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I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  1 5  S Q U A R E

T h e  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  1 5  S q u a r e  s u b m i t  t h e i r  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  a n d
f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  b e g i n n i n g  o n  t h e  1 s t  A p r i l  2 0 2 4 ,  t o  t h e
3 1 s t  M a r c h  2 0 2 5 .  1 5  S q u a r e  i s  a  C h a r i t a b l y  I n c o r p o r a t e d  O r g a n i s a t i o n
f o u n d e d  b y  D r  J o h n  W a r r e n  i n  1 9 9 5 ,  o r i g i n a l l y  n a m e d  N O R M - U K .

I t  b e c a m e  a  n a t i o n a l  U K  c h a r i t y  i n  1 9 9 8 .  T h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  c h a r i t y  a r e ;

T o  a d v a n c e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o
c i r c u m c i s i o n ,  t h e  f o r e s k i n  a n d  i t s  f u n c t i o n ,  b y  p u r s u i n g :

a )  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a c c u r a t e  h e a l t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  b o t h
c i r c u m c i s e d  a n d  i n t a c t  m e n  w h o  h a v e  f o r e s k i n  i s s u e s  a n d  t o
p a r e n t s / c a r e r s  a n d  t h e  w i d e r  p u b l i c ;

b )  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  h e l p
a v o i d  u n n e c e s s a r y  c i r c u m c i s i o n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h o s e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e
i s s u e s  a s s o c i a t e d ;
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c )  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e
e f f e c t s  o f  c i r c u m c i s i o n  a n d  h e a l t h
p o l i c i e s  a n d  l a w s  t h a t  r e f l e c t
i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  a r o u n d
c i r c u m c i s i o n ,  t h e  u s e f u l  r e s u l t s  o f
w h i c h  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c
b e n e f i t .

W e  o f f e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  c a r e  a n d
f o r e s k i n  p r e s e r v i n g  t r e a t m e n t s  f o r
d i s o r d e r s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  f o r e s k i n .  W e
a l s o  o f f e r  h e l p  a n d  a d v i s e  t o  m e n  a n d
t e e n a g e r s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  d a m a g e d
e i t h e r  p h y s i c a l l y  o r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y
b y  c i r c u m c i s i o n .



W e  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  s e r v i c e  u s e r s  r e g a r d i n g  f o r e s k i n  h e a l t h
c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  h o w  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e m  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  r e s o r t  t o
u n n e c e s s a r y  a n d  u n w a n t e d  s u r g e r y .

W e  a i m  t o  r a i s e  m o r e  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  f u n c t i o n  a n d  v a l u e  o f  t h e
f o r e s k i n  t h r o u g h  o u r  w e b s i t e ,  s o c i a l  m e d i a ,  a n d  a w a r e n e s s  p r o j e c t s .

W e  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s i d e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  a f f e c t  s o m e  m e n  f o l l o w i n g
c i r c u m c i s i o n :

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  d a m a g e
P h y s i c a l  p r o b l e m s
I s s u e s  o f  s e x u a l  f u n c t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  a b o v e
P e r s o n a l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n

W e  w o r k  t o  i m p r o v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s  w h i l s t
h e l p i n g  t h o s e  a f f e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s .

A t  1 5  S q u a r e  w e  w o r k  t o w a r d s  b e t t e r  p u b l i c  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n
o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  t h a t  c a n  r e s u l t  f r o m  c i r c u m c i s i o n .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  a n
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  p h y s i c a l ,  a n d  s e x u a l  i m p a c t s
t h a t  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  c a n  c a u s e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e
f o r e s k i n .

W e  w a n t  b e t t e r  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  a f f e c t e d ,  a n d  t o
e n c o u r a g e  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  a n d  e t h i c a l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  p r a c t i c e .
B y  r a i s i n g  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s ,  w e  h o p e  t h a t  o n e  d a y  u n n e c e s s a r y
i n t e r v e n t i o n s  w i l l  b e  a  t h i n g  o f  t h e  p a s t  a n d  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n
n e g a t i v e l y  a f f e c t e d  w i l l  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s .
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T o  s u p p o r t  m e n  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  a f f e c t e d  p h y s i c a l l y ,  s e x u a l l y ,  o r
p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  f o l l o w i n g  c i r c u m c i s i o n  o r  m a l e  g e n i t a l  s u r g e r y ,
a n d  t o  h e l p  i n t a c t  m e n  f i n d  n o n - i n v a s i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o
c i r c u m c i s i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  u n w a n t e d  a n d  u n n e c e s s a r y
o p e r a t i o n s .

S i g n p o s t  s e r v i c e  u s e r s  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d
a d v i s e r s  t h a t  c a n  a s s i s t  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d
p r o b l e m s .

T o  g a t h e r  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t s  o f
c i r c u m c i s i o n .

T o  u s e  t h i s  e v i d e n c e  t o  i n f o r m  h e a l t h  p r o v i d e r s  &  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,
a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a n d  p r a c t i c e s
w h e n  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  a f f e c t e d ,  o r  w h e n
m a k i n g  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  a f f e c t  m e n .
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T O N Y  P E T E R S
C H A I R M A N    

T h i s  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  c o n n e c t i o n ,  g r o w t h ,
a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  i n f l u e n c e  f o r  1 5  S q u a r e .  O u r
w o r k  h a s  r e a c h e d  f u r t h e r  i n t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l
s e t t i n g s ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  p u b l i c
s p a c e s ,  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e
m e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s  w e  s u p p o r t .

O n e  o f  o u r  m o s t  m e a n i n g f u l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s
c a m e  t h r o u g h  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a n  N H S
p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t  s e e k i n g  t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d
c i r c u m c i s i o n  t r a u m a  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  h e r
c l i e n t .  T h e  p o s i t i v e  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  b o t h
p r a c t i t i o n e r  a n d  p a t i e n t  a f f i r m e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f
o u r  e x p e r t i s e ,  a n d  i t  h a s  s t r e n g t h e n e d  o u r
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  t r a i n i n g
p r o g r a m m e s  f o r  c l i n i c i a n s  a c r o s s  t h e
c o u n t r y .  I n t e r n a l l y ,  w e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  o u r  t e a m
w i t h  a  c o - o p t e d  t r u s t e e ,  n e w  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d
a d v i s o r s .

D a n  S t r a n d j o r d  a n d  L e i f  T h o m p s o n  h a v e  t a k e n  o v e r  o u r  p e e r - s u p p o r t
m e e t i n g s  ( n o w  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ) .  W e  a l s o  w e l c o m e d
p s y c h o l o g y  g r a d u a t e  M i c h a e l  D r a s h ,  w h o s e  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  c i r c u m c i s i o n
t r a u m a  e n r i c h e s  t h e  c h a r i t y ’ s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n s i g h t .  O u r  o n l i n e  e v e n t s
c o n t i n u e d  t o  t h r i v e .  T h i s  y e a r  w e  h o s t e d  s e v e r a l  p o w e r f u l  g u e s t  s p e a k e r s ,
i n c l u d i n g  R o n  L o w e  a n d  A n d r e w  L i t t l e ,  w h o s e  c o u r a g e o u s  l e g a l  c h a l l e n g e
a g a i n s t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t h a t  c i r c u m c i s e d  h i m  s p a r k e d  p r o f o u n d  d i s c u s s i o n .
T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  s y s t e m i c  b a r r i e r s  f a c i n g  t h o s e  s e e k i n g
j u s t i c e  a n d  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r  c h a n g e .

E d u c a t i o n  r e m a i n s  c e n t r a l  t o  o u r  m i s s i o n ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  p r o u d  t o  w e l c o m e
a n o t h e r  c o h o r t  o f  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  K e e l e  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l .  E a c h  y e a r ,  t h e s e
p l a c e m e n t s  h e l p  s h a p e  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  f u t u r e  d o c t o r s .  ( A n
i n v e s t m e n t  t h a t  w i l l  r i p p l e  f o r w a r d  i n t o  c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e  f o r  d e c a d e s ) .
I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  o u r  p r e s e n c e  a t  t h e  W o r l d w i d e  D a y  o f  G e n i t a l  A u t o n o m y
g r e w  s t r o n g e r ,  w i t h  n i n e  a t t e n d e e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  1 5  S q u a r e  i n  G e r m a n y .

C H A I R ’ S  R E P O R T

5

T h i s  r e p o r t  c o v e r s  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  A p r i l  2 0 2 4  t o  3 1 s t  M a r c h  2 0 2 5 .
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O u r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  a l l i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e
D a r b o n  I n s t i t u t e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  o p e n  d o o r s
f o r  g l o b a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  s h a r e d
a d v o c a c y .  W e  a l s o  e n g a g e d  w i t h  N H S
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  A l d e r  H e y
C h i l d r e n ’ s  T r u s t ,  r e v i e w i n g  t h e i r
c i r c u m c i s i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s .
W h i l e  o n g o i n g  d i a l o g u e  p r o v e d
c h a l l e n g i n g ,  w e  r e m a i n  e n c o u r a g e d  b y
t h e  r e s e a r c h  t h e y  a r e  u n d e r t a k i n g  a n d
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o m o t e  h i g h - q u a l i t y ,
e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  h e a l t h c a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n
n a t i o n w i d e .

O u r  v o i c e  w a s  h e a r d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s
a s  w e l l .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B o a r d  o f  D e p u t i e s ’  m a n i f e s t o ,  w e
e n c o u r a g e d  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  t o  s h a r e
d i v e r s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  w i t h  M P s .  W e
i n v i t e d  o u r  o w n  c o n s t i t u e n c y  M P  a n d  a
l o c a l  c o u n c i l l o r  t o  o u r  o f f i c e s  t o  d i s c u s s
o v e r s i g h t ,  p a t i e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  t h e
n e e d  f o r  r e f o r m .  T h e s e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s
h a v e  l a i d  i m p o r t a n t  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r
f u t u r e  p o l i c y  w o r k .

