entrance improvements was planted up. 

 

Dave Dawson led the management of Horse Close Wood, including revising its Management 

Plan (soon to be consulted upon) and the Dave Lofthouse Glade in it. Also, liaison with the 

Community Payback Team (CPT) who regularly woodchipped the main path to improve 

walking conditions. 

 

WPV also worked on Ricardo's Shrubbery, the Cuckoo Flower triangle, keeping paths clear in 

Horse Close Wood and trimming back brambles, ivy and other woody plants encroaching 

upon areas of grass. The establishment of vegetation in the new lake outfall and "daylighted" 

brook was documented. 

 

Community Activities Group (CAG) 

Sunday 28th September, led by Alla Dahbi, we ran the Colour Run this was in the Wandle 

Valley Fortnight Saturday 13th September to Sunday 28th September 2024. 

 

Community Events 2025 Elsewhere 

a. Saturday 10th May manned stall at ECO event Wandsworth Park. 

b. Saturday 16th August manned stall at Discovery Day at Merton Civic Centre. 

c. Saturday 27th September manned stall at Southfields Harvest. 

 

https://www.merton.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/parks-and-recreation-grounds/wimbledon/wimbledon-park/wimbledon-park-lake-project
https://www.savewimbledonpark.org/
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Commercial events 

Commercial events continued last year with consequential damage to the grass and soil in the 

Great Field. Free to use activities as well as some pay to use activities are curtailed for these 

periods. Wimbledon Fortnight was badly managed, and the shortage of toilets led to urination 

and defecation in many areas including Horse Close Wood and Ashen Grove Wood on the 

Dam Promenade.  The Community were angry and Ian Shaw established the Wimbledon 

Championships Community Panel chaired by Fleur Anderson (MP) to investigate and remedy 

the problems during Wimbledon Fortnight. 

 

FOWP Forum 

The rationale for the FOWP Forum is to draw in all the park related expertise and interests in 

an open and transparent way.  This provides the FOWP Executive Group with valuable 

feedback on their undertakings to improve Heritage Wimbledon Park for public benefit. 

   

Communication is based on legitimate interests so facilitating working together in a 

transparent manner and furthers networking on a continuous basis. We have many written 

reports, and we thank Dave Dawson (environmental adviser) and plans drawn by Neil 

Thompson (Landscape Architect) for their input. These can be found on our website: 

 

https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/about/key-documents 

 

Widening membership so that more in the Community have access to this Forum is an 

aspiration and invitations are being sent to groups that may wish to participate. Attendance 

will be as a guest, and they will have the option to join in based on legitimate interests.   

 

Key points: 

➢ There are four London Borough Council wards surrounding the park.  To provide 

further free flow of information the 11 councillors are ex officio members of the 

FOWP Forum.   

➢ Leonie Cooper, GLA member for Merton and Wandsworth is an ex officio member of 

the FOWP Forum.   

➢ We are pleased that the Rt Hon Fleur Anderson (MP for Putney), and Paul Kohler 

(MP for Wimbledon) have agreed to continue to be Honorary Friends of FOWP.   

➢ We continue to liaise with park officers (LBM & idverde) both formally and 

informally.  These interactions will become more important as community 

involvement in the park increases. 

➢ Wimbledon Park is remarkable for the number of assets it contains, and our job is to 

ensure that these are not lost or wasted but are enhanced.  This requires the owners and 

community to work together on agreeing and implementing the Landscape 

Management & Maintenance Plan. 

 

Associates 

Associates are individuals in an organisation which joins as a corporate member and, also 

individuals who have a role in managing the park or other related activities and would like to 

be part of our organisation.  

 

https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/about/key-documents
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Membership 

Finally, if you support our volunteer work, we would appreciate it if more in the community 

became members. We are keeping expenditure controlled but demand on our funds is 

increasing due to the need for structural improvements in the park. More members also give 

us a bigger “voice” when dealing with stakeholders and drives more engagement in our work 

to protect and enhance Heritage Wimbledon Park. 

