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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Structure and governance

1. The History of Parliament Trust was established by a Declaration of Trust made on 31
December 1940, varied by an Order of the Chancery Division of the High Court made on
12 March 1956 and by Schemes made by the Secretary of State for Education and Science
on 6 January 1967 and 27 October 1971 and the Charity Commissioners on 24 July 1996
with a charity number 306034. The Scheme made by the Charity Commissioners in 1996
provides that the body of Trustees should comprise four ex officio Trustees and such
number of Co-opted Trustees as the Trustees may think fit; provided that the total number
of Trustees shall not be less than five nor more than fifteen. The ex officio Trustees are
as follows (provided that they are willing to act in this capacity): the Chairman of
Committees in the House of Lords (now usually known as the Senior Deputy Speaker),
the Chairman of Ways and Means in the House of Commons, and the Clerk Assistant in
the House of Commons. The Clerk of the Parliaments is also an ex officio Trustee: he has
delegated these responsibilities to the Librarian in the House of Lords. Co-opted Trustees
are appointed by a resolution of the Trustees. The Trustees and their Secretary are listed
on p. 3. The Trustees appoint an Editorial Board of distinguished scholars to advise them
on academic policy and staff appointments. The members of the Board during the year
are listed on p. 4. The staff of the Trust are headed by its Director, who is responsible for
directing the management and administration of the History, has overall responsibility for
supervising the research and editorial work, and also acts as secretary to the Editorial
Board. The Trust also appoints an Executive Committee, whose function is to prepare an
agenda for the Trustees’ quarterly meetings and take such decisions as are needed in the
period between those meetings.

2. During 2022/23, the Trustees applied to the Charity Commission for the creation of a new
Charitable Incorporated Organisation, with the title of the History of Parliament Trust. The
Charity Commission accepted the application, and the new Trust (CIO) was registered in
February 2023, with Charity Number 1202089. The assets, liabilities and operations of the
former Trust were transferred to the new CIO, HPT on 31 August 2023. The 1940 History
of Parliament Trust ceased operations following the deed of transfer to the new Trust
(CIO).

3. The Trust receives a grant in aid, the terms of which were announced to both Houses of
Parliament on 20 February 1951 and to the House of Commons on 27 July 1967. In 2024-
25 the Trust received 64% (normally 70%) of its grant in aid from the House of Commons
Administration Estimate; the remaining 36% (normally 30%) was received from the House
of Lords Estimate. The change in percentage shares in 2024-25 was due to the early
receipt of the quarter 1 House of Commons grant in the last few days of 2023/24. A
Financial Memorandum agreed between the Trustees and the authorities of both Houses
sets out the aims and objectives of the History of Parliament Trust and the administrative
and financial arrangements for its activities, including the conditions for the grant in aid.
The grant in aid is approved annually by the Commissions of both Houses, with scrutiny
also by the respective Finance Committees. The Trust's own Finance Committee brings
together the Treasurer and Director with senior finance officials of both Houses and is the
primary forum for the discussion of the Trust's grant in aid.

4. The trustees have examined the major risks the Trust faces. It has in place systems to
monitor and control those risks to mitigate any impact they may have on the History in the
future. It will continue to review its assessment of these risks as part of its annual
Corporate Planning process.
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Objectives and activities

5. The History of Parliament Trust is a major academic project to create a scholarly reference
work describing the members, constituencies and activities of the Parliament of England
and the United Kingdom. The volumes either published or in preparation cover the House
of Commons from 1386 to 1868 and the House of Lords from 1558 to 1832. They are
widely regarded as an unparalleled source for British political, social and local history.
Progress to date is presented in table 1 and 2 below.

Table 1: Overall Progress on House of Commons

Time period Status

Pre-1386

1386-1421 Published (1992)
1422-1460 Published (2020)
1461-1504 In Progress
1509-1558 I"! Published (1982)
1558-1603 Published (1981)
1604-1629 Published (2010)
1640-1660" Published (2023)
1660-1690 Published (1983)
1690-1715 Published (2002)
1715-1754 Published (1970)
1754-1790 Published (1964)
1790-1820 Published (1986)
1820-1832 Published (2009)
1832-1868 In Progress
1868-1945 Scheduled
1945-present ©°! In progress

Note

[1] The last Parliament of Henry VII sat in 1504. Henry VIII did not summon his first Parliament until 1509

[2] There was no Parliament summoned between 1629 and 1640

[3] The Contemporary History Project covers the post-1945 period. Its current focus is creating a substantial
collection of life story interviews with former MPs.
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Table 2: Overall Progress on House of Lords

Time period Status

Pre-1386

1386-1421

1422-1460

1461-1504

1509-1558

1558-1603 In Progress
1604-1629 Published (2021)
1640-1660 In Progress
1660-1715 Published (2016)
1715-1790 In Progress
1790-1820 Scheduled
1820-1832

1832-1945

1945- present In Progress

6. The original charitable objective for the 1940 History of Parliament Trust was the

8.

compilation of a literary and historical work know as ‘The History of Parliament’. The
revised charitable objectives of the Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) are as
follows:

To advance the education of the public in general on the subject of the History of
Parliament through:
e Scholarly and historical research on the Parliament of the United
Kingdom and its predecessors, those who have been members of
these bodies, parliamentary constituencies and elections, and
parliamentary politics and institutions in general.
¢ Disseminating and interpreting the results of this research to the
widest possible audience.
e The encouragement of research by others on the History of
Parliament and Parliamentary institutions.
e The promotion of related scholarly and educational activities.

The volumes on the House of Commons consist of detailed studies of elections and
electoral politics in each constituency, and of closely researched accounts of the lives of
everyone who was elected to Parliament in the period. The volumes on the House of Lords
provide political biographies of peers. In addition, the volumes contain surveys drawing
out the themes and discoveries of the research and adding information on the operation
of Parliament as an institution.

The History has now published over 27,000 biographies and 3,200 constituency surveys
in fourteen sets of volumes (65 volumes in all). They deal with the House of Commons
1386-1421 (1992), 1422-1461 (2020), 1509-1558 (1982), 1558-1603 (1981), 1604-29
(2010), 1640-1660 (2023), 1660-1690 (1983), 1690-1715 (2002), 1715-1754 (1970), 1754-
1790 (1964), 1790-1820(1986) and 1820-32 (2009); and the House of Lords 1604-1629
(2021) and 1660-1715 (2016). All of the House of Commons articles published up and
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10.

11.

12.

13.

including to 2010 are now available on www.historyofparliamentonline.org. The History's
staff of professional historians is currently researching the House of Commons in the
periods 1461-1504 and 1832-1868, and the House of Lords in the period 1558-1603, 1640-
1660 and 1715-1790.

As well as the biographies and constituency surveys, the History undertakes an oral history
project designed to record long interviews with former Members of Parliament. These are
deposited in the British Library and are made available to researchers.

Since 1995, the History has been funded principally by the two Houses of Parliament. It is
based close to its original host, the Institute of Historical Research, University of London.
It was founded before the Second World War, the brainchild of Josiah Wedgwood MP, a
Labour parliamentarian and minister, and revived after the war when a number of the
greatest British historians of the day, including Sir Lewis Namier, Sir Frank Stenton and
Sir John Neale, were involved in its re-establishment. The project is governed by its
Trustees, who are mainly Members and Officers of both Houses of Parliament. The quality
of the project's research and writing is monitored by an Editorial Board of historians. For
further details see the History’s website at www.historyofparliamentonline.org.

The History’s objectives and its performance against previous objectives are set out in its
annual plan. An annual plan was last approved by the Trustees in July 2024 and an
updated plan was presented and approved Trustees in October 2025. Once the website
has been re-launched the annual plan will be published online.

The Trust strives to ensure that the impact of its activities on the environment, consumers,
employees, communities, stakeholders and all other members of the public sphere is taken
into account at all times.

Trustees are provided with a set of documents concerning the charity and their
responsibilities as Trustees. These are reviewed and updated with each appointment and
as necessary. The Director provides additional induction material relating to current issues.
New Trustees are offered more information through briefings by the Director and Secretary
and are invited to visit the History. Trustees are required to sign a declaration indicating
their understanding of their responsibilities as Trustees.
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST

Review of achievements and performance in the year 2024-25

OVERVIEW

1.

During the year, the History added a further 1 million words of scholarly research to the
project, including almost 300 biographies and 24 constituency histories. In addition, the
History has recorded a further 129 hours of life histories of former parliamentarians, and
completed 17 interviews. A detailed summary of the History’s work across scholarly
research, public engagement and academic engagement is below. The Trust website
development project continued to progress and is almost completed. A new fundraising
strategy was developed.

Alongside the continued publication of scholarly research, the HPT has been progressing
plans to review its ways of working and the associated premises required to deliver those
plans After 20 years based in Bloomsbury Square, the HPT has moved to a smaller

building with reduced accommodation costs as a result. In 2024-25, the financial
memorandum was revised following the conversion to the CIO.

Following the July 2024 general election, the HPT has recruited several new trustees (see
details on p.3).

A Year in
Numbers

Tm | 287k | 300

words added to the active users on our new biographies
project website written
hours of oral podcast new constituency
history recorded downloads histories written
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Progress Charts
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4. Progress in each of the History’s five current research projects and the oral history project
is described below.

The House of Commons 1461-1504

5. The project, begun in 2020 in succession to the 1422-61 Commons project, and expected
to be completed in around 2037, is the largest of the History’s current projects. In its
completed form it is expected to comprise some 1334 biographical articles and 148
constituency surveys. It is concerned with the membership of the House of Commons
during the reigns of Edward IV, Edward V, Richard Il and Henry VII. This was a period
characterised by political instability and repeated usurpations of the throne (1461, 1470,
1483, 1485). Moreover, it was also a crucial period in terms of its parliamentary history,
during which we first see in operation many elements of parliamentary procedure familiar
from the present day. Conversely, the project has to contend with two major problems, the
near complete loss of the parliamentary election returns for the reign of Henry VIl and half
of that of Edward IV, and the decline of both narrative sources and large parts of the public
records from the later 1460s. As aresult, itis often difficult to establish more than an outline
of the biographies of many local MPs.

Summary Progress Table for 24-25:

Total number of Biographies Articles: 67

Total number of Constituency Articles (where | 7
applicable):

Total number of revised articles (where

applicable): 11

Total Number of Words Written: 139,663

Research highlights:

6. Dr. Mackman’s work on the quorum of the commissions of the peace has led to the
discovery of a number of hitherto unknown commissions of the peace. Among the striking
discoveries in ongoing work on the pardon rolls for the period was a pardon granted by
Richard Il to his sworn enemy John Morton, later archbishop of Canterbury, in the days
before the battle of Bosworth.

Biographies completed by the team include

7. Sir Thomas Burgh: MP for Lincoinshire 1463, 1467, 1478. One of the most prominent
figures of the Yorkist regime, a knight for the King’s body and Edward IV's Master of the
Horse, Burgh navigated the various military and political difficulties of the period, serving
three monarchs and eventually reconciling himself to the new Tudor monarchy and being
elevated to the peerage. From a relatively humble but well-connected background, he
established himself as the chief Yorkist agent in Lincolnshire, building up a significant
landed base and a spectacular (and still extant) new house at Gainsborough, and being
involved in most of the key events of the Yorkist and early-Tudor period. While much of
his parliamentary career is probably obscured by the lack of evidence, research for this
biography has now established that he almost certainly sat in the 1463 Parliament,
probably for Lincolnshire. 11,369 words.

8. Sir Hugh Peshale: he was heir to one of the principal gentry families of Staffordshire,
although he did not live to inherit. He advanced himself to the ranks of the knights of King's
body by fighting for Henry VIl at Bosworth. Yet, despite his rank, he failed to secure a valid
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10.

1.

election for the borough of Stafford, a seat for which he was singularly over-qualified, to
the Parliament of 1487. Two lesser men, both servants of the county sheriff, Sir Henry
Willoughby, were returned in his stead. There can be no doubt that Willoughby rather than
the borough electors were responsible for his exclusion, but there is no evidence to reveal
Willoughby’s motives. As he too was a member of the new King’s household, he might
have been expected to facilitate Peshale’s election. 2,117 words.

John Sturgeon: he came from a Devon family, but Sturgeon’s father had brought the family
to Hertfordshire where this MP also made his home. From an early date a member of
Edward IV's household, Sturgeon served first as clerk of the ordnance and then as Master
of the ordnance during Edward’s campaigns in France. He was subsequently appointed
to the national office of Master of the ordnance, but dismissed in 1482. His final years were
largely spent on his private affairs. MP Hertfordshire 1472, 1478. 2,386 words.

Constituency articles completed by the section include:

Bridgnorth: a Shropshire borough that retained representation within the limits of its
political hinterland. Several of its MPs were journeymen lawyers from the minor gentry
families from the surrounding vills. The most notable election came in 1461 when
Humphrey Blount, a Yorkist disqualified from election for the county as its sheriff, was
admitted to the borough’s freedom and immediately returned to Parliament. 2,942 words.