W e  f u r t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n e d  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  H e a l t h w a t c h  M a n c h e s t e r ,
e x p l o r i n g  i n n o v a t i v e  t o o l s  t o  h e l p  p a t i e n t s  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e i r  n e e d s
d u r i n g  G P  a p p o i n t m e n t s  ( a n  i n i t i a t i v e  w e  p l a n  t o  a d a p t  f o r  o u r  o w n  w o r k ) .

F i n a l l y ,  w e  w e r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  A  M a n  a n d  H i s  C i r c u m s t a n c e ,  a  n e w
t h e a t r e  p r o d u c t i o n  s h i n i n g  a  l i g h t  o n  m e n ’ s  i n t i m a t e  h e a l t h  a n d  t h e  l i v e d
e x p e r i e n c e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  c i r c u m c i s i o n .  T h e  p l a y  s p a r k e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s
t h a t  a r e  l o n g  o v e r d u e ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  p r o u d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i t s
d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  o n e  t h e m e  s t a n d s  o u t :  p e o p l e  a r e
l i s t e n i n g .  C l i n i c i a n s ,  p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f
t h e  p u b l i c  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a w a r e  o f  c i r c u m c i s i o n  h a r m  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r
b e t t e r  s u p p o r t  a n d  b e t t e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  O u r  m e m b e r s ’  c o u r a g e  i n  s h a r i n g
t h e i r  s t o r i e s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  g u i d e  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  d o .

T h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t h i s  y e a r .  Y o u r  c o m m i t m e n t
h a s  m o v e d  1 5  S q u a r e  f o r w a r d  i n  m e a n i n g f u l ,  l a s t i n g  w a y s .  T o g e t h e r ,  w e
w i l l  c a r r y  t h i s  m o m e n t u m  i n t o  t h e  y e a r  a h e a d .
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T h i s  y e a r ,  1 5  S q u a r e  h a s  t a k e n  m e a n i n g f u l  s t r i d e s  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e
e x p e r t i s e  o f  o u r  t r u s t e e  b o a r d .  A s  o u r  w o r k  i s  r e f i n e d ,  s o  t o o  d o e s  t h e
c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  c o m p l i a n c e  w e  m u s t  a d h e r e  t o .
R e c o g n i s i n g  t h i s ,  t h e  B o a r d  m a d e  a t t r a c t i n g  s e a s o n e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a
c o r e  p r i o r i t y  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o .  T h e  r e s u l t s  h a v e  e x c e e d e d  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,
a n d  w e  w e l c o m e  t h e  t r u s t e e s  t h a t  w e r e  e l e c t e d  l a s t  A G M ,  a n d  h a v e  b e e n
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  o u r  w o r k  a n d  t o  A n t o n y  L e m p e r t ,  o u r  c o - o p t e d  t r u s t e e .  W e
w i l l  b e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s e e k  o u t  n e w  t r u s t e e s  w i t h  r e l e v a n t  e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h e
c o m i n g  y e a r  a h e a d .

O u r  c o r e  a r e a s  o f  w o r k  c o n t i n u e  t o  i m p r o v e  a s  o u r  t r u s t e e  b o a r d  e x p a n d s .
T h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  k n o w l e d g e  h a s  n o t  o n l y  e l e v a t e d  s t r a t e g i c  d i s c u s s i o n s  b u t
h a s  s h a r p e n e d  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  a n t i c i p a t e  c h a l l e n g e s ,  a s s e s s  r i s k s ,  a n d  h a s
d e l i v e r e d  m e a s u r a b l e  i m p a c t .  N e x t  y e a r  w e  i n t e n d  t o  h o s t  a  g o v e r n a n c e
a n d  s t r a t e g y  m e e t i n g  t o  e n s u r e  c o h e s i v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c h a r i t y  a n d
e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o w a r d s  g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  p r o j e c t  d e l i v e r y .

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  o u r  w o r k  i s  e s s e n t i a l .
E v a l u a t i n g  s a f e g u a r d i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  d e v e l o p i n g  f r a m e w o r k s ,  a n d  d e l i v e r i n g
p r o j e c t s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  b e s t - p r a c t i c e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  f r a m e w o r k s  i s  a  h i g h
p r i o r i t y  f o r  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  y e a r  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  m e n  a n d
e d u c a t e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .

S t r o n g  g o v e r n a n c e  i s  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  a  r e s i l i e n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  1 5  S q u a r e
i s  n o w  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t r u s t e e s  w i t h  d e e p  k n o w l e d g e  o f  r e g u l a t o r y
c o m p l i a n c e ,  r i s k  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  o v e r s i g h t .  T h e i r
g u i d a n c e  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  p o l i c i e s ,  a u d i t  r e a d i n e s s ,  a n d  h e l p
u s  m o v e  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  t h r o u g h  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e m a n d i n g  r e g u l a t o r y
e n v i r o n m e n t .  E v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  d a t a  p r o t e c t i o n ,  s a f e g u a r d i n g ,  s i g n p o s t i n g ,
l e g a l  o r  m e d i c a l  a d v i c e ,  s t a k e h o l d e r  w e l l b e i n g ,  s t r a t e g y ,  a n d  p u b l i c
r e l a t i o n s  a r e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  1 5  S q u a r e  m u s t  b e  d i l i g e n t l y  a w a r e  o f .
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G i v e n  t h e  h e a l t h - r e l a t e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  i n  o u r  w o r k ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e
o f  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  h a s  b e e n  i n v a l u a b l e .  T h e i r  c l i n i c a l  i n s i g h t
e n s u r e s  t h a t  d e c i s i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y  a r e  g r o u n d e d  i n
e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  p r a c t i c e ,  i m p r o v i n g  b o t h  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  o u r
p r o g r a m m e s .

T h e  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  1 5  S q u a r e  h a v e  a l w a y s  e x c e l l e d  b u t  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n s u r e
w e  i n c l u d e  w i t h i n  o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  m a n a g e m e n t  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  b r i n g  l i v e d
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  1 5  S q u a r e  a d d r e s s e s .  T h e i r  v o i c e s  e n s u r e  t h a t
s t r a t e g y  r e m a i n s  r o o t e d  i n  r e a l i t y  a n d  t h a t  o u r  w o r k  h o n o u r s  t h e  m e n  a n d
f a m i l i e s  t h a t  w e  s e r v e .

L o o k i n g  A h e a d . . .

1 5  S q u a r e  e n t e r s  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r  w i t h  r e n e w e d  c o n f i d e n c e .  T h e  B o a r d  i s
n o t  o n l y  s t r o n g e r ;  i t  i s  m o r e  a l i g n e d ,  m o r e  i n f o r m e d ,  a n d  m o r e  c a p a b l e  o f
r e p r e s e n t i n g  o u r  m e m b e r s  w i t h  k e y  d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s .  W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o
p r i o r i t i s e  r e c r u i t m e n t  t h a t  d e e p e n s  e x p e r t i s e ,  b r o a d e n s  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  a n d
s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n ’ s  l o n g - t e r m  r e s i l i e n c e .  O u r  m a n a g e m e n t
t e a m  w o r k s  h a n d  i n  h a n d  w i t h  o u r  t r u s t e e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  k n o w l e d g e
b a s e  i s  c y c l i c a l ,  a n d  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  e d u c a t e  a n d  u p d a t e  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h i n
o u r  n i c h e .
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W h i l s t  w e  h a v e  r e a s o n  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  s u c c e s s e s  t h r o u g h o u t  2 0 2 4 - 2 5  f o r  t h e
c h a r i t y ,  n a t i o n a l  h e a d l i n e s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  h a v e  r e m i n d e d  u s  o f  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  o u r  w o r k  a n d  t h e  s e r i o u s  i n a d e q u a c i e s  i n  o v e r s i g h t  a n d
r e g u l a t i o n  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  c i r c u m c i s i o n .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t
t h i s  h a s  b e e n  e x a c e r b a t e d  b y  a  l a c k  o f  h i s t o r i c  a p p e t i t e  i n  p u r s u i n g
c r i m e s  a n d  n e g l i g e n c e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c i r c u m c i s i o n .  A s  s o c i e t y  s t a r t s  t o
n o t i c e  t h e s e  c o n t i n u e d  f a i l i n g s ,  w e  w i l l  s t a n d  f i r m  i n  o u r  p a s t  c o n v i c t i o n s ;
t h a t  a  f r e e  p a s s  f o r  c i r c u m c i s i o n  r e l a t e d  n e g l i g e n c e  o r  o f f e n c e s  i s  o f  n o
b e n e f i t  t o  a n y o n e .  I t  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  e n d a n g e r s  t h e  p u b l i c ,  a n d  r e c e n t  c a s e
s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  n e w s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h i s .

I t  i s  g o o d  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  c a s e s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  a  c l o s e r  l e n s  o f
s c r u t i n y  t h a n  t h e y  h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l l y .  W e  a d v o c a t e  f a i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f
e x i s t i n g  l a w  a n d  s t a n d a r d s ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g u l a t i o n ,  a n d  b e t t e r  c l a r i t y  o f
e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  I f  t h e s e  w e r e  i m p r o v e d ,  s o m e  o f  t h e s e
c a s e s  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d .

