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THE SORN FOUNDATION
England & Wales · Charity number 1201859

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2023-02-07

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 9 Poplar Grove
Urmston
Manchester
M41 9BL

Phone 07813912154

Email info@thesornfoundation.org

Website www.thesornfoundation.org

Activities

Objects: THE OBJECT[S] OF THE CIO ARE:1. TO ADVANCE EDUCATION FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT
OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN LIVING IN RURAL CAMBODIA BY PROVIDING EDUCATION AND
TRAINING PROGRAMMES, KHMER AND ENGLISH EDUCATION PACKAGES, BASIC SKILLS, HEALTHY
RELATIONSHIP WORKSHOPS, SEXUAL HEALTH SESSIONS AND WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND
PARENTING; AND2. TO RELIEVE POVERTY FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT BY PROVIDING SUSTAINABLE
LIVING PROGRAMMES (SLP) GROWING VEGETABLES AND RAISING LIVESTOCK, WHICH INCLUDES
PROVIDING BABY CHICKS AND DUCKS TO RAISE AND ALL REQUIRED MATERIALS INCLUDING
CAGES AND FEED AND VEGETABLE SEEDS AND SAPS TO GROW.NOTHING IN THIS CONSTITUTION
SHALL AUTHORISE AN APPLICATION OF THE PROPERTY OF THE CIO FOR THE PURPOSES WHICH
ARE NOT CHARITABLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH [SECTION 7 OF THE CHARITIES AND TRUSTEE
INVESTMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005] AND [SECTION 2 OF THE CHARITIES ACT (NORTHERN
IRELAND) 2008].

Activities: The Sorn Foundation is a non-profit charity organization that provides educational support to
women and children living in rural Cambodia. The foundation was established with the mission of breaking
the cycle of poverty and inequality by educating children and women.
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Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: Education/training, Disability, The Prevention Or Relief Of Poverty, Economic/community
Development/employment, Human Rights/religious Or Racial Harmony/equality Or Diversity, Recreation

• Who: Children/young People, People With Disabilities

Geography

• Cambodia

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £7,317 £7,480 - -

2024-03-31 £2,760 £2,640 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Louise Jowsey Chair 2021-01-01

Amy Witt 2025-07-01

Nicola Clements 2021-01-01

Rebecca Cunningham 2025-09-09
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The Sorn Foundation
Trustees’ Annual Report and Accounts

Charity Number: 1201859
Financial Period: 1 April 2024 – 31 March 2025



Trustees’ Annual Report

Introduction and Charity Objectives
The Sorn Foundation exists to empower women and children living in rural Cambodia through
education and community development. The charity aims to break the cycle of poverty and social
exclusion experienced by many women and children by providing access to education,  skills
development, and community support.

The  charity  seeks  to  achieve  its  objectives  through the  delivery  of  grassroots  education  and
training programmes, Khmer and English education packages, basic skills development, healthy
relationship workshops, sexual health education, and women’s rights and parenting education.

Achievements and Performance
During the financial year ended 31 March 2025, the charity provided education to 44 children
aged 3–12 years,  promoted  physical  and  mental  wellbeing  through  structured  activities,  and
delivered women’s empowerment and parenting education programmes.

Volunteers and Trustees
The charity was governed by four trustees and supported by four volunteers operating in the UK
and Cambodia. All trustees and volunteers served in an unpaid capacity.

Financial Review
Total income for the year amounted to £7,374, all received through voluntary donations. Total
expenditure was £7,480, resulting in a net deficit of £106 due to costs paid shortly before year
end. The charity continues to operate on a near break-even basis.

Reserves Policy
The trustees aim to maintain sufficient unrestricted reserves to meet ongoing commitments. Due
to the charity’s small scale, reserves are intentionally modest.

Structure, Governance, and Management
The charity is  governed by four trustees who oversee strategy,  finance, and compliance. The
charity owns a purpose-built school facility in Cambodia constructed at a cost of £10,000, used
exclusively for educational activities.



Plans for the Future
The charity plans to expand outreach programmes, hold monthly women’s groups, expand the
school building, and continue improving education quality and health outcomes.

Trustees’ Statement
The trustees confirm that this report and the accompanying accounts comply with charity law and
the Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP).

