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Berkshire Family History Society CIO 
Registered Charity Number 1204390 

Trustees’ Annual Report 
for the 12 months to 30 April 2025 

Reference and administrative details of the charity, its Trustees and advisors 
The Society was established in 1975 as Berkshire Family History Society. In August 2023 it became a 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation. Its new charity registration number is 1204390, previously being 

charity number 283010. 

Its address is The Centre for Heritage and Family History, 2
nd

 Floor Reading Central Library, Reading, 

Berkshire, RG1 3BQ 

 

Trustees (and Executive Committee members) in the year ending 30 April 2025 

Trustees at 30 April 2025 

Name Date of appointment 

 (if during the year) 

Role  

Catherine Sampson  Chairman 

Nick Prince  Vice-Chairman 

Martin Pilkington  Treasurer 

Vanessa Chappell  Secretary  

Sandra Barkwith  Bracknell and Wokingham Branch  

Gillian Stevens  Computer Branch 

Nick Prince  Newbury Branch 

Vicki Chesterman  Reading Branch 

Dave Purling  Vale of the White Horse 

(Abingdon) Branch  

Leigh Dworkin​   Windsor, Slough and Maidenhead 

Branch  

John Dunne​    

Andrew Rice   

Alison Pedley   

Other Trustees during the 12 months to 30 April 2025 

Paul Barrett   

   

Trustees receive no remuneration for their work on behalf of the Society. 
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Professional Advisors in the year ending 30 April 2025 
Independent Examiner of Accounts 

Louisa James, 20 Lowbrook Drive, Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 3XP 

Bank 

CAF Bank, 25 Kings Hill Avenue, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4JQ 

Shawbrook Bank Ltd, Lutea House, Warley Hill Business Park, The Drive, Great Warley, Brentwood, 

Essex, CM13 3BE       ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​               

Insurance Broker/Intermediary 

PIB Insurance Brokers, Southgate House, Southgate Street, Gloucester, GL1 1UB  

 

Solicitors 

Blandy & Blandy LLP, One Friar Street, Reading, RG1 1DA 

Structure, governance and management 
Originally established in 1975 as Berkshire Family History Society, Berkshire Family History Society CIO 

is registered with the Charity Commission (Registered Charity Number 1204390) as a Charitable 

Incorporated Organisation. 

Constitution 

The Society’s constitution was written in 2023 to reflect the change to a CIO. This new constitution was 

adopted in June 2023 by the membership. Trustees will keep the constitution under active review and 

are satisfied that it remains fully consistent with contemporary requirements and that it properly guides 

what the charity does and how it operates.  

Executive Committee, Officers and Trustees 

An Executive Committee, comprising no more than 15 Society members, manages the Society’s affairs. 

There are four designated officer posts — chairman, vice-chairman, secretary and treasurer. These 

officers and the additional Trustees form the Society's Executive Committee. 

Society members elect the officers and other Trustees at the Annual General Meeting. Each Trustee 

serves a term of one year and, if eligible, retiring Trustees may be re-elected for a further year. No 

Trustee may serve more than five consecutive terms without then taking a break from office.  

The combination of direct election and set limits to length of Trustee service safeguards continuity and 

integrity of Society management. It also serves to re-energise it, introducing a small number of new 

Trustees into the management group each year. 

In the year ending 30 April 2025, the Executive Committee met on eight occasions, including a special 

meeting to approve full year accounts before the Annual General Meeting and once to discuss the 

Society’s relocation. 

Sub-committees 

The Society constitution permits the Executive Committee to delegate certain functions to 

sub-committees. In every case, such sub-committees contain at least one Trustee in their permanent 

membership together with other Society members. All sub-committees are responsible to the Executive 

Committee and report to it regularly on their activities and discussions. They also have clearly defined 

Terms of Reference which are regularly reviewed. 
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Structure, governance and management (continued) 

Projects and Publications Sub-committee (PPC) 

Project work represents a major part of the Society's charitable activity. The purpose of this committee is 

to manage and direct the Society's project work to agreed standards. Key tasks of the PPC include setting 

project priorities and overseeing the indexing and transcribing of original Berkshire records, the 

checking of those indexes and transcriptions against original records and bringing project outputs to 

timely publication in an appropriate form for the benefit of members and the wider public.               