T h e s e  c a s e s  e x p o s e  t h e  l a c k  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  o v e r s i g h t  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o
c i r c u m c i s i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c r i m i n a l  n e g l i g e n c e  a s  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  s e e k  t o
p e r f o r m  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  d u e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  l e g a l
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  T h e  l a x  a t t i t u d e  h a s  l e d  t o  a  s t r i n g  o f  v i c t i m s .  B e l o w  a r e
s o m e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  c a s e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e  h e a d l i n e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r ;

A  S e c o n d  O f f e n c e  f o r  D r .  B a l v i n d e r  M e h a t  -  N o  C o n s e n t  C i r c u m c i s i o n

“ D o c t o r  c i r c u m c i s e d  s e c o n d  b o y  w i t h o u t  p a r e n t ' s  c o n s e n t ”  -  B B C  N e w s

I n  N o t t i n g h a m ,  D r .  B a l v i n d e r  M e h a t  p e r f o r m e d  a  c i r c u m c i s i o n  o n  a
s e v e n - y e a r - o l d  b o y  w i t h o u t  o b t a i n i n g  c o n s e n t  f r o m  b o t h  p a r e n t s ,  a s
r e q u i r e d  b y  B r i t i s h  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( B M A )  g u i d e l i n e s .  T h e  b o y ’ s
m o t h e r  h a d  t a k e n  h i m  f o r  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  w i t h o u t  i n f o r m i n g  h i s  f a t h e r ,
w h o  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  c i r c u m c i s i o n  o n l y  a f t e r  h i s  s o n  e x p e r i e n c e d  s e v e r e
c o m p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  r e q u i r e d  e m e r g e n c y  s u r g e r y .

T h i s  i n c i d e n t  h i g h l i g h t e d  s e r i o u s  c o n s e n t  i s s u e s  a n d  l e d  t o  r e n e w e d
s c r u t i n y  o f  D r .  M e h a t ’ s  p r a c t i c e s ,  e m p h a s i s i n g  t h e  c r i t i c a l  n e e d  f o r  p r o p e r
c o n s e n t  a n d  s a f e g u a r d i n g  i n  m e d i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s .  F r u s t r a t i n g l y ,  1 5  S q u a r e
h a v e  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  D r  M e h a t  i n  h i s  p r e v i o u s  n o n - c o n s e n t  c i r c u m c i s i o n .  I f
h i s  f i r s t  c a s e  h a d  b e e n  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l  M e d i c a l
C o u n c i l ,  t h i s  s e c o n d  c a s e  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  G M C
c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  D r .  M e h a t  h a d  l e a r n e d  h i s  l e s s o n
a n d  t a k e n  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a s u r e s  t o  n o t  r e p e a t  h i s  l a x  a p p r o a c h  t o
c o n s e n t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  t h i s  r e c e n t  c a s e  h e  n o t  o n l y  f a i l e d  t o  o b t a i n
c o n s e n t ,  b u t  h a d  t h e  w h e r e w i t h a l  t o  t r y  a n d  o b t a i n  a  s i g n a t u r e  f r o m  t h e
m o t h e r  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  s h e  w a s  a  s i n g l e  p a r e n t  -  t h u s  s h i f t i n g  t h e  l i a b i l i t y
f r o m  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  m o t h e r .  W h e n  t h i s  s i g n a t u r e  w a s  p r e s e n t e d ,  t h e  G M C
d i s m i s s e d  t h e  c a s e .  T h e y  f a i l e d  t o  a d d r e s s  h i s  b e h a v i o u r  o n c e  m o r e .
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I t  w a s  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  f a t h e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  c o n s e n t  f o r m  a n d
s i g n a t u r e  h a d  b e e n  a c q u i r e d  a f t e r  t h e  b o y  h a d  b e e n  c i r c u m c i s e d  t h a t  t h e
G M C  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  r e a d d r e s s  M e h a t ’ s  a c t i o n s ;

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  1 5  S q u a r e  w a r n e d  o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a  l a x  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s
D r .  M e h a t ’ s  a c t i o n s  d u r i n g  h i s  i n i t i a l  h e a r i n g  w i t h  t h e  G e n e r a l  M e d i c a l
C o u n c i l .
W e  h i g h l i g h t e d  s e v e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  e x p e c t e d  o f  d o c t o r s ;

W o r k  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  p a t i e n t s .
R e s p e c t  p a t i e n t s ’  r i g h t  t o  r e a c h  d e c i s i o n s  w i t h  y o u  a b o u t  t h e i r
t r e a t m e n t  a n d  c a r e .
G i v e  p a t i e n t s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  w a n t  o r  n e e d  i n  a  w a y  t h e y  c a n
u n d e r s t a n d .
S u p p o r t  p a t i e n t s  i n  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  i m p r o v e  a n d  m a i n t a i n
t h e i r  h e a l t h .
N e v e r  a b u s e  y o u r  p a t i e n t s ’  t r u s t  i n  y o u  o r  t h e  p u b l i c ’ s  t r u s t  i n  t h e
p r o f e s s i o n .

S e e :  D e c i s i o n  M a k i n g  a n d  C o n s e n t  ( u p d a t e d  2 0 2 0 )  -  B y  t h e  G e n e r a l
M e d i c a l  C o u n c i l

A t  t h e  t i m e ,  1 5  S q u a r e  c o m m e n t e d :

T h e  a c t  c o n t r a v e n e d  a l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r
p r a c t i c i n g  d o c t o r s .  I t  w a s  l e f t  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  M e d i c a l  C o u n c i l  t o  e n s u r e  a
p r o p o r t i o n a t e  c o n s e q u e n c e .  1  m o n t h  o f  s u s p e n s i o n  d o e s  n o t  a d d  u p ,
s e r i o u s l y  d a m a g i n g  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n . ”  -  1 5  S q u a r e ,  2 0 1 9 :
N o  C o n s e n t  C i r c u m c i s i o n :  A n  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  F a i l u r e .

W e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  G M C  h a v e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  y e t  a n o t h e r  o v e r s i g h t ,  t h o u g h
t h e y  h a v e  c u l t i v a t e d  a  p o o r  t r a c k  r e c o r d  i n  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s .

. . . B u t  i t  i s  n e v e r  t o o  l a t e  t o  b e  b e t t e r .

“ T h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  m a k e  i t  a l l  t h e  m o r e  i n s u l t i n g  w h e n  t h e y  ( t h e  G M C )
c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r m i n e  t h e i r  o w n  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  W i t h
c i r c u m c i s i o n  t h e y  h a v e  k n o w i n g l y  b e e n  d o i n g  t h i s  f o r  y e a r s ,  a n d  a s
e x p e c t e d ,  t h e i r  w e a k  s t a n c e  o n  i t  h a s  l e d  t o  a  r e c e n t  s c a n d a l .  T h e y
r e c e n t l y  g a v e  a  p a l t r y  1  m o n t h  s u s p e n s i o n  t o  a  d o c t o r  w h o  h a d
c i r c u m c i s e d  a  3  m o n t h  o l d  b a b y  w i t h o u t  c o n s e n t  f r o m  t h e  b a b y ’ s  m o t h e r .
T h i s  s e r i o u s l y  u n d e r m i n e s  t h e  t r u s t  i n  t h e  G M C  t o  t r e a t  t h e s e  c a s e s  w i t h
f a i r n e s s  a n d  p r o p o r t i o n .  N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e  P o l i c e  f o r c e  a n d  t h e  C r o w n
P r o s e c u t i o n  S e r v i c e  d r o p p e d  t h e i r  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  D o c t o r
p r e s u m a b l y  d u e  t o  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  “ l a c k  o f  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ”  i n  p r o s e c u t i n g
a  c i r c u m c i s i o n  w i t h  n o  c o n s e n t .
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U n a u t h o r i s e d  “ C i r c u m c i s i o n  C l i n i c ”

T h i s  i n c i d e n t  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  r i s k s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  u n r e g u l a t e d  m e d i c a l
p r a c t i c e s  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a d h e r i n g  t o  l e g a l  a n d  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  t o
p r o t e c t  p a t i e n t s :
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W e  a p p l a u d  S o u t h e n d  C o u n c i l  f o r  h o l d i n g  t h e  u n a u t h o r i s e d  “ c l i n i c ”
a c c o u n t a b l e  -  ( i t  w a s  i n  f a c t  t w o  l a m i n a t e d  s i g n s ,  a  l o u n g e  f i l l e d  w i t h
s u r g i c a l  d e v i c e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  e q u i p m e n t ) .  T h e  c o u n c i l  g a v e  f a i r  t r e a t m e n t
b y  p r o v i d i n g  c l e a r  a n d  u n m i s t a k a b l e  w a r n i n g s  p r i o r  t o  a c t i o n .  T h e r e  a r e
n u m e r o u s  c a s e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  p e r m i s s i v e
g o v e r n a n c e  d i r e c t i o n  s u r r o u n d i n g  c i r c u m c i s i o n ,  b u t  i t  i s  r a r e  a n d  b r a z e n
t o  s e e  a n  e n t i r e  u n r e g i s t e r e d  p r e m i s e s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a .  T h e
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  w e r e  i g n o r e d  i s  c o n c e r n i n g ,  a s  i t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t
t h e  o p e r a t o r s  w e r e  c u t t i n g  c o r n e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s .
T h i s  v e n u e  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  n o n - t h e r a p e u t i c  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  t h e  N i g e r i a n  a n d
M u s l i m  c o m m u n i t y .