Derby: throughout this period, the town’s representation was dominated by its residents.
Only the election of the non-townsman, Roger Wilkinson, in 1472 is anomalous. He was a
tenant of the duchy of Lancaster manor of Wirksworth, about 14 miles north of the town,
and his return reveals something of the external forces that occasionally influenced the
town’s elections. That manor was part of the great honour of Tutbury, then in the hands of
George, duke of Clarence, but locally administered by its steward, the Derbyshire peer,
Walter Blount Lord Mountjoy. This connexion with the powerful Blount family is the only
plausible explanation for Wilkinson's election for a borough with which he had no other
documented connexion. The return of Mountjoy's younger son, James Blount’, to the same
Parliament for the county, demonstrates the family’s interest in these elections.
Furthermore, during the 1472 Parliament, the relationship between the honour of Tutbury,
the Blounts and the town’s representation was made explicit: on 12 Dec. 1474 William,
Lord Hastings, who had succeeded Mountjoy as steward, entered an indenture with
James, that ‘where the town of Derby hath granted and ordained the said lord to have the
rule and governance of the said town’, James was to have the rule in his absence. 1,583
words.

The House of Lords 1559-1601

12,

Established on 1 January 2020, the section consists of three highly experienced full time
members of staff (an editor, an assistant editor and a research fellow). It is on course to
complete in first draft form all 246 biographical entries by mid-November 2025 and to be
ready for publication at the end of June 2027. The completed volumes, consisting of both
biographies and an Introductory Survey, will be accompanied on the History of
Parliament’s website by a unique database that records in detail all the known primary
sources for the Elizabethan House of Lords.
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14.

15.

Summary Progress Table for 24-25:

Total number of Biographies 45
Articles:
Total Number of Words Written: 152,089

Research Highlights:

Entries on three major figures were drafted in the course of the last year: Robert Dudley,
earl of Leicester, Elizabeth's favourite and paramour); John Aylmer, bishop of London
1577-94 and de facto archbishop of Canterbury following the suspension of Archbishop
Grindal; and Richard Bancroft, bishop of London 1597-1604, Archbishop Whitgift's right
hand man. The entry on Leicester, for whom there is still no satisfactory biography beyond
his entry in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, examines in detail the earl’s
parliamentary influence, not only in the Commons but also in the Lords. The entries on
Aylmer and Bancroft also fill large biographical holes. Students of Bancroft will
undoubtedly find particularly interesting the latter’s fruitless diplomatic mission to Emden
in 1600, which Church historians, focussed on Bancroft’s ecclesiastical career, have
largely ignored.

Among the smaller fry whose entries have been drafted over the last year is William Grey,
13th Baron Grey of Wilton, who was captured on the fall of Calais in 1558 and yet
nevertheless attended the early stages of the 1559 Parliament, the only peer ever known
to have sat in the upper House while a prisoner of war. Another notable entry on a minor
figure is that of William West, 1st Lord De La Warr, who was admitted to the peerage in
1570 under circumstances which hitherto were unclear.

The House of Lords 1640-1660

The project began in 2022 in succession to the 1640-60 Commons section and is expected
to conclude in around 2029. When completed it will comprise the biographies of some 255
peers and bishops and an accompanying survey volume. The project covers arguably the
most dramatic and significant decade in early modern British history — the 1640s; the Lords
abolition by the Commons in 1649 meant that the House was in abeyance between then
and the Restoration in 1660. As our work is beginning to reveal, peers featured prominently
in the bicameral factions that took centre-stage at Westminster after 1640 and that
constituted England's first ever national political parties. As royal counsellors and party
politicians they helped master-mind policy and reform by both king and Parliament, and
they were intimately involved in trying to reach a settlement within Charles I's war-torn
kingdoms. Perhaps most striking of all was their high-profile participation in the modern
(by contemporary standards) ‘fiscal-military’ state that Parliament constructed to defeat
the king. The Lords sat more or less continuously during the period 1640-48 and their
business expanded hugely, becoming more politically-charged and controversial as the
decade progressed. There was a marked growth in the House’s judicial business, and this,
along with peers’ integral role in Parliament’s burgeoning — and highly authoritarian — war-
state, provoked a powerful reaction among radicals against the peerage and its
constitutional role. Investigating these developments will take the project to the heart of
popular as well as parliamentary politics in the English Revolution. The editor is Dr. David
Scott, the assistant-editor is Dr. Patrick Little, and the section’s newly-appointed research
fellow is Dr. Alex Beeton.
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18.

19.

20.

Summary Progress Table for 2024-25:

Total number of Biographies: 43

Total Number of Words Written: 218,767

Research Highlights:

Dr. Beeton was awarded the Pollard Prize for the best paper delivered by an early-career
researcher at an Institute of Historical Research seminar series, and he appeared on
Radio 4's ‘Today in Parliament’ in December. The section has written the biographies of
several major figures in 2024-5 — most notably, that of William Fiennes, 1st Viscount Saye
and Sele, the éminence grise of the parliamentarian peers during the civil war. At
approximately 32,000 words this will probably be the largest biography of the project.

Biographies completed include:

Henry Bourchier, 5th earl of BATH. A man with a very varied and colourful career,
Bourchier began life as an academic in Ireland, and succeeded to the earldom
unexpectedly, aged 50, in 1637. He was an antiquarian with a wide range of friends,
notably Archbishop Ussher, and his circle was further widened by a successful marriage
with the sister of the earl of Westmorland. He was a very active member in the first year
of the Long Parliament, working with the junto in the trial of Strafford, but then gradually
becoming disillusioned with attacks on royal authority and above all the Church. He sided
with the king in 1642, but was lukewarm in his allegiances, and his career was somewhat
checkered, as he was accused of lack of commitment and even conniving with the enemy.
He died in 1654. (13,620 words)

Francis Russell, 4th earl of BEDFORD. Long-regarded as one of the most important peers
before his death in May 1641, Bedford is revealed in this biography to be a more equivocal
figure, whose attempts to broker a settlement between the king and his critics were
hampered by ill-health and bereavement, as well as by bad-faith on both sides of the
political divide. His scheme had already failed by the time of his premature death, of small
pox, a few days before the execution of the earl of Strafford. (9,246 words)

Mildmay Fane, 2nd earl of WESTMORLAND. Fane's peerage and his extensive estates
in Kent and Northamptonshire should have made him a major political player in the 1640s.
Instead, ‘seduced by love of the Muses’, he devoted much of his time to literary pursuits,
and during a 40 year period he would write some 900 (mostly execrable) poems in English
and Latin and at least eight plays and ‘entertainments’. He was a keen angler, and some
of his better poetry recounted epic fishing trips. A royalist at the outbreak of civil war, he
was quickly captured and in 1644 made his peace with Parliament. Although labelled a
‘Presbyterian’ by English literature scholars, he was anything but and remained deeply
committed to the Church of England and the monarchy. He lived to see the Restoration
and spent his final years writing against and harassing that ‘cursed sect’ of puritans. (4,964
words).

George Goring, 1st Baron GORING OF HURSTPIERPOINT. Goring excelled in the courtly
arts of wit, easy manners and ingratiating himself with his royal masters and their
favourites. So successful was he in wringing pensions and sinecures from the early Stuart
kings or in selling himself as a manager of royal revenues that he acquired the sobriquet
of ‘captain projector’. He sided with the king during the first civil war and served as
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22.

23.

Charles's ambassador to France in 1644. Appointed general of Kent's royalist rebels
during the second civil war, he spent much of his time reading romances. Following his
inevitable defeat and capture he only narrowly escaped execution. The restored
monarchy'’s rejection in 1662 of his bid to recover the great farm of customs reportedly
broke his heart and certainly his credit, and he died shortly afterwards, leaving massive
debts. (7,559 words)

John Williams, bishop of LINCOLN. A scholar by inclination and a Calvinist theologically,
Williams became most important bishop in the Lords before the civil war. His incarceration
in the Tower of London at the hands of Archbishop Laud during the 1630s gave him great
influence with the king's opponents after his release in November 1640, but his attempts
to bring moderate reform to the Church of England were not successful, and he ended
1641 as a strong supporter of the king — a position that led to his promotion to the
archbishopric of York and, after a ill-judged attempt to overawe the Lords, his return to the
Tower. During the civil wars he held Conwy Castle for the king. (14,098 words)

The House of Lords 1715-1790

The project commenced formally in January 2018, following publication of the Lords 1660-
1715in 2016, and is set to complete in approximately 2034. During the financial year there
were 3 full-time members of staff: the editor is Dr Robin Eagles, and there were two senior
research fellows, Dr Stuart Handley and Dr Charles Littleton, though Dr Handley retired in
May 2025. The project covers a key period in the history of the Lords, which is ripe for
reappraisal and includes some of the most significant political players of the 18th century,
including Sir Robert Walpole (in the Lords as earl of Orford), William Pitt the elder (earl of
Chatham) and the duke of Newcastle. There are several peers famed for the wrong
reasons: Earl Ferrers, the last peer hanged for murder, and Lord Hervey, the author of
famously caustic memoirs of the reign of George II. During the period, the Lords also sat
in trial on the duchess of Kingston, who was convicted of bigamy. The Lords considered
issues relating to reform of the House, notably in 1719 when bills were introduced to
abolish the anomalous Scottish representative peers, replacing them with 25 hereditaries,
and freeze the size of the peerage. On several occasions, the Lords was the chosen
battleground for significant political crises to be played out, notably over the 1783 East
India bill, which precipitated the fall of the Fox-North coalition.

Summary Progress Table for 24-25:

Total number of Biographies Articles: | 69

Total Number of Words Written: 199,872

Research Highlights:

Members of the section tackled several major figures in the period, most significantly, Dr
Handley's article on William Pulteney, earl of Bath, a key figure in the opposition to Sir
Robert Walpole, and briefly appointed to the head of the treasury himself.
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29,

Biographies completed by the section include:

Hugh Boscawen, 2nd Viscount Falmouth (1707-1782): From a powerful Cornish family,
Boscawen lost his seat in the Commons in 1734, but succeeded his father the following
year. In the Lords, he opposed Walpole and his electoral role in Cornwall was fundamental
to the decline in Walpole's majority in the 1741 general election. Following Walpole's fall
he moved to support the Court, his electoral power remaining his main attraction to leaders
such as Henry Pelham, Newcastle and North. (5,089 words)

James Brydges, duke of Chandos (1674-1744): 'Princely Chandos’ was notorious for the
vast fortune he had made as paymaster general, 1705-13, with which he built his lavish
‘palace’ of Cannons. During the Whig Schism he was approached to take up leadership of
the Treasury, as a moderate Tory in a ‘broad-bottomed’ ministry. He lost heavily in the
South Sea Bubble and, having to retrench his spending, largely retired from public life after
1731, regularly assigning his proxy to Walpole's son-in-law. (6,287 words)

Thomas Howard, 3rd earl of Effingham (1747-91): Effingham resigned his military
commission in May 1775 in a public gesture of refusal to fight the American colonists. Over
the next few years, he was a key figure in the opposition to the North ministry: as a speaker
and protester, and particularly as a teller. After the fall of the North ministry he took office,
under the marquess of Rockingham as treasurer of the household, and then under William
Pitt, first as Master of the Mint, and then as governor of Jamaica. (7,047 words)

Thomas Pitt, Baron Camelford (1737-1793): Camelford was related to some of the most
prominent politicians of the period, including two Prime Ministers: Pitt the Elder and
George Grenville. He was much closer to the latter and it was during Grenville’s
administration that he held office as a lord of the admiralty. On occasion a lively speaker
(both in the Commons and the Lords), periods of fierce activity were interspersed with long
intervals when he avoided politics. He played a key role around the fall of the earl of
Shelburne as a conduit between the king and other potential ministers and was even
earmarked for a leading role himself. He declined, however, and instead was the first of
his cousin Pitt the Younger's promotions to the Lords. (5,123 words)

William Pulteney, earl of Bath (1684-1764): Prior to his elevation to the Lords, Bath’s
career had been defined by his opposition to Sir Robert Walpole. Following the earl of
Wilmington’s death in 1743 he attempted to secure the post of first lord of the Treasury,
losing out to Henry Pelham. He tried again in 1746, when most of the Cabinet resigned.
Bath lost his position in the Cabinet and henceforth played a peripheral role in national
politics. The accession of George Ill saw a revival of his influence and the consolidation of
his plans for a political dynasty in Shropshire, building on the estates he had acquired from
the Newport family. (11,194 words)

Laurence Shirley, 4th Earl Ferrers (1720-1760): Ferrers was little known outside of his
locality beyond occasional anecdotes suggesting that he was a Jacobite sympathizer. He
came to much wider attention over his ill-treatment of his countess, the breakdown of their
marriage and his subsequent killing of his estate steward. He was tried for murder before
the Lords in Westminster Hall and, in spite of trying to plead insanity, was found guilty. He
was the last member of the Lords to be hanged for murder as a common criminal. (2,711
words).
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The House of Commons 1832-1868

This project explores one of the most transformative periods in the United Kingdom's
history, widely regarded as the birth of modern British democracy. Covering key political
events such as the ‘Great’ Reform Act, it examines how MPs and Parliament dealt with an
unprecedented range of social, economic and local issues arising from rapid
industrialisation and urbanisation. Detailed biographies of 2,591 MPs are being produced,
alongside political histories of all the 401 constituencies in England, Ireland, Scotland and
Wales. Aided by the latest digital research methods, articles are being produced far more
rapidly than previous publications and presented in a new web layout, in which the text will
be supported with links to original sources. Particular attention is being paid to the
neglected role of non-élite MPs, behind-the-scenes activists, non-electors and women in
shaping both local and national political life. 7 million words has been drafted so far, with
a preview’ website providing pre-publication access to work that is already being cited
widely and praised for its ‘invaluable scholarship’.*

A related ‘Victorian Commons’ website attracts over 30,000 views per year and includes
hundreds of shorter articles showcasing highlights from the project. Alongside their
research, staff host and attend conferences, run seminars and co-supervise PhDs in
collaboration with universities. The project is very active in using social media to promote
Victorian political history.