  

https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/join-us 

 

Nick Steiner 

Chair Friends of Wimbledon Park February 2026 

https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/join-us
https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/join-us
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1) Office Group (OG) 

Purpose: Administer FOWP 

No. Name FOWP role 

1 Nick Steiner Chair (Trustee) 

2 Martin Sumpton Deputy Chair (Trustee) 

3 Brian Flasck Fund raising (Trustee) 

4 Justin Nienaber Treasurer 

5 Beth McKillop General Secretary and Facebook 

6 Alla Dahbi Social Secretary and Instagram 

7 Rob Kennedy Membership Secretary, Website, & Bluesky 

 

2) Executive Group (EG) 

Purpose: Executes tasks (other individuals will be involved on an ad hoc basis) 

No. Name FOWP role 

1 Nick Steiner Chair (Trustee) 

2 Martin Sumpton Deputy Chair (Trustee) 

3 Brian Flasck Fund raising (Trustee) 

4 Justin Nienaber Treasurer 

5 Beth McKillop General Secretary and Facebook 

6 Alla Dahbi Social Secretary and Instagram 

7 Rob Kennedy Membership Secretary, Website, & Bluesky 

8 Ian Shaw  

9 Jurgen Kuppers Architect 

 

3) Deliberation Committee (DC) appointed members (Clause 18) 

Composition: The DC will consist of not less than 5 members and not more than 15 

No. Name FOWP role 

1 Nick Steiner Chair (Trustee) 

2 Martin Sumpton Deputy Chair (Trustee) 

3 Charles Runcie Southfields Grid Residents Association - Chair 

4 Iain Simpson Wimbledon Park Residents Association - Chair 

5 Ken McFarlane Wimbledon House Residents Association 

6 Mirjana Ilic Wimbledon House Residents Association 

7 Tony Borkowski Co-Ordinator with the resident angling club 

8 Charlotte Wheeler The Oak Montessori 

9 Natasha Rawden-Rigo The Oak Montessori 

10 Chris Baker The Capability Brown Society 

 

4) Deliberation Committee (DC) Ex-officio members 

Definition: Individuals who assist us by virtue of their knowledge and expertise 

Name Role 

David Dawson Environmental expert 

Janet Mullane Ex Secretary 

Neil Thomson Landscape Architect 

 

5) Appointment of Honorary Friends 

Fleur Anderson (MP Putney) approved 

Paul Kohler (MP Wimbledon) approved 
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6) Website: https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/ 

 

7) Bankers: Barclays Bank plc, Barclays House, London SW19 7JZ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER 2025 

(UNAUDITED) 

 
    31/12/2025 31/12/2024 

  Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

  Funds Funds Funds Funds 
 Note £ £ £ £ 

       

1) Incoming Resources      

      

Donations 7 1,330 2 1,332 5,000 

Loans 5 -  -  -  3,000 

Memberships:      

Individual  412 -  412 561 

Corporate  400 -  400 431 

Council Funding 7 -  420 420 5,000 

Gift Aid 1 38 -  38 -  

Total receipts  2,180 422 2,602 13,992 
       

2) Resources Expended      

      

Webhosting 1 251 -  251 110 

Insurance 1 160 -  160 160 

Communications and Outreach 1 88 -  88 -  

Park Enhancement & Planting 1 222 -  222 -  

Projects:       

RR entrance  -  -  -  9,100 

Friends’ Bench  7 -  420 420 -  

Loan Repayment 5 -  -  -  3,000 

LUL consultancy charge 5 -  -  -  726 

Total expenditure  721 420 1,141 13,096 
      

3) Net Receipts/(Expenditure)  1,459 2 1,461 896 
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STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AS AT 31st DECEMBER 31ST 2025 

(UNAUDITED) 

 
   31/12/2025 31/12/2024 

 Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

Funds Funds Funds Funds 
 £ £ £ £ 

     

1) Current Assets     

     

Bank current account 5,775 1,371 7,146 5,685 

         

2) Represented by:     

Balance at 31/12/2024 4,316 1,369  5,685 

Receipts 2,180 422 2,602  

(Expenditure) (721) (420) (1,141)  

Balance at 31/12/2025 5,775 1,371 7,146   

 

 

Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities 

The Trustees (with assistance from the Executive Group) are responsible for preparing the financial statements 

for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the incoming 

resources and application of resources, including the income and expenditure, of the charity for that period.  