T h e  L a b o u r  C o u n c i l l o r  f o r  t h e  w a r d  i n  q u e s t i o n  s a i d ;  “ I t  i s  f a i r  t o  e v e r y o n e
i f  p e o p l e  d o  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  p r o c e s s . ”

S o u t h e n d  h o m e  u s e d  a s  ' c i r c u m c i s i o n  c l i n i c '  f a c i n g  e n f o r c e m e n t  a c t i o n

I n  S o u t h e n d ,  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  a  h o m e  u s e d  a s  a n  u n a u t h o r i s e d
“ c i r c u m c i s i o n  c l i n i c ”  a r e  f a c i n g  e n f o r c e m e n t  a c t i o n  f r o m  S o u t h e n d
C o u n c i l .  T h e  p r o p e r t y ,  s e t  u p  t o  s e r v e  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  J e w i s h  c o m m u n i t y ,
o p e r a t e d  w i t h o u t  p l a n n i n g  p e r m i s s i o n ,  w i t h  m e d i c a l  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  a
w a i t i n g  a r e a  i n s t a l l e d  i n  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  h o m e .  D e s p i t e  w a r n i n g s  a n d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  c l i n i c  c o n t i n u e d
o p e r a t i o n s ,  p r o m p t i n g  t h e  c o u n c i l  t o  a u t h o r i s e  e n f o r c e m e n t  a c t i o n .
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N E W S  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5

D o u b l e  A m p u t a t i o n  F r o m  ‘ E x p e r i e n c e d ’  D o c t o r  i n  A u s t r a l i a

T h e  a b o v e  c a s e  s h o w s  t h a t  e v e n  “ t r u s t e d  a n d  h i g h l y  e x p e r i e n c e d ”
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a r e  a t  r i s k  o f  m a k i n g  m a j o r  l i f e  t h r e a t e n i n g  a n d  l i f e
c h a n g i n g  m i s t a k e s .  W e  r e i t e r a t e  t h a t  e v e r y  c i r c u m c i s i o n  h o l d s  r i s k s ,
m e a n i n g  t h a t  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  i s  a  m u s t .  M a n y  p a r e n t s  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y
u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  p a i n ,  t r a u m a ,  o r  g e n e r a l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  c a u s e d  t o  a n
u n k n o w n  n u m b e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  a r e  c i r c u m c i s e d ,  c a u s i n g  u n t o l d
p h y s i c a l ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  a n d  s e x u a l  i m p a c t s .

“ T o p  c i r c u m c i s i o n  d o c t o r  i s  b a n n e d  f r o m  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s
a f t e r  a m p u t a t i n g  t w o  l i t t l e  b o y s '  p e n i s e s ,  t r i b u n a l  h e a r s ”

I n  M e l b o u r n e ,  a  l e a d i n g  c i r c u m c i s i o n  d o c t o r ,  D r .  H e r s h e l  G o l d m a n ,  h a s
b e e n  b a n n e d  f r o m  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  a f t e r  m i s t a k e n l y
a m p u t a t i n g  t h e  p e n i s e s  o f  t w o  y o u n g  b o y s .  T h e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  o f
A u s t r a l i a  r e s t r i c t e d  h i s  l i c e n c e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s ,  w h e r e  o n e
c h i l d  r e q u i r e d  a  b l o o d  t r a n s f u s i o n  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  f a c e d  p o t e n t i a l
l i f e l o n g  d i s f i g u r e m e n t .  D e s p i t e  p e r f o r m i n g  o v e r  2 0 , 0 0 0  c i r c u m c i s i o n s
i n  h i s  c a r e e r ,  t h e s e  s e r i o u s  e r r o r s  l e d  t o  h i s  b a n ,  w h i c h  h e  i s  c u r r e n t l y
a p p e a l i n g .  T h i s  c a s e  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  s e v e r e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  t h a t  c a n  a r i s e
f r o m  c i r c u m c i s i o n  a n d  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s t r i n g e n t  m e d i c a l
o v e r s i g h t  a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  b o d i l y  a u t o n o m y
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A  4 7 - y e a r - o l d  L o n d o n  r a b b i ,  J o n a t h a n  A b r a h a m ,  h a s  b e e n  a r r e s t e d  i n
D u b l i n  a n d  c h a r g e d  w i t h  p e r f o r m i n g  a n  i l l e g a l  c i r c u m c i s i o n  o n  a  b a b y  b o y .
I r i s h  l a w  r e q u i r e s  a  r e g i s t e r e d  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a
r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i t i o n e r  f r o m  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r y .  A b r a h a m  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f
t h e  I n i t i a t i o n  S o c i e t y ,  w h i c h  h a s  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  U K  t o  g o v e r n
c i r c u m c i s i o n  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  c o m p l a i n t s  c o m p l e t e l y  i n t e r n a l l y ,  w i t h o u t
o v e r s i g h t  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e .  W h i l s t  t h i s  a l l o w s  r e l i g i o u s
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  t o  p e r f o r m  c i r c u m c i s i o n s  i n  t h e  U K ,  I r e l a n d  i s  k n o w n  f o r
h a v i n g  g r e a t e r  o v e r s i g h t  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s u r g i c a l  p r a c t i c e .  T h e
I n i t i a t i o n  S o c i e t i e s  t r a i n i n g  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  d o  n o t  c a r r y  a n y  l e g a l  w e i g h t
i n  I r e l a n d .

A  s i m i l a r  s c e n a r i o  w o u l d  b e  u s i n g  a  d r i v i n g  l i c e n s e  f r o m  a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y
t h a t  h a s  l a x  d r i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  p r e s u m i n g  t h a t  i t  q u a l i f i e s  t h e  d r i v e r
t o  o p e r a t e  a  c a r  w o r l d  w i d e .

U n d e r  I r e l a n d ’ s  M e d i c a l  P r a c t i t i o n e r s  A c t  2 0 0 7 ,  a n y  s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e
( i n c l u d i n g  c i r c u m c i s i o n )  m u s t  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  s o m e o n e  w h o  i s
r e g i s t e r e d  a s  a  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  i n  I r e l a n d .  A s  a n  o d d i t y  i n  t h e  U K ,
t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  n o t  m e d i c a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  a r e  u n d e r  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  f o l l o w
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  C a r e  Q u a l i t y  C o m m i s s i o n  o r  f o l l o w  m e d i c a l  e t h i c s
a n d  t a k e  t h e  H i p p o c r a t i c  o a t h .

W e  h o p e  t h a t  p r o s e c u t i o n  a n d  p u r s u i t  o f  t h i s  c a s e  s e n d s  a  c l e a r  m e s s a g e :
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  m u s t  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  l a w  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  i n .
T h e  c o u r t  e x p l i c i t l y  n o t e d  t h a t  A b r a h a m ’ s  U K  c r e d e n t i a l s  d o  n o t  e x e m p t
h i m  f r o m  I r i s h  l a w  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n .  W h e n  A b r a h a m  a p p l i e d  f o r  b a i l ,  h i s
d e f e n c e  e m p h a s i s e d  h i s  d e e p  r o o t s  i n  t h e  U K ’ s  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t y .
D e s p i t e  b e i n g  v o u c h e d  f o r  b y  I r e l a n d ’ s  C h i e f  R a b b i  a n d  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  a n d
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  t h e  l a w  a p p l i e s  t o  a l l .  T h e  j u d g e
e v e n t u a l l y  g r a n t e d  h i m  € 6 0 , 0 0 0  b a i l ,  a l l o w i n g  h i m  t o  r e t u r n  t o  L o n d o n .
W h i l s t  i m p r o v e d  c l a r i t y  a n d  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  U K  m a y  p r e v e n t  f u t u r e  c a s e s  o f
o v e r - r e a c h i n g  b y  c i r c u m c i s i o n  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  w e  w o u l d  a l s o  a d v o c a t e  f o r
i m p r o v e d  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  c i r c u m c i s i o n  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o r  m e d i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s
r a t h e r  t h a n  r e l y i n g  o n  t h e  I n i t i a t i o n  S o c i e t y  t o  s e l f - p o l i c e  t h i s  p r a c t i c e
w i t h i n  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  n o  s t a t i s t i c s  o n  t h e
c o m p l i c a t i o n  r a t e  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  I n i t i a t i o n  S o c i e t y ,  a n d
a l l  c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  w i t h i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  s e n t  i n t o  a  b l a c k
b o x .

T h i s  i s  a  c l e a r  a n d  e x p l i c i t  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  s e c u l a r
l a w s  a r e  t r e a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  e a c h  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  s h o u l d
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  c o m p l y  w i t h  r e g i o n a l  l a w s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

N E W S  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5

U n q u a l i f i e d  M o h e l  A r r e s t e d  i n  I r e l a n d
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I  h a p p e n e d  t o  s e e  a  t e x t  o n  m y  m u m ’ s
p h o n e  t o  h e r  n i e c e  w h o s e  s o n  h a d  j u s t
b e e n  c i r c u m c i s e d . . .

T h e  l e v e l  o f  i g n o r a n c e  i n  t h a t
e x c h a n g e  w a s  b e y o n d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n .

M y  m o t h e r  r e b r a n d e d  a  s h a t t e r i n g
t r a u m a  a s  m e r e l y  ' d r a i n i n g , '

T h e y  b o t h  s p o k e  a s  i f  o u r  s u f f e r i n g
w a s  j u s t  a  t r a n s a c t i o n  t h a t  ' p a y s  o f f '
i n  t h e  e n d .

