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SPRING ROAD EVANGELICAL CHURCH
TRUSTEES REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024

The trustees have pleasure in presenting their report and the Financial Statements of
the Church for the year ended 31 March 2024.

Reference and Administrative Details

The address is: Spring Road Evangelical Church, Spring Road, Southampton SO19 2NU.

The charity trustees for the purpose of these accounts comprise the Elders and Deacons
of the Church. The Elders and Deacons during the year were as follows:

Mark Stocker (Pastor) Mike Taylor
Tim O'Mahony Richard Patten
Mike Collins Richard Cruse
Rex Stocker

Structure, Governance and Management

The Church is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO), governed by its
Constitution, and also by the “Church Rules and Regulations”. The Church is registered
with the Charity Commission, registration number 1200528.

The Elders and Deacons are elected by the Church Meeting, and are responsible for
leadership of the church. The Elders and Deacons meet regularly to effect proper
control of all arrangements for the running of the church.

Objectives and Activities

Our aim is to advance the Christian faith through those methods and means
commended to us in the Bible, showing a practical loving concern for all men and
women, regardless of background or race, with an aim to the glory of God.

We make known the message of the Bible through various means such as the Sunday
worship services (to which all are welcome), open air preaching, through the church
book shop, through children’s and young people’s clubs and activities and by the
distribution of free literature.

We seek to encourage Christians in their faith, through teaching, fellowship, pastoral
care and ministry to the elderly and infirm. We provide food and diaconal aid for those
who are in need, both here and overseas. We give financial support to other charities
whose aims are consistent with our own.

Achievements and Performance

Worship Services

We welcome all members of the public who wish to attend our services of worship. In
the regular preaching of the church, we are now in a series in Luke’s gospel in the
morning, and a series in the book of Joshua in the evenings.
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SPRING ROAD EVANGELICAL CHURCH
TRUSTEES REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024 (Continued)

Achievements and Performance (cont.)

We continue with the monthly invitation service with several taking the opportunity to
invite friends. We have had several new people attend these services, some from the
open-air meetings, and also some through personal invitation. The meal provided after
the invitation service has proved to be very popular.

We have rejoiced to hold eight baptisms and one wedding in the church.

Bible Study and Prayer Meeting

It is encouraging that we have good numbers at the prayer meeting. Prayer is
fundamental to the life of the church. In the Bible Studies we are following a series in
the Song of Solomon.

Church Departments
Though our membership is smaller, with the ongoing support and work of the members

and of others who attend, and with God’s help, the church has maintained over 20
departments and activities throughout the year.

Houseparty
The church held its biennial church holiday in August of 2023, in Shropshire, with some

60 people attending,.

Support of Other Churches and the Wessex Conference
We seek to encourage and support other churches through our Wessex Prayer Link. Our

Wessex Conference took place on Saturday 24th February, 2024 with the subject being
on “Personal Revival of the Soul”. Fellowship was enjoyed with those from several other
churches.

Support of Works Abroad
We have given gifts to various charities and causes as set out in note 8 on pages 10 & 11.

Pastoral Care and Help for Those in Need
We have provided food for some members in need. Regular visitation of those unable to

attend the church, those with poor health and those in hospital has been undertaken.

Livestream
We continue to live stream our services. This is an invaluable help to those who are
unable to attend the services in person.

An Assistant

We are still prayerfully seeking to appoint an assistant who can help our current pastor
with his duties and who might be suitable to take up the pastorate when the current
pastor retires. We have set aside a Designated Fund for this purpose.
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SPRING ROAD EVANGELICAL CHURCH
TRUSTEES REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024 (Continued)

Achievements and Performance (continued)

Church Building

There has been an upgrade done to the main church building's electrical circuitry so as
to bring it up to proper standards. We intend to replace the church hall skylights and
soon redevelop the church entrance way so as to give better access,

Public Benefit

In carrying out its activities in the year under review, the trustees have had regard to
the public benefit guidance issued by the Charity Commission, and are satisfied that the
activities mentioned above have all been for the public benefit.

Financial Review

The financial state of affairs of the Charity is considered to be satisfactory. The Trustees
believe that the Charity has adequate resources to continue in operational existence for
the foreseeable future.

» “inal fi 3 g ey

These ave the gifts and offerings trom members and attendees at services, and legacies,

Funds are used to pay the Pastor's salary, to pay for the cost of running the Church
premises, to support Missionary organisations and to provide literature and to fund
various projects,

The church continues to hold funds in respect of an cxceptimial legacy received in the
year ended 31 March 2015, which has been placed in a Designated Fund,

On behalf of the Elders & Deacons

et

"¢/r/! >
Date: {3/ /"/‘?
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT

TO THE TRUSTEES OF SPRING ROAD EVANGELICAL CHURCH

I report on the accounts of the Church for the year ended 31 March 2024, which are set out on
pages 5to 11.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and independent examiner

The church's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The trustees consider
that an audit is not required for this year (under section 44(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011
Act)) and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

o Examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act;

o To follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity
Commissioners under section 145 (5) (b) of the 2011 Act; and

° To state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity
Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity
and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of
any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees
concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that
would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts
present a 'true and fair' view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement
below.

Independent examiner's statement
I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention
in connection with the examination which give me cause to believe that, in any material respect

e theaccounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; or

e the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or

e the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and
content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than
any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter considered as
part of an independent examination.

[ have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

b
David Cooke MA (Oxon) FCA FCIE
David Cooke and Co.
Chartered Accountants
5 Briar Close,
Banbury,
Oxon. 0X16 9DS Date: 15 October 2024
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