The project started in 2009 with 5 FTE staff, including Dr Philip Salmon (editor) and Dr
Kathryn Rix (assistant editor). Staffing later declined to 3 members. A 4" member of staff
joined in Nov 2024. The project’s 3 senior staff also undertake management roles, making
the current staffing level 3.2 FTE.

Summary Progress Table for 24-25:

Total number of Biographies Articles: 74

Total number of Constituency Articles (where | 17
applicable):

Total Number of Words Written: 377,395

Research Highlights:

The 17 new constituency articles totalling 150k words included entries exploring the local
politics of Buckingham, Cambridge University, Denbighshire, Dorset, Dudley, Gloucester,
Gloucestershire East, Gloucestershire West, Marylebone, Oxford University,
Southampton and Tewkesbury.

Southampton: a spa town and port with a reputation for venality, Southampton’s economic
prosperity was transformed during this period, with the value of the exports growing from
£62,000 in 1832 to £5 million by 1865. Its population and electorate almost tripled and by
1865 nearly half the electors were ‘working-class’. The electoral shenanigans of a
notorious local borough-monger John Fleming MP helped the Tories capture both of its
two seats in 1835 and 1841. The overturning of the last election for extensive corruption,
however, plus the construction of a railway and new docks for the P&O steamship
company, marked a key turning point. In 1847 P&Q’s chairman Brodie Willcox was
returned unopposed alongside another Liberal MP, the noted jurist Alexander Cockburn.
This Liberal dominance lasted until 1862, when local disagreements allowed a

1A

Hawkins, Victorian Political Culture (Oxford, 2015), p. ix.
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Conservative to slip in at a by-election. Thereafter shared representation became the
norm, with the Liberal-Conservative Russell Gurney, a leading campaigner for women'’s
rights, and the advanced Liberal George Moffat, a ‘merchant prince’ in the China tea trade,
being elected in 1865.

The 74 biographies included many non-élite MPs and some ‘colourful’ characters:

Humphrey Brown (1803-60): a Tewkesbury merchant, Brown tried his hand at various
enterprises and was twice declared bankrupt before making his fortune in the ‘railway
mania’ of the 1840s. This enabled his successful candidature for his native town as an
independent’ Liberal in 1847. His decade as MP ended in disgrace, however, after he
became embroiled in a major financial scandal following the collapse of the Royal British
Bank. Defeated at the poll and declared bankrupt for a third time in 1857, he was
sentenced to a year’s imprisonment for fraud. Released early on health grounds, he made
a failed attempt to re-enter the Commons in 1859 and died the following year.

Edmund Lechmere Charlton (1789-1845): a ‘crazy-brained fellow’, Charlton’s brief
parliamentary career as MP for Ludlow, 1835-7, included two averted duels, a threatened
breach of privilege motion against the Morning Chronicle and a three-week imprisonment
in the Fleet prison. A notorious gambler, Charlton was considered a ‘political chameleon’
who was ‘by turns a republican, a Liberal, a Conservative, and an ultra-Tory'. He is best
known for his campaign against the Whig municipal corporation reforms, which ultimately
led to his imprisonment.

John Pender (1816-1896): a ‘humble’ Scotsman, Pender is best known for his
extraordinary rags-to-riches career in the textile finishing industry and transition from
‘merchant prince’ to ‘cable king’ by creating the world’s first submarine telegraph network.
His brief stint as a Liberal MP for the notoriously corrupt borough of Totnes, 1862-66,
where he was unseated for ‘personal bribery’, has attracted little attention. Yet it not only
damaged his business reputation but also delayed formal recognition of his achievements
as a founding father of modern telecommunications. He later represented Wick Burghs,
1872-1885, and 1892.

Edward Scott (1805-1868): ‘poor as a rat’ but fond of ‘pretty women’, gambling and the
turf, Scott pursued an army career in India before seducing and marrying an heiress in
Maidstone, where he became a Tory councillor. In 1857 he was returned for Maidstone by
a wealthy local Tory MP, allegedly as a ‘paper candidate’ ready to resign in a secret
‘compromise’ with the Liberals involving election petitions. Instead, he sat as an active but
silent Tory backbencher until 1859. A leading figure in Kent's volunteer movement
thereafter, and an avid wine collector, he died from liver disease in 1868.

Brodie McGhie Willcox (1784-1862): the self-styled ‘father and founder’ of P&O, which he
ran with Arthur Anderson MP and turned into the largest steamship operator in the world,
Willcox was elected for Southampton in 1847. A close friend of Cobden, who considered
him a ‘good radical’, he made short speeches on maritime issues and lobbied successfully
for government contracts for Southampton as a port. He died in harness after being hit by
a falling tree in 1862.

Edwin James (1812-82): a successful barrister, James was tipped for high judicial office
before a spectacular fall from grace. Elected as a Radical for Marylebone in 1859, he
gained notoriety for savaging the Liberals’ reform bill and a much-publicised unofficial
mission to support Garibaldi in Italy. In 1861, however, he resigned as an MP and was
disbarred as a QC for taking loans from his clients' opponents and ‘throwing’ cases.
Accused of owing £35,000, he filed for bankruptcy and fled abroad, marrying a rich widow,
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who later divorced him and penned a savage novel attacking his behaviour. He died in
poverty after unsuccessfully trying to restart his legal career in the USA.

Contemporary History

The Contemporary History Section concentrates on creating, utilising and promoting our
oral history sound archive of interviews with former MPs. This unique archive preserves
the “life stories’ of Members throughout the country, from all parties and a wide range of
backgrounds. The interviews are undertaken by a team of staff and volunteers, and are
archived with the British Library; this year they averaged over 7.5 hours in length.

The materials collected give us a very personal insight into the parliamentarians who
served between 1952 and 2024. They include rich details of private lives: family
background, education, motivations to enter politics, selection experiences and the difficult
balance of family life and a political career. The archive offers valuable insights into high
politics — the passing of specific legislation, speaking in the chamber, ministerial lives —
whilst also capturing parliament’s culture ‘behind the scenes’: gossip in the tea room, party
management and working conditions. They include a wealth of materials on constituency
politics, case work and campaigns. They end with a reflective section on what changed in
parliament over the course of the MP's career, and thoughts on achievements and regrets.

The project is staffed by Emma Peplow and a part-time oral history project manager
(Emme Ledgerwood/Alfie Steer). We manage a team of around 20 volunteer interviewers,
who are trained by the project/Oral History Society and are supported throughout their
interviews with individual and group feedback. We draw on the archive for academic and
public engagement work, including conference papers, academic collaborations, our
podcast ‘Tales from the Green Benches’, and social media posts.

Summary Progress Table:

Total number of completed interviews: | 241 (17 this year)
Total number of interviews commenced: | 252 (17 this year)
Total Hours Recorded: 1,020 (129 this year)

Highlights:

This year our archive has expanded to include more material on politics after 2010. These
include insights into the 2010 coalition government; Jeremy Corbyn’s sometimes difficult
leadership of the Labour party, and our first reflections on both the 2016 Brexit referendum
and the political chaos that followed. These more recent MPs describe a changing culture
in the Commons: one where MPs are less likely to congregate in the bars or tea rooms
during late-night sittings; but one which is also more diverse and feminine, with notably
different expectations on behaviour both in the Chamber and the Palace as a whole.

Key figures interviewed this vear:

Menzies Campbell Liberal Democrat MP for North East Fyfe, 1987-2015. This interview
includes Lord Campbell’s reflections on his athletics and legal careers, before discussing
his time as MP, including interesting material on foreign policy committees, and as party
leader. Interviewed by Nick Walker, 5 sessions totalling 8 hours 7 minutes.
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right-wing Conservative politics due to an interest in Rhodesia and Northern Ireland.
Hunter's increasing involvement with Northern Ireland led to considerable personal
difficulties when he was targeted by the IRA, and later led to him joining the DUP. He also
discusses African politics and his involvement with the Monday Club. Interviewed by Peter
Reilly, 4 sessions totalling 9 hours 15 minutes.

Joan Ruddock Labour MP for Lewisham Deptford, 1987-2015. Ruddock charts her career
from a girls’ grammar in South Wales, her almost accidental involvement with CND
following the stationing of nuclear missiles at Greenham Common, and her election to
parliament. Ruddock faced various difficulties due to her high profile whilst in parliament.
However, the interview is particularly striking for Ruddock’s reflections on her personal life,
including her struggles with fertility, the breakdown of her first marriage, and her campaign
for legalization of assisted dying following the death of her second husband, Frank Doran.
Interviewed by Debra Davidson-Smith, 4 sessions totalling 9 hours 34 minutes.

Gisela Stuart Labour MP for Birmingham Edgbaston, 1997-2017. Born in Germany, Stuart
recalls how she faced xenophobia in her political career, both from media and fellow-
politicians. Her involvement in politics began with the electoral reform society and
eventually led to a high-profile position in the ‘Out’ campaign during the 2016 Brexit
referendum. Stuart is frank about her unusual career, and highlights include a humorous
retelling of her 1997 election night phone call with Alistair Campbell. Interviewed by
Richard Purnell, 5 sessions totalling 11 hours 4 minutes.

Anne Milton Conservative MP for Guildford, 2005-2019. Milton describes her unusual
career from hospital and community nursing to a centrist Conservative politician. Her time
in parliament is particularly interesting due to her role as ‘welfare whip’, and her efforts to
change the culture of both the whips’ operation and the House itself. The interview
concludes with her reflections on the machinations around the Brexit deal which led to her
losing the Conservative whip and standing as an independent in the 2019 general election.
Interviewed by Emme Ledgerwood, 3 sessions totalling 8 hours 6 minutes.

Engagement

The History’s engagement work disseminates the results of research to the widest possible
audience, encourages the research of others on the history of parliament and
parliamentary institutions, and promotes scholarly and educational activity. Below is a
summary of the History’s work across these areas in 2024-25.

Public Engagement

Overview:

2024-25 marked a significant step forward in the History’s commitment to deepening and
embedding engagement across the History’s activities, with the formal approval of
engagement strategy 2024-2027. This outlines clear targets for embedding engagement
at the heart our research culture.

Key highlights this year have been:

Capacity: building capacity within existing teams has been a core priority. Staffing levels
and support for engagement has increased (the PE team now has 2.5FTE and is support
by senior role holders from across the organisation). All staff are being encouraged and
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supported to undertake engagement activities, and to share their research internally and
externally.

54. Digital: significant progress has been made on developing the History’s digital
infrastructure. There have been two strands to this work. First, the rebuilding of the
History’s database, which is currently end-of-life. In 2024-5 significant progress was made
on this complex database, and a BETA launch is scheduled for 2025-6. Simultaneously,
the History’s WordPress site has been redeveloped, this included the recategorization of
all archive articles and restructuring the site’s layout. This will be launched in 2025-6.

55. Dissemination: the History has engaged in a wide range of activity across the year, and
this detailed below. Highlights include a new podcast Tales from the Green Benches: An
Oral History of Parliament, made in collaboration with Zinc Media and widely reviewed in
the national media; Georgian Elections Project, a social media campaign which ran
alongside the General Election in 2024, introducing a new audience to eighteenth political
culture; briefings with key parliamentary stakeholders, including the House of Commons
Library and the House of Lords Library.

Summary Progress Table for 24-25:

Total website views (WordPress) 192K

Total website articles written 85

Total website views (.org) 287K active users

Total short form videos 20

Total video views 187K

Social Media followers (at end of Mar | Twitter: 17.1K, BlueSky: 7,588, TikTok:
25) 1,655

Total podcast downloads 2,706

Events Held 5

List of Events 24-25:

30 May OH Volunteers  Tour  of | In person: 8 attendees
Parliament

20 June Introduction to the History of | Online talk: 30 attendees*
Parliament, House of Commons
Library

9 October ‘The Commonwealth at 75’ book | In collaboration with publishing
launch, Westminster Abbey partners St James's House.

15 HPT attendees
4 November | 'History Day’, Senate House Sector fair organised by SAS &

IHR. Multiple visitors to HPT stall.
30 January Introduction to the History of | Hybrid talk: 30 attendees
Parliament, House of Lords
Library

17 March ‘London and Parliament’, Jubilee | 60 attendees
Room
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Below is a summary of public engagement activity within each project:

The House of Commons 1461-1504

The section has been engaged a wide range of academic and public engagement this
year. A key highlight as been the section’s hosting of an intern from the University of York’s
MA course in public history, who has been working on a project focused on the Commons
during the Wars of the Roses. Members of the section have actively contributed a number
of broader initiatives to raise awareness of the History’s work, including the briefings to the
House of Commons Library and University of Northampton; ‘London and Parliament, from
the medieval to the modern’ event held in the Jubilee Room, Palace of Westminster; and
academic papers and other engagement activity.

