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Aim and purposes  

The Parish of The Rivers, Retford has been without an incumbent since 2nd January 2022.  
Since then the PCC assumed responsibility for maintaining regular worship in the churches 
of the parish and, in particular promoting the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, 
evangelistic, social and ecumenical within the ecclesiastical parish.  It is to the great credit of 
all who provide their energy and time in the individual villages that the parish remains a 
cohesive body witnessing to Christ and encouraging others to join in.   
 
Administrative information  

The Parish of the Rivers Retford consists of the villages, hamlets and communities 
surrounding 9 Parish Churches and their churchyards all of which are open as listed below; 
together with the open churchyards of the 3 former parish churches which are no longer 
used for worship nor licensed for marriages and 1 church in the care the Churches 
Conservation Trust and its open churchyard. 

Village and Parish churches of: 
Askham, St Nicholas  
East Drayton, St Peter 
East Markham, St John the Baptist 
Grove, St Helen 
Headon, St Peter 
Laneham, St Peter 
Rampton, All Saints 
Stokeham, St Peter 
Treswell, St John the Baptist 

Village and closed churches with open churchyards 
Darlton, St Giles (for sale as private dwelling) 
Dunham on Trent, St Oswald (Sold as private 
dwelling) 
Fledborough, St Gregory (Churches Conservation 
Trust) 
Ragnall, St Leonard (sold – currently unused) 
 
Hamlets  
Church Laneham,  Cottam,  Nether Headon,  Rockley  
Upton, Whimpton Moor,  Woodbeck,  Woodcoates   
 

 
In 2024 the PCC registered as an independent separate charity, No 1211374.   
 
The correspondence address is Wayside Cottage, High Street, East Markham, Newark, 
Nottinghamshire NG22 0RE. Telephone 01777 870109 (eastmarkhampcc@gmail.com).  The 
contact point for pastoral issues and occasional offices (Baptisms, Weddings and funerals), is 
Mrs Gill Rann on 07518 543868 or riversretfordgill@gmail.com. 
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The membership of the PCC during the period from the last APCM held on 24 April 2025 is 
as follows: 
 

Form of 
membership 

Name Role Served from/to Term of Office 

EX-OFFICIO 
 Gill Rann LLM, Member of 

Deanery & 
Diocesan Synod 

18/9/19 to date Period of 
licence 

 Tom Fremantle Deanery Synod Rep 
PCC Lay Vice-Chair  

24/4/25 to date 
24/4/25 to date 

To APCM 2026 
To APCM 2025 

 
ELECTED representatives for  
East Drayton Janet Goddard PCC Member 24/4/25 to date To ACPM 2025 
East Drayton Gill Squire PCC member 24/4/25 to date To APCM 2025 
East Markham Joan Davies PCC Member 24/4/25 to date To APCM 2025 
East Markham Josie Batty PCC member 24/4/25 to date To APCM 2026 
Grove David Spencer PCC Member 24/4/25 to date To APCM 2026 
Headon Michael Browne PCC member 24/4/25 to date To APCM 2026 
Laneham Linda Robinson PCC member 24/4/25 to date To APCM 2026 
Laneham Chris White PCC Member 10/9/25 to date To APCM 2026 
Rampton Helen Slattery PCC member 24/4/25 to date To APCM 2026  
Rampton Alison Goodman PCC member 24/4/25 to date To APCM 2026 
Stokeham Philippa Kay-

Butler-Hughes 
PCC member 24/4/25 to date To APCM 2026 

Stokeham  Caroline Briggs PCC member 24/4/25 to date To APCM 2026 
CO-OPTED 
Non-Voting 
 

Jonathan Peto PCC Treasurer 24/4/25 to date To APCM 2026 

Co-opted and 
voting member 

Brian Gabbitas PCC member 
PCC Secretary 

24/4/25 to date To APCM 2026 

 
 
Objectives and Activities  

The PCC is committed to enabling and encouraging as many people as possible to worship at 
its churches and to be an important part of the community in all the villages and hamlets in 
the ecclesiastical parish. The PCC maintains an overview of worship throughout the parish 
and makes suggestions on how services can involve the many groups that live within the 
parish. Services and worship put faith into practice through prayer and scripture, music and 
sacrament. During 2025 the established pattern of worship has been maintained, with 
major exceptions for feast days and patronals, so that parishioners find it easy to follow.  
The Parish is greatly indebted to the retired clergy, especially Rev Dick Lewis, and Rev 
Andrew Pearse, who have been a mainstay in providing a sacramental service in the 
benefice every Sunday. 
Having provided the Diocese with a Benefice Mission statement church members have done 
their best to implement it without the benefit of an incumbent for whom they continue to 
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wait.  In the middle of the year the Diocese announced the creation of clusters of rural 
parishes, led by a Lead Missioner with individual incumbents titled as Mission Associates.  
The Lead Missioner for our cluster, Rev Alison Jones, leader of the Potting Shed Church, was 
installed in Tuxford and by the end of the year a Children and Youth lead and an Operations 
Lead had been appointed.  Little specific impact has yet been experienced.  At the time of 
writing no interest has been shown in the Rivers Retford Benefice. 
The PCC is ever mindful of the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit and seeks to 
support the Diocesan vision of Growing Disciples Wider, Younger, Deeper, although there 
are many reasons why this has only achieved very limited success.  The PCC endeavours to 
enable ordinary people to live out their faith as part of the parish community through:  

• Worship and prayer; learning about the Gospel; and developing their knowledge and 
trust in Jesus.  