I t  w a s  t w o  ' p r o t e c t o r s '  u s i n g  c a s u a l
l i e s  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  b r u t a l  r e a l i t y  o f
w h a t  t h e y  a l l o w e d  t o  h a p p e n .
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Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W

1 . N H S  P s y c h o t h e r a p i s t  C o n s u l t a t i o n

F o r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  w e  w e r e  a s s i s t i n g  a n  N H S  b a s e d  p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t .  S h e
r e a c h e d  o u t  t o  u s  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  o n e  o f  h e r  l o n g - t e r m  c l i e n t s  w i t h
c o m p l e x  i s s u e s ,  w h o  h a d  r e c e n t l y  i n d i c a t e d  t o  h e r  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p a c t e d  b y  c i r c u m c i s i o n  t r a u m a .  W h i l s t  w e  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o
r e s p e c t  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  a n d  s p e c i f i c s ,  w e  w e r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  m a n y  o f  t h e
c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t  h e  f a c e d  a n d  w e  f e l t  c o n f i d e n t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e
p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t  t o  a s s i s t  h e r  i n  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h i s  i s s u e .  V e r b a l
f e e d b a c k  f r o m  b o t h  t h e  p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t  a n d  c l i e n t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d
b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  a n d  u p o n  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  c l i e n t ,  w e  w e r e
a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  h i s  m o t h e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  s o m e  o f  t h e  i s s u e s
t h a t  h e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  u s .  S h e  w a s  g r a t e f u l  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

T h i s  c o n s u l t a t i o n  g a v e  u s  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  a s  a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w e  c a n
p r o d u c e  e d u c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m m e s  a n d  f u t u r e  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  t o
s u p p o r t  p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m
t r a i n i n g  o n  t h e  i m p a c t s  o f  c i r c u m c i s i o n .

2 . N e w  V o l u n t e e r s  f o r  S u c c e s s f u l  P r o j e c t s

I n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r  2 0 2 4 - 2 5  w e  w e r e  g l a d  t o  w e l c o m e  D a n  S t r a n d j o r d  a n d
L e i f  T h o m p s o n  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  p e e r  s u p p o r t  m e e t i n g s  t h a t  a r e  h o s t e d  o n
t h e  1 5  S q u a r e  D i s c o r d  s e r v e r .  W e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  A d r i a n  f o r  s t a r t i n g  t h e s e
m e e t i n g s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e c o m e  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  t h e  c h a r i t y ' s  o f f e r i n g s ,  a n d
w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  a t t r a c t  n e w  m e m b e r s  w h o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m
t h e  s u p p o r t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  i s  c u l t i v a t e d  b y  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d
c o n t r i b u t o r s .
W e  a l s o  w e l c o m e d  M i c h a e l  D r a s h  a s  a n  a d v i s o r  t o  1 5  S q u a r e .  M i c h a e l  h a s
a  B a c h e l o r s  D e g r e e  i n  P s y c h o l o g y ,  a n d  h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  e x p l o r e d  t r a u m a
c a u s e d  b y  c i r c u m c i s i o n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  M i c h a e l  h a s  h a d  a n  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h i s
i s s u e  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  a n d  w e  w e l c o m e  h i s  e x p e r t i s e  t o  c o m p l i m e n t  o u r
c u r r e n t  t e a m .

3 . G u e s t  S p e a k e r s  a n d  O n l i n e  P r e s e n t a t i o n s

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  r e q u e s t s  m a d e  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  o n l i n e
m e e t i n g s  i s  t o  i n v i t e  g u e s t  s p e a k e r s  f r o m  o u r  w i d e r  c o m m u n i t y  o f
i n d i v i d u a l s  w o r k i n g  t o  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  c i r c u m c i s i o n  h a r m .  W e  h a v e
h o s t e d  s e v e r a l  g u e s t  s p e a k e r s  t h i s  y e a r  i n c l u d i n g  R o n  L o w  o f
T L C T u g g e r . c o m  t o  d i s c u s s  p r a c t i c a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  a d v i c e ,  a n d  A n d r e w  L i t t l e ,
p l a i n t i f f  a g a i n s t  t h e  C a n a d i a n  h e a l t h c a r e  i n s t i t u t i o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s
c i r c u m c i s i o n .  Y o u  c a n  f i n d  a  s u m m a r y  o f  A n d r e w ’ s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e
n e x t  p a g e . . .
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W e  w e r e  g l a d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  o u r  f r i e n d s  a t  G A L D E F  ( G e n i t a l  A u t o n o m y
L e g a l  D e f e n c e  a n d  E d u c a t i o n  F u n d )  h a d  r a i s e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  A n d r e w  L i t t l e ,
a  s t u d e n t  o f  m e d i c i n e  f r o m  C a n a d a  ( c u r r e n t l y  s t u d y i n g  i n  t h e  U K ) .
A n d r e w  i s  i n  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n  o f  t a k i n g  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t h a t
c i r c u m c i s e d  h i m  t o  c o u r t .  E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  w e  i n v i t e d  A n d r e w  t o  d i s c u s s
t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  c a s e  a n d  h i s  b a t t l e  t o  f i g h t  f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e
h a r m  t h a t  h e  f e e l s  w a s  c a u s e d  b y  a  l a c k  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  l e g i t i m a t e l y
g i v e  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t .

A n d r e w  t a l k e d  a b o u t  h o w  t h e  h o s p i t a l  h a d  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  c o u r t  c a s e
b y  r e f l e x i v e l y  s u i n g  A n d r e w ’ s  m o t h e r  i n  r e s p o n s e .  T h i s  t i c  f o r  t a c
b e h a v i o u r  s h o w s  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  h e a l t h c a r e  s y s t e m ,
w h e r e b y  l a r g e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  c a n  e c o n o m i c a l l y  b u l l y  m a n y  p e o p l e  o u t  o f
m a k i n g  a  l e g a l  s t a n c e .  W e  a d m i r e  A n d r e w ’ s  t e n a c i t y  a n d  c o n v i c t i o n ,  a n d
h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  p u s h e d
c i r c u m c i s i o n  u p o n  p a r e n t s  w i t h o u t  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  a n d  t h a t  t h e y
s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e .

H i s  t a l k  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  b a r r i e r s  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  s e e k i n g  l e g a l  r e s t i t u t i o n
a n d  a c h i e v i n g  a  s u c c e s s f u l  o u t c o m e ,  i n c l u d i n g ;  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s
p e r i o d s ,  f i n d i n g  a n d  f u n d i n g  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  i m b a l a n c e  i n  c o u n s e l ,
r i s k ,  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t r e s s  o f  l e g a l  b a t t l e s ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p a r e n t a l
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  c a s e  l a w ,  a n d  t h e  l a c k  o f  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s
s u r r o u n d i n g  c i r c u m c i s i o n  h a r m .

T h e  f o r m a t  h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  w e l l  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  d r o v e  e n g a g e m e n t  t o
o u r  o n l i n e  m e e t i n g s ,  w h i l s t  s t i m u l a t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  a f t e r w a r d s .  W e  l o o k
f o r w a r d  t o  h o s t i n g  t a l k s  b y  L e e a n n e  M o r r i s ,  N e i l  W a l b r a n ,  a n d  E r i c  C l o p p e r
i n  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  y e a r  a h e a d .

4 . K e e l e  S t u d e n t s

E a c h  y e a r  w e  a r e  p r o u d  t o  h o s t  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  K e e l e  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  f o r
t h e i r  s e c o n d  y e a r  p l a c e m e n t s .  L a s t  y e a r  w e  h o s t e d  6  i n  t o t a l ,  h o w e v e r  w e
w e r e  a s k e d  t o  h o s t  a  f u r t h e r  5  f i r s t  y e a r  s t u d e n t s  f o r  a  s h o r t e r
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  1 5  S q u a r e ’ s  w o r k .  T h e  i n d u c t i o n  s y l l a b u s  t h a t  w e  u s e  h a s
b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  e n c o u r a g i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  o w n  a r e a s  f o r
f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  w i t h i n  t h e  m e d i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  c i r c u m c i s i o n .  W e  c o n t i n u e d
t o  u s e  t h i s  f o r m a t  t h i s  y e a r  a n d  w e l c o m e d  a n o t h e r  3  s t u d e n t s .  T o p i c s
e x p l o r e d  i n c l u d e  p a t i e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e a r l y  i n t e r v e n t i o n s ,  p a t h o l o g i e s ,
p a t i e n t  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g ,  a n a e s t h e s i a ,  s k i n  t r e a t m e n t s ,  a n d  e x p l o r a t o r y
c a s e  s t u d i e s .
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5 . W o r l d w i d e  D a y  o f  G e n i t a l  A u t o n o m y

I n  M a y  2 0 2 4  n i n e  m e m b e r s  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  1 5  S q u a r e  a t t e n d e d  t h i s
y e a r ’ s  W o r l d w i d e  D a y  o f  G e n i t a l  A u t o n o m y .  W e  w e r e  j o i n e d  b y  a l l y  a n d
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  D a r b o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  T i m  A r k e l l .  T i m  i s  a  h u m a n
r i g h t s  l a w y e r  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  a  f e r v e n t  s u p p o r t e r  o f  o u r  c a u s e ,  a n d  a
m e m b e r  o f  1 5  S q u a r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  e v e n t ,  t h e r e  w e r e
o u t d o o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d  t w o  n e t w o r k i n g  e v e n i n g s  i n  w h i c h  a t t e n d e e s
l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  w o r k  f r o m  o t h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  W e  w e r e  g l a d  t o  p r e s e n t ,
a n d  w e  h a v e  a g r e e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  w e  c a n  a s s i s t  t h e  t e a m  i n
G e r m a n y  ( M O G I S  E . V )  w i t h  n e x t  y e a r s  e v e n t .  T h e  D a r b o n  I n s t i t u t e  a r e  w e l l
a l i g n e d  w i t h  o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  a n d  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  h a v e  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s
a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s  w o r k ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n  a w a r e n e s s  c a m p a i g n ,
a n d  b e s t  p r a c t i c e  w h e n  w o r k i n g  i n  o u r  s e c t o r .

