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Hetton Buddies 
Trustees Report for the year ended 31 December 2023. 
 
The Trustees presents its report and independently examined financial statements for the year ended 31 
December 2023. 
 
Reference and Administrative Information  
 
Charity Name:    Hetton Buddies 
 
Charity registration number: 1202647 
 
Registered Office and operational address:  

c/o ELCAP, The Access Point, Brickgarth, Easington Lane, Tyne & Wear, DH5 0LE  
 
Trustees: 
 
Claire Burt 
Ann Hartley  Appointed Chair 3007/24  
Kym Robertson Secretary 
Lisa Matias-Ruiz Treasurer 
Samantha Welch Chair resigned 30/07/24 
 
 
 
Advisors: 
 
Independent Examiner: Shaun Newton,  

c/o ELCAP, The Access Point, Brickgarth, Easington Lane, DH5 0LE 
Bankers:   Nat West, 12 Market Place, Durham, DH1 3NG 
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1. Objectives and Activities 
 

1.1. Overview 
Hetton Buddies is . . . 
 
 
1.2. Summary of the purposes of the charity as set out in its governing document 

 
1. To relieve the needs of Children and Young People with learning difficulties and disabilities and their 

parents, carers and siblings by providing opportunities for play and recreation in the interests of 
social welfare in a safe and secure environment and by providing support and practical advice to 
parents and carers. 

2. The promotion of social inclusion among parents and carers of children with learning difficulties and 
disabilities who are socially excluded from society, or parts of society, as a result of their child’s 
condition by providing advice, guidance and general support and recreational opportunities in the 
interests of social welfare with objective of improving their conditions of life. 

 
 
1.3. Summary of the main activities in relation to those purposes for the public benefit, in particular, 

the activities, projects or services identified in the accounts 
 
Throughout the year in question Hetton Buddies usually held two weekly sessions aimed at 
children and Young People with SEN and other disabilities. Buddies Toddlers on a Monday 
morning and the Hetton Buddies sessions on a Friday evening during term time. During the 
school holidays some of the sessions were either replaced with a trip out or an event. 
 
There was only the two weeks of the Christmas Holidays where there were no Buddies sessions 
this was to give the trustees and volunteers a time of respite with their families and to also allow 
our members to visit friends and families in the holidays across the festive period which was not 
usually possible. 
 
Average attendances are 15 at the Toddlers and 35 at the Friday sessions.  
 
The Toddler session offers sensory play in addition to the usual soft play and outdoor play but in 
a safe and secure environment which provides a form of assurance to the parents and carers 
that their child is both in a safe environment which includes both the physical and also the social 
environment. 
 
The Friday sessions offer indoor and outdoor activities aimed at children of school age with a 
variety of activities on offer at any one time.  
 
 

1.4. Statement confirming whether the trustees have had regard to the guidance issued by the 
Charity Commission on public benefit. 
 

Trustees take the Charity Commission guidance on public benefit into account when planning all 

of its activities.  

 

2. Achievements and Performance 
 
2.1. Summary of the main achievements of the charity, identifying the difference the charity’s work 

has made to the circumstances of its beneficiaries and any wider benefits to society as a whole. 
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Hetton Buddies continued to grow during the year in question and ended the year with a 
satisfactory level of reserves in order to provide financial security in planning for the current 
year.  
 
Our Trustee with fundraising responsibilities worked hard during the year and this generated 
86% of our income for the year in question and without these grants we would have struggled to 
provide the services and activities that we did. 
 
This level of fundraising has also brought us into new, working relationships with a number of 
local and regional funders who fully support our work and mission.  
 
Numbers of attendees was maintained during the year and both groups continue to operate at a 
maximum level.  
 
The benefits we have seen not only apply to those with SEN and other disabilities but also to 
their parents and carers who find peer support from within the group, which has included them 
seeking a diagnosis and the resulting benefit claims associated with supporting those with 
additional needs. The members themselves have developed socially and emotionally as they 
are now able to mix and socialise within a group setting which for many was unheard of before 
they joined our group.  

 
3. Financial Review 
3.1. Review of the charity’s financial position at the end of the period. 

Hetton Buddies saw an income of £25.8k with expenditure of £22.8k leaving a surplus of £2.9k 
ad a year end balance to carry forward of £8.45k. This is a pleasing year end result for the 
charity. 
 

3.2. Statement explaining the policy for holding reserves stating why they are held 
Hetton Buddies has a policy of holding a minimum of 6 months worth of unrestricted income 
which for the year in question would be £5.1k based on an income of £10.15k. As the 
unrestricted income at the year end was £6.4k this minimum amount was in place.  
 

3.3. Details of fund materially in deficit 
Not applicable/ 

 
3.4. Explanation of any uncertainties about the charity continuing as a going concern 

There is no uncertainty of the charity ability of being a going concern.  
 

4. Structure, Governance and Management 
4.1. Description of charity’s trusts: 

Hetton Buddies is registered as a CIO using the Foundation model of governance. The charity 
registration number is: 1202647. 
 

4.2. Trustee selection methods including details of any constitutional provisions e.g. election to post 
or name of any person or body entitled to appoint one or more trustees 
 
Trustees are elected at the AGM held on an annual basis.  
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Declarations 

The company has taken advantage of the small companies’ exemption in preparing the report 
above. 
 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report (including directors’ report) 
above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees/directors: 
 
 
 

Signature 

 

 
 
 

Name Claire Burt 
Position Trustee 
Date 30/07/24 
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Independent Examiner’s Report 

I report on the accounts for the year ended 31 December 2023 set out on pages 12 to 16. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
The trustees (who are also the directors of the company for the purposes of company law) are responsible 
for the preparation of the accounts. The charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year 
under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is 
required. 
 
Having satisfied that the charity is not subject to an audit under company law and is eligible for independent 
examination, it is my responsibility to:  

• examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act, D19 

• to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission (under 
section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act), and  

• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 
Basis of independent examiner’s statement 
My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity Commission.  
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures 
in the accounts and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures 
undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion 
is given as to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair’ view and the report is limited to those matters 
set out in the statement below. 
 
Independent examiner's statement 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

 
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements 

 
 - to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 386 and 387 of the Companies Act 2006 

and 
 - to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records, comply with the accounting 

requirements of Sections 395 and 395 of the Companies Act 2006 and with the methods and 
principles of the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland ( FRS 102 ) ( effective 1 January 2015 ) 

 
have not been met or:- 
 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of 
the accounts to be reached. 

 
Shaun Newton 
c/o ELCAP 
The Access Point 
Brickgarth 
Easington Lane 
DH5 0LE 
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2023 
 
 Note Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted  

Funds 
2023 

     
INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS     

Sessional Fees  2264.48  2264.48 

Donations incl raffles  1377.29  1377.29 

Charitable income – grants  6510.00 15612.90 22122.90 

     

TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES  10151.77 15612.90 25764.67 

     

EXPENDITURE     

Charitable activities     

Event costs incl rent  6343.53 10118.91 16462.44 

Equipment  49.98 5998.03 6038.01 

Raffe prizes  180.00  180.00 

Insurance  109.6  109.60 

  6683.11 16106.94 22790.05 

     

NET INCOME  3468.66 -494.04 2974.62 

     

BALANCE B / FWD  3055.28 2429.6 5484.8 

     

BALANCE C / FWD  6463.72 1995.78 8459.50 

 
 
 
 
 