• Provision of pastoral care for people living in the parish.  
• Missionary and outreach work.  

 
To facilitate this work it is important to maintain the fabric of the church buildings.  The PCC 
aims to ensure that regular routine maintenance and cleaning takes place as far as possible 
given that most of this is done by committed volunteers.  The PCC also ensures that the 
cycle of Quinquennial Inspections is carried out and advice on repairs and maintenance is 
noted and actioned as soon as possible, subject to available funds. Where possible, funds 
are designated as “Fabric fund” and grants are sought so that the fabric of the building does 
not deteriorate. No major works have been undertaken during 2025, although a rope 
handrail was installed in East Markham tower. Plans for the continuing refurbishment of 
Treswell have continued; the churchyard has been cleared of undergrowth and several 
potentially dangerous trees removed which is being followed up with plans to create a car 
park.   Insurance, and costs relating to the health, safety and comfort of the congregation, 
remain a priority for the general fund.   

Achievements and Performance  

During the period covered by this report the individual churches have worked well together 
and co-operate in order to advance the parish’s mission.  PCC meetings regularly review 
safeguarding training and ensure that attention has been appropriately focussed; Health 
and Safety feature high on the agenda; views are shared on the worship plan and progress 
of prospective and outstanding projects are discussed.   Experience is shared so that 
administrative tasks become slightly less onerous.  
 
The pastoral scheme brought together, as one parish, the communities of 13 former 
ecclesiastical parishes. Whilst some had been working together as a benefice under a single 
incumbent, some had been in interregnum for a few years, and the inevitable changes 
needed take a considerable time.  2025 has seen the whole parish operating effectively and 
cohesively; the benefits of being a single parish are now taken for granted. 
The priorities set in 2019 in response to the Pastoral Scheme and the Diocesan Vision, are 
still in place:  
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1. to bring people together in consistency of worship across the parish, whilst retaining 
those good traditions which enhance worship.  

2. to make the opportunity to worship together, as a body, at least once every month, 
to build relationships and respond to the Diocesan vision; run regular Bible study and 
prayer groups and nurture courses for people new to faith; the distance from one 
end of the parish to the other significantly detracts from this and many regular 
worshippers are unwilling to travel elsewhere for worship.  The lack of an incumbent 
has meant the courses mentioned have been impossible. 

3. to adapt the current administrative functions of the 9 churches for consistency 
across the parish.  This objective can be regarded as complete. 

4. to ensure safeguarding provisions are in place and able to function, and health and 
safety matters are dealt with correctly.  When the Parish Safeguarding Officer left 
the area, responsibility as the initial point of contact was passed to the Diocese; 
attempts have been made to appoint a new Parish Safeguarding Officer but no 
volunteer has been forthcoming. Administrative support has been requested but 
was not available until early in 2026.  Progress will be made.  The lead Recruiter has 
continued in post ensuring that PCC members’ training and certification remains up 
to date.  Safeguarding features as a main item at every PCC meeting.  

5. to share the gifts and expertise of individuals or a particular church with the whole 
community of the parish.   

6. ensure consistent practice with regard to legal matters (eg the operation of 
churchyards and memorial applications) and delegate roles where appropriate; 
encourage new practices where old ones are considered no longer fit for purpose.  
This will continue to be a challenge. 
 

Several churches have been able to open daily where appropriate mechanisms are in place.   
We have seen 14 baptisms, 6 weddings, 18 funerals, including crematorium and interment 
only, and 2 confirmations. 
 