The House of Lords 1558-1603
The section has presented their key findings and research progress to a range of
audiences. This includes disseminating research to key academic audiences, supporting
media enquiries, and supporting wider History events, including briefings to the Lords
Library and events on local histories.

The House of Lords 1640-1660

After the hectic year 2023-4, which saw multiple launch events for the Commons 1640-60
volumes, this year has been quieter for this section. Nevertheless, the section has built on
its reputation as being a centre of excellence for the 1640-1660 Palace of Westminster.
Key highlights have included a colloquium on Parliament in the 1640s, landmark
publications on the Church in Ireland under the Stuarts, and appearances on Today in
Parliament on BBC Radio 4. In September 2024, Alex Beeton was awarded the Pollard
Prize for best paper delivered by an early career researcher at an Institute of Historical
Research seminar, which took place during the 2023-24 academic year.

The House of Lords 1715-1790

During the year, members of the section have been actively involved in raising awareness
about the work of the project and the History of Parliament more generally, as well as
collaborating closely with colleagues across other sections. In April 2024 members of the
section participated in a day workshop at the British Library co-organized with Dr
Alexander Lock Reconsidering the Legacy of Robert Harley, earl of Oxford, 1724-2024. In
May, June and July, Dr Eagles worked with members of the engagement team in
promoting the Georgian Elections Project, timed to coincide with the General Election.
Much of the content was the result of work with two MA students from the University of
York. This included an array of blogs and short-form videos contrasting the world of 18th-
century politics with contemporary electioneering. It also involved colleagues previously
involved in the AHRC-funded ECPPEC project (Universities of Newcastle and Liverpool),
Dr Hillary Burlock and Dr Kendra Packham. Dr Eagles has spoken at a wide range of
events, including Marx Memorial Library, Worshipful Company of Fletchers, as part of the
Open House Weekend (alongside Dr Klennike), Shirley Townswomen’s Guild on Wilkes
and various History wide event on the Parliamentary Estate.

The House of Commons 1832-1867

Across 2024-25, the Victorian Commons section has disseminated and introduced its
research to a wide range of audiences. The section’s website has attached over 30,000
views, and has a growing social media engagement. The Section have given 16 public
talks and seminar papers to a wide range of audiences, including parliamentarian and
academic. The section’s members are regular contributors to print and broadcast media,
and are co-creating a new BBC Radio 4 series ‘Objects of State’. A major grant (c. £100k)
was awarded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council for a new collaborative PhD
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programme between the 1832-68 project and the University of Sheffield examining the
experience of Irish MPs in the 19" century, with Dr Salmon acting as co-supervisor.

Contemporary History
A key highlight for the section this year was the release of the podcast: ‘Tales from the

Green Benches'. The episodes are still available and have been well-received. The
podcast featured in the national press and was discussed on BBC Radio.The section
delivered the keynote lecture for the Political Study Association’s ‘Oral History and Politics’
workshop, and Emma Peplow was also a panellist at an Institute for Government event on
whipping that included former Chief Whips.. Academic collaborations have continued
throughout the year, including a successful and long-term collaboration ‘A Manly Place’
with Professor Helen Parr (Keele University) and Grace Heaton (Mansfield College,
Oxford) on the experiences of women MPs after 1997.

Academic, university and professional engagement

The History’s unparalleled and detailed knowledge of the history of British politics is much
sought after by the scholarly community. The History disseminates its scholarly research
with academic audiences via publications, research collaborations, teaching, and
academic citizenship.

Publications

The History’s staff continue to build on their reputation as the country’s leading experts in
parliamentary and political history publishing numerous academic articles and
monographs. Key highlights this year have includes: R. Eagles, Champion of English
Freedom: the life of John Wilkes, MP and Lord Mayor of London (Amberley, 2024); P.
Little, The Church of Ireland under the Stuarts, edited by Patrick Little (Four Courts Press,
Dublin); H. Kleineke, Pardon Rolls of Henry VI, 1485-1509 (List and Index Society 368,
2024); J. Mackman, Justices of the Peace of the Reign of Henry VII 1485-1509 (List and

index Society, 2024); K. Rix et al, Routledge Historical Resource on Modern British
Political History https://routledgelearning.com/rhr-politicalhistoryy/.

Research Collaborations

The History has a number of collaborations with universities in the UK and abroad.
These have largely taken the form of Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC)
Collaborative Doctoral Awards (CDAs), although the History is also involved in projects
funded by major grants from the Research Councils and other grant-giving bodies. Such
projects offer the History ways of enriching, developing and promoting and extending the
reach of its own work in engagement with other scholars.

In 2024-25 the History participated in two CDAs:

e Robin Eagles is joint supervisor with Amanda Goodrich of the Open University of a
PhD Studentship on ‘The Black and Mixed Ethnicity Presence in British Politics, 1750-
1850,

e Paul Seaward continues to be joint supervisor with Anthony Milton of Sheffield
University for a studentship on ‘Bishops and the English Parliament c. 1558-1642'.

In 2024-25, the History secured funding for a further CDA project with the University of
Sheffield. This will commence in 2025-26.

The History is involved in a number of collaborations as a partner institution or co-
applicant. Involvement normally means participation in the projects’ respective advisory
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boards and offering advice and occasional assistance where required. Current
collaborations underway involving the History are:

 Australia National University: Martin Spychal is Hansard Consultant, UK and Advisory
Board member for the Australia National University, ‘Al as Infrastructure’, project,
2024-2026. The project explores the application of Al models to historic parliamentary
debates in Australian, New Zealand and UK contexts. Other project partners: UK
National Archives; Kings College, London; New Zealand Department of Internal
Affairs; Australian Parliamentary Library

» Exeter University and York University: the Leverhulme funded project ‘Parliamentary
Empire: British Democracy and Settler Colonialism, ¢.1867-1939°, commenced in
September 2021. It is led by David Thackeray (University of Exeter) and Amanda
Behm (York). The History is a partner institution.

Continued work on ongoing projects with Open University, Keele University, University of
Manchester, University of Sheffield, University of Birmingham, University of Leicester,
Durham University, Newcastle University, UCL, University of Northampton, University of
Exeter, University of Oxford, UEA, Leeds Beckett University, Keele University, Nottingham
Trent University, University of Southampton, University of Sussex, University of
Buckingham, Royal Holloway, University of Worcester.

The History continues to be a founder member institution of the network of European
Parliamentary Historians, EuParl.net. Partners besides the History include the Centrum
voor Parlementaire Geschiedenis at the University of Nijmegen and the Kommission fiir
Geschichte des Parliamentarismus und der Politischen Partien (Commission for the
History of Parliamentarism and political parties), which is funded by and works closely with
the German Bundestag; the Institute of Contemporary History in Prague; the University of
Jyvaskyla in Finland, and the Comité d’histoire parlementaire et politique in France.

Finally, the History encourages and supports research by others on the History of
Parliament and Parliamentary institutions is supporting and sponsoring research events.
In 2024-25, the History sponsored three events: The Histories of Scottish Politics in the
Age of Union ¢.1700-1945 at the University of Durham; Reconsidering the Legacy of
Robert Harley, earl of Oxford, 1724-2024 at The British Library; Parliament and
Revolutionary Britain, held at The History’s offices. The Parliaments, Politics and People
seminar at the Institute of Historical Research is run by a number of the History’s staff,
with the fortnightly sessions now attracting around 70 attendees per session

Teaching
The History has developed a national reputation for delivering skills based teaching to

undergraduate and postgraduate students. This national reputation is highlighted by
position as a partner institution on the AHRC-funded ‘Inclusive Histories’, a major project,
which has received £1.5 million in funding, to support teachers with more inclusive UK
political history resources. The project leads are Dr Matthew Smith, Royal Holloway, and
Dr Ayshah Johnston, Learning and Engagement Manager at Black Cultural Archives. In
2024-25 staff delivered training support to students at UCL, Keele University, University of
York, the University of Northampton and Buckingham University.

The History has continued its regular competition for the best undergraduate dissertation
on British and Irish political and parliamentary history. The annual prize was awarded to
Jago Westaway, University of Cambridge, for ‘Fragmentation and Coherence in Protestant
Northern Irish Partisan Groups from 1969,
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Academic Citizenship
The History's staff continue to interact routinely with the wider academic community,

principally through contributions to conferences and seminars and publication in academic
history journals. Staff of the History are editors or members of the editorial board of a large
number of journals concerned with British and parliamentary history, or trustees or board
members of organisations that deal with these subjects, including the International
Commission for the History of Representative and Parliamentary Institutions,
Parliamentary History and the Parliamentary History Trust, the Historical Association, the
British Association for Local History, the Court Studies Society and the journal Court
Studies, London Journal, the Cromwell Association, the Victoria County History Trust,
Fifteenth Century Studies, Journal of Liberal History, Scottish Historical Review, and many
more.

Other engagement activity

Digital:

The History also hosts a small site, membersafter1 832.historyofparliamentonline.org,
initially built as a collaboration between the History, the Parliamentary Digital Service, and
the House of Commons Library. The site is based on the database created originally by
Professor Michael Rush from the University of Exeter and is kept up to date by staff of the
House of Commons Library. We also maintain a permanent home for the database created
by Sir David Beamish, the former Clerk of the Parliaments, of peerage creations since
1800. The site is available online at https:/peerages.historyofparliamentonline.org/.

In addition, the History is a founding partner of the online library of digital resources
developed by the Institute of Historical Research, British History Online.

St James’s House:

The History’s relationship with the public relations and publishing company St James'’s
House started in 2013, and is based around the production of a series of books on themes
to do with the history of the British parliament and parliamentary politics. The history
contributes the main text, usually written partly in-house and partly by external
contributors; St James’s House sell to companies and organisations the opportunity to
contribute text about their own activities and achievements, and the two elements are
combined in a well-produced and highly illustrated volume which the company distributes
widely and promotes through a launch in a central London location. The History receives
from St James's House a regular fee for its collaboration, and, under previous contracts,
a royalty on advertising sales over a defined threshold.

In 2022 we agreed with St James'’s House a renewal of the existing contract we hold with
them, which now expires in August 2028. The new contract covers four books to be
published over five years. It offers an increased fee to the History totalling £480,000 over
five years, though without royalties. The four books concern: Parliament and the National
Health Service, which was published in 2023, marking the 75 anniversary of the NHS;
the House of Commons chamber and the Commonwealth gifts, which was published in
2024; Parliament and Monarchy, to be published in 2026: The Equal Franchise Act,
marking the anniversary of the equalisation of the voting age for men and women in 1928,
to be published in 2028.

In October 2024 we published the second book under the 2022 contract, covering
Parliament Democracy and the Commonwealth, “The Commonwealth at 75”. There was a
launch event at Westminster Abbey.
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79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

Value Report :
The History is part of the key infrastructure/ecosystem of British historical knowledge and
understanding.

The History provides original and significant contributions to our knowledge and
interpretation of British parliamentary, political and social history. This is evident in the
Introductory surveys to our publications, collateral research publications, and our short
research articles published via our website. In addition to its published work, the History
actively engages in knowledge transfer by collaborating with schools, HEIs, heritage
organisations and other organisations.

The History's work is referenced and reviewed across a wide-range outputs. Examples
from 2024-25 include: N. Abbas & Y. Arshad, ‘Revisiting the British Forward Policy in
Balochistan’, The Commonwealth Journal of International Affairs and Policy Studies
2025); E. de Champs, ‘The Reform Bill Crisis, 1830-1832’ (2024), French Journal of
British Studies, cites Salmon, ‘English Reform Legislation’: E. Crewe, ‘Strategic lgnorance
and Interests in_the UK Parliament The Case of Transatlantic African Trafficking and
Chattel Enslavement’, International Journal of Parliamentary Studies (2025); J. Parry, ‘The
Third Earl Grey, Liberalism, and the British Empire’, Modern Intellectual History (2024): K.
Packham, ‘Mapping and ‘stage-managing’ elections in the long eighteenth century:
electoral culture, popular politics and the rhetoric of political space’, Historical Research
(2025); N. Abbas & Y. Arshad, ‘Revisiting the British Forward Policy in Balochistan’, The
Commonwealth Journal of International Affairs and Policy Studies (2025); H. Doe, One
Crew: The RNLI’s Official 200-Year History (2024); K. M. Nural Huda, Electronic Voting in
Government Elections to Promote Democracy (Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2024);
hitps.//routledgelearning.com/rhr-politicalhistory/timeline-resources/. Thomas McGeary,
The Cultural Politics of Opera, 1720-1742: the era of Walpole, Pope, and Handel (Boydell,
2024); Richard Harrison, ‘FURTHER LIGHT on LANCASTER'S LATER EIGHTEENTH-
CENTURY PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS' (Northern History, Ixi, 2024); Danae
Tankard, Factionalism and Dissent in an English City: Chichester, 1678-1685 (Routledge,
2025), Andrea Zuvich, Ravenous: A Life of Barbara Villiers, Charles Il's Most Infamous
Mistress (Pen and Sword, 2024).