Research Zone Sub-committee (RZC)  

The Society's premises at The Centre for Heritage and Family History in Reading Central Library, 

provides Berkshire's foremost facility for family history research. The Centre provides a wide range of 

online and traditional resources that are regularly used by members of the public and Society members 

and it also serves as an educational facility. 

The Research Zone Committee is responsible for ensuring the efficient day-to-day operation of the 

services and facilities of the Centre to ensure that the needs and expectations of present-day family 

historians are recognised and satisfied effectively.                                           

Education and Events Sub-committee 

This group focuses on the organisation and delivery of events that promote understanding of social, local 

and family history through regular series of talks, walks, workshops and courses. This group also 

arranges for Berkshire Family History Society to be represented at fairs and open days. The group 

reports its activities and plans to the Executive Committee. 

Marketing and Communications Sub-committee (incorporating the Website Team) 

This group oversees the design and functionality of the Society’s signage and promotional material. The 

group feeds back to the Executive Committee regularly. The Website Team, originally raised to create the 

Society’s new website and one for its shop (run by its subsidiary – Berkshire Family History Enterprises), 

now continues to develop the websites. It also, within its part of the Marketing and Communications 

Group, continues to produce regular email newsletters to members. 

IT Working Group 

This group manages the IT purchases and infrastructure for the Society including AV, telephony and 

connectivity into The Centre, with the exception of the website, which is managed by the Marketing and 

Communications Group (above). It also identifies, tests and costs the implementation of third party 

software; and manage the Society’s email delivery systems. The Group will develop policies, practices 

and procedures and how-to-guides relative to the Society IT equipment, including security of data. The 

Group reports its activities and findings to the Executive Committee.  

Branches and Branch Sub-committees 

The constitution empowers the Executive Committee to set up Branches to further the objectives of the 

Society. The Society has six local branches that are active across the historic Royal County of Berkshire. 

Branch Committees — nominated and elected by local members at their respective annual meetings — 

run these branches and report to the Executive Committee on their activities. From their Branch 

Committee members, each branch proposes a representative for election at the Society AGM to serve as a 

Society Trustee and to represent that branch on the Executive Committee for the next year. Each Branch 

Committee thus contains at least one Trustee member. 
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Structure, governance and management (continued)       

Policies and Procedures Sub-committee  

This group is tasked with ensuring that all our policies and procedures are rigorous and current. They 

look at the formation of new policies or procedures should they be necessary to the effective and lawful 

work of the Society. The Group reports directly to the Executive Committee.                                                                         

Volunteers 

Day-to-day activities, such as staffing The Centre for Heritage and Family History, assisting researchers, 

and indexing and transcribing of records — to give three examples — are all undertaken by volunteers, 

none of whom receive remuneration for their work. There are no employees or paid staff. 

Like many voluntary organisations, the Society finds increasing difficulty in attracting and retaining a 

sufficiently large core of committed helpers to ensure that it continues to function effectively and, more 

importantly, to tackle the multiple challenges of today's operating environment. The Society, its  

membership and the wider public are all indebted to that small group of volunteers that continues to 

take responsibility for a disproportionate number of the tasks that the Society has to address if it is to 

remain a meaningful and successful organisation. 

Berkshire Family History Enterprises Ltd (BFHE) 

BFHE was a trading company wholly owned by the Society and registered with Companies House, 

Number 04733795. As of 1 April 2024, Berkshire Family History Enterprises was reincorporated back 

into Berkshire Family History Society CIO. From that date it became a subgroup of the Society, reporting 

to the Executive Committee 6 times a year. 

Any stock and monies have been incorporated into the Society accounts.  

Risk Assessment 

Financial and other major risks to which the Society and its operations could be exposed are subject to 

regular and ongoing assessment. Established procedures are in place to manage those risks and these are 

kept under active review.                                     