Worship and Prayer  

During the whole of 2025, the PCC offered in principle one communion service in the 
benefice each Sunday and on some Sundays and additional service of  Morning Prayer. With 
the exception of the additional monthly 8am said service of Holy Communion according to 
the Book of Common Prayer (Common Worship Order two) all other Eucharists used 
Common Worship Order one in the form left by our last incumbent. A range of Eucharistic 
Prayers was used and, as the seasons progressed, different prayers, creeds, versicles and 
responses, acclamations, invitation to confession and absolutions were used. The parish was 
enormously grateful for the assistance particularly of retired clergy , Rev Dick Lewis and Rev 
Andrew Pearse for their generous support in presiding and preaching at the Eucharist.  Mrs 
Gill Rann, LLM, normally led and preached at services of the Word.  Other members of the 
congregation have led occasional non-sacramental services with no sermon. As far as 
possible lay members of the congregation were invited to read the lectionary readings, 
including the Gospel, and some to prepare and lead intercessions. There were no regular 
evening services.  At East Markham an informal type of family worship, involving modern 
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songs and words with some teaching, activities and refreshment, was particularly successful 
on Good Friday and Christmas Eve. 
Gill Rann LLM, Foundation Governor at Dunham Church of England Primary School, has 
made 17 visits to lead worship there and at Rampton County Primary, where she 
encouraged the whole school to attend the Christingle service at Rampton church.  Gill has 
begun to link with the County Primary School at East Markham and the church has been 
visited by two of the classes.  It will be particularly important for a new incumbent to 
strengthen further the links with the Dunham, Rampton and East Markham schools and 
reach out to the families.  
 
Attendance, Electoral Roll and Occasional Offices 

All are welcome to attend regular services. At the year end there were 136 parishioners on 
the new Church Electoral Roll, 8 of whom were not resident within the parish. The average 
weekly attendance, counted during October 2023, across the parish was less than 30, and 
the numbers at festivals gave some small reason for encouragement. The statistics show 
that numbers per church vary from less than 5 to rarely more than 25.  
  
As stated above occasional offices included 14 baptisms and 6 weddings, and 18 funerals 
(including burials and interment of ashes) in our churches or at a crematorium.  

Deanery and Diocesan Synod  

Given the size of our electoral roll we are entitled to elect 3 lay Deanery Synod 
representatives. During 2024 we had only one elected representative from the parish at the 
Deanery Synod. The LLM, Mrs Gill Rann, was ex officio member by virtue of her membership 
of the Diocesan Synod.    
 
Buildings use and maintenance  

During 2024 some of our churches were able to open daily to our communities and visitors, 
giving people the opportunity for private prayer, a quiet space or just to take in the heritage 
and history.  
General maintenance and cleaning of our church buildings has continued throughout the 
period thanks to many volunteers, but every year it becomes more difficult as volunteers 
age with the passage of time, and it is difficult to persuade younger people to volunteer in 
the same way. 
In individual churches 

 The most encouraging development has been the continuing development of the 
congregation and activities at St Helen’s church in Grove, thanks in large part to the 
efforts and generosity of David and Suzie Spencer.   

 At East Markham a rope handrail was fitted in the tower staircase improving ease of 
access to the Bell-ringing chamber.  Replacement of the lead on the chancel roof has 
not been possible due to the DAC’s inability to support the use of a modern material 
which is guaranteed to last long enough until major timber repairs are required and 
for which we have the funds available.  The intransigence of Historic England in this 
matter has prevented a medium term solution being adopted to replace the 
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temporary plastic sheeting, which has remained watertight.  Receipt of a £100,000 
legacy has made it possible to contemplate a major project to re-order the church 
for greater community accessibility; plans will be developed in 2026. 

 The first stage of reordering at St John the Baptist, Treswell were completed.  A 
faculty remains outstanding to repair plasterwork and interior decoration; a new 
vestry needs to be created.  Plans are being developed for a car park without which 
the church remains relatively remote and inaccessible. There is no Treswell 
representation on the PCC and very few on the electoral roll, which makes it very 
difficult to make any further progress.   

 Major work on the roof of St Peter, Headon has been postponed indefinitely after 
the chance of a major grant evaporated.  Some urgent repairs have been carried out 
on the fabric of the church using existing funds.  In the second half of the year the 
Headon community recognised the fact that a lack of positive engagement with the 
church would be likely to lead to the PCC deciding to close the church for regular 
use.  A new group has now been formed which is beginning to plan events in the 
church and will, hopefully develop the demand for more Sunday services.   

 Significant work on the tower of St Peter, Laneham is needed.   
 All Saints, Rampton,  ‘friends’ of the church, have taken part in various initiatives for 

fund raising and various pieces of work have been carried out to the church and the 
churchyard wall.  A plan will be developed for restoring parts of the roof which have 
been shown to be unsafe. 

 The trend away from regular and committed giving has continued.  Many of those 
who have given regularly have now grown too old or have died or moved away and 
there have been no new contributors coming forward.  It is clearly very difficult to 
persuade people that regular giving is worthwhile when there is no visible presence 
of the church within the communities in the form of an incumbent. 

 Maintenance of each community’s burial ground has been less of an issue as most 
Parish Councils have recognised their responsibilities and volunteers have come 
forward.  The PCC arranged for the occasional visit to Darlton and to Fledborough 
maintaining some pathways through the long grass.  
 

Pastoral Care 

During the year our LLM, Gill Rann has been able to continue monthly home visits with Holy 
Communion to four or five parishioners which have been very warmly welcomed by the 
recipients.  She held 21 Home Communions (for 45 communicants) and led five worship 
events at Tuxford Manor Care home where several parishioners now reside.  Some 
worshippers in the villages regularly offer lifts to the less able members of the community 
and have made home visits.   