6 . A l d e r  H e y

T w o  o f  o u r  v o l u n t e e r s  h a v e  t a k e n  o n  a  p r o j e c t  t o  i m p r o v e  o n l i n e
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  p a t i e n t s ,  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  T o  d o  t h i s ,  t h e y  h a v e
a s s e s s e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  A l d e r  H e y  C h i l d r e n ’ s  T r u s t .  W e
c h o s e  A l d e r  H e y  a s  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t h e  l e a d i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i n
t h e  N H S  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u r r o u n d i n g  c i r c u m c i s i o n
a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  t o  i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  f o r e s k i n .  W e  b e l i e v e d
t h e y  w o u l d  b e  r e c e p t i v e  t o  o u r  i n p u t ,  a n d  w e  a i m e d  t o  r a i s e  t h e  b a r  a s
h i g h  a s  w e  c a n  i n  o r d e r  t o  u s e  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c i t a t i o n
f o r  o u r  o w n  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  O n e  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  m e t  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  o n
s i t e  i n  L i v e r p o o l .  W h i l s t  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w a s  c o r d i a l ,  i n  t h e  e n d  t h e  t r u s t
w a s  n o t  r e c e p t i v e  t o  a m e n d i n g  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e i r  n e x t  r e v i e w .
W e  h a d  a l s o  h o p e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  f r e q u e n t  d i a l o g u e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e  b e l i e v e
t h a t  t h e y  k e p t  u s  a t  a r m s  l e n g t h  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  i s
u n b i a s e d  b y  a s s o c i a t i o n  a s  t h e y  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  c o n d u c t i n g  r e s e a r c h  i n t o
f o r e s k i n  a l t e r n a t i v e s .

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  o u r  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  w e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r s
a n d  a c a d e m i c s  a t  t h e  t r u s t  a r e  t a k i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  s e r i o u s l y  a n d  a s k i n g  t h e
r i g h t  q u e s t i o n s .  W e  w i l l  s t i l l  u s e  t h e i r  c i r c u m c i s i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s o u r c e
t o  c i t e  o u r  o w n  s i m i l a r  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  r a i s e  t h e  b a r  a c r o s s
o t h e r  N H S  h e a l t h c a r e  t r u s t s  t h a t  d o  n o t  h a v e  h i g h  q u a l i t y  i n f o r m a t i o n
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  i n - h o u s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .
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7 . W o r l d  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S e x u a l  H e a l t h  C o n g r e s s

F o r  t h e  2 0 2 4  W A S  C o n f e r e n c e ,  T i m  H a m m o n d  f r o m  t h e  U S A  c o o r d i n a t e d  a
r e c o r d e d  p r e s e n t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  h i m s e l f ,  D a v i d ,  a n d  A l p h o n s o  ( a n o t h e r  U S
c o n t r i b u t o r ) .  T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w a s  t a r g e t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  c l i n i c i a n s  a t  t h e
W o r l d  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  S e x u a l  H e a l t h  t o  h e l p  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  t h o r o u g h l y
u n d e r s t a n d  f o r e s k i n  r e s t o r a t i o n  b a s e d  o n  T i m  H a m m o n d ’ s  r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h .
T h i s  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  l i v e  s e s s i o n  l a t e r  o n .  D a v i d  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  l i v e d
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  m e n  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  o u r  m e m b e r s  q u a l i t a t i v e
s t o r i e s  t h a t  w e  h e a r  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  w e  p r o v i d e .  W e  i n t e n d  t o
c o n t i n u e  p r e s e n t i n g  a t  t h e s e  c o n f e r e n c e s  a s  t h e  a t t e n d e e s  t e n d  t o  b e
w o r k i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  a c a d e m i c s  w h o  w o u l d  b e  i n  k e y  p o s i t i o n s  t o  a c t
o n  t h e i r  i m p r o v e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  i n f l u e n c e  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .

8 . B o a r d  o f  D e p u t i e s  -  O p e n  L e t t e r  t o  G o v e r n m e n t

I n  J u n e  2 0 2 4 ,  T h e  N a t i o n a l  S e c u l a r  S o c i e t y  p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l e
d i s c u s s i n g  a  m a n i f e s t o  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D e p u t i e s  o f  B r i t i s h  J e w s .
W i t h i n  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  t h e  d e f e n c e  o f  i n f a n t  c i r c u m c i s i o n .
T i t l e d  ‘ T h e  J e w i s h  M a n i f e s t o  2 0 2 4 ’ ,  t h i s  h e a v i l y  p r e s c r i p t i v e  d o c u m e n t
a i m e d  t o  a c t  a s  a  u n i t e d  v o i c e  o f  B r i t i s h  J e w s  i n  o r d e r  t o  l o b b y  t h e
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  o f  B r i t a i n .  W h i l s t  w e  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
a d v o c a c y ,  t h e  N S S  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n i n g  i n c l u s i o n s  w i t h i n
t h e i r  m a n i f e s t o  w h i c h  a f f e c t  t h e  w o r k  o f  1 5  S q u a r e ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  i m p l y
t h a t  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  f a i t h  a n d  h e r i t a g e  a r e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  i n f a n t
c i r c u m c i s i o n .  T h i s  u n d e r m i n e s  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  c r i t i q u e
c i r c u m c i s i o n  a n d  r a i s e  e t h i c a l  a n d  h e a l t h  c o n c e r n s ,  b o t h  w i t h i n  t h e
J e w i s h  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  o u t s i d e  i t .

T h e  m a n i f e s t o  i t s e l f  e n c o u r a g e s  B r i t i s h  J e w s  t o  l o b b y  i n  f a v o u r  o f
p r o t e c t i n g  r i t u a l  c i r c u m c i s i o n  f r o m  p r o g r e s s i v e  r e f o r m .  M a n y  o f  1 5
S q u a r e ’ s  m e m b e r s  c o m e  f r o m  c u l t u r e s  p r a c t i s i n g  c i r c u m c i s i o n ,  s o  i n  J u l y
o f  2 0 2 4  w e  e n c o u r a g e d  o u r  a u d i e n c e  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  t h e i r  M P ’ s  a n d  t o  g i v e
t h e i r  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  v o i c e s  a r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  w h e n
c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  p e r t a i n s  t o  c i r c u m c i s i o n .

“ C a n  o n e  r e a l l y  b e  J e w i s h  a n d  a g a i n s t  c i r c u m c i s i o n ?  I s  a  J e w i s h  m a n
r e a l l y  J e w i s h  i f  h e  i s  n o t  c i r c u m c i s e d ?  A r e  n o n - c i r c u m c i s i o n  J e w s
r e j e c t i n g  J u d a i s m ?  T o  p u t  i t  s i m p l y — y e s ,  o n e  c a n  b e  J e w i s h  a n d  a g a i n s t
c i r c u m c i s i o n . ”  -  L i n d s e y  J a c k s o n ,  P h D

( L i n d s e y  J a c k s o n  i s  a  P h D  c a n d i d a t e  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e l i g i o n s  a n d  C u l t u r e s  a t
C o n c o r d i a  U n i v e r s i t y . )

2 1



Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  o u r  o w n  m e s s a g i n g ,  w e  i n v i t e d  o u r  c o n s t i t u e n c y  M P  t o
o u r  o f f i c e s  i n  S t o n e ,  S t a f f o r d s h i r e ,  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  c h a r i t y  a n d  r a i s e
o u r  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  o v e r s i g h t ,  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g ,  a n d  t h e  q u a l i t a t i v e
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  m e n  w h o  f e e l  l e t  d o w n  b y  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o .  W e  w e r e
g r a t e f u l  t h a t  h e  h e a r d  o u r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  a n d  w e  w i l l  b e  r e l y i n g  o n  h i s
r o l e  i n  f u t u r e  p r o j e c t s  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  m a k i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  h e a l t h
p o l i c y .  W e  a l s o  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  t o p i c  o f  c i r c u m c i s i o n  w a s  n o t  a n
e a s y  w a y  t o  g a i n  f a v o u r  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o h o r t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  f e e l  s t r o n g l y  a b o u t  t h i s  i s s u e  -  f r o m
w i t h i n  t h e  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  w i t h o u t .  W e  a l s o  w e l c o m e d  A l e c
S a n d i f o r d ,  o n e  o f  o u r  B o r o u g h  C o u n c i l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w h o  j o i n e d  u s  i n
t h e  o f f i c e  a f t e r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  v i s i t  u s  d u r i n g  l a s t  y e a r ' s  A G M .

9 . M a n c h e s t e r  H e a l t h w a t c h

1 5  S q u a r e  h a v e  t a k e n  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  H e a l t h w a t c h  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a r o u n d
t h e  U K .  R e g i o n a l  H e a l t h w a t c h  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  h a v e  s t a t u t o r y  p o w e r s  t o
i n v e s t i g a t e  N H S  p r e m i s e s  a n d  r e p o r t  o n  h e a l t h c a r e  p o l i c y  a n d  p r a c t i c e s
f r o m  a  w a t c h d o g  a n d  p a t i e n t  a d v o c a c y  p e r s p e c t i v e .  L a s t  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r ,
N e i l  W a l b r a n ,  f r o m  H e a l t h w a t c h  M a n c h e s t e r  i n t e r v i e w e d  D a v i d  f o r  a
c o n v e r s a t i o n  o n  h e a l t h c a r e  r e t i c e n c e  i n  m e n  a n d  t o  a s k  a b o u t  o u r  w o r k .

