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QUEER TANGO LONDON 

LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER  2023 

 
Charity Number:   1201560 
 
 
Trustees: 
 

Ray Batchelor:  Chair 

Margaret Trotter:  Treasurer 

Tom Cottle 

Claudio Tedesco 

Gawaine Preston 

Samantha Marcus 

Gordon Pullenger 
  
 
 
 
Registered Office   205 Well Street 
    London. E9 6QU 
 

    Email: contact@queertangolondon.org  
 
 
 
 
Main Dance Venue:  Bishopsgate Institute 

230 Bishopsgate 
London EC2 4QH 

      
 
 
 
 
Bankers: Lloyds Bank PLC 
 19/20 Upper Street  
 London  N1 0PJ 
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Approved by the Trustees on 26 October 2024 
 

Signed on behalf of Queer Tango London by: 

Trustee signature:      
 
Trustee name:   Ray Batchelor (Chair) 
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QUEER TANGO LONDON 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2023 

 

Queer Tango London is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) registered with the Charity 
commission on 13 January 2023, registration number 1201560. 
 

Structure, Governance and Management 
The charity was constituted as a small charity on 4th September 2017 and registered with HMRC. As 
the charity grew the Trustees adopted a new constitution and applied to the Charity Commission to 
become a CIO and were registered on 12 January 2023.  The constitution is a Foundation Model and 
with the following 7 Trustees in office:- 

 
TRUSTEES 
Ray Batchelor:  Chair 
Margaret Trotter:  Treasurer 
Tom Cottle 
Claudio Tedesco 
Gawaine Preston 
Samantha Marcus 
Gordon Pullenger 

 

The Trustees may appoint up to 3 more Trustees to join the board, who will hold office for 3 years. 
Trustees carry out the management and operations of the charity in a voluntary capacity as there are 
no paid staff.  Trustees do teach and perform at Queer Tango events and are eligible to be paid on 
similar terms as non-board members, however no Trustees were paid for their work.  Trustees meet 
regularly to organise events and hold an AGM every year. 

 
Results for the year 2023 
The charity raised income of £13,365, spent £12,374, and added £991 to reserves. 
At 31 December 2023 the unrestricted reserves of the charity were £9,776    
 
Objectives 
For public benefit to promote and foster the understanding, and appreciation of queer tango and the 
values of equality, diversity and inclusivity associated with it. To advance education and learning in 
queer tango, in particular but not exclusively, by providing queer tango dance events, classes, 
demonstrations, performances, talks, lectures, exhibitions, publications, and collaborative projects. 
To further such other purposes which may be charitable according to the law of England and as the 
trustees see fit from time to time.  
 
Achievements and Performance 
Queer Tango London practices queer tango, that is authentic Argentinian tango - the couple dance 
which emerged from Argentina and Uruguay in the late 19th and early 20th centuries - but danced 
without regard for the conventional male/female allocation of leader and follower roles according to 
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gender. Queer tango emerged out of and supports the LGBTQ community, but it can be and is 
danced by anyone sympathetic to its aspirations. The trustees have had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity Commission on public benefit. 
 
Events 
Through our partnership with Bishopsgate Institute, QTL hosted 23 milongas and we were invited to 
teach and perform for 2 other organisations.  Ray and Gawaine represented QTL training staff for 
London Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, and 6 Trustees and QTL members performed with the 
Pink Singers at Cadogan Hall at their 40th anniversary concert to a sold out, capacity audience of over 
900 people.  Trustees taught and performed inter-cambio demonstrations at other London milongas. 
As part of our “Dancing to Change the World” programme, we devised special event milongas 
including Queer Tango Meets Jewish Tango with invited orchestra Reverse Polarity.  

We engaged international teacher/performers, and welcomed the return of Los Ocampo and 
Natasha Lewinger and Haris Mihail, from Argentina and Uruguay.  We particularly sought to engage 
queer performers who also run international Queer Tango Festivals around the world. Our dancers 
meet them, and get to know about these important events, a growing phenomenon.  Artists included 
Astrid Weiske who founded Queer Tango Berlin in 2011, Manu Sanz co-organisor of Chamuyo Queer 
in Valencia, and Ariadna Zaehnsdorf and Keila Luciano from Barcelona.  We encourage our dancers to 
participate in these festivals.  For some of these younger generation performers, it was their first 
time performing professionally in the UK and we supported them with fees and accommodation and 
helped to build their reputations and introduced them to other milonga organisations.  We brought 
Soledad Nani from Argentina to the UK for the first time and aided her UK tour.       

Trustees Ray, Sam and Gawaine were the regular teachers at our milongas, Margaret and Claudio ran 
several classes and Claudio and Tom alternated as DJs. All Trustees represented the charity at 
festivals and milongas nationally and around the world, including Germany, Spain, France and Finland 
Argentine and Uruguay. 
 