Safeguarding 

The PCC takes seriously the need to keep up to date with safeguarding training and practice. 
The PCC has been unable to recruit a new Parish Safeguarding Officer.  The Diocesan 
Safeguarding Officer has been the named primary contact but there have been no reported 
instances of safeguarding issues in the parish. The Lead Recruiter has completed all the 
necessary DBS checks for PCC members and others.  Support has been requested on several 
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occasions from the Diocesan Safeguarding team in order to keep documentation up to date 
but it was not available until early in January 2026.  PCC members have been continually 
reminded of the need to refresh their training. 

Communication and activity 

We do not have a single Parish Magazine but there are some village magazines; “The 
Gazette” (East Markham and Askham) and “HeadsUp” (Headon and Grove) and news sheets 
are circulated independently in some villages.  The Chairman has written a piece for the East 
Markham Gazette each month which included a section about general activities in the 
church, a listing of all the services in the benefice, and a short piece relevant to the time of 
year, the Christian calendar, beliefs and practice.  This material is circulated to all PCC 
members for their use locally.  Monthly notices were also circulated by email to a full 
mailing list of over 100 in order to keep our parishioners and others informed of the 
important matters affecting their village Church, and to develop knowledge and love of 
Jesus.  

In East Markham, the regular Friday morning “Village Coffee Shop” has attracted many 
people who would otherwise never come near the church.  A series of ‘Winter Warmer’ 
lunches has extended to occasional lunches throughout the year.  In East Markham a 
summer concert by the Eakring Singers (Musical Director, Sarah Walster) and through the 
generosity of the choir and attendees over £2500 was raised.  The Christmas Fair took place 
in the church in November and contributed useful funds whilst bringing together people 
from the whole community. 

East Drayton has continued their very successful series of lunches in the Village Hall with 
proceeds being shared between the church and the village hall. 

The church at All Saints, Rampton has been developing its position and role within the 
community and actively engaged with supporters, volunteers and contributors.    

St Helen’s Grove has continued to develop its activities which have contributed usefully to 
funds as well as bringing the community together.  The interior of the church has been well 
cleaned and now sparkles whilst in the churchyard undergrowth has been removed and the 
whole environment greatly improved.  The LCG is very active laying on events which have 
brought the community together.   

Ecumenical Relationships  

Following the introduction of the Pastoral scheme on 1 September 2019 the formal Anglican 
Methodist LEP at All Saints, Rampton was ended but a “Sharing Agreement” remains in 
place.  The regular Methodist monthly service had to be replaced by a quarterly one due to 
the lack of staff and has still not been re-instated.   The Methodist covenant of 2002 at East 
Markham has been immensely valuable and is demonstrated with a Covenant Service early 
in each year. 
Preparation for Baptism continues every month for the Retford area at Grove Street 
Methodist Chapel in conjunction with the Methodists, which is a very valuable service. 
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Volunteers  

We would like to thank all the volunteers who work so hard to keep our churches open and 
who contribute time, energy, and money to maintain both heritage and sacred space, in 
many different ways.  Particular thanks are very much deserved again by our licensed Lay 
Minister, Gill Rann, PCC members, officers and Local Church Group (LCG) members who 
work so hard to ensure the everyday running and maintenance of our churches and 
services, oversee the governance and ensure compliance with health and safety, legal and 
financial matters.  We are extremely fortunate to have the services of our Treasurer, 
Jonathan Peto, who has not only kept the books for all the churches but also ensured that 
we take every opportunity for grants and cost savings; he deserves a very large vote of 
thanks. 

Structure, governance and management  

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules 
2020 subject to the Bishop’s direction given as part of the Pastoral Scheme. This allows each 
of the present open Parish churches to appoint two representatives to be either Church 
wardens or elected members of the PCC.  
The membership of the PCC consists of the incumbent (vacant in 2024), the Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM), members elected by those who are on the electoral roll of the parish, and 
those who are ex-officio members namely members of Deanery and/or Diocesan and/or 
General Synods, and co-opted members of whom there are currently two.  Regular 
worshippers are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll of the Ecclesiastical Parish of 
The Rivers, Retford and stand for election as churchwarden or to the PCC.  
The PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern 
and importance to the parish including deciding how the funds of the PCC are to be spent. 
During the year the PCC established clear levels of spending authority for the LCG, and for 
the Standing Committee.  New PCC members are encouraged and will receive initial briefing 
on the workings of the PCC.  
The PCC is served by the Secretary, Brian Gabbitas, the Treasurer Jonathan Peto (not a 
voting member), the Safeguarding Lead Recruiter, Evelyn Gabbitas (not a PCC member), the 
Wedding Administrator, Alison Goodman, the Electoral Roll officer, Gill Rann, and the 
Chairman, Tom Fremantle.  
 