During the year under review the Trustees have continued to monitor the handling and storage of 

personal information (UK General Data Protection Regulation 2021). This led to a review of our 

procedures and updating of our current policies regarding Data Protection. 

In addition to this we took the opportunity to review all our policies regarding health and safety, and risk 

assessed our premises to ensure a safe environment for our volunteers and visitors. 

Public benefit 

The Trustees give full and careful consideration to their obligations under the Charities Act, 2011 

(consolidating earlier legislation) and the Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Act 2016, to 

report on public benefit, and to do so in accordance with current Charity Commission guidance. 

The principal benefits provided by Berkshire Family History Society fall within two primary descriptions 

contained in Section 3 of the Charities Act, 2011: 

❖​ advancement of education — in the fields of genealogy and family history; and 

❖​ advancement of the arts, culture, heritage or science — and particularly the advancement of related 

heritage issues ​ ​ ​ ​  
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Structure, governance and management (continued) 

Its activities also contribute to improvement of the historic environment and to heritage conservation. 

The Society’s first objective (see below) addresses public education. Family history research remains one 

of the most popular interests for people of all ages, backgrounds and nationalities. Many who set out to 

research their family's ancestry do not always have the understanding, research expertise, perspectives 

and skills that are needed to conduct research effectively. The skill set and experience required to find  

and to prove family links and connections are not easily acquired without ready access to traditional and 

online resources, and to informed help, support and advice — all of which Berkshire Family History 

Society is well positioned and able to offer.​ ​ ​ ​             

The Society's second objective addresses public benefit directly, for present and future generations. That 

benefit derives from all that the Society does to help and to support the preservation, care and 

responsible use of the archival heritage of the historic Royal County of Berkshire. 

This report illustrates how the Society has delivered public benefit in the past year. 

❖​ benefits are readily available to all members of the public — in Berkshire and further afield 

❖​ benefits are easy to access for many — at The Centre for Heritage and Family History, centrally 

located in Reading 

❖​ benefits are delivered actively to local Berkshire communities, through an extensive programme of 

branch meetings, events at The Centre for Heritage and Family History and outreach events 

❖​ benefits are made available, wherever practicable, free of charge at the point of delivery*  

*​Where the Society has paid to subscribe to key products and services from outside organisations, 

a user fee may be payable. Such fees are nominal and make only a modest contribution towards 

offsetting the costs incurred in providing the service. 

Central and local government funding continues to fall for local and national archive services, libraries 

(including local studies), heritage events and continuing adult education. The Trustees seek to ensure 

that, whenever practicable, services provided by the Society take due account of the ramifications of local 

changes in levels of public funding and support. The Society seeks to deliver services of good value to all 

family historians — wherever their research interests may lay, whatever the extent of their research 

experience and whether or not they are Society members. 

 

Throughout the past year we have continued to run face-to-face activities, as well as maintaining, and 

even expanding, our online activities for the public benefit. This has enabled us to continue to attract a 

new audience from all over the UK and overseas, as well as re-engaging with previous audiences who 

were not able to access online offerings. 

 
Objectives and Activities 
Objectives 

The objectives of the Society are: 

To advance education of the public in research into family history and 

genealogy, primarily but not exclusively within the boundaries of the pre-1974 

Royal County of Berkshire; 

and 

To work to promote the preservation, transcription, indexing and ready public 

accessibility of related records and information. 

section continues on next page 
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Objectives and Activities (continued) 

Activities: Public benefit 

This section summarises where the Society's efforts have been directed in the year under review: 

❖​ managing The Centre for Heritage and Family History in Reading to ensure that Berkshire's 

foremost facility for family history research remains compliant with any prevailing guidance  

regarding public health issues  

❖​ facilitating the continuation of one out of four of our paid for family history website subscriptions 

to be available to members from their homes, outside of our Centre for Heritage Family History 

opening hours, enabling personal family history research on a local, national and international 

scale 

❖​ benefits are made available, wherever practicable, free of charge at the point of delivery*  

❖​ organising meetings each month either online or face-to-face, covering our six branches in the 

historic county of Berkshire — at Abingdon, Bracknell, Newbury, Reading, Windsor and 

