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SPEN SHED
England & Wales · Charity number 1203484

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2023-06-09

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 11 Fieldhead Way
Heckmondwike
West Yorkshire
WF16 9DU

Phone 07521468152

Email spenshed02@gmail.com

Activities

Objects: FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT, THE PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION OF GOOD HEALTH
AMONG PEOPLE AGED 18 YEARS AND OLDER, LIVING IN NORTH KIRKLEES, INCLUDING THOSE
WHO ARE RETIRED, UNEMPLOYED OR HAVE HEALTH PROBLEMS, THROUGH THE PROVISION OF
FACILITIES FOR HOBBIES, RECREATION OR OTHER LEISURE TIME OCCUPATIONS INCLUDING
PRACTICAL INTERESTS, SKILL SHARING, THE LEARNING OF NEW SKILLS AND HELPING WITH
COMMUNITY BASED PROJECTS.

Activities: Provision of group work/ guiding for making various items for sale for both male and female
members, most of whom suffer some form of illness and/or mental illness. supporting those in need of
association and friendship.

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space

• What: Disability, Recreation

• Who: Other Defined Groups

Geography

• Kirklees

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1203484
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1203484
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-10-31 £10,361 £7,935 - -

2024-10-31 £17,696 £7,348 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

DAVID THORNTON 2025-07-10

Janet McGlynn 2025-07-10

John Hellewell 2025-07-10

Margaret Whitcomb 2024-06-10

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1203484
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Spen Shed Trustees Report November 2025
Overall, Spen Shed has experienced a productive year. Although we faced internal challenges 
mid-year resulting in the departure of most Trustees and several members, membership levels 
have since demonstrated positive growth. While 18 members left, we have welcomed 6 new 
members, bringing our current total to 22—comprising 14 males and 8 females, with ages 
ranging from 21 to 85.

Our fundraising efforts enabled us to secure two grants this year: the first supported the 
making  of picnic benches and a polytunnel, while the second facilitated the purchase of a 
white toner printer, heat press, and related equipment. The benches are already being utilized 
by club members, and the polytunnel has provided opportunities for members to cultivate and 
sell plants to visitors at Ponderosa. We anticipate making effective use of the toner printer next 
year to produce items for sale.

This year, we also hosted two successful workshops in the Craft Area, focused on creating door
roundels for summer and Halloween. These sessions attracted new members and introduced 
more people to our facilities and activities.

Through the generosity of a local second-hand furniture supplier, we upgraded our premises 
with refurbished tabletops and storage cupboards at minimal expense, significantly enhancing 
our environment.

Spen Shed contributed to two community projects during the year. In collaboration with 
Friends of Batley Library, we created 'post boxes' for a Woggle Hopping Day event in Batley 
Park, utilizing donated compost bins and wood, which were then artistically painted. 
Organizers appreciated the contribution and reported a successful, well-received event. 
Additionally, we produced engraved signposts for a local community garden, further 
strengthening our presence within the community.

We participated in stalls across three local towns selling goods made by members, yielding 
varying degrees of success but providing valuable publicity for our group. Looking ahead, we 
aim to increase our engagement in community initiatives and have joined the ‘Friends of 
Heckmondwike’ and ‘People Helping People’ networking events to support this objective.

We extend our appreciation to the owners of Ponderosa for providing suitable premises at no 
rental cost. Although we anticipated responsibility for electricity expenses, billing was delayed 
for two years; we have now received and settled the bill, just after the year end, which was 
capped at £6,000 through the generosity of our premises' owners.

Janet McGlynn
Treasurer/Trustee
Spen Shed 
6 January 2026



Spen Shed Accounts YTD - 1/11/24 - 31/10/25

Income £ Expenditure £
Weekly Subs £3,309.50 Workshop £1,060.36
Annual Membership £130.00 Craft Room £841.19
Member Donations £201.80 Refreshments £307.97
Donations £812.70 Cleaning £43.83
Sales £740.65 Admin £737.70
Stalls £748.32 Stalls Cost £121.50

Printer £65.39
Awards £80.00
Square Fees £7.79
Heating £15.22

Community Projects £300.00 Community Projects £180.99
Plant Sales £121.00 Plant Costs £12.64
Workshops £165.00 Workshop Costs £81.80

Xmas Lunch 2024 £69.00 Xmas Lunch 2024 £616.00

YTD Income £6,597.97 YTD Expenditure £4,172.38

Summary General Accounts

Opening Bank Balance £10,096.50 Closing Bank Balance £12,632.92
Opening Cash £251.86 Closing Cash in Hand £141.03
Opening Balance £10,348.36 Closing Balance £12,773.95

Income £6,597.97 Bal B/fwd £10,348.36
Expenditure £4,172.38 YTD £2,425.59
YTD £2,425.59 Balance £12,773.95

Restricted Accounts 2024-25

Grant Income £ Grant Expenditure £
Benches & Garden £2,000.00 Benches & Garden £2,000.00
Printer/Craft £1,763.00 Printer/Craft £1,763.00

Still Available £0.00
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ANNUAL RETURN REPORT

CHARITY NAME: SPEN SHED

CHARITY NUMBER: 1203484

YEAR ENDING: 4 APRIL 2024

REF NO: AR24-C10-DEF1-11b-1203484-B

THE CLUB BACKGROUND

Spen Shed registered with the Commission in June 2023 when based in a 
disused classroom in the grounds of Gomersal School, which had been 
closed some time before.

At that time, the workshop classroom would only accommodate a 
maximum of 7 people, but was a success story meeting the aims and 
needs perfectly.

Kirklees Council then gave very short notice of a need to vacate, to allow 
them to sell the land for building development with vacant possession.