Secretary’s Report 
The full PCC met six times in 2025, as follows: 
Those attending of 15 members:  
21 January 12 voting members  
13 March 11 voting members 
24 April (after the APCM) 11 voting members,  
08 July 14 voting members 
10 September 11 voting members (Rev. Alison Jones and Chris White (Laneham) were in 
attendance) 
29 October 14 voting members 
Meetings were held in different churches or village halls as arranged by PCC members. 
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Reports from individual LCGs for 2025 
 
St Nicholas, Askham 
Life in a very small village such as Askham depends on a mix of people some of whom are 
community-minded prepared to support activities.  Over recent years several such individuals have 
either died or moved away.  Sadly, two of our supporters, Brian Cane and Danny Langlands, died 
during this year. 

The result has made it difficult to maintain many of the traditions of the past, but we managed to 
fulfil all services as allocated by Gill, with willing readers and coffee afterwards.  The link for service 
organisation is David Bird, who also plays the organ; Alice Bird handles the finances, does much of 
the cleaning, is responsible for supplying the after-service refreshments and ensures that flowers are 
refreshed.  David Garner keeps the churchyard tidy, Martyn attends to the clock and anything with a 
plug and Guy is the first port of call for structural matters, including the raising of the flag at the 
appropriate moments. 

Attendance at the regular services is very satisfactory, with many from the other churches in the 
Benefice.  Major services included the traditional Easter Vigil service with the First Communion of 
Easter which was taken by the Revd Dick Lewis, which this year included two adult baptisms.  
Harvest was celebrated with a Songs of Praise, followed by wine and light refreshments.  Donations 
of £87.50 and some foodstuffs were made to the Food Bank.  A Carol Service was held on the 
Sunday before Christmas, and David's policy of involving as many people as possible ensured a good 
attendance, although slightly down on last year.  Despite the lower attendance £116.25 was 
collected for Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice.            

The major work undertaken in 2025 was the removal from the churchyard of three gigantic laurel 
bushes by a professional arboricultural company, and vastly overgrown ivy was removed by 
Daniel Barnes and his gardener at their own expense, for which we are most grateful.  The 
condition of the church and churchyard is good, the grass being regularly cut (and paid for by 
the Parish Meeting). 

Our tradition of remaining unlocked 24/7 (for at least 16 years) was ruined by a vagrant who 
decided to use the church as an overnight hostel, having brought more and more pieces of 
domestic equipment into the building, neatly concealed in the pulpit, behind the organ, under 
the choir stalls etc.  This gave us no option but reluctantly to lock the building 24/7 until such 
time as we consider it safe to return it to its open state. 

Sadly, no-one could be persuaded to represent Askham on the PCC. 

 
St John the Baptist’s, East Markham 

1. The church has been opened every day.  No-one knows how many people go into 
the church but every now and then someone comments about how good it was that 
they were able to go in and enjoy the peace and timelessness of this historic place. 

2. The pattern of Sunday services in the parish has continued and normal 
congregations have varied between 12 and 25; once again refreshments are offered 
after most services.  ‘Messy Good Friday’ was again a great success in which many 
whole families participated with around sixty people in total.  The Crib Service on 
Christmas Eve, run in a similar style, was also very popular with a total attendance of 
150 recorded.   
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3. The Church contributed monthly to the East Markham Gazette which is circulated 
widely in the community giving news of past and forthcoming events and of all 
services in the parish.  Each month a reflection provided a brief Christian perspective 
of the passage of the seasons throughout the year, in an attempt to project the 
Christian message beyond churchgoers. 
Events arranged by the LCG included a very successful concert by the Eakring Singers 
– musical Director Sarah Walster – which featured a number of local and young 
solists.  The concert was well supported and raised about £2700.  In September the 
Cantate choir – musical Director David Bird – brought us a re-enactment of a 
historical version of Evensong as it used to be sung in the 18th century by what has 
become known as the West Gallery minstrels.  Harworth Brass gave a performance in 
October but ticket sales were disappointing, and little was contributed to church 
funds.  The Christmas Fair at the end of November was well attended; a new 
organiser had come forward and brought a great deal of new energy and ideas.  A 
small band of helpers worked very hard once again to have everything cleared up by 
the end of the afternoon for the MU Toy Service on the following day.   

4. The East Markham riders in the sponsored Bike Ride in September 2025 raised a 
stunning new record of £2360, half of which will be paid into the church fabric fund 
when it is received.  East Markham’s contribution in 2024 again earned a prize for 
the most money collected by a single church, awarded by the Notts Historic 
Churches Trust.  There is every reason to believe such a prize will be won again for 
the 2025 performance. 