This year, History's staff shared their expertise to a wide range audiences and institutions.
This includes: the British Library, the Institute of Government, parliamentary bodies, the
Historical Association, HEls including Cambridge, Durham, Keele, Leicester de Montfort
Oxford, UCL, and Warwick.

The History's staff routinely respond to media enquiries, and this year this has included
BBC Radio 4 and Radio 5, local radio stations, and public history podcasts (ie HistoryHit).
The History also responds to a large number of external inquires from academics,
students, members of the public, parliamentary bodies and other organisations.

GOVERNANCE AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE TRUST

84.

In February 2023, the Charity Commission approved our application to create a new
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) under the Charities Act 2011 to replace the
existing Trust. The CIO is an alternative legal form for a charity, which enables the charity
to act in its own name (rather than collectively as Trustees), and limits the liability of
trustees. In the course of the 2023-24 financial year the Trust transferred all the assets,
liabilities and operations of the existing Trust to the new HPT. The formal transfer took
place on 31 August 2023.
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85. The administrative team consists of the Director (Dr. Jennifer Davey), along with the Office
manager, Adam Tucker, and Finance Manager, Debbie Corrigan.

86. During the financial year 2024-25 the Trust occupied a building at 18 Bloomsbury Square,
London, owned by the Bedford Estates, on a 10-year lease agreed in 2015. The top floor
of the building was sub-let to a business. The current lease ended in November 2025 and
in October 2025 the Trust re-located to 14-18 Old Street.

Staffing

87. During the year to 31 March 2025 the History employed 20.12 (2024: 21.12) full-time
equivalent members of its research resource including the Section Editors and Editorial
Board; there were 1.95 (2024: 1.74) full-time equivalent members of the administrative
staff. The Director’s time is apportioned equally between research and administration. The
Deputy Director spends 80% of their time on research activities and 20% on administration.

88. The Trust is committed to reducing sickness absence in the workplace and supporting the
well-being of its staff. Procedures are in place to provide support to staff who are ill or who
have a long-term disability. During 2024-25, the average number of days recorded as
absent due to sickness per member of staff was 0.77 days (2023-24 0.76 days).

89. There were no incidents related to the loss or unauthorised issue of personal data in
2024-25.

Financial Review

90. Unrestricted incoming resources for the year were £1,545,055 (2023-24: £2,149,130).
89% of the unrestricted income was provided by Grant-In-Aid, £1,381,482 (2023-24:
£1,967,566). The significant difference between income for 2023-24 and 2024-25 is
explained by an early payment of 2024-25 grant-in-aid from the House of Commons. As
a result, five quarters of grant-in-aid were recognised in 2023-24 and only three in 2024-
25. The unrestricted resources also include:

 receipts totalling £106,602 (2023-24: £100,459) under a fee arrangement made
in consecutive contracts with Regalpress Limited, trading as St James’s House,
in relation to the publication of a series of books concerned with the history of
parliament.

e £32,687 (2023-24: £29,057) of rental income from our building in Bloomsbury
Square.

e £18,357 of income from cash held at the bank and investments. £9,695 of
which was from material investments and was in line with expectations.

o £5,927 (2023-24: £30,865) from the sale of books.

There was no restricted income in 2024-25.

91. The incoming resources of HPT have been applied to further the objects of the Trust in the
form of:
a. Editorial and Research Staff costs
b. Management and Support Staff costs
c. General Expenses
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92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

All fixed assets (with a net book value of £2,254 (2024: £1,656)) were held for use by the
HPT.

At 31 March 2025, HPT held total funds of £810,770 (2024: £1,042,962). These comprised
restricted funds of £4,744 and unrestricted funds of £806,026 (2024: £4,744 and
£1,038,218). Reserves have shown a large decrease year on year due to the receipt of
House of Commons grant-in-aid, intended for 2024-25 spending, just before the end of
March 2024 (referenced above in paragraph 90). As a result, only three quarters of the
grant in aid for 2024-25 has been received in 2024-25, and the reserves, which had
increased due to the early receipt in 2023-24 have been depleted. Some reserves are held
for the purposes of funding future publications, and for some other purposes, including the
estimated cost of dilapidations on our offices in Bloomsbury Square. Otherwise, the policy
of HPT is to aim to hold reserves at a prudent level, equivalent to a maximum of three
months’ running costs (£468,000). Over the last few years, in agreement with House of
Commons and House of Lords authorities, the Trust has been deliberately reducing its
reserves in order to bring them down to this level.

In accordance with the Financial Memorandum, any funds held by HPT which are not
required for immediate expenditure may be invested at the Trustees’ discretion. The Trust
held a total of £481,513 (2024: £478,597) invested in two savings accounts which is
included in short term investments.

The net realisable value of the History of Parliament’s stock of publications for sale at 315
March 2025 is £38,568 (2024: £69,901). Net realisable value is based on recent sales less
impairment for slow moving stock.

At 31t March 2025, the ‘debtors and prepayments’ balance was £259,611 (2024:
£254,369). It includes prepayments of £31,069, an outstanding VAT re-imbursement of
£1,567 and £226,975 of outstanding fee income.

At 31%t March 2025, the ‘creditors’ balance was £90,987 (2024: £98,419). It includes trade
creditors of £10,142 (2024:£14,036), accruals of £7,719 (2024:£8,266), deferred income
of £7,423 (2024: £7,423) and PAYE/NIC creditor of £33,251 (2024:£31,368).

HPT is committed to the prompt payment of bills for goods and services received.
Payments are normally made as specified in the contract. If there is no contractual
provision or other understanding, they are paid within 30 days of the receipt of the goods
or services, or on presentation of a valid invoice or similar demand, whichever is later.

The Comptroller and Auditor General is appointed under the Financial Memorandum to
audit the financial statements.

Plans for the future

100.  Our current major research projects are:

House of Commons, 1461-1504;
House of Commons 1832-1868;
House of Lords, 1558-1601;
House of Lords, 1640-1660;
House of Lords 1715-1790;
Contemporary (oral) history
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Information about the recent progress of each of these projects is included in the review
section on page 8 above.

101.  An Annual Plan for 2024-2025 was approved by the Trustees in July 2024. It included
detailed targets for each research project, digital and engagement strategies, and the risk
register.

102.  HPT will continue to produce scholarly and historical research on the Parliament of the
United Kingdom, including the biographies of members, histories of constituencies, and
of parliamentary politics in general. Alongside its research activity, the Trust will also
undertake a programme of public engagement, designed to disseminate knowledge of
Britain’s political past to the widest possible audience. In 2024-2025, HPT began the work
on exploring possible fundraising avenues, and this will continue over the next few years.

103. HPT expects that most of the cost of its future plans will continue to be met from Grant-
In-Aid. A 2% increase in the level of Grant-In-Aid has been agreed with the House of
Commons and House of Lords for 2025-26 . HPT anticipates that income classified as fee
income in 2025-26 will be £105,000, all generated from St James’s House. It is also
anticipated that St James's House will pay the remaining £106,528 of royalties due under
the previous contract in 2025-26 (See note 12 for further information). The rental income
will reduce due to the planned move to other premises in 2025-26, however,
accommodation related expenditure is expected to decrease. This indicates the Trust
expects to receive a minimum of £1,862,000 of income, which is 20% more than the
income received in 2024-25, due to the reduced Grant-in-Aid received in 2024-25 due to
timing of receipt. HPT has sufficient reserves together with the expected Grant-in-Aid in
the 12 months from the date of issue of these financial statements to meet liabilities falling
due. As a result, HPT believes the going concern basis remains appropriate.

Dr Jennifer Davey
Director and Accounting Officer

Lord Norton of Louth
On behalf of the Trustees

The History of Parliament
December 2025
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STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TRUSTEES
AND OF THE ACCOUNTING OFFICER OF THE HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST

1

Under law applicable to charities in England and Wales, the Trustees are required to
prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the
History of Parliament Trust’s financial activities during the year and of its financial position
at the end of the year. In preparing financial statements giving a true and fair view, the
Trustees should follow best practice and:

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

make judgements and estimates that are on a reasonable basis;

state whether applicable accounting standards and statements of recommended practice
have been followed; and

prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to
presume that the charity will continue in operation.

Under applicable laws, the Trustees are responsible for keeping accounting records which
enable them to ascertain the financial position of the Trust. The Trustees are also
responsible for preparing financial statements that comply with the Charities Act 2011.

The responsibilities of an Accounting Officer include:

Confirming as far as she is aware there is no relevant audit information of which the
auditors are unaware and that she has taken all the steps she ought to have taken to make
herself aware of any relevant audit information, and to establish that the auditors are aware
of that information.

Confirming that the Annual Accounts are fair, balanced and understandable and that she
takes personal responsibility for the Annual Accounts and the judgements required therein.

The Accounting Officer confirms the above have been met.

The History of Parliament Trust receives its principal income from Grant-In-Aid from the
House of Commons Estimate and the House of Lords Estimate. Under the Financial
Memorandum agreed between the Trustees and the House of Commons and the House
of Lords, responsibility for the preparation and signing of the annual accounts is vested
with the Director of the Trust who is formally designated as the Trust's Accounting Officer
by the Trustees. Notwithstanding the requirements of Charities law, the relevant
responsibilities of the Trustees and the Accounting Officer, including responsibility for the
propriety and regularity of public finances, for the keeping of proper records and the
preparation of the accounts, are set out in the Financial Memorandum.

The Financial Memorandum provides that the Trust's Director as Accounting Officer will
also be liable to be summoned, together with the Clerk of the House of Commons and the
Clerk of the Parliaments, to hearings on any matters relating to the Grant-In-Aid which
arise before the Committee of Public Accounts. She may also be required to appear before
other parliamentary committees.
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GOVERNANCE STATEMENT
THE HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST

Scope of responsibility

y

The Accounting Officer has responsibility for the Governance Statement which outlines
the arrangements which have enabled her to discharge her responsibility for the
management and control of the History of Parliament’s resources during the course of
2024-25. Dr. Jennifer Davey was Accounting Officer for the 2024-25 financial year .

The system of internal control and controls in place are regularly reviewed with the
Treasurer of the Trust and senior parliamentary staff, in particular through the regular
meetings of the Trust's Finance Committee. Under the terms of the Financial
Memorandum the internal controls should be reviewed every three years. They were
reviewed and revised by the Finance Committee during 2024-25.

The governance framework

3.

The History of Parliament Trust was established by a declaration of Trust made on 31
December 1940 with subsequent variations made in 1956, 1967, 1971 and 1996. The
Trust is a registered charity. The Trust converted during 2023-24 to a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation under the Charities Act 2011. The transfer of assets, liabilities
and operations to the new HPT took place on 31 August 2023.

The Trust's original objectives were to compile and publish an authoritative History of
Parliament from the 13th century in the form of publishing biographies of Members of
Parliament and constituency histories, with introductory essays which analyse this
information. This objective has been extended under the new HPT to also engage the
interest of the widest range of publics in the history of the UK Parliament from earliest
times to the present through its published work and other activities, and to disseminate,
promote and encourage other research on the History of Parliament and Parliamentary
institutions.

The Trust has an Executive Committee whose function is to prepare an agenda for the
Trustees’ quarterly meetings and take such decisions as are needed in the period between
those meetings. It consists of the Chair and the Treasurer ex officio, together with two
other Trustees nominated by the full body of Trustees (the 2024 general election
significantly altered the trustee board, only one trustee has been identified so far. A further
trustee will be nominated in the autumn); the Director of the History and Chair of the
Editorial Board attend as advisers and the Secretary to the Trust acts as secretary to the
Committee.

The Trust also has a Finance Committee, which consists of the Treasurer of the Trust, the
Director and Accounting Officer, the Secretary of the Trust, together with the Director of
Financial Management and Performance at the House of Commons and the Deputy Head
of Finance at the House of Lords, together with other staff as appropriate. It meets twice
yearly.

In setting the programme of research and publication, the Trustees have regard to the
Charity Commission’s general guidance on public benefit. The Trustees always ensure
that the programmes the Trust undertakes are in line with our charitable objectives and
aims.
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8. The Trust is principally funded by Grant-In-Aid by the House of Commons and House of
Lords. The House of Commons Commission delegates detailed scrutiny of the use of the
Grant-In-Aid to the Finance Committees of both the House of Commons and the House of
Lords. The Financial Memorandum sets out:

e the administrative and financial arrangements with regard to propriety, financial
management and the safeguarding of public funds;

e the responsibilities of the Trust’s designated Accounting Officer, who is also the
Director of the Trust; and

e the responsibilities of the Trust for the day to day management of the Trust's
Grant-In-Aid.

9. The Trust has in place a system of internal control and framework for risk management
which is proportionate to the size and complexity of the organisation. Procedures have
been put in place to deal with risks particularly those associated with the Trust's Reserves
Policy, Information Technology and Employment Issues. Its risk register and procedures
are reviewed annually as part of the History’s planning process, and the register is
incorporated in its annual plan.

10. The Director's performance and pay arrangements are reviewed by the Trustees every
five years. The Director receives the same percentage cost of living increase as other
staff under the Universities and Colleges Employers’ Association (UCEA) arrangements.