Computer — open to all  

❖​ monthly evening informal sessions online to discuss and enlighten on particular topics  

❖​ holding online and face-to-face advice sessions (all free-of-charge events) ​​ ​ ​  

❖​ supporting community organised events, including Heritage Open Days 

❖​ giving talks and presentations on family history research to community organisations  

❖​ producing and publishing a 44-page quality quarterly journal — Berkshire Family Historian 

❖​ publishing a bi-weekly email newsletter for our members and on alternate weeks a bi-weekly 

events newsletter for members and non-members 

❖​ maintaining an online forum, to host a valuable interchange of questions, answers, news and 

ideas for Society members worldwide 

❖​ continuing activities in an online format as well as running face-to-face events, thus maintaining 

the accessibility to those living at a distance from Berkshire.  

Activities: Public education 

❖​ providing, maintaining and pro-actively developing a website berksfhs.org. This was constantly 

under review to ensure that it was up to date, made full use of the latest technology and provided a 

pleasant and easy user experience. It offers substantial free content on general research principles, 

research in Berkshire, and on Society activities  

❖​ utilising social media (X (formerly Twitter) and Facebook) to reach family and local historians 

❖​ maintaining the Berkshire pages of GENUKI (UK and Ireland Genealogy) a virtual reference 

library for Berkshire local and family history research interests 

❖​ providing online workshops, courses, talks, and special interest groups designed to increase 

knowledge of family, local and social history 

section continues on next page 
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Objectives and Activities (continued) 

❖​ answering questions and providing one-to-one online and in-person advice session, as well as via 

telephone or email or on social media 

Activities: Preservation, transcription, indexing, public accessibility of information 

This section summarises where the Society's efforts have been directed in the year under review: 

❖​ indexing and transcribing of original records, including parish register data and historic newspaper 

articles, for publication in CD format, downloaded PDF, and online; this greatly reduces the need 

for frequent or direct access to fragile original documents, and enables wider and improved access 

to such records 

❖​ recording, photographing and mapping memorial inscriptions, including war memorials, across 

the county, and publishing this information so as to preserve details for future generations; this is 

important as many monuments and inscriptions are unlikely to survive due to headstones being 

moved, eroded by weather and pollution, or vandalised  

❖​securing online publication of the Society's transcriptions on findmypast (previously DC 

Thomson Family History) website, with support from the Royal Berkshire Archives (formerly 

Berkshire Record Office) 

❖​maintaining The Centre for Heritage and Family History, run by Society members, where visitors 

may access worldwide online resources, CD datasets, microfilm records, and a library of printed 

material 

❖​ providing a general source of advice on family history matters to all 

❖​ representing family history and genealogical interests on local bodies, including the Standing 

Conference on Archives for Berkshire 

❖​ providing an online shop retailing Society publications and specialist items from other sources  

❖​ maintaining and continually improving a digital service (YourTrees) for our members to upload 

their family trees for viewing by other members 

❖​ providing free replacement baptism registers to Berkshire's smaller churches, in conjunction with 

the Royal Berkshire Archives (formerly Berkshire Record Office), to enable them to deposit their 

longstanding, but not yet full, registers for safekeeping with the Royal Berkshire Archives 

Achievements in the year ending 30 April 2025 
The achievements of the Society during the past year are set out below: 

❖​ retaining our Society President, who has immense standing within the Berkshire, and national, 

community  

❖​securing a second Society Vice-President 

❖​ retaining 1,023 paid Society memberships (single, family and overseas), representing about 1,200 

family historians (a continued robust achievement in a challenging operating climate). This is a 

slight decrease on the previous year’s figures  

❖​organising and running 46 branch meetings online and face-to-face with 1136 recorded attendees 

(of which a total of just over 5% were not Society members). This is up 86 on last year’s figures. 

