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Wesley Place Methodist Church, Alsager 
Registered Charity No:1142234 

TRUSTEES` ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st AUGUST 2024 

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT 

Wesley Place Methodist Church is based in Alsager, Cheshire. Opened in 1869 
Wesley Place celebrated its 150th Anniversary in 2019. The Church was built to 
provide for a growing population in Alsager made popular by the advent of the railway 
and to supplement the original one room Methodist Chapel in Hassall Road Alsager 
built in 1834 and extended in 1852. As the congregation grew in 1969 Wesley Place 
added a modern extension building to accommodate its growing Sunday School. 

Wesley Place Methodist Church Alsager is part of Cheshire South Methodist Circuit. 

Varying styles of Sunday Worship are offered from traditional to shorter reflective 
devotion in addition to a brunch, messy church, and an opportunity to learn new hymns 
and songs. On Wednesday Morning we meet in fellowship and share Holy Communion. 

The Church Hall and additional buildings are used extensively for our own mission 
activities and by others or hired out for a wide range of community purposes 
throughout the week. 
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Managing Trustees 2023/24:  

	 	 Isabel Brislen 

Carol Challinor 

	 	 David Michael Crompton 

Celia Mary Crompton 

Harriet Emily Weatherby Crompton 

Alicia Rose Weatherby Crompton 

Catherine Bowen-Fanstone 

Rev Robert Hilton 

Margaret Keeling 

Daniel Mark Keen 

Janet Keen 

Dorothy Ann Milner 

Sandra Fawley Moors 

Peter Morris  

Christianne Morris 

Lesly Elizabeth Peake 

Gwynneth Proudlove 

Sandra Laura Rawlinson 

Helen Robertson 

Andrew Dale Shaw 

Sarah Simpkin 

Valerie Snowden 

Alison Jane Steele 

Andrew Tyrell 

Natasha Walker 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 

The Church has continued with its mission objectives focused upon community 
outreach successfully building and expanding its activities including: - 

Dinner Hub 

Youth Club Activities 

The Ark 

Hope Journey 

Action for Children Saturday Coffee  

Monday Games 

Wednesday Morning Service 

Christmas Tree Festival 
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FINANCIAL REVIEW 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

The method of accounting used is that of Receipts and Payments and the 
Methodist Standard Form of Accounts, which is attached to this report, 
summarises the Receipts and Payments for the year ending 31 August 2024. 

The Church finances and congregation were depleted because of the 
pandemic lockdowns and restrictions between January 2020 and July 2021. 
Since the end of the Pandemic the congregation has started to return and new 
mission initiatives commenced. Although the Church remains financially 
challenged the congregation is currently stable as is the revenue stream. 

Our largest outgoing was the Circuit Assessment which amounted to   
£55,745, much higher than in the previous year when we had benefitted from 
a 25% discount provided by the Circuit to its churches to assist them in their 
recovery from the impact of the Covid pandemic. 

Total Church receipts amounted to £88,368 and Payments came to 
£95,480 resulting in a deficit of £7,112.  

Our offerings and Tax recovered in the year totaled £47,009, a little down on 
the previous year but the room lettings increased to £7,820.  

Fundraising receipts from our Christmas Tree Festival in November 2023 
amounted to £5,500, a little higher than in 2022.  

Our Church members and volunteers continue to put considerable effort into 
fundraising events and seeking grant support to secure the finances required to 
support mission outreach. 

RESERVES 

A Reserves Policy has been prepared. On 31 August 2024, the General Fund 
held £6,336 and our restricted funds a sum of £50,098 reserved for a 
building refurbishment project. 

A draft Budget for 2024/25 has been prepared with expenditure   forecast at 
£79,904, and income payments at £83,770, so exceeding payments.  

We have been unable to rebuild our reserves where we aim to hold up to 
50% of our annual expenditure. 

THE FUTURE 

Last year we were conscious that without the Circuit Assessment discount our 
small surplus for 2022/2023 would have been wiped out. We expected a 
particularly challenging 2023/2024 year financially, when the Circuit 
Assessment returned to its normal level, and as forecast a year end deficit was 
realised. 
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Anticipating then the heightened risk of running out of funds in 2024/2025 we 
have negotiated a 10-year interest free loan of £17,420 from Cheshire South 
Circuit, representing the first four monthly Circuit Assessments commencing 1 
September 2024. The capital is repayable over 10 years by annual instalments 
of £1,742 commencing September 2025. 

This loan will relieve the pressure on our finances whilst we continue our 
mission in the community and look to grow both our Church congregation and 
income..  

DECLARATIONS 

The trustees declare that they have approved of the trustees' report above.  

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees: 

Signature 

Full Name 

Position 

Date 
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