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GRANTING WISHES
England & Wales · Charity number 1201959

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2023-02-15

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 6 Toll Bar Road
Rotherham
S65 3HR

Phone 07467519405

Email lesley9@hotmail.co.uk

Activities

Objects: FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT, TO RELIEVE THE NEED OF CHILDREN WITH LIFE LIMITING
ILLNESSES/INJURIES AND THE FAMILIES OF SUCH CHILDREN IN SOUTH YORKSHIRE BY
GRANTING FEASIBLE WISHES AND EXPERIENCES.

Activities: We grant wishes to children with life limiting illnesses/injuries in South Yorkshire

Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Individuals

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Disability

• Who: Children/young People

Geography

• Barnsley

• Doncaster

• Sheffield City

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1201959
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1201959
mailto:lesley9@hotmail.co.uk
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-04-30 £10,567 £11,203 - -

2024-04-30 £15,607 £15,663 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Lesley Hudd Chair 2023-03-20

Tom Mathison 2023-03-20

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1201959
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Trustee Annual report for Granting Wishes - 1201959

Period April 2024 to end April 2025

Trustees
Lesley Hudd (Founder)
Tom Mathison

Background
Our charity was set up in April 2023 after many years of wanting to set it up, but due to my 
career in the past as a teacher, it was not possible at that time.  My reasons for setting up the 
charity being I lost my brother to cancer when he was just 16 and I was only 13.  He spent 
many months in hospital and I will never forget when his beloved football team Sheffield 
Wednesday visited him in hospital.  His wish was granted.  Later whilst teaching I had the 
pleasure to meet Darcie, a sweet, kind beautiful girl. Tragically she passed away at a very 
young age. She too battled hard, spending long months in hospital.  Her wish was granted 
when Little Mix sang for her.  It’s these moments that we strive to create for as many children 
as possible.

Our Aims
To raise money through our small charity shop and charity events to enable us to grant wishes 
up to £700 to children with life limiting illnesses/injuries in South Yorkshire.

Our Shop
Our shop is situated on one of the main streets in a small village.  We are very popular with 
locals and indeed most of our customers are regulars.  Sadly, we don’t get many new 
customers due to our small indirect location.  
We pride ourselves on ensuring we rotate donated stock as often as possible and to keep our 
prices reasonable, thus supporting the local community and ensuring we raise enough money 
for the charity.  Our rent is unfortunately higher than average for the area but we are currently 
tied into a 3 year lease.
The location is predominantly socially deprived and this affects our daily takings.  There are 
4 charity shops in the same area (one recently opening) which has also impacted negatively 
on donations/takings.

Advertising
We advertise our charity on social media and through leaflets in shops in our local area, car 
boot sales and through holding events. Our charity shop is the hub for us. We try to make it as 
appealing as possible. We have also advertised at Rotherham United football ground and 
appeared in their  program.

Wishes Granted
We have granted several wishes previously, this year we granted one to a young man who 
wanted a laptop to catch up on his schoolwork.  We have suffered this year as a result of the 
road being closed off and on meaning the bus route was redirected and we lost customers. 
This affected the amount of wishes we were able to grant.

Other events
We have held fill a bag days where we invite people to fill a huge sack with any clothes and 
shoes for just £10.  These are popular and a good way of rotating stock as well as allowing 



the community to grab lots of bargains.  We have also held charity nights where we have had 
a disco, pie and peas and a raffle.  These events are great for raising money and awareness of 
our charity as well as celebrating our success. We have also had a stall at a Christmas market 
with a tombola and games.

Future plans
We intend to continue to raise awareness of our charity through regular updates on social 
media/distributing leaflets in our local area.  We pride ourselves on being one of the only 
charities that collect donations to ensure we receive maximum income.  We will continue to 
offer this service. We have an upcoming event with Stars in their eyes to raise money. We will 
also continue to work on making our shop exciting and appealing with regular changing 
offers.



ACCOUNTS OVERVIEW FOR GRANTING WISHES 1201959

YEAR END 30TH APRIL 2025

INCOME
MAY 767.14
JUNE 947.51
JULY 1255.14
AUG 866.02
SEPT 717.53
OCT. 1219.83
NOV. 1250.99
DEC. 705.15
JAN 712.68
FEB. 680.43
MAR  613.45
APRIL  831.54
TOTAL INCOME £10,567.41

OUTGOINGS
RENT/INSURANCE 9412.00
OCTOPUS ENERGY. 678.92
GENERAL CLEANING 222.20
DIESEL. 190.00
WISHES  700
TOTAL OUTGOING £11,203.12
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Trustee Annual report
Period April 2023-end April 2024

Charity – Granting Wishes
Registration number – 1201959

Background Information

Our charity was set up in memory of Lesley Hudd’s (founder) brother John, who 
sadly passed away at 16, and Tom Mathison’s (Trustee) young daughter Darcie 
who also tragically passed away at just 8 years old. Both children fought so 
hard and both were given some happiness when they had wishes granted. For 
John it was a visit from his beloved football team Sheffield Wednesday and for 
Darcie a video call from Little Mix (during covid). It was the smiles on their 
faces that set the seed for Granting Wishes. 