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  trustees:

Nicola  Clements  –  Trustee
Louise  Jowsey  –  Trustee
Amy  Witt  –  Trustee
Rebecca  Cunningham  –  Trustee

Date: 9 January 2026



Accounts Summary

Statement of Financial Activities (SoFA)
Income:  Donations  £7,374
Total  Income  £7,374

Expenditure:  Charitable  activities  £7,480
Total  Expenditure  £7,480

Net Movement in Funds: (£106)

Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2025
Assets:
School  Building  (at  cost)  £10,000

Liabilities:  None  £0

Net  Assets:  £10,000

Unrestricted Funds: £9,894
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Trustees' Annual Report for The Sorn Foundation 

For the year ended 31st March 2024 

1. Trustees' Statement We, the trustees of The Sorn Foundation, are pleased to 
present the annual report for the year ended 31st March 2024. As a charitable 
organization, our mission is to provide educational opportunities for children in 
Cambodia, specifically teaching English and Khmer to children from underserved 
communities. This report provides an overview of our activities, achievements, and 
financial status for the year, ensuring transparency and accountability to our donors, 
volunteers, and stakeholders. 

The trustees of The Sorn Foundation are: 

• Nicola Clements (Chair) 
• Louise Jowsey (Trustee) 
• Lesley Hearne (Trustee) 

We remain committed to our mission of providing quality education and support to 
the children in our school. 

2. Activities and Achievements: The Sorn Foundation operates a small school in 
Cambodia, where we provide essential education to 44 children. We teach English 
and Khmer to these children, offering both morning and afternoon classes. The 
children attend school four days a week, with kindergarten children receiving 1.5 
hours of teaching per day, while the older students participate in 2-hour afternoon 
sessions. 

In addition to providing education, we also ensure that each child receives a 
nutritious meal and fresh water during their time at school. This sustains their energy 
and focus, helping them succeed in their learning environment. 

We are fortunate to have a dedicated team of three volunteers who support the 
teaching activities. Their hard work and commitment to the children’s educational 
development have been invaluable in maintaining the quality of education we 
provide. 

Key Achievements and Highlights 

• Establishing an IT Suite: Set up a computer lab with five donated computers 
and a laptop to enhance children's computer literacy. 

• Improved Child Identification System: Introduced the use of "Poor Cards" 
to identify and prioritize children from the poorest families for enrolment at The 
Sorn Foundation. 

• Empowering Education Access: Supported families of thechildren with 
family books (identity documents), enrolled them in Khmer schools, and 
supplied school uniforms and bicycles for transportation. Afternoon programs 
at the Foundation bridge educational gaps and build confidence. 



• High-Profile Support: Hosted the British Ambassador Dominic Williams and 
his family at our school in 2023. He highlighted our work in an interview with 
The Khmer Times. 

• International Women’s Day: Our Head of Operations, Somphors Sorn, was 
invited to celebrate at the Ambassador's residence, fostering connections and 
recognition of the Foundation's impact. 

• Supporting Deaf Children: Partnered with All Ears Cambodia, providing 
hearing aids to restore hearing for one child and supporting four others. 

• Holistic Support: Supplied essentials like toothbrushes, clean water, 
nourishing meals, and addressed hunger among our children to support their 
well-being. 

• Donation Network: Facilitated regular clothing and household donations from 
urban supporters, meeting immediate needs and enhancing dignity for 
families in need. 

These achievements demonstrate our dedication to empowering vulnerable children 
through education and holistic care, fostering long-term change in their lives. 

 

3. Financial Performance The Sorn Foundation is predominantly funded by our 
committed group of donors, who generously contribute on a monthly basis via direct 
debit. The total amount raised through these donations for the year is £2,760. These 
funds are used to cover the operational costs of the school, educational materials, 
meals, and the day-to-day running of the school. 

We strive to ensure that every penny donated goes directly to supporting the children 
in our care and enhancing their educational experience. 

4. Governance and Structure The Sorn Foundation is governed by three trustees: 
Nicola Clements, Louise Jowsey, and Lesley Hearne. The trustees are responsible 
for overseeing the strategic direction of the charity and ensuring that the resources 
are used effectively to support the school’s objectives. We meet regularly to review 
progress and make decisions about the future direction of the charity. 

5. Plans for the Future Looking ahead, we are focused on continuing to provide 
quality education to the children of our school in Cambodia. We will explore 
opportunities to expand our teaching materials and further improve the facilities to 
ensure a comfortable learning environment. 

Additionally, we aim to explore alternative funding sources to support our future 
growth. In December 2024, we secure our first Corporate Donor, which will 
accelerate our work and broaden its impact.   

We want to purchase playground equipment, open our doors to more pupils, boost 
our food budget and extend teaching hours.   

The trustees are pleased to confirm that the financial statements provide a true 
and fair view of the foundation’s finances for the year. 



6. Conclusion We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to our generous 
donors, the volunteers, and the Cambodian community for their continued support 
and dedication to The Sorn Foundation’s mission. The ongoing success of the 
school is a direct result of their commitment and involvement. 

We look forward to continuing to make a meaningful difference in the lives of the 
children we serve and are grateful for the continued support of our community. 

Signed on behalf of the Trustees of The Sorn Foundation 

 
Nicola Clements 

Chair 
08.12.2024 
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