The Trust’s governance activities in 2024-25

12. The Trustees met on 3 occasions in 2024-25 to consider among other things the following
matters:
e The progress of the History's various research projects;
¢ Financial planning and budgeting;
e The History’s public engagement activities;
e The future governance of the Trust including the transfer to the new Trust.

13. The key data reviewed by the Board on the progress of its research is compiled on the
basis of completed articles filed within the History’s computer network and audited by the
Director and members of its Editorial Board. Trustees regard this as good assurance of
the existence and quality of the articles completed.

14. There was a 62% attendance of Trustees at Trust meetings. The timing of the general
election in July 2024 had an impact on attendance.
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Trustee attendance at Trust meetings:

Jul-24 Oct-24 Jan-25

Professor The Lord Norton of Louth (Chair)* X X X
Dame Clare Moriarty DCB* (Treasurer) X X
Mrs Wendy Chamberlain MP

Rt. hon. The Lord Clark of Windermere X

Professor Pam Cox MP X

Mr Mark D'Arcy x X
Mrs Sarah Davies * b4

Baroness Dianne Hayter X b4
Mr Gordon Marsden X X X
Rt. hon. Lord Lexden X

Rt. hon. Kwasi Kwarteng MP

Mr Patrick Vollmer* ) 4 x X
*Member of the Executive Committee X

signifies attendance

The risk and control framework

15.

16.

7.

18.

19.

A risk management strategy is in place and includes systems and procedures to mitigate
identified risks and minimise their impact. A risk register is circulated to Trustees and is
currently agreed by them annually as part of the History’s Annual Plan In future, the risk
register will be reviewed bi-annually. The Plan will normally be made available online at
www.historyofparliamentonline.org (the site is currently undergoing rebuilding).

The main risks identified in respect of Governance and management involve project
specification and timetable; the relationship between practice and policies pursued by the
Trustees and Editorial Board, and the potential loss of key staff as well as non-attendance
by Trustees and vacancies among Trustees. In respect of research activities, the register
identifies risk in terms of the quality of articles produced, and online and print publication
processes. Operational risks include employment issues, cyber security, health and safety,
staff turnover and recruitment, premises and property management and disaster. Financial
risks include funding and budgeting, fraud and error, and banking.

Risks are assessed in terms of their probability and impact, assigned to a risk owner and
a procedure for control and mitigation is set out, together with the current status of
mitigation activities.

Additional risks added to the risk register in 2024-25 include: cyber security/IT failure and
missed payments from St James's House. There were no lapses of protective security.

The system of internal control is based on an ongoing process designed to identify and
prioritise the risks to the achievement of the Trust's policies, aims and objectives, to
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consider the likelihood of those risks being realised and the impact should they be realised,
and to manage them efficiently, effectively and economically.

20. The system of internal control is designed to manage risk to a reasonable level rather than
eliminate all the risk of failure to achieve policies, aims and objectives of the Trust. In doing
this, it can therefore only provide reasonable and not absolute assurance of effectiveness.

21. The system of internal control has been in place in the Trust for the year ended 31 March
2025 and up to the date of approval of the annual report and accounts and accords with
Treasury guidance.

Review of effectiveness

22.The Trustees comply with the principles laid out in corporate governance in central
government departments, “the Code”. There are certain principles in the Code which are
not applicable to the Trust's Board and these relate in the main to central government
boards’ roles relating to government policy making and the power of ministers. Other
elements which are not applicable include certain elements in the Code dealing with board
composition and the board’s relationship with its Arm’s Length Bodies. The Trust seeks to
uphold the highest standards of governance through the accountability and transparency
of its management processes, decision-making and communications.

23. The History usually prepares, reviews and publishes its strategic plan each year. A survey
of the academic and cultural value of the output of the Trust is also completed in each year
as part of its annual review, and a summary is included in the Annual Report, above. The
Trust continues to monitor its reserve closely and to discuss the appropriate level through
its Finance Committee.

24. The Accounting Officer has responsibility for maintaining an effective system of internal
control and periodically to review the procedures that we have in place. Her review of the
Trust's internal control is informed by the work of Parliament’s internal auditors, and
comments made by the external auditors in their management letter and other reports.
The last internal audit was carried out in 2020. She also has regard to guidance on internal
control and financial management issued by HM Treasury. In her opinion the Trust's
system of internal control meets the criteria for effectiveness set out in paragraph 23
above.

25. In the opinion of the Trustees and the Accounting Officer, the Governance processes and
practices employed by the Trust have enabled us as Accounting Officer and Trustees to
effectively discharge our responsibilities to manage and control the organisation’s
resources during the course of 2024-25.

Dr Jennifer Davey
Director and Accounting Officer

Lord Norton of Louth
On behalf of the Trustees

The History of Parliament
|S December 2025
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THE REPORT OF THE COMPTROLLER AND AUDITOR GENERAL TO THE TRUSTEES
OF THE HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST

Opinion on financial statements
| have audited the financial statements of the History of Parliament Trust for the year ended
31 March 2025.

The financial statements comprise the History of Parliament Trust's:
» Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2025:

* Statement of Financial Activities and Statement of Cash Flows for the year then
ended; and

¢ the related notes including the significant accounting policies.

The financial reporting framework that has been applied in the preparation of the financial
statements is applicable law and United Kingdom accounting standards including Financial
Reporting Standards (FRS) 102, the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and
Republic of Ireland (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

In my opinion, the financial statements:

* give a true and fair view of the state of the History of Parliament Trust’s affairs as at
31 March 2025 and its net movement in funds for the year then ended;

* have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice; and Charities Statement of Recommended Practice:
and

e have been properly prepared in accordance with the Charities Act 2011.

Opinion on regularity

In my opinion, in all material respects, the income and expenditure recorded in the financial
statements have been applied to the purposes intended by Parliament and the financial
transactions recorded in the financial statements conform to the authorities which govern
them.

Basis for opinion

| conducted my audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs
(UK)), applicable law and Practice Note 10 Audit of Financial Statements and Regularity of
Public Sector Bodies in the United Kingdom (2024). My responsibilities under those
standards are further described in the Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial
statements section of my report.

Those standards require me and my staff to comply with the Financial Reporting Council’s
Revised Ethical

Standard 2024. | am independent of the History of Parliament Trust in accordance with the
ethical requirements that are relevant to my audit of the financial statements in the UK. My
staff and | have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these
requirements.

I believe that the audit evidence | have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a
basis for my opinion.
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Conclusions relating to going concern

In auditing the financial statements, | have concluded that the History of Parliament Trust's
use of the going concern basis of accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is
appropriate.

Based on the work | have performed, | have not identified any material uncertainties relating
to events or conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the
History of Parliament Trust's ability to continue as a going concern for a period of at least
twelve months from when the financial statements are authorised for issue.

My responsibilities and the responsibilities of the Trustees and Accounting Officer with
respect to going concern are described in the relevant sections of this report.

Other information

The other information comprises information included in the Annual Report, but does not
include the financial statements and my auditor’s report thereafter. The Trustees and
Accounting Officer are responsible for the other information.

My opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and, except to
the extent otherwise explicitly stated in my report, | do not express any form of assurance
conclusion thereon.

My responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, consider whether the other
information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements, or my knowledge
obtained in the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially misstated.

If I identify such material inconsistencies or apparent material misstatements, | am required
to determine whether this gives rise to a material misstatement in the financial statements
themselves. If, based on the work | have performed, | conclude that there is a material
misstatement of this other information, | am required to report that fact.

I have nothing to report in this regard.

Opinion on other matters

In my opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit the information given
in the Annual Report for the financial year for which the financial statements are prepared is
consistent with the financial statements and is in accordance with the applicable legal
requirements.

Matters on which | report by exception

In the light of the knowledge and understanding of the History of Parliament Trust and its
environment obtained in the course of the audit, | have not identified material misstatements
in the Annual Report.

I have nothing to report in respect of the following matters which I report to you if, in my
opinion:

e adequate accounting records have not been kept by the History of Parliament
Trust or returns adequate for my audit have not been received from branches not
visited by my staff; or

* | have not received all of the information and explanations | require for my audit;
or

HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST — TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 2024-25 36



 the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and
returns; or

o certain disclosures of remuneration specified by the Charities Act 2011 have not
been made.

Responsibilities of the Trustees and Accounting Officer for the financial statements

As explained more fully in the Statement of Responsibilities of the Trustees and of the
Accounting Officer of the History of Parliament Trust, the Trustees and Accounting Officer
are responsible for:

e maintaining proper accounting records;

* providing the C&AG with access to all information of which management is aware
that is relevant to the preparation of the financial statements such as records,
documentation and other matters;

= providing the C&AG with additional information and explanations needed for his
audit;

e providing the C&AG with unrestricted access to persons within the History of
Parliament Trust from whom the auditor determines it necessary to obtain audit
evidence;

e ensuring such internal controls are in place as deemed necessary to enable the
preparation of financial statements to be free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error; and

e preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view and are in
accordance with the applicable financial reporting framework;

e assessing the History of Parliament Trust's ability to continue as a going concern,
disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going
concern basis of accounting unless the Trustees and the Accounting Officer
either intend to liquidate the entity or to cease operations, or has no realistic
alternative but to do so.

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements
My responsibility is to audit and express an opinion on the financial statements in accordance
with the Charities Act 2011.

My objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as
a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue a
report that includes my opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is
not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs (UK) will always detect a
material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are
considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to
influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

Extent to which the audit was considered capable of detecting non-compliance with
laws and regulations including fraud

| design procedures in line with my responsibilities, outlined above, to detect material
misstatements in respect of non-compliance with laws and regulations, including fraud. The
extent to which my procedures are capable of detecting non-compliance with laws and
regulations, including fraud is detailed below.
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Identifying and assessing potential risks related to non-compliance with laws and
regulations, including fraud

In identifying and assessing risks of material misstatement in respect of non-compliance with
laws and regulations, including fraud, I

e considered the nature of the sector, control environment and operational
performance including the design of the History of Parliament Trust's accounting
policies;

e inquired of management, and those charged with governance, including obtaining
and reviewing supporting documentation relating to the History of Parliament Trust's
policies and procedures on:

o identifying, evaluating and complying with laws and regulations;
o detecting and responding to the risks of fraud; and

o the internal controls established to mitigate risks related to fraud or non-
compliance with laws and regulations including the History of Parliament
Trusts’s controls relating to the History of Parliament Trust's compliance with
the Charities Act 2011 and Managing Public Money;

e inquired of management and those charged with governance whether:

o they were aware of any instances of non-compliance with laws and
regulations; and

o they had knowledge of any actual, suspected, or alleged fraud:;

e discussed with the engagement team regarding how and where fraud might occur in
the financial statements and any potential indicators of fraud.

As a result of these procedures, | considered the opportunities and incentives that may exist
within the History of Parliament Trust for fraud and identified the greatest potential for fraud
in the following areas: revenue recognition, posting of unusual journals, complex
transactions, and bias in management estimates In common with all audits under I1SAs (UK),
| am required to perform specific procedures to respond to the risk of management override.

| obtained an understanding of the History of Parliament Trusts framework of authority and
other legal and regulatory frameworks in which the History of Parliament Trust operates. |
focused on those laws and regulations that had a direct effect on material amounts and
disclosures in the financial statements or that had a fundamental effect on the operations of
the History of Parliament Trust. The key laws and regulations | considered in this context
included The Charities Act 2011, Managing Public Money, the Financial Memorandum with
the House of Commons and the House of Lords, employment law and tax legislation.

Audit response to identified risk
To respond to the identified risks resulting from the above procedures:

I reviewed the financial statement disclosures and testing to supporting
documentation to assess compliance with provisions of relevant laws and regulations
described above as having direct effect on the financial statements:

| enquired of management and the Trustees concerning actual and potential litigation
and claims;

» | reviewed minutes of meetings of those charged with governance and the Trustee
Board;

¢ laddressed the risk of fraud through management override of controls by testing the
appropriateness of journal entries and other adjustments; assessing whether the
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judgements on estimates are indicative of a potential bias; and evaluating the
business rationale of any significant transactions that are unusual or outside the
normal course of business; and

e | communicated relevant identified laws and regulations and potential risks of fraud to
all engagement team members and remained alert to any indications of fraud or non-
compliance with laws and regulations throughout the audit.

A further description of my responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located
on the Financial Reporting Council’s website at: www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This
description forms part of my report.

Other auditor’s responsibilities

| am required to obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence to give reasonable assurance
that the expenditure and income recorded in the financial statements have been applied to
the purposes intended by Parliament and the financial transactions recorded in the financial
statements conform to the authorities which govern them.

I communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the
planned scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant
deficiencies in internal control | identify during my audit.