 

In preparing these financial statements, the Trustees are required to: 

• Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently. 

• Observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP. 

• Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent. 

• Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that 

the charity will continue in operation. 

 

The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy 

at any time the financial position of the charity. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the 

charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities 

 

Approved by the Trustees on 10/03/2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
----------------------------------   

Justin Nienaber 

Honorary Treasurer 
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Notes to the Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2025 

1. Accounting Policies 

• a. Basis of Accounting: The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention and on 

a cash basis. The Friends of Wimbledon Park was registered as a charity on 23 January 2025. These 

accounts represent the first financial year of the registered charity, and comparative figures for 2024 

relate to activities prior to formal registration. 

• b. Comparative Figures & Categorization: Comparative figures for the year ended 31 December 2024 

have been re-categorized to align with the current year's presentation. Specifically, income previously 

grouped as "Donations and loans" has been split into "Donations", “Loans” and "Council Funding" for 

greater transparency. Additionally, expenditure previously reported as "Webhosting & insurance" has 

been split into separate line items. A category for "Communications and Outreach" has been added for 

membership promotion. A new category for "Park Enhancement & Planting" has been established to 

capture planting and park improvement costs. 

• c. Memberships and Donations are taken to income when received. Gift Aid tax reclaims are 

recognized as income when the cash is received from HMRC. 

• d. Gift Aid Attribution: Gift Aid is treated as Unrestricted Funds unless the underlying donation was 

specifically restricted to a project. 

• e. Restricted Funds: Funds received for a specific purpose are accounted for separately from general 

unrestricted funds. While not held in a separate bank account, these are tracked in detail in Note 7. 

2. Public Benefit 

• The Trustees have complied with their duty to have due regard to the Charity Commission’s public 

benefit guidance. The charity provides public benefit by conserving and enhancing the Grade II* 

Heritage Park for the recreation and amenity of the community. 

3. Reserves Policy 

• The charity aims to maintain unrestricted reserves at a level sufficient to cover 12 months of essential 

operating costs (approximately £800 based on historical costs). Current unrestricted reserves of 

£5,775 are held as a buffer for unexpected maintenance or to seed-fund initial stages of heritage 

projects prior to securing grants. 

4. Emoluments 

• No member of the Executive Group received emoluments or was reimbursed for expenses in 2025. 

5. Related Party Transactions & Material Contracts 

• a. Interest-Free Loan: During 2024, Dr. Steiner made an interest-free loan of £3,000 to facilitate the 

Revelstoke Road entrance project, which was repaid in full during 2024. No new loans occurred in 

2025 and the 2024 loan balance remains zero. 

• b. LUL/TFL Contract: In December 2021, a contract was entered into with London Underground 

Limited (LUL/TFL) for project start-up charges up to £5,000 plus VAT (£6,000 total). As of 31 

December 2025, £1,196 has been paid, and no charges are outstanding, no change from prior year. 
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6. Creditors and Disputed Invoices 

• a. LUL/TFL Dispute: The outstanding invoice from London Underground Limited (LUL/TFL) for 

£981, which was reported as disputed at 31 December 2024, was successfully resolved in 2025. 

Following discussions with LUL/TFL, the invoice was cancelled in full. Consequently, there is no 

further liability to the charity regarding this specific charge as of 31 December 2025. 

 

7. Restricted Funds  

As at 31st December 2025 Restricted Funds were as follows: 

 
  01/01/2025   31/12/2025 

Donor Purpose 
Brought 

Forward 
Received Spend 

Carried 

Forward 
  £ £ £ £ 

      

Wimbledon Foundation 
Duke of Edinburgh 

Award 2016 
274 -  -  274 

Wimbledon Foundation 
CB300 Tercentenary 

2016 
253 -  -  253 

National Grid RR Entrance Project  421 -  -  421 

London Borough of Merton RR Entrance Project  421 -  -  421 

London Borough of Merton Friends’ Bench Project -  420 (420) -  

Public Donations (via 

JustGiving) 
Friends’ Bench Project -  2 -  2 

Total  1,369 422 (420) 1,371 

 