5. Joan Davies branch leader of the Mothers’ Union writes: East Markham and Askham 
Mothers’ Union continues to meet monthly in the Village Hall in winter months and 
in the Church in summer.  Although membership is dropping nationally, mainly due 
to age, we still have twelve members and one indoor member.  Our members 
remain committed to the aims and objects of the Mothers’ Union and I am grateful 
to all of them for their support and prayers, especially to those who stepped up to 
help when I was unavoidably absent due to my other commitments. 
In  March we visited Bassetlaw food bank where we had lunch in their cafe and 
toured the gardens, all run by volunteers. We have financially supported Mothers’ 
Union overseas fund, the “Count your Blessings” Lent appeal, ‘Away from it all’ 
Holidays, and a successful toy service on behalf of the Great Notts Christmas Toy 
Appeal. We are grateful to Jackie Johnson for promoting and leading the toy service. 
Members have also supported Newark Archdeaconry days, and the World Day of 
Prayer which was held in St Saviour’s, Retford in 2025.  
June, our birthday month, was celebrated with a short service followed by afternoon 
tea where we were joined by MU Diocesan President and other members and 
friends from churches in our area.  
For our December meeting we accepted an invitation to join St John’s MU in 
Worksop for a bring and share Christmas lunch followed by seasonal readings and 
prayers and a blessing given by their new incumbent.  We hope to return their 
hospitality in June 2026 when the Mothers’ Union will be celebrating 150 years since 
the vision Mary Sumner had which became MU. 

6. The Bell Captain, Ray Houghton, reports: 2025 was my first full year leading the East 
Markham ringers, which came about due to our long standing captain, Brian Hardy,  
being unable to continue for health reasons.  Brian has been ringing at East 
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Markham since February 1982. He has been patient, tolerant and has always been 
able to provide a friendly atmosphere which has made ringing at East Markham a 
joy.  During my time in the bell tower, Brian has trained many new ringers including 
myself and has always been able to maintain a team to ring for weddings and various 
Church occasions.  
We were grateful to see the installation of a rope handrail. This has facilitated much 
safer access to the ringing chamber, bells and the tower roof via the spiral staircase. 
We are currently ringing every other week at Tuxford, using these sessions to 
improve our technique, learning from Steve and Lorna who are long term 
experienced ringers. 
We hope to continue ringing for future church events and weddings and as always 
we are looking for new recruits to add to our team of ringers.  

7. A rope hand rail down the centre of the spiral staircase to make the stairs easier and 
safer was finally given approval and installed at a cost of under £1000 thanks to the 
use of volunteer labour.  It has proved of great value. 

8. The flower rota continued to operate and provided fresh flowers for services 
throughout the year.  Readers, intercessors and sidesmen are arranged for all the 
services.   

9. The coffee shop has operated every Friday morning and now has a strong following 
often with new and occasional visitors; even on the coldest days there were about 
30 customers.  The dedicated core team continued to operate throughout the year 
with the support of a rota of additional helpers.  The team added some lunch events.  
A book exchange scheme provided some additional donations for charitable causes 
and a Food Bank collection point has operated and been publicised in the wider 
community.  A jigsaw library has also been initiated.  An additional cupboard and 
worktop was fitted in the Tower Room early in 2025 with the help of a Diocesan 
grant.  

10. The process of transferring East Markham banking to the Parish Account was not 
completed in order to receive donations from only two elderly regular contributors. 
Overall the level of regular giving continues to fall.   

11. The Local Church Group continued to meet most months at very happy meetings 
which were always accompanied by prayer, laughter and goodwill.  Topics covered 
Worship, Fund raising, events, repairs, churchyard maintenance and anything else 
which seemed to be relevant.   
 

St Peter’s, East Drayton 
Quinquennial inspecƟon took place in February 2026. We have not received the report yet, 
But the 
Church building is in a reasonably good condiƟon considering its age. Two lights in the Nave 
& two in the Chancel have recently failed to work; an Electrician has been contacted; 
scaffolding will 
Probably be needed as they are all very high up. 
The Church Yard Grass & Hedges are well kept by a team of volunteers on a rota. 
It is wonderful that 34 volunteers are involved & take pride in the appearance of the Church 
grass. 
This means there is no expense to the Church, as the petrol & servicing of the Lawnmowers 
comes 
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from a separate Church Yard charity fund. Unfortunately we very rarely see these people 
aƩend 
Church for a service, except maybe a few at the Christmas Carol service. 
We have one Holy Communion service a month and it is good to see that as a group of 
Churches we support other villages, & they travel to take part in our Church acƟviƟes. 
A Christmas Carol Service was arranged by members from the village. East Drayton Hand 
Bell 
Ringers played a number of carols which were enjoyed by a large congregaƟon. Mulled 
wine, 
mincepies & soŌ drinks were served aŌerwards. 
Historic Churches Ride & Stride. The church was open to welcome visitors. One family from 
the 
village took part in the sponsored ride. 
The Noƫnghamshire Historic Churches Trust visited the Church in October & gave a talk to 
the 
visitors. AŌernoon Tea was served in the Village Hall aŌerwards, a very enjoyable visit was 
had by 
all. 
Fund Raising in 2025 
Two Summer AŌernoon Teas in the Village Hall in July & August. 
Meet & Eat Lunches take place every two weeks during the winter months & are very 
successful. The proceeds from these are shared between the church & the village hall. 
Harvest supper & quiz in October and the Christmas dinner & raffle at the end of December 
were very enjoyable & enabled the village people to meet together. 
 