Gareth Davies Date
Comptroller and Auditor General December 2025

National Audit Office

157-197 Buckingham Palace Road
Victoria

London

SW1wW 9SP
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Income from
Donations
Grant-In-Aid
Charitable Activities
Publications

Fees

Investments

Other income
Accommodation
Research services

Total income

Expenditure on
Charitable Activities

Other Costs

Total expenditure

Net movement in funds

Reconciliation of funds:
Total funds brought forward
Total funds carried forward

Notes

2024-25 2024-25 2024-25 2023-24
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total
Funds Funds Funds Funds
£ £ £ £
1,381,482 - 1,381,482 1,967,566
5,927 - 5,927 30,865
106,602 - 106,602 100,459
18,357 - 18,357 18,837
32,687 - 32,687 29,057
- - - 2,346
1,545,055 - 1,545,055 2,149,130
1,744,485 - 1,744,485 1,874,334
32,762 - 32,762 65,296
1,777,247 - 1,777,247 1,939,630
(232,192) - (232,192) 209,500
1,038,218 4,744 1,042,962 833,462
806,026 4,744 810,770 1,042,962

All amounts relate to continuing activities. All recognised gains and losses are included in
the Statement of Financial Activities.

The notes on pages 43 to 56 form part of these accounts.
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH 2025

As at 31 Asat31
March March
2025 2024
Notes £ £

Fixed Assets
Tangible Fixed Assets 10 2,254 1,656
Current Assets
Stock of Publications 11 38,568 69,901
Debtors and Prepayments 12 259,611 254,369
Short Term Investments 13 481,513 478,597
Cash in hand and at the bank 14 319,811 545,218

1,099,503 1,348,085
Current Liabilities
Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 15 (90,987) (98,419)
Net Current Assets 1,008,516 1,249,666
Total Assets less Current Liabilities 1,010,770 1,251,322
Provisions for Liabilities and Charges 16 (200,000) (208,360)
Net Assets 810,770 1,042,962
The funds of the charity
Unrestricted Funds 17 806,026 1,038,218
Restricted Funds 17 4,744 4,744
Total 810,770 1,042,962

Dr Jennifer Davey
Director and Accounting Officer

Lord Norton of Louth
Chair of Trustees

...................................................

| S December 2025
The notes on pages 43 to 56 form part of these accounts.
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Cash flows from operating activities:
Net cash provided by/(used in) operating activities

Cash flows from investing activities

Interest from investments

Proceeds from sale of investments

Purchase of property, plant and equipment

Net cash provided by/(used in) investing activities

Increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents in the reporting period

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the reporting period

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the reporting period

RECONCILIATION OF NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE) TO NET CASH FLOW FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Net income/(expenditure) for the reporting period (as per the statement of

financial activities)

Adjustments for:

Depreciation charges and write off

(Income) from investments

Increase/(Decrease) in provision
Decrease/(Increase) in stocks

(Increase)/Decrease in debtors

Increase/(Decrease) in creditors

Net cash provided by/(used in) operating activities

RECONCILIATION OF NET DEBT
Cash in hand

Cash equivalents (notice deposits less than 3 months)
Total

The notes on pages 43 to 56 form part of these accounts.
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Note 2025 2024
£ £
(238947) 200,026
4 14,567 15,704
4 6,779 :
10 (1,901) z
19,445 15,704
(219,502) 215,730
13&14 932,263 716,533
13&14 712,761 932,263
Note 2025 2024
£ £
(232,192) 209,500
7 1,303 993
4 (18357)  (18,837)
16 (8,360) 8,360
11 31,333 (31,447)
12 (5,242) 23,611
15 (7,432) 7,846
(238,947) 200,026
Note At1/4/24  Cash-flows At31/3/25
£ £ £
14 545218  (225407) 319,811
13 387,045 5905 392,950
932,263  (219,502) 712,761




HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

1. Accounting Policies
(a) Accounting Convention

. The financial statements are prepared in a form determined by the Trustees in accordance
with the Financial Memorandum agreed between the Trustees and the House of Commons
and the House of Lords. Without limiting the information given, the accounts meet the
accounting and disclosure requirements of the Statement of Recommended Practice
“Accounting and Reporting by Charities” (published by the Charity Commission for England
and Wales) and the Charities Act.

Il. The History of Parliament Trust is a public benefit entity.
1. As all income and expenditure in both 2023-24 and 2024-25 was unrestricted, no analysis
is required showing the comparators split between restricted and unrestricted.

(b) Cash in hand and at the bank

This comprises of cash in hand and current balances with banks and other financial institutions
which are readily convertible to known amounts of cash, which are subject to insignificant risk
of changes in value and have an original maturity of less than three months.

(c) Income

I Grant-in-Aid is accounted for in the year it is received.
Il All other income is included in the Statement of Financial Activities when the History is
entitled to the income, receipt is probable and its amount can be measured reliably.
lll. - Income from rental of office space under an operating lease (see notes 1(m) and 20) is
accounted for over the period in which it is earned. Rent received in advance and in
hand at the end of the financial year is accounted for as deferred income.

(d) Direct Charitable Expenditure and other costs incurred in achieving the objectives
of the Charity

As required by the charity SORP, expenditure is analysed between that directly attributable
to our charitable activities and those attributable to governance and support costs. Direct
costs are allocated directly to an activity where possible (largely on the basis of staff time,
following a survey of staff) and otherwise in the same proportion as the direct costs.

(e) Tax

The History of Parliament Trust is registered for VAT purposes. Where output tax is
chargeable, income is stated net of VAT. Expenditure is stated net of recoverable VAT. The
Trust is exempt from corporation tax under Section 505A ICTA 1988 on its charitable activities.
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 — (CONTINUED)
() Tangible Fixed Assets and Depreciation

All tangible fixed assets purchased by the Trust are capitalised in the balance sheet at cost.
The capitalisation threshold for 2024-25 is £500.

Depreciation is provided on a straight line basis at the following annual rates in order to write
off the cost of each asset to its estimated residual value over its estimated useful life:

ICT equipment 4 years
Furniture, fittings and office machines 5 years

A full year’s depreciation is charged in the year of acquisition, no depreciation is charged in
the year of disposal. A review for impairment of a fixed asset will be carried out if events or
changes in circumstances indicate that the carrying amount of the fixed asset may not be
recoverable.

(g) Stock

Stock consists principally of published printed sets of the History of Parliament held for sale
and is valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value. Net realisable value of stock is
based on recent sales less impairment for slow moving stock. The provision takes into account
the impact of free online publication on future sales.

(h) Employees’ Pension Costs

In compliance with 17.18 of the Charity SORP, it is the Trust's policy to treat pension costs for
employees as being equal to the actual contributions payable during the year (see Note 9d).

() Redundancy Costs

The History of Parliament recognises redundancy costs once a decision has been made to
make staff redundant and includes the expected amount of the payment within staff costs.

(i) Debtors and Creditors

The year-end debtors and creditors are valued at amortised costs based on invoices or other
reasonable estimates.

(k) Investments

The Trust values current asset investments at the cash amount of deposit including any
interest receivable which had not been credited to the account at the year end. Current asset
investments are defined as those with a maturity of less than a year at the balance sheet date.

() Projects and Collaborations

HPT is involved as a partner in a number of university-based collaborative projects mainly
financed by the UK Research Councils and research charities. HPT's involvement is largely
advisory, and is described more fully in the Annual Report. The benefits to the HPT include
access to material and research that contribute to its overall research mission, and improving
knowledge and usage of its own work.
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 — (CONTINUED)

(m) Operating Leases

HPT holds an operating lease on its accommodation. Rent is charged to the SOFA and future
rent is disclosed in note 20. It has no other operating leases.

(n) Going concern

See Note 17a for more details about the level of reserves and paragraph 103 of the Annual
Report for more detail on our assessment of going concern.

(o) Provisions

The History of Parliament recognises a liability for a provision for a legal or constructive
obligation when either the timing or the amount of the future expenditure required to settle the
obligation is uncertain. The amount recognised as a provision is the best estimate of the
expenditure required to settle or to transfer it to a third party at the reporting date. When
calculating the amount, consideration will be given to when the payments are likely to be made
and future events and uncertainties which may affect the amount required to settle the
obligation. See Note 16 for more details.

(p) Development costs

Expenditure related to updating and redesigning the Trust's website are charged to revenue
as they are incurred and are included within the website and outreach line in Note 6.

2. Income from donations

2024-25 2023-24
Grant-In-Aid £ £
Grant-In-Aid received from House of Commons Vote 879,126 1,465,210
Grant-In-Aid received from House of Lords Vote 502,356 502,356

1,381,482 1,967,566

Grant-in-aid in 2024-25 received from the House of Commons Vote is lower than the prior
year due to £293,042 relating to the 2024-25 financial year being received late in 2023-24
and in advance of the financial year it was intended for. Under the Charities SORP this was
recognised in the year of receipt, however it remained within cash balances at 31 March
2024, and was utilised in the 2024-25 financial year.
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 — (CONTINUED)

3. Income from Charitable Activities

2024-25
£
Publications 5,927
Fee income 106,602
112,529

2023-24
£
30,865

100,459
131,324

The publication income includes royalty income received under agreements with Cambridge
University Press (£1,178) and Boydell & Brewer (£4,649) and the balance being from the

Houses of Parliament Bookshop (£100).

The fee income is the result of the Trust's collaboration with St James’s House Publishing
under a 2022 contract which expires in August 2028. The new contract relates to the
production of four books over five years, and provides the Trust with an increased fee of
£480,000, paid in monthly instalments over the period of the contract. Royalty income is not
payable under this new contract. In October 2024 we published the second book under the

2022 contract, "The Commonwealth at 75",

4. Income from Investments

Interest on current bank accounts
Dividends and interest on investments*®

Unrestricted Unrestricted
Funds Funds
2024-25 2023-24
£ £
8,662 8,477
9,695 10,360
18,357 18,837

"includes £3,790 of interest in 2024-25 (£3,133 2023-24) on a non-cash equivalent one year
cash bond. The balance held in this account was reduced by £6,779 at the start of the year
to enable protection from the Financial Services Compensation Scheme.

5. Other income

Accommodation
Research Services

2024-25 2023-24
£ £
32,687 29,057
0 2,346

32,687 31,403



HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 — (CONTINUED)

(a) Accommeodation This income includes rent from the Trust subletting its third floor offices.
The space is let on a serviced basis with the lessee paying in addition for certain services at
cost and for occasional meeting facilities. The Trust also has an arrangement with the
Parliamentary History Trust to provide office accommodation for a fee of £2,000 per annum.

(b) Research Services There was no income received in 2024-25. In 2023-34, the History
received £1,000 from the Royal Historical Society towards the cost of running a workshop. In
addition, a small amount of income was received from the Universities of Leeds, Durham and
Keele towards some small projects.

6. Expenditure on Charitable Activities

Direct Costs

Editorial and research staff costs

Editorial and research commissioned costs
Website and outreach staff costs

Website and outreach nonpay costs

Fees paid to Editorial Board

Stock storage costs

Cost of sales

Managerial and administration costs
Estates cost

Honoraria

St James House book fees

IT software, maintenance & support services
Small projects, travel and subsistence
Stationery, postage, telephones
Reprographic services

TOTAL DIRECT CHARITABLE COSTS

7. Other costs
Depreciation

Notional zudit fee

Operating costs (incl legal fees)
Reversal of notional audit fee
TOTAL OTHER COSTS

TOTAL DIRECT AND OTHER COSTS EXC SUPPORT

Allocation of support costs
Allocation of governance costs

GRAND TOTAL COSTS

Scholarly
and Research  Promotion of
historical Dissemination with educational Governance
Research of research others activities Costs Support Costs 2024-25
£ £ £ £ £ £ £
849,597 166,933 57,746 68,076 6,321 65880 1,214,553
16,312 16,312
29,306 182,156 6,942 6,174 224,578
5989 5,989
3,600 3,600
512 512
31334 31,334
9,239 55,069 64,308
142,278 142,278
5,083 5,083
3,964 3,964
26,204 26,204
4,611 4,611
828 828
331 331
898,815 390,888 64,688 74,250 20,643 295,201 1,744,485
820 356 59 68 1303
27,000 21,000
12,642 5498 910 1,044 11,365 31,459
(27,000) (27,000)
13,462 5,854 969 1,112 11,365 32,762
912,271 396,742 65,657 75,362 32,008 1,482,046
185,723 80,765 13,367 15,342 295,201
20137 8,758 1,449 1,664 32,008
1,118,137 486,269 80,473 92,368 1,777,247
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 — (CONTINUED)

Expenditure on Charitable Activities 2023-24

Direct Costs

Editorial and research staff costs

Editorial and research commissioned costs
Website and outreach staff costs

Website and outreach nonpay costs

Fees paid to Editorial Board

Stock storage costs

Cost of sales

Managerial and administration costs
Estates cost

Honoraria

St James House book fees

ITsoftware, maintenance & support services
Small projects, travel and subsistence
Stationery, postage, telephones
Reprographicservices

7. Other costs

Depreciation

Notional audit fee

Operating costs (ind legal fees)
Reversal of notional audit fee
Other costs

Direct and other costs

Allocation of support costs
Allocation of govemance costs

GRAND TOTAL COSTS

Scholarly
and Research  Promotion of
historical Dissemination  with educational Govemnance
Research of research others activities Costs Support Costs 2023-24
£ £ £ £ £ £ £
987,977 136,114 60,349 61,850 6,992 7,568 13258
38,35 39,325
21475 113,922 4,667 2,335 208,39
25,903 25,903
3,875 3,875
477 477
3383 33,371
£,998 50,167 57,165
142,755 142,755
5,200 5,200
128 128
23,102 23,102
7,064 7,064
971 971
747 747
1,058,652 369,917 65,016 64,185 19,190 297,374 1,874,334
675 236 | 41 993
25,500 25,500
31,439 10,985 1931 1,906 18,042 64,303
{25,500) {25,500)
32,114 11,22 1972 1,947 18,042 65,2%
1,090,766 381,138 66,988 66,132 37,232 1,642,256
202,094 70,616 12,411 12,253 297,374
25,303 8,841 1,54 153 37,23
1,318,163 460,59 80,953 79,919 1,939,630

Auditors have not performed any non-audit work.