T h i s  y e a r ,  D a v i d  w e n t  a l o n g  t o  o n e  o f  t h e i r  m e e t i n g s  i n  M a n c h e s t e r  t o
l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e i r  w o r k .  W e  t o o k  i n t e r e s t  i n  o n e  o f  H e a l t h w a t c h ’ s  t r i a l
s c h e m e s  l a u n c h e d  i n  E s s e x .  P a t i e n t s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  c a r d s  t o  t a k e
i n t o  t h e i r  G P  a p p o i n t m e n t s .  T h e s e  c a r d s  h a d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  h e a l t h c a r e
p r o v i d e r s  t o  i n f o r m  t h e m  a b o u t  b a r r i e r s  a n d  b e s p o k e  c o n d i t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g
t h e m ,  a n d  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e m  w h i l s t  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e i r
i n d i v i d u a l  c h a l l e n g e s .  T h e  Q R  c o d e s  a l l o w e d  p a t i e n t s  a n d  h e a l t h c a r e
p r o v i d e r s  t o  a c c e s s  s i m p l e  r e s o u r c e s .  W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a d a p t  t h i s
s u c c e s s f u l  s c h e m e  f o r  f u t u r e  p r o j e c t s ,  a s  i t  w a s  w e l l  r e c e i v e d  b y  p a t i e n t s
a n d  h e a l t h c a r e  p r o v i d e r s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  a d d s  l e g i t i m a c y  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  d i s p e l s  a n y  a s s u m p t i o n s  t h a t  t h e i r  c o m p l a i n t s  a r e  i s o l a t e d
o r  u n i q u e  i n c i d e n t s  -  a n  i s s u e  t h a t  w e  h e a r  o f  a l l  t o o  o f t e n .

1 0 . A w a r e n e s s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  C a m p a i g n :  “ A  M a n  a n d  h i s  C i r c u m s t a n c e “

L a s t  A G M  w e  w e l c o m e d  T o m  C a i n ,  T h e a t r e  W r i t e r ,  D i r e c t o r ,  a n d  P r o d u c e r
f r o m  S o u t h p o r t .  T o m  t o o k  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  o u r  s u b j e c t  a f t e r  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n
w i t h  a  f e m a l e  h o u s e m a t e : L a s t  A G M  w e  w e l c o m e d  T o m  C a i n ,  T h e a t r e
W r i t e r ,  D i r e c t o r ,  a n d  P r o d u c e r  f r o m  S o u t h p o r t .  T o m  t o o k  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  o u r
s u b j e c t  a f t e r  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  a  f e m a l e  h o u s e m a t e :

“ M y  h o u s e m a t e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  s h e  a n d  h e r  f e m a l e  f r i e n d  h a d  a
c o n v e r s a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e i r  f e m a l e  b o d y  p a r t s .  T h i s  s t e m m e d
f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e m  w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  t h e m s e l v e s  b u t  w a s  r e a s s u r e d  a f t e r
h a v i n g  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  c l o s e  f r i e n d …  W h e n  m y  h o u s e m a t e
a s k e d  i f  l a d s  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  s o r t  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  I  l a u g h e d  a t  t h e
p o s s i b l e  i d e a  o f  i t . ”

2 2



Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W

S i n c e  t h a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  T o m  d e c i d e d  t o  w r i t e  a  p l a y  t h a t  l i f t e d  t h e  t a b o o
a r o u n d  i n t i m a t e  m e n ’ s  h e a l t h  i s s u e s ,  a n d  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  h e a v i l y  f e a t u r e d
c i r c u m c i s i o n .  D e a l i n g  w i t h  i s s u e s  o f  r e c o v e r y ,  a e s t h e t i c s ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p
p r e s s u r e ,  m o c k e r y  f r o m  f r i e n d s ,  c o p i n g  m e c h a n i s m s ,  a d d i c t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r
a r e a s  o f  s e x u a l  h e a l t h ,  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a i m e d  t o  n o r m a l i s e  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f
d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  m e n  t o  s e e k  h e l p  w h e n  n e e d e d .  T h e  1 5  S q u a r e
t e a m  p r o d u c e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  l e a f l e t s  a n d  Q R  c o d e s  t o  a c c e s s  o n l i n e
r e s o u r c e s  f o r  a t t e n d e e s  a n d  w e n t  a l o n g  t o  s u p p o r t  T o m ’ s  e f f o r t s  a l o n g
w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c h a r i t y .  T o m  e v e n  i n c l u d e d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l
s c e n e  i n  t h e  p l a y  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  f r o m  1 5  S q u a r e  a b o u t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s
a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e n ,  a n d  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e  p r o c e d u r e .

“ W i t h  s e v e n  l a r g e r  t h a n  l i f e  c h a r a c t e r s  m u l t i - r o l l e d  b y  t h r e e  a c t o r s  t h i s
n e w  p l a y  l o o k s  u p o n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m e s s a g e  o n  m e n ’ s  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h ,
e n c o u r a g i n g  m e n  t o  l o o k  o u t  f o r  t h e  s i g n s  o n  t h e i r  ‘ d o w n - b e l o w ’ ,  i n  a n
a t t e m p t  t o  d i s p e l  t h e  t a b o o  s u b j e c t  o n  m e n ’ s  g e n i t a l  h e a l t h  i s s u e s .
D o n ’ t  w o r r y  t h e r e  i s  n o  n u d i t y  i n  t h i s  s h o w ! ”
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F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

B Y  D U N C A N  M A R S H A L L

H O N .  T R E A S U R E R  &  T R U S T E E

2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5
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T R E A S U R E R ’ S  S T A T E M E N T

N o t e s  o n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  e n d e d  3 1 s t  M a r c h  2 0 2 5

T h e  A c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  M a r c h  2 0 2 5  w e r e  e x a m i n e d  b y
A l i s o n  H o r t o n  l a s t  w e e k  a n d  i n  t h a t  y e a r ,  w e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  r a i s e d  £ 3 1 K  i n
d o n a t i o n s  m a i n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  o u r  s u p p o r t e r s .  T h i s
a c h i e v e m e n t  r e f l e c t s  a  w o n d e r f u l  c o m m i t m e n t  b y  m a n y  a n d  a  f e w .  T h a n k
y o u  a l l .

C a s h  i n  t h e  b a n k  h a s  f a l l e n  i n  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  b u t  h a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y
r e c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  m o n t h s .  C r e d i t o r s  a s  a l w a y s  a r e  z e r o  o t h e r  t h a n
t h e  H M R C  t a x  w h o m  w e  p a y  e v e r y  t h r e e  m o n t h s .

M e m b e r s ’  s u b s c r i p t i o n  i n c o m e  r e m a i n s  a t  a  s t e a d y  l e v e l ,  a n d  t h e  c h a r i t y
a r e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  l o y a l t y .

W i t h  o n l y  t w o  e m p l o y e e s  w e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a f f e c t e d  b y  c h a n g e s  t o
e m p l o y e r s ’  n a t i o n a l  i n s u r a n c e .

I n s u r a n c e  i n c r e a s e s  h a v e  b e e n  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  m a r k e t  i n  g e n e r a l .
A c c o u n t a n c y  c o s t s  a r e  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  c o s t  o f  u s i n g  o u r  S a g e
A c c o u n t i n g  s o f t w a r e .

A n  o v e r d u e  u p g r a d e  t o  o u r  o f f i c e  c o m p u t e r s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  o u r  e f f i c i e n c y .

W e  m a y  b e  l o o k i n g  t o  m o v e  o f f i c e  s o o n ,  b u t  w e  w o n ’ t  b e  g o i n g  f a r .

A n  e x c e l l e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  t e a m  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  s u p p o r t  a n d  g u i d a n c e  f r o m
t h e  B o a r d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  d r i v e  o u r  s u c c e s s .

D u n c a n  M a r s h a l l .
T r u s t e e  a n d  H o n .  T r e a s u r e r .  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 5 .

I  h a v e  p r e p a r e d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  y e a r  e n d e d  3 1 s t  M a r c h
2 0 2 4 .  T h i s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  A p p e n d i x  o n  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  d o c u m e n t .

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  3 1 S T  M A R C H  2 0 2 4
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F i r s t  F l o o r ,  6 9 a  H i g h  S t r e e t
S t o n e
S t a f f o r d s h i r e
S T 1 5  8 A D

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 4 -
2 0 2 5

C H A R I T Y  C O M M I S S I O N  R E G .  N O :
P R I N C I P A L  A D D R E S S :

C o n s t i t u t i o n  –  V e r s i o n  a m e n d e d
2 0 2 3

G O V E R N I N G  D O C U M E N T :

O B J E C T S  O F  T H E  C H A R I T Y :

T o  a d v a n c e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o
c i r c u m c i s i o n  a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  s u r g i c a l  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  g e n i t a l s
i n c l u d i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  t r e a t m e n t s  a n d  o f f e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  a d v i c e  o n
s u c h  m a t t e r s  

C H A R I T Y T R U S T E E S & O F F I C E R S :

J o h n  D a l t o n
G a y e  B l a k e  R o b e r t s  M B E
L e s l e y  R o b e r t s

A l a n  C u m m i n g

A r c h i v i s t
H o n  A d v i s o r s
A m b a s s a d o r

P a t r o n

P a s t  P a t r o n s B r i a n  S e w e l l  ( o b i t )
P r o f e s s o r  J a c k  C o h e n  ( o b i t )
M a r y  C r o n k  O B E  ( o b i t )

B A N K E R S :

C A F  B a n k  L t d
2 5  K i n g s  H i l l  A v e n u e
W e s t  M a l i n g ,  K e n t ,
M E 1 9  4 J Q

I N D E P E N D E N T  E X A M I N E R :

A l i s o n  H o r t o n  O r c h a r d
C o t t a g e  B i s h o p s  O f f l e y
S t a f f o r d  S T 2 1  6 E T

1 0 7 2 8 3 1  /  1 2 0 3 2 8 4  ( U p d a t e d  2 0 2 3 )

1 5 s q u a r e . o r g . u k

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Chief Officer
Deputy Chief Officer

Tony Peters
Peter Ball
James Battrick
Duncan Marshall
Sarah Thirlwall
Richard Duncker
Neil Walbran
Leeanne Morris
John Warren
David Smith
Jason Metters



A  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  1 5
S q u a r e ' s  f u n d i n g  i s  r e c e i v e d
f r o m  l e g a c i e s .