Our Trustees

Lesley Hudd (Founder)
Tom Mathison
Sonja Hughes

Our Aims

To raise money through charity events and our charity shop to enable us to 
grant wishes to children with life limiting illnesses/injuries in South Yorkshire.

Our charity shop.

Our charity shop opened in April 2023. It is run and managed by Lesley Hudd 
and part time volunteers.  Our volunteers work anything from 3 hours a week 
to 3 days a week.  We are based in a small village and almost all customers are
local to the area. We have very little passing trade.  The area is mainly low 
income and almost all customers are regular. We are based in a prominent 
position on a bus route, however there aren’t many other shops that draw 
people to the area; a few other charity shops, a supermarket, cafe, nail bar.  
The post office closed recently which has effected our custom as people no 
longer pass by on route to the post office.

We are open 6 days a week, from 9am until 4pm. We did trial Sundays but 
found that it wasn’t viable (after electricity/travel costs).  Our shop receives 
donations from the public such as bric a brac, toys, books and puzzles, 
clothing, household items and small pieces of furniture. We are the only local 
charity shop that collects from people’s homes giving us a slight advantage for 
those who can’t drop off.

Our rent is high for the area, however, we are currently under a 3 years lease 
so not yet in a position to negotiate or move elsewhere.  As with all shops, we 
have quieter periods and then busier periods throughout the year.  We attract 
customers by offering reasonable prices ensuring we are not only raising 
money for our charity but also helping the community. We have sale events, 
regularly change stock and have a page where we have around 800 local 



followers which is updated a few times a week.  We also offer delivery to 
ensure maximum sales.  Every so often we have a fill a bog day where 
customers can fill a huge sack with any clothes and shoes for just £10.  This 
helps both our charity and the community. Our rag man collects every fortnight
and we used to receive around £90 for our rags but regionally it has reduced 
massively and we now only receive around £20 for the same amount. The fill a 
nag is usually stock that was almost near rag date so this is more beneficial.

We hold raffles at Easter and Christmas and ask for donations to ensure 
maximum profit for the charity.

Advertising

We advertise our charity with leaflets that are distributed to local shops and 
other community areas such as libraries, and we also have a webpage and a 
facebook page which is updated regularly.  We also hand leaflets out at local 
events such as car boot sales.

Wishes granted

So far we have granted 5 wishes. Our wishes are up to £700 and have been 
granted after ensuring candidates meet the criteria on our charity statement.  
Mainly that that live in South Yorkshire, have a life limiting illness or injury and 
are aged under 18.

We have given money towards a wet room.

We have given money for a family to stay overnight at Legoland.

We have granted a wish for a family day at the zoo.

We have paid for a laptop for a little boy who was having a bone marrow 
transplant and needed to be in isolation ensuring he could remain in contact 
with his family.

We have granted a wish for a huge lego bundle for a young boy who wanted to 
share it with his youth club.

All of the above contacted our charity either by phone or email. The trustees 
discussed what was possible financially (after the families provided medical 
evidence).  We granted the wish within 2 weeks for all of the above wishes. The
families then provided receipts after booking the trip or we used Amazon to 
purchase goods.

Other events

We have also held charity events where we have sold tickets (usually around 
60) to a local organised event.  We have had a disco where we served pie and 
peas and a raffle during an evening. All profits went to granting wishes. We also
held a race night where we put on a buffet and disco also.



The events are not only enjoyable and raise money for the charity but they are 
also informative as we are able to update on our achievements and also spread
the word.

Future plans

Continue to raise awareness of our charity throughout South Yorkshire through 
leaflets, website and social media.

Continue boosting shop profit by changing stock regularly, vibrant displays, 
sales, offers and providing good friendly service.

Continue to have 2 events a year – ticket events.

Hold car boot sales where possible – also to advertise our charity with large 
banner at the event.

Negotiate rent as soon as possible so that it is in line with other businesses who
currently pay half of what we pay and are like for like using same property 
company.

Continue to use local businesses to help us when holding raffles and promoting 
our charity – in return promoting theirs.



Accounts for Granting Wishes April 2023 to April 2024

Outgoings

Octopus energy (Electricity)– £640.33

General * - £2212.68

Wishes granted - £2000

Delivery costs (diesel)- £150

Rent - £9807.91

Cleaning materials – 796.45

Total Outgoings £15,607.37

*shop fittings, solicitors fees, shop signage, web page domain, window display, window 
signs/decoration, paint, wall designs, letter headed paper, leaflets, printed t-shirts, pricing 
equipment, items for raffle – tickets etc, decorations for events, carrier bags for shop.

Money raised

April 2023 - £2225.24
May 2023 – £1235.40
June 2023 - £1388.78
July 2023 – £895.70
August 2023 - £986.50
Sept 2023 - £1419.01
Oct 2023 - £894.04
Nov 2023 - £1473.16
Dec 2023 -£1149.36
Jan 2024 - £1105.88
Feb 2024 - £1065.42
March 2024 - £822.40
April 2024 - £1002.26

Income total - £15,663.61
minus outgoings - £15,607.37

held - £56.24
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