St Helen’s Grove 
2025 has seen the average number of worshippers at St Helen’s grow. There is a more than 
significant number of local people attending, as well as a healthy number of people within 
the wider parish who are also happy to visit St Helen’s for Holy Communion or various 
Worship services. 
The church hosted two weddings, one Christening, and one funeral in 2025. 
Services have been fairly consistent with Morning Worship and Holy Communion services 
taking place alternatively on various weeks throughout the year. People are happy with the 
comfort of the church, and enjoy the after-service niceties provided. 
A Harvest Supper was held in October, and after the success of the previous year, all 40 
places were snapped up in 48hrs. The event was free and involved a menu of four courses. 
There is already a wish list for this year's event. Almost £600 was raised for church funds. 
The Harvest Festival Service saw many food items being donated to Bassetlaw Foodbank, 
and the collection of £80 was also donated to the Foodbank. 
A stable was made for the Advent period, and a wonderful vintage set of 24” Nativity figures 
were purchased for it. The church was open during Advent for people to visit and see the 
church so handsomely decorated. A tree was supplied and beautifully dressed by local 
villager Michele Wallwin. 
The Candlelit Carol Service was a lovely event, and virtually all who attended, stayed after 
for mulled wine, and homemade Jack Daniels Mince Pies and Scotch Eggs. 
The church has been maintained by local volunteers, and essentially is lucky to have a good 
number of local folk that are happy to offer their services if any problems manifest. 
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New light bulbs were fitted to the outdoor path and lychgate lamps, which involved the 
whole lampheads being removed as the screw fastenings had seized. 
The gutters were emptied of tree debris, and are due to be serviced again in March 2026. 
Suzanne Ford of Ford Garden Services continues to maintain the churchyard and roads and 
paths outside of the church. 
The church received several visitors who were unaware of there actually being a church at 
all. This is mainly thanks to the tree pruning and ivy removed from the roadside wall, 
allowing the church to be seen by pedestrians and drivers. 
The mould-covered wooden side panelling in the church has been given a mould treatment 
followed by a couple of coats of wood preserver and paint. And likewise with the wooden 
organ housing and doors. This has made a huge difference to the appearance of the interior 
of the church. 
The windows and fittings were de-cobwebbed in October, and we are having some ‘No 
Spiders Allowed’ signs made to prevent this happening in the future. 
The heating units need nine replacement elements to bring them up to 100% efficiency. This 
is currently being organized. The elements are difficult to obtain, but we have sourced them 
at £32 each, and an order will be placed for them imminently. Our electrician will install 
them for free. 
A carpet was supplied and fitted in the font area which will protect the ancient tomb covers. 
This was installed by Retford Carpets at a cost of £100, discounted from £500. 
 
St. Peter’s, Headon 
2025 was not a good year at St Peter’s until the end of the year when a number of residents 
agreed to form a Local Church Group (LCG) and organise activities. An open evening was 
held in November and was well attended. This was followed by a Harvest Festival service in 
December and a Carol Concert with the Silkstone band a week later. Both were well 
attended. The LCG is now planning further events and services. 
Amanda Ogle and Sarah Dickson continue to keep the Church in reasonable order and John 
Mosley organises the Churchyard grass cutting. 
Thanks to a bequest from Will Jackson and, with the help of our Architect, essential 
maintenance was carried out during the course of 2025. 
The future is therefore looking brighter than in the last couple of years although the state of 
the roof is a concern with the likely cost well beyond our resources. 
 
St Peter’s Laneham  
We have been lucky this year to have local volunteers to cut the grass and help with keeping 
the 
churchyard tidy. We are extremely grateful to them for their work. 
General maintenance of the church has been carried out by volunteers where possible, but 
no 
major work has been done. We are still concerned about the heating and work that needs 
doing to 
the tower but have made no progress with these and will need to find financial support to 
top up 
our restoration fund to pay for these.  
Fire extinguishers have been serviced, PAT test done, 
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Harvest service saw donations of gifts for the food bank. Carol service was reasonably well 
attended but a number of regulars were away. 
Fundraising was mainly done by having a ‘Holy Hoedown’ arranged by Adrian Grey from the 
village and supported by many from ‘The Well’, Retford. 
Another villager ( Dan Griffin) organised ‘Tyres on the Trent’ event where the church was 
opened for viewing and refreshments.  
We have welcomed a new PCC member (Chris White) who is actively getting involved in 
doing more for the church which is much appreciated. 
 