There was a slight reduction in face-to-face branch attendances from last year with online meetings 

being better attended 

 

section continues on next page 

Page 7 of 12 
Berkshire Family History Society​                                                                                 Charity Commission Trustee Annual Report year ending 30 April 2025 



Achievements in the year ending 30 April 2025 (continued) 

❖​running branch and other face-to-face meetings alongside a range of online activities that also have 

the effect of widening participation to include the whole of the UK and abroad 

❖​continuing and increasing the number of Combined Branches Meetings to 3 in the year, where we 

can access more renowned speakers, and attract much larger audiences over 135 attendees for the 

year in review including 3 non-members of the Society 

❖​continuing the recording of branch meetings, subject to agreement by the speaker, for access by 

our members on our website, so that those who could not attend can still access the meeting 

content 

❖​Preparation for the recording of another video tour for access by our members on our website 

❖​ creating and delivering a programme of events held online and face-to-face, including 25 social 

history talks, 15 family, social and local history workshops, 1 family, social and local history course, 

14 guided tours and walks, 4 tours of the Centre for Heritage and Family History, 25 advice 

sessions 12 natter groups, 3 book fairs, 3 special groups days and a house histories day  

❖​continuing face-to-face advice sessions at The Centre for Heritage and Family History 

❖​ maintaining a DNA interest group run by a nationally noted expert and author in this field that met 

on 4 occasions online 

❖​supporting local family history societies by attending 1 virtual fair and three face-to-face fairs that 

they organised 

❖​supporting popular Heritage Open Day events in September 2024 over 5 days welcoming visitors 

to The Centre for Heritage and Family History and running a video, accompanied by the video 

creator, especially for the event alongside a large pictorial display of a local road comparing it 

nowadays to how it was in 1881 

❖​planning and preparatory work on our first conference in 11 years, to be delivered in June 2025, for 

our 50th anniversary. This will be a full day of lectures by eminent speakers in the fields of local, 

social, military and family history, along with a keynote speaker of global renown, and a history fair  

❖​planning, and beginning the delivery of, a series of visits associated with our 50th anniversary 

celebrations. The first visit fell in the year in question and attracted 22 attendees (25% of were 

non-members) 

❖​giving talks and presentations 

❖​maintaining members discounts on Society products and events 

❖​ improving services and facilities for researchers at The Centre for Heritage and Family History in 

Reading with regular maintenance and upgrade of the available computers  

❖​ opening The Centre for Heritage and Family History, with regular reviewing of safety procedures 

and our opening hours, and extending our opening hours when possible  

❖​cataloguing of our reference library and launching the catalogue online to aid visitors to The Centre 

for Heritage and Family History 

❖​reviewing and updating point of sale processes to improve our customer experience 

section continues on next page 
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Achievements in the year ending 30 April 2025 (continued) 

❖​welcoming 412 people into our Research Zone within The Centre for Heritage and Family History 

(down slightly (30) on the previous year), of which 35% were non-members 

❖​attracting 1738 members and visitors during the year to attend online and face-to-face events (of 

which just over 30% were not Society members)(figures include visitors from Canada, America, 

Europe, Australia and all over the UK). The attendance figure is up over 26% on the previous year, 

and the proportion of non-members has slightly increased 

❖​welcoming 76 people to our library drop-in advice sessions, family history surgery sessions and 

other events arranged and run by Society members across historic and modern Berkshire — at  

Bracknell, Wokingham and Reading. This is an increase on the number who attended the previous 

year, despite the number of places we hold the sessions in decreasing. We were able to hold 36 

sessions. Of the 76 people who attended, 33% were non-members (up from 17% last year) 

❖​ continuing online publication on findmypast of more Berkshire parish registers transcribed by 

Society volunteers and widening public access to them  

❖​retaining a discount to findmypast for our members 

❖​ continuing refinement of the Society website, with upgraded website security, the addition of new 

web pages and a number of datasets and data extracts 

❖​ expanding our electronic journal exchange with other family history societies 

❖​ internal reviewing of our Code of Conduct, Office Risk Assessment, Privacy and Data Protection 

Policies, and an independent external review of our Health and Safety Policy, to ensure currency 

and compliance 

❖​ attracting a healthy number of posts from members on the online Members Forum 

❖​ maintaining the Society presence on X (formerly  Twitter) (@BerkshireFHS) and branch 

presence on Facebook as a means of extending communication with Society stakeholders via a 