S o m e  o f  t h e s e  l e g a c i e s  a r e  f r o m
m e n  w h o  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e i r  o w n
l i v e s ,  b u t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  m e n  w e r e
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t e d  b y
c i r c u m c i s i o n .

W e  w o r k  t i r e l e s s l y  t o  i m p r o v e
r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
t h i s  i s s u e .

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d o n a t e
p l e a s e  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e .

1 51 5 S q u a r e . o r g . u kS q u a r e . o r g . u k1 5 S q u a r e . o r g . u k
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15 SQUARE 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2025 

The Charity was registered on 25th May 2023 as a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO), having previously been an unincorporated Charity which 
was registered on 7th December 1998 under a Trust Deed dated 25th April 1998. 

The Charity number is 1203284. 

The address of the Charity is: First Floor Offices, 69 High Street, Stone ST15 
8AD. 

The Trustees as at 31st March 2025 were Mr Tony Peters, Dr John Warren,  
Dr Peter Ball, Sarah Thirlwall, James Battrick, Richard Duncker, Leeanne Morris, 
Neil Walbran and Duncan Marshall. 

The Charity’s activities aim to educate the public on all aspects of male 
circumcision, the foreskin, and its functions. This includes providing accurate 
health information and support to both circumcised and intact men facing 
foreskin-related issues, as well as to parents, caregivers, and the public. The 
Charity also offers guidance on conservative treatments to help avoid 
unnecessary circumcisions and supports individuals affected by these issues. 
Additionally, the Charity promotes research into the effects of circumcision and 
advocates for health policies and laws that ensure informed consent, with the 
findings made available for public benefit. 

Our financial position remains strong supported by legacies, membership fees, 
private member’s donations and other small income. 

Page 2 



15 SQUARE 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2025 

TREASURER’S STATEMENT 

Accounting Policies: 

a) Basis of Accounting

The Accounts are presented on a cash, payments and receipts basis rather than accruals. 

There were no significant transactions outstanding at the year end.

b) Fund Accounting

All funds are unrestricted for the use at the discretion of the Charity in the furtherance of 

its charitable objectives.

c) Tangible Fixed Assets

The Charity does not own freehold property. The Charity’s office premises are used on a 

rental basis under an agreement with LM Stone Limited.

d) Incoming resources

All voluntary giving is included in the financial statements for the period in which it 
received. Membership fees (£40 per annum per member) and donations are subjected to 
tax recovery (gift aid) where appropriate and are recognised as income when it is received. 
Legacies are accounted for on receipt and other income also recognised when it is 
received.

e) Resources expended

Salaries and fees are paid monthly and are included with all other expenses in the financial 

statements for the year in which they are paid.

f) Taxation

The Charity is exempt from taxation in respect of income and capital gains received to the 

extent that such income or gains are applied exclusively to the objects of the Charity.

I have prepared the financial statement on page 4 for the year ended 31st March 2025. 

D S Marshall 
Treasurer/Trustee 

14th November 2025 
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15 SQUARE
 ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2025

GENERAL ACCOUNT

Income 2024 2025 Expenditure 2024 2025

Donations 20,361  30,955  Salaries 36,637  40,136  

Gift Aid 16,414  5,634  Professional Fees 23,040  23,220  

Memberships 5,304  5,524  Office Rent 9,600  9,600  

Keele Interns 3,281  4,875  Electric Heating 2,063  2,453  

Rental Income 4,800  4,800  Employers Pens 1,644  1,701  

Future Choices -  1,200  Travel & Accom. 421  1,027  

Bank Interest 1,266  776  Office Equipment 280  974  

Grants -  -  Office Software 537  578  

Legacies -  -  Internet 503  548  

Insurance 491  515  

Bank Charges 387  383  

Refreshments  - 353  

Sundry 206  236  

Landline 100  105  

Website Domain 60  60  

Postage 29  18  

Training 196  -  

Repairs & Rnls 128  -  

V'teer Expenses 76  -  

Total Income 51,426  53,764   Total Expenditure 76,322  81,907  

BALANCE SHEET

2024 2025

Opening Balances 70168 45712

Expenditure Excess -24456 -28285

Accruals & Prepayments -658 1684

Closing Bank Balances 45712 19111

Duncan Marshall - Honorary Treasurer

1st April 2025
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF 15 SQUARE 
Charity Commission Registration number: 1203284 

I report to the Charity's Trustees on my examination of the accounts of 15 Square for 
the year ended 31 st March 2025. 

Responsibilities and basis of report 

As the Charity Trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in 
accordance with the requirements of the Charity Act 2011 fthe Act'). 

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under 
section 145 of the 2011 Act, and in carrying out my examination I have followed all 
the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5b) of 
the Act. 

Independent examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to 
my attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in 
any material respect: 

1. The accounting records were not kept in respect of section 130 of the Act, or 
2. The accounts do not accord with those records, or 
3. The accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements concerning the 

form and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) 
Regulations 2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a 'true 
and fair view' which is not a matter considered as part of an independent 
examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the 
examination to which attention should be drawn in this report to enable a proper 
understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

Signed 

Name: Alison Horton FCCA 

Address: Orchard Cottage, Bishops Offley, Stafford ST21 6ET. 
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15 SQUARE 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2025 

The Charity was registered on 25th May 2023 as a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO), having previously been an unincorporated Charity which 
was registered on 7th December 1998 under a Trust Deed dated 25th April 1998. 

The Charity number is 1203284. 

The address of the Charity is: First Floor Offices, 69 High Street, Stone ST15 
8AD. 

The Trustees as at 31st March 2025 were Mr Tony Peters, Dr John Warren,  
Dr Peter Ball, Sarah Thirlwall, James Battrick, Richard Duncker, Leeanne Morris, 
Neil Walbran and Duncan Marshall. 

The Charity’s activities aim to educate the public on all aspects of male 
circumcision, the foreskin, and its functions. This includes providing accurate 
health information and support to both circumcised and intact men facing 
foreskin-related issues, as well as to parents, caregivers, and the public. The 
Charity also offers guidance on conservative treatments to help avoid 
unnecessary circumcisions and supports individuals affected by these issues. 
Additionally, the Charity promotes research into the effects of circumcision and 
advocates for health policies and laws that ensure informed consent, with the 
findings made available for public benefit. 

Our financial position remains strong supported by legacies, membership fees, 
private member’s donations and other small income. 
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15 SQUARE 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2025 

TREASURER’S STATEMENT 

Accounting Policies: 

a) Basis of Accounting

The Accounts are presented on a cash, payments and receipts basis rather than accruals. 

There were no significant transactions outstanding at the year end.

b) Fund Accounting

All funds are unrestricted for the use at the discretion of the Charity in the furtherance of 

its charitable objectives.

c) Tangible Fixed Assets

The Charity does not own freehold property. The Charity’s office premises are used on a 

rental basis under an agreement with LM Stone Limited.

d) Incoming resources

All voluntary giving is included in the financial statements for the period in which it 
received. Membership fees (£40 per annum per member) and donations are subjected to 
tax recovery (gift aid) where appropriate and are recognised as income when it is received. 
Legacies are accounted for on receipt and other income also recognised when it is 
received.

e) Resources expended

Salaries and fees are paid monthly and are included with all other expenses in the financial 

statements for the year in which they are paid.

f) Taxation

The Charity is exempt from taxation in respect of income and capital gains received to the 

extent that such income or gains are applied exclusively to the objects of the Charity.

I have prepared the financial statement on page 4 for the year ended 31st March 2025. 

D S Marshall 
Treasurer/Trustee 

14th November 2025 
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15 SQUARE
 ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2025

GENERAL ACCOUNT

Income 2024 2025 Expenditure 2024 2025

Donations 20,361  30,955  Salaries 36,637  40,136  

Gift Aid 16,414  5,634  Professional Fees 23,040  23,220  

Memberships 5,304  5,524  Office Rent 9,600  9,600  

Keele Interns 3,281  4,875  Electric Heating 2,063  2,453  

Rental Income 4,800  4,800  Employers Pens 1,644  1,701  

Future Choices -  1,200  Travel & Accom. 421  1,027  

Bank Interest 1,266  776  Office Equipment 280  974  

Grants -  -  Office Software 537  578  

Legacies -  -  Internet 503  548  

Insurance 491  515  

Bank Charges 387  383  

Refreshments  - 353  

Sundry 206  236  

Landline 100  105  

Website Domain 60  60  

Postage 29  18  

Training 196  -  

Repairs & Rnls 128  -  

V'teer Expenses 76  -  

Total Income 51,426  53,764   Total Expenditure 76,322  81,907  

BALANCE SHEET

2024 2025

Opening Balances 70168 45712

Expenditure Excess -24456 -28285

Accruals & Prepayments -658 1684

Closing Bank Balances 45712 19111

Duncan Marshall - Honorary Treasurer

1st April 2025
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF 15 SQUARE 
Charity Commission Registration number: 1203284 

I report to the Charity's Trustees on my examination of the accounts of 15 Square for 
the year ended 31 st March 2025. 

Responsibilities and basis of report 

As the Charity Trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in 
accordance with the requirements of the Charity Act 2011 fthe Act'). 

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under 
section 145 of the 2011 Act, and in carrying out my examination I have followed all 
the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5b) of 
the Act. 

Independent examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to 
my attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in 
any material respect: 

1. The accounting records were not kept in respect of section 130 of the Act, or 
2. The accounts do not accord with those records, or 
3. The accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements concerning the 

form and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) 
Regulations 2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a 'true 
and fair view' which is not a matter considered as part of an independent 
examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the 
examination to which attention should be drawn in this report to enable a proper 
understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

Signed 

Name: Alison Horton FCCA 

Address: Orchard Cottage, Bishops Offley, Stafford ST21 6ET. 
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