As required by the charity SORP, expenditure is analysed between that directly attributable
to our charitable activities and those attributable to governance and support costs. Direct
costs are allocated directly to an activity where possible (largely on the basis of staff time,

following a survey of staff) and otherwise in the same proportion as the direct costs.
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 — (CONTINUED)

8. Total Expenditure

Analysis of Expenditure 2024-25

2024-25 2023-24
Charitable Other Charitable Other
Activities costs Total Activities costs Total
£ £ £ £ £ £
Cost of raising donations 4,120 - 4,120 5,343 - 5,343
Cost of Charitable activities 1,720,515 32,762 1,753,277 1,849,146 65296 1,914,442
Cost of other income 19,850 19,850 19,845 19,845
Total 1,744,485 32,762 1,777,247 1,874,334 65,296 1,939,630
9. Total Staff Cost and Trustee remuneration
(a) Staff Costs 2024-25 2023-24
E £
Salaries of professional staff 1,170,292 1,196,393
Salaries/wages of support staff 34,883 33,417
Superannuation contributions 171,915 233,687
National Insurance contributions 135,031 136,992
Freelance work 17,012 39,325
1,529,133 1,639,814

The number of employees, including the Director, whose emoluments as defined for tax

purposes (excluding employer’s pension contribution), amounted to over £60,000 in the year

was as follows:

£60,000-£69,999
£70,000-£79,999
£80,000-£89,999
£90,000-£99,999

2024-25
No.
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 — (CONTINUED)

The average number of employees (full time equivalent for support staff) analysed by function
was:

Full time equivalent staff analysed by function 2024-25 2023-24
Professional Support Professional Support
Staff Staff Staff Staff
Editorial and Research 20.12 21.12
Management and Administration 1.15 0.8 0.94 0.8
21.27 0.8 22.06 0.8

(b) Director’'s Emoluments

The salary and pension entitlements of the Director were as follows

2024-25 2023-24
£ £
Paul Seaward (April 23 to November 23) - 78,020
DrJennifer Davey 97,886 32,170
97,886 110,190

Dr Jennifer Davey’s emoluments as Director of £97,886 (2023-24 £32,170, she joined the
History in December 2023) comprised a salary of £85,490 and employer’s contributions to
the pension scheme of £12,396. Consistent with professional staff employed by the Trust,
the Director is an ordinary member of the Universities Superannuation Scheme.

In 2023-24, Paul Seaward’s emoluments as Director of £78,020 comprised a salary of
£64,161 and employer’s contributions to the pension scheme of £13,859. Dr Jennifer
Davey's emoluments comprised a salary of £27,667 and employer’s contributions to the
pension scheme of £4,503.

(c) Trustees’ Remuneration

No trustee or person with a family or business connection with a trustee has received any
remuneration or expenses directly or indirectly from the Trust.

(d) Superannuation

The employer’s superannuation contribution included in 6(a) above comprises £171,915 for
staff (£233,687 in 2023-24) participating in the Universities Superannuation Scheme. The
reduction in costs between 2023-24 and 2024-25 is largely explained by the reduction in the
rate of employer contributions from 21.6% to 14.5% from 1 January 2024. The employers’
National Insurance contribution included in 6 (a) above comprises £131,472 for professional
staff and £3,559 for support staff (£133,342 and £3,650 respectively in 2023-24).
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 - (CONTINUED)

Universities Superannuation Scheme

The History of Parliament participates in the Universities Superannuation Scheme (USS).
The History of Parliament had 24 active members participating in the scheme at the 31st
March 2025. The scheme is the principal pension scheme for academic and academic-
related employees of UK universities and other higher education and research institutions.
Due to the mutual nature of the scheme, the assets are not attributed to individual
institutions and a scheme-wide contribution is set. The History is therefore exposed to
actuarial risks associated with other institutions’ employees and is unable to identify its share
of the underlying assets and liabilities of the scheme on a consistent and reasonable basis.
Like other institutions participating in USS, the Trust therefore accounts for the scheme as if
it were a defined contribution scheme. As a result, the amount charged to the Statement of
Financial Activities represents the contributions payable to the scheme. Since the History
cannot identify its share of the USS assets and liabilities, the details below are for the
scheme as whole.

An actuarial valuation report as at the end of March 2020 showed the scheme to be in
deficit. Measures were agreed via the USS Joint Negotiating Committee to address the
deficit in the autumn of 2021. These included changes to contributions and future service
benefits, as well as an enhanced level of covenant support to the Scheme, including a rolling
long-term moratorium on employers leaving the scheme without the consent of USS. These
changes were implemented from 1 April 2022. Employer contributions were increased to
21.6% of salary, and employee contributions were 9.8% of salary. Following a further
actuarial valuation in March 2023 and a valuation of a surplus of £7.4 billion, employer
contributions were reduced to 14.5% of salary from 1 January 2024 and employee
contributions to 6.1% from the same date. From 1 April 2024 the pre- April 2022 defined
benefits were restored. The next valuation report is March 2026. As at 31 March 2025, the
interim assessment indicates that the scheme is still in surplus.The assets of the scheme are
held in a separate fund administered by the trustee, Universities Superannuation Scheme
Limited. The auditors and actuary to the USS have advised that it is appropriate to take the
pension costs in the Trust's accounts to be equal to the actual contributions paid during the
year. Management agree with this assessment as it is compliant with 17.18 of the Charity
SORP.
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 — (CONTINUED)

10. Tangible Fixed Assets

Cost

At 1 April 2024
Additions
Disposals

At 31 March 2025

Depreciation

At 1 April 2024
On disposals
Charge

At 31 March 2025

Net Book value at 31 March 2025
Net Book value at 31 March 2024

11. Stock

Published Volumes

12. Debtors and Prepayments

Due within 1 year

Trade Debtors

Prepayments & accrued income
Debtor VAT

Due after 1 year
Trade Debtors
Total

Furniture,
Fittings and
Office
IT Equipment Equipment Total
£ £ £
13,554 39,039 52,593
1,901 - 1,901
(537) - (537)
14,918 39,039 53,957
12,380 38,557 50,937
(537) - (537)
1,063 240 1,303
12,906 38,797 51,703
2,012 242 2,254
1,174 482 1,656
Net Realisable
Value at
31-Mar-25 31-Mar-24
£
38,568 69,901

31 March 2025 31 March 2024

£ £
169,501 212,142
31,069 42,227
1,567 =
202,137 254,369
57,474 .
259,611 254,369
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HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT TRUST

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 — (CONTINUED)

Under a 2018 contract with St James'’s House, royalty income was receivable and all the
anticipated income (£233,457) was recognised in the 2021-22 accounts as accrued
income. All of the outstanding trade debtors are St James's House. In 2023-24 it had
been expected that all of the outstanding debt from St James’s House would be cleared
within 12 months. This did not happen and a new repayment plan has been agreed, the
age profile of which is reflected above. Of the £226,975 outstanding at 31 March 2025
(£193,807 2023-24) £106,528 related to royalties (£136,754 2023-24), £109,387 relates
to license fees (£57,053 2023-24) and the balance £11,060 is due to image costs and

contributor fees. (£0 in 2023-24).

13. Investments

31 March 2025

31 March 2024

£ £
Virgin money 1 year bond* 88,563 91,552
Scottish Widows (CAF) 90 day notice 392,950 387,045
481,513 478,597
* Virgin money 1 year bond is a non cash equivalent.
14. Cash in hand and at bank
31 March 2025 31 March 2024
£ £
Cash at Bank 319,795 545,207
Cash in Hand 16 11
319,811 545,218
Cash at Bank includes a £7,500 (2024: £7,500) rent deposit paid by our tenant, due to be
returned in 2025-26.
15. Creditors:amounts falling due within one year
31 March 2025 31 March 2024
£ £
Trade Creditors 10,142 14,036
Accruals 7,719 8,266
Funds held on behalf of third parties 7,500 7,500
Deferred income 7,423 7,423
Tax and social security 33,251 37,755
Other creditors 24,952 23,439
90,987 98,419
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16. Provisions for Liabilities and Charges

Lease Employee
Dilapidation Costs Benefits Total
£ £ £
Provision as at 1 April 2024 (200,000) (8,360) (208,360)
Provision utilised in year - 8,360 8,360
Provision provided in year - - -
Provision as at 31 March 2025 (200,000) 0 (200,000)

The History of Parliament's previous lease on its office accommodation in Bloomsbury Square
expired in November 2015. In 2014-15 a provision was established for the expected
Dilapidations costs that the Trust would incur if it leaves the accommodation, based on a
Schedule of Dilapidations prepared by the landlord in Autumn 2014. In November 2015 the
lease was renewed, but with a break clause operable in November 2020. The Trustees
decided not to exercise the break clause and so most of the items on the dilapidations
schedule have been held over until the end of the lease in 2025. A dilapidations review
conducted by Hanway Commercial in June 2024 concluded that the provision in place was
adequate. Management conclude this is still adequate for 2024-25.

The employee benefits provision in 2023-24 represented an assessment of the total amount
due to HVIRC for a taxable benefit previously undisclosed on a staff health scheme provision
for eye tests and counselling. This came to light when a review was undertaken of the value
for money of this scheme. A voluntary disclosure was made to HMRC. The provision
represented the value an independent assessor had made and covered the amount due,
interest, penalties and the fee to the assessor.

This matter was resolved through an agreement with HMRC during the latter stages of 2024-
25 and the provision utilised.

17. Funds
(a) Unrestricted Funds

At 31 March 2025, the Trust held total unrestricted funds of £805,230 (March 2024:
£1,038,218).

(b) Restricted Funds

At 31 March 2025 the Trust held restricted funds of £ 4,744 (March 2024: £4,744) which are
being held for use in the publication of the 1624 diaries project.
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18. Financial instruments
(a) Liquidity Risk

The History of Parliament Trust is financed by Grant-In-Aid paid from both the House of
Commons and House of Lords. It is not exposed to significant liquidity risk.

(b)  Credit risk

The History of Parliament Trust held at the 315 March 2025 a total of £268,848 (2024
£569,370) with HSBC in five commercial current bank accounts, £29,031 (2024 £55,531) in
a Charity Aid Foundation bank account and £20,841 (2024 £20,306) with the Monmouthshire
Building Society in a savings account. The Trust's management does not consider that the
Trust is exposed to a significant risk notwithstanding the current Financial Services
Compensation Scheme guarantee of £85,000.

c) Investment Risk

49% of the Trust's short term investments and cash balances are invested with the Scottish
Widows Bank in a CAF 90 day account. Interest is paid monthly and reinvested in the
account. Another 11% is invested in a 1 year Virgin Money Bond which was due to mature
on the 25" April 2025 with interest paid annually. The Trust's management does not
consider that the Trust is exposed to a significant risk notwithstanding the current Financial
Services Compensation Scheme guarantee of £85,000.

19. Related Party Transactions

The House of Commons and the House of Lords are regarded as related parties. Both
Houses provide a Grant-In-Aid to the Trust under terms provided for in the financial
memorandum. See Note 2 for the amounts. There were no receivables or payables at either
31 March 2025 or 31 March 2024.

The House of Commons also provides internal audit services at no charge to the Trust. None
of the Trust's key management staff, or any other related party has undertaken any material
transactions with the Trust during the year.

20. Operating Lease
Total future minimum lease payments under operating leases are given in the table below for
each of the following periods:

31 March 2025 31 March 2024

£ £
Buildings:
Expiry
Not later than one year 65,226 100,000
Later than one year and not later than 5 years 0 65,226
Lease expense recognised in year 100,000 99,979

The lease expired on 24th November 2025.
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At the 31%! March 2025, the History of Parliament had received rent in advance for serviced
sublet office space of £6,923. This income was deferred to 2025-26.

21. Losses and special payments

There were no losses or special payments in the reporting period that require separate
disclosure because of their nature or amount.

22. Events after the end of the reporting date

There has been one non-adjusting event after the balance sheet date. A 10 year lease for a
new principal office was signed on 14 August 2025, with a term commencement date of 1
September 2025 and a break after 5 years on 1 September 2030. The table below presents
what the relevant note would look like had the lease been signed pre-year end.

Financial implications of new lease only

31 March 2025 31 March 2024

£ £
Buildings:
Expiry
Not later than one year 19,031 100,000
Later than one year and not later than 5 years 252,956 65,226
Later than 5 years 27,200

The annual report and financial statements were authorised for issue by the Accounting

Officer on the same date that the audit certificate was signed by the Comptroller and Auditor
General.
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