Facebook page (@Berkshire Genealogy) 

❖​ supporting a Society volunteer in maintaining the Berkshire pages of GENUKI — the searchable 

virtual reference library for the UK and Ireland — where Berkshire pages, including Towns and 

Villages and the Berkshire Church database, are now essentially 'complete' 

❖​ indexing and transcribing additional Berkshire records, including parish registers and 

monumental inscriptions and progressing them for future CD and online publication 

❖​preparation of further purchasable data downloads covering baptisms across the county 

❖​continuing work on the production of a new CD covering Winkfield Parish Registers, also CDs on 

Bray Parish Registers, Tilehurst St Michaels Memorial Inscriptions, Windsor Memorial 

Inscriptions, and Berkshire Baptisms (5
th

 ed.)  

❖​launching of new CD – Berkshire Baptisms (4
th

 ed.) 

❖​creating a Berkshire Name Index accessible via our website 

❖​ ongoing work on a further batch of parish register transcriptions and burial ground monumental 

inscriptions recording, and also on recording war memorials in the county 
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Achievements in the year ending 30 April 2025 (continued) 

 

❖​ publishing in print and online four issues of the Berkshire Family Historian each with 44 A4 pages, 

with copies sent to all members and, by request, to libraries and other organisations 

❖​promoting the involvement and development of young people through the continued engagement 

of a student graphic designer 

❖​ maintaining healthy accounts in light of economic uncertainty and rising costs 

❖​continuing a regular fortnightly email newsletter to members and non-members with advice on 

family history matters and links to related events and publications, as well as continuing to 

produce a fortnightly events email newsletter 

 

❖​providing complimentary back-copies of the Society’s journal to visitors to The Centre for Heritage 

and Family History and the Royal Berkshire Archives 

This short summary reveals the scale of the collective investment of knowledge, skills and time that 

volunteers make to the work of the Berkshire Family History Society. Their support is vital for the 

Society to continue to deliver public benefits — not just in Reading and across Berkshire but nationally 

and internationally. ​  

The Trustees would like to record their recognition and appreciation of the contribution made by those 

volunteers and of the level of support they bring to the Society, its products and services.  

 

Financial review 

Incoming resources 

Total Society income in the year to 30 April 2025 was £47,310 (LY£48,403). 

Our overall total income decreased from the 2023/2024 figure, this change is attributable to a decrease 

in the income from donations. 

A small income from Gift Aid came through in the year in question. There was no donation (LY £2,680) 

from Berkshire Family History Enterprises. Interest in print publications has continued to show a slight 

downturn during the year. 

Royalty income from online publication of Society transcriptions has reduced slightly.  

Income from events has notably increased by nearly 28%.  

Resources expended 

Overall, Society income was less than the operating costs of £49,811 (LY £64,726) to generate a loss of 

£2,501 (LY £16,323). This is primarily due to reduced spending on our IT equipment as upgrades were 

completed in 2023/2024. There was a decrease in the cost of subscription packages for use within The 

Centre for Heritage and Family History. Since the last report we have continued to be settled in our 

premises at The Centre for Heritage and Family History, within Reading town centre. Unfortunately, we 

are aware that we will need to move premises within the next year. 

The objectives remain to cover all forecast management, administrative and support costs incurred by 

the Society and to replace or upgrade Society assets when indicated. 

 

 

 

section continues on next page 

Page 10 of 12 
Berkshire Family History Society​                                                                                 Charity Commission Trustee Annual Report year ending 30 April 2025 



Financial review (continued) 

Financial Reserves 

It is Society policy to maintain a general reserve that is at least equivalent to a minimum of twelve 

months’ unrestricted fund expenditure at prevailing levels.  

In addition, the Society seeks to generate sufficient income to enable support to be given to deserving 

local archival initiatives and projects at the Trustees’ discretion and to allow for support of specific 

educational projects. 

The Trustees consider this to be the proper level at which to preserve the Society's financial integrity. 