With the assistance of the local MP, Kim Leadbeater, and working with the
owner of the Ponderosa estate in Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire, new 
premises were found within Ponderosa.

In 2024 the club was allocated two buildings on the site, the first a large 
workshop suitable for a woodwork area, the second a clean craft area 
with the required facilities for both male and females.

Kirklees Council provided a free van to move all equipment to the new 
site

It did take some time to organize both buildings, especially the much 
larger workshop, to fully provide a greatly increased working 
environment, fully complying with Health & Safety legislations.

The proprietors/owners of the Ponderosa, initially in the form of Howard 
Cook, provided both units totally free of any rent or rates, the only 
payment being for the electricity used.

The club grew quickly and currently stands at a regular attendance of 19 
men and 8 ladies.
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THE PURPOSE OF THE CLUB

Spen Shed was set up initially, and still maintains the original purpose, to 
provide an environment to support actively the mental health, wellbeing and 
friendship for those suffering from a number of conditions, both physical and 
mental. Among these are members suffering al  levels of depression, anxiety, 
loneliness and no contact with others. Some members are actively encouraged 
to come along by the Community Support Groups, including Social Services. 
Members are free to choose whatever they wish to do, even just sit and chat 
over coffee.

Annual membership fee is £20, and a subscription of £3 for one day and £2 
above that is charges, this provides all equipment used, tea and coffee and 
biscuits. Occasionally bacon sandwiches are also provided.

The club meets 3 days a week, Monday, Wednesday and Thursdays.

In the main, members engage in the making of woodworking items, as well as 
laser and Cricut machine fabrications. These are mainly generated to sell at 
local markets to raise funds, or if a member wishes to take an item home, a 
small payment towards the wood cost is sought. This year, members attended 
a superb Christmas dinner at the Lakeside Restaurant, located on the 
Ponderosa Zoo site, subsidized by the club in a  small way, which turned out to 
be a simply wonderful day, enjoyed by each and every one.

FINANCES

I have already indicated the annual membership fee and the subscription fees 
for the days attended. It does mean that a member can attend 3 days for a 
total of £5 per week.

Income from subscription payments does not fully meet the spending on 
materials, refreshments etc. and initial source of additional income was 
generated from market stalls, mainly on the Heckmondwike Craft Market, which
meets once a month between April and October, but closes in the winter 
months.

The average income raised between £80 and £150 per session, which included 
money from a tombola part, which proved very popular and attracted the public
to view the handicraft items for sale.

In addition, Kim Leadbeater, MP organized an annual ‘Run for Jo’ event, in 
memory of her sister Jo Cox MP, who was tragically killed during her term of 
office. We were proud to be part of that event.

In the year, Kim Leadbeater also hosted the regional awards under the remit of 
Community Action in the field of Wellbeing and Wellness Awards. We were 
proud to have received the award for the Men’s Mental Health Category at a 
special dinner arranged by Kim. The certificate is proudly displayed on the wall 
in the Clean Craft Area.

Spen Shed Annual Report for Charity Commission April 2025 – Page 2



Income – Annual membership fee is £20, plus subscription of £3-£5 per 
week depending on days attended.

4 markets a year have raised approximately £300-£450 per year

In addition, our Funding member has sought funding from a number of 
sources, in the main local authority basis. These are as follows:-

November 2023 – Sir George M Fund - £2000

November 2023 – Kirklees Council - £6952.96*

*- This amount was not for daily use – it was for electricity costs by 
way of a grant from the local authority as a set up provision, held 
separately for that sole purpose.

April 2024 – Third Sector Leaders - £716.96

April 2024 – Locale Community Grant - £1500

The grant for £2000 in November and £1500 in April, were for specific 
purposes, one being a card cutting machine and printer (£1500) and the 
second for the purchase of a laser wood cutter and laptop. Both of which 
are in use by members within the club guidelines.

Day to day finances were moved by way of a Day Book showing all 
income against all expenditure, such items being wood, screws and other 
hardware, refreshments, cleaning etc.

The Cash in Hand balance at 1-11-24 was £251.86 and Cash in Bank 
available £1734.81

Every penny gained into funds is used exclusively for members, in 
providing the above items. No payments are made towards charities 
outside of the Club.

CURRENT POSITION

In March 2025 I resigned as Chairperson, and all trustees also resigned. 
This followed a serious disagreement when a financial operation 
(independent) were allowed to utilize the space we held, and at no time 
made any financial contribution towards the running of the club. Friction 
was clear, not just with the administration but reflecting on members 
also, some of whom left.

 The matter is ongoing, but the Club continues to operate, and a new 
management of trustees is expected to be notified shortly.

I submit this report for 2024/25 as a true and accurate reflection of the 
Spen Shed registration within the Charity Commission.
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Wayne Perriman
22/4/25
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Footnote to Wayne Perriman’s report dated 22/4/25

14/7/25

The above report was submitted as a paper copy to the Charity 
Commission by the then Chairman, Wayne Perriman, in April 2025 and 
was not seen previously by any member of the Spen Shed or Trustees. 
Hence it was not agreed by the Club prior to submission. This copy was 
obtained from Wayne Perriman to enable the new management to fulfil 
their obligations to the Charities Commission.

No financial daybook or any other records have been handed over. 
Previous Bank statements have now been acquired by the new 
management. The Bank balance at 1st November 2024 on handover was 
£10,096.50 and not £1,734.81 as previously mentioned in the above 
report. The cash in hand was correct at £251.86.

We have still not received an electricity bill from the owners of Ponderosa 
which may account for the £6952.96 restricted grant not being used.

Janet McGlynn
Treasurer (since 1/11/24)
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