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Chair’s Report  
  
In our third year of  operation, Newbald Live has continued to build a sustainable, well-
supported organisation which has presented a range of  live events across a number of  
genres and with a wide appeal to the local community, manifested by healthy tickets 
sales. 
  

We have hosted a total of  13 ticketed events in 2025 and additionally, 2 popular 
music quiz nights which were successful in attracting new people. It is pleasing to 
report that the average audience has remained stable. Once again, several 
performances played to full houses.  
 

The music quizzes have supported our aims of  widening participation and tackling 
social isolation in our rural community. Subsidising performances by a professional 
theatre group, similarly, was an attempt to open up the arts to a wider sector of  our 
community.  
  

Where practical, we continue to offer local musicans the opportunity to play to a new 
audience by opening shows for more established artists, but this presents challenges in 

terms of  financial viability and sourcing suitable performers. Attempts to forge links 
with local schools and 6th form colleges to offer performing and volunteering 

opportunities have not been successful. 
 
It has been a delight to see Newbald Village Hall transformed during 2025 with a full 

interior refurbishment and the addition of  a bar extension. To support the cooperation 
between Newbald Live and the Hall trustees, we have been happy to donate to the new 

backdrop curtain and we continued to supplement our own technical (light/sound) 
equipment during the year. These changes have meant we are regularly complimented 
on what a lovely professional venue we have produced in a small village hall. 

  

We are grateful to the Sancton Hill Wind Farm Community Fund for a grant received 
towards the cost of  storage trolleys - this together with the extension to the hall mean 
we now have our equipment securely and conveniently stored on site. 
 

We still have an excellent team of  volunteers but we would always be welcoming to 
newcomers - the more the merrier! 
  

Our accounts show that we have maintained a healthy financial position, carrying 
forward a small surplus, while comfortably covering our costs and planning for the 
future including more free to enter events, continuing our aims of  widening access to 
the arts and tackling rural social isolation. 
  

John Tomlinson  

Chair, 8th April 2026  

  