Fraction for Freedom  
QTL has always run fundraising events for queer focused charities and to also financially supports 
charitable initiatives to counter global prejudice and persecution.  QTL committed 10% of profits to 
such causes in February 2023 paid over £388 to Quateera, a charity engaged in homing refugees 
displaced by the war in Ukraine.  We will continue to support charities safeguarding LGBTQ+ 
communities.  

Marketing was led and undertaken by Ray with Tom managing the website and Gordon managing the 
printing flyers. Photographs taken by Birthe Havomeoller and Alan Pang were used in our publicly. 

 
Financial Review, principal risks and uncertainties 
The Statement of Financial Activities and Balance sheet show that reserves, at 1 January 2023 were 
£8,785 We added £991surplus for the year bringing reserves to a total of £9,776 at 31 December 
2023.   Trustees have considered the current and future activities of the charity and the known level 
of income and expenditure and are satisfied that the level of reserves can meet the commitments of 
the charity for the following year. 

 

Our principal income consisted of participant fees for our classes and milongas, amounting to 
£12,714.  We also raised £651 from engagements from other organisations and charities.  Costs 
included -  payments to teachers and performers of £3,000 and payments to Bishopsgate institute of 
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£6,474 for rent and profit share. Trustees were reimbursed for expenses incurred.   

 

Our principal risks relate to the cost of premises hire and future commitments to performers.  We 
have contracted with the Bishopsgate Institute to hold two events per month at a fixed minimum 
rent with shared profits, renewable annually.  This stability of venue and costs means we can plan 
and contract in advance and therefore mitigate these risks.    

 
Events since the end of the year and future developments 
QTL continue to host milongas at Bishopsgate Institute, running two classes, at beginners and 
intermediate levels.    International teacher performers engaged so for 2024 are Los Ocampo, 
Natasha Lewinger and Haris Mihail, Manu Sanz from Spain, and Ariadna Zaehnsdorf and Keila Luciano 
from Barcelona, Gaston Olguin and Manuco Firmani from Argentina, Walter Perez from New York 
and Ray Sullivan from Miami.  Our AGM will be held on 16 August 2023. 
 

 
Trustees Responsibilities Statement 
The trustees are responsible for preparing the trustees report and the financial statements in 
accordance with applicable law and UK accounts standards 
The Trustees must be satisfied that the financial statements give a true and fair view of the state of 
the affairs of the charity and of the incoming resources and application of resources. In preparing 
these financial statements the Trustees are required to: 

• Select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently;  

• Observe the method and principles in the Charity SORP; 

• Make judgments and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

• Prepare the financial statement on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to 
presume that the Charity will continue in operation;  

 
Approved by the Trustees on 26 October 2024 
 

Signed on behalf of Queer Tango London by: 

Trustee signature:      
 
Trustee name:   MARGARET TROTTER 
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DR R K BATCHELOR
Date: 26.10.2024
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QUEER TANGO LONDON 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2023 

ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

1. Basis of preparation of financial statements 

The financial statements are prepared under the historical cost convention and include the results of the charity's 
operations which are described in the Trustees Report and all of which are continuing.  The accounts have been 
prepared in accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice, "Accounting and Reporting by Charities" 
with applicable accounting standards on the accrual basis.   

2 .    Fund Accounting, Risk and Reserves Policy 

Unrestricted funds comprise accumulated surpluses and deficits on general funds. They are available for use at the 
discretion of the Trustees in furtherance of the general charitable objectives.  Designated funds are amounts that 
have been set aside at the discretion of the Executive Committee. Restricted funds are funds that are spent in 
accordance with specific restriction imposed by the donors or which have been raised by the charity for specific 
purpose.  The cost of raising and administrating such funds is charged against the specific fund.  

3. 
Incoming resources 

Incoming resources represents the total income receivable during the year comprising event sales and performance 
fees. 

4 .    Resources expended 

Resources expended are included in the Statement of Financial Activities on an accruals basis.  Charitable 
expenditure comprises costs of artists fees and resources in furtherance of the charity's objects.   

Reserves          at 13/1/2023            Incoming                Outgoing                  at 31/12/2023  

            Unrestricted       £8,785                       £13,365                  £12,374                     £9,776 

 Unrestricted funds are £9,776 

 5      Related Party Transactions 

 The Board of Trustees consist of queer tango dancers, teachers and DJs.  Trustees are the voluntary workers of the  
 charity and can also receive fees as dance teachers and performers on similar terms as non-committee members.   
 No Trustee received remuneration for being a Trustee.   

 

     