Trustees actively review all elements of the Society's cumulative financial performance, including 

expenditure against annually agreed pre-approval limits, on a bi-monthly basis.  

The Trustees appreciate the current reserves are maintained at 33 months expenditure. As we have to 

look at relocating in the next financial year, due to closure of the building in which we lease space, we are 

maintaining extra high reserves to help cover additional costs such as solicitors and surveyors fees. We 

are also aware that going forward our expenditure on premises will be higher. 

 

Looking forward 

As the UK economy continues to suffer in uncertain times, the Trustees recognise the scale of the 

challenge to maintain or, better still, to increase income from membership fees, donations, and the 

provision of educational events available to all.  

The Trustees appreciate that family history research is not an inexpensive pastime. They accept that the 

Society must invest more in effective, wider-reaching public and member promotion to create and raise 

awareness of its services. The Society has also to work to counter a mistaken belief among many 

researchers that online publishers now offer all that they need for successful research. ​  

The skill mix required by family history societies from their volunteers is widening steadily, particularly 

in applications of information technology in the research process itself and in the Society’s management. 

Where such skills cannot be found readily from within the Society's volunteer group, the Trustees 

acknowledge that they may well have to consider non-member volunteers or paying to acquire necessary 

technical skill sets. 

The Trustees have consciously held back from giving major financial support to archival initiatives in the 

year in question. Future potential projects are regularly discussed in outline with Royal Berkshire 

Archives.  

The Trustees are aware that the Society will need to move premises, most likely within the next year, due to 

the closure of the building we currently occupy.  The aim is that this will not impact a majority of the 

Society’s activities, but it is anticipated there will be a significant financial impact.  

Not least, Trustees recognise that returns from the Society's investments are likely to remain at very 

modest levels in the near to medium term. Any realistic opportunities to improve on those returns will be 

kept under active review. 

Looking forward, the Berkshire Family History Society will seek to broadly maintain current levels of 

income, at the same time continuing to explore wider applications of technology to contain increases in 

costs likely to be seen in traditional areas of expenditure. 
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Planning for 2025/2026 

The Trustees have identified ten key tasks and initiatives for the coming year: 

❖​to seek and secure future premises for the Society actively ​  

❖​ to maintain current rates of indexing and transcribing of original Berkshire records and, consistent 

with high quality data standards, publishing further transcriptions of Berkshire baptisms, 

marriages and burials as 'state of the art' CDs, data downloads and also online 

❖​ to continue developing the Society website, by extending content, developing online membership 

services, and embracing access implications for mobile devices. Also strengthening evaluation 

techniques to make increased use of traditional and electronic media to raise awareness of the      

Society and its products and services in order to increase public support and sustain membership  

numbers  

❖​ to build on the programme of regular outreach activities across the historic Royal County of 

Berkshire to increase the Society's public visibility and public interaction, while striving to 

maintain and bolster online alternatives for those who are out-of-county 

❖​ to continue to develop education and information services that can facilitate greater engagement 

between the Society, other family historians and other historians  

❖​ to secure additional volunteers, some of whom will have particular specialist skills, and all of whom 

have a genuine commitment to help to drive forward the next stages of the Society's development 

❖​ to continue supporting a sub-committee structure which helps establish the expectations of family 

historians and prepare to meet those expectations, incorporating and developing in detail some of 

the initiatives described above 

❖​ to review the structure and scope of the sub-committees supporting the Trustees Executive 

Committee 

❖​to organise and host more online Berkshire Heritage Fairs in association with the Berkshire Local 

History Association  

❖​to organise a one day conference and series of associated visits to celebrate the Society’s 50th 

anniversary 

 
Approval 
The Trustees of Berkshire Family History Society CIO approved this report on 15th February 2026. It is 

signed on their behalf by two Trustees, Vanessa Chappell, Society Secretary during the year under 

review, and Catherine Sampson, the Society Chairman during the year under review. 

 

Signed​ ​ ​ ​ ____________________________________, Secretary​  

 

Signed​ ​ ​ ​ ____________________________________, Chairman 

 

Date 
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