All Saints, Rampton 
The building continues to show deterioration by way of stonework crumbling, roof leaking, 
wooden flooring becoming soft and plaster falling away.  Helpers from within the 
congregation and those who belong to the Friends of Rampton Church keep the church 
clean and tidy given the limitations of what is possible to do without undertaking major 
repairs i.e. not requiring vast amounts of money and a faculty.  The churchyard is cared for 
by a dedicated team of volunteers and paid contractors from Rampton Hospital.  
The Quinquennial Report was completed and work was identified to be done as above. 
An event held at the local pub was held in aid of church funds for ongoing repairs and a sum 
of £2,000 was raised. 
The church welcomed various groups including U3A, Art group and Bell ringers. 
A display in church was put together for VJ day as well as on Remembrance Sunday by Mr 
Terry Slattery. 
The Friends arranged, along with the Rampton Entertainment Group, a Craft Fayre inside 
the church and the Village Hall for fundraising. 
At Harvest, the dry goods were collected by Bassetlaw Food Bank and the collection went to 
All We Can, registered charity of the Methodist Church. 
We had Holy Communion and Morning Worship on alternate months, the 4th Sunday of the 
month.  During this year there has been 5 funerals and or committals. The school used the 
church in the year, for their Christingle led by Mrs Gill Rann. We also held the Benefice 
Memorial Service in October.  Our usual Lay led Christmas Eve Carol Service was very well 
attended with hand bell ringers followed by mince pies and mulled wine. 
 
St Peter’s, Stokeham 
2025 saw two Holy Communion services – one of which included a Baptism. There were no 
weddings or funerals.  There were two services of Morning Worship. 
We had successful PCC led services for Harvest and Carol Service. As usual the congregation 
chose which carols they would like during the actual service and wrote prayer cards on arrival to 
be read out during the service and placed on our Christmas tree. Caroline wrote  a story and 
poem which as always brought a new thought/aspect to the Christmas story. 
The annual Historical Churches Bike ride raised £225 of which Stokeham received £112.50 as 
our share of the sponsorship. 
The option of an organ from Treswell was investigated but the decision has been made to get 
MP3 music and a decent speaker. We borrowed CD’s and a player for the carol service but 
believe MP3 to be the better option. 
We thank Tom and Sam Kay-Butler-Hughes for mowing and strimming the grass and Eric and Ian 
Briggs for hedge and other maintenance. Caroline and Pip were the church cleaners. 
Fundraising – The annual bike ride day was well supported with the usual sale of refreshments 
from full lunch to tea, coƯee and cake, stalls, tombola, jams etc and crafts. 
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A hot lunch was also served to 25 people after the carol service which was enjoyed by all. 
We had raƯles at both these events. 
 
St John the Baptist’s, Treswell. 
The first stage of the long awaited refurbishment was completed.  This was a reduced 
version of the original proposal and focussed on providing the essential services of a toilet 
and small kitchen area, and improved heaters.  The project included providing a trench-arch 
foul drain system across the churchyard.  During the work the contractor established that 
the surface water drainage pipes on the north side had been severed, which explained the 
internal rising damp problem.  A new drain was laid round the east end of the church and 
discharging into the brook. 
With a local congregation of one there were no regular services but festival services held 
were at Easter and before Christmas.   
At the end of 2025 Mary Hodge informed the PCC that she no longer felt able to continue an 
active role at Treswell.  Felicity Ferriter also declared her decision to retire from active 
support in order to concentrate on her other duties within the Methodist community. David 
Spencer generously agreed to hold a Treswell key and keep an eye on the church. 
Meanwhile 2025 saw approval for some major clearance work in the churchyard which 
involved the removal of some trees which had become potentially dangerous as well as an 
enormous number of self-sown holly and sycamore trees.  The appearance of the 
churchyard has been greatly improved, and the church is now easily visible from the 
roadside. 
Donations from the Treswell funds were made to assist with the parish shares of St Peter 
Stokeham, St Peter Laneham, St Nicholas Askham and All Saints Rampton. The church also 
continued its tradition of charitable giving to the community, specifically to Bassetlaw 
Hospice and to Bassetlaw Food Bank.  
Some progress has now been made towards replacing the damaged plasterwork in the 
church caused some years ago by over-enthusiastic volunteers applying the incorrect paint, 
and subject to the grant of a faculty the work will be completed in 2026.  Various other 
minor issues have been identified and will be dealt with in the coming year.  Initial proposals 
have been drawn up for providing a car park on the roadside, for which we are most 
grateful for the professional support of neighbour David Taylor.  Once that has been done it 
will be possible for the church to be used more easily by people from outside the village. 
 
 
Approved by the PCC on 12th March 2026 and signed on their behalf by  

 
T D Fremantle (Chairman of the Rivers Retford PCC)  
 


















































