
 

 
 
Trustees’ Report for the period 
 
From  13.09.2022   Period start date              To 31.12.2023   Period end date 
 
Charity name:  LECHLADE BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
Charity registration number:  1200361 

 
Objectives and Activities 
 

 SORP reference  

 
Summary of the purposes of 
the charity as set out in its 
governing document 

 
 
Para 1.17 

 
The principal purposes of the Church are:- 
The advancement of the Christian faith 
according to the principles of the Baptist 
denomination. 
The Church may also advance education 
and carry out other charitable purposes in 
the United Kingdom and/or other parts of 
the world. 
 

 
Summary of the main 
activities in relation to those 
purposes for the public 
benefit, in particular, the 
activities, projects or 
services identified in the 
accounts. 

 
 
Para 1.17 and 
1.19 

 
The activities may include but are not 
restricted to: 
 

- regular public worship, prayer, Bible 
study, preaching and teaching; 

- baptism, as defined in the Baptist 
Union’s Declaration of Principle; 

- the Communion of the Lord’s 
Supper which shall normally be 
observed at least once a month; 

- evangelism and mission, locally, 
regionally, nationally and 
internationally; 

- the teaching, encouragement, 
welcome and inclusion of young 
people; 

- nurture and growth of Christian 
disciples; 

- education and training for Christian 
and community service; 

- giving and encouraging pastoral 
care; 

- supporting and encouraging 
charitable social action in the United 
Kingdom and abroad; 

- encouraging relationships with and 
supporting Baptists and other 
Christians. 

 
 



 
Statement confirming 
whether the trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit 

 
 
Para 1.18 

 
The trustees confirm that have had regard 
to the guidance issued by the Charity 
Commission on public benefit 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 SORP reference  

 
Policy on grant making 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

 
The Church classifies its giving as gifts or 
donations rather than grants. 
 

 
Policy on social investment 
including program related 
investment 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

 
As stated in the summary of the purposes 
of the Charity 
 

 
Contribution made by 
volunteers 
 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

 
This is essential to the Charity’s 
effectiveness and is carried out by 
members of the Church, the wider 
fellowship and supporters from the 
community. 

Other 
 

  

 
Achievements and Performance 
 

 SORP reference  

 
Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity, 
identifying the difference the 
charity’s work has made to 
the circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any wider 
benefits to society as a 
whole. 

 
 
 
 
 
Para 1.20 

 
The regular weekly activities, include 
Sunday worship services and Bible 
Studies. There are two cafés on church 
premises: Working for Wellbeing 
(Thursdays) and Beans Saturday café. 
Both are open to the public. The premises 
are used by a local choir, Alcoholics 
Anonymous and a Women’s institute 
Reading Group.  
Special events last year including a 
Coronation Tea Party. 
Occasionally there are visiting speakers 
who take meetings on Friday mornings, 
e.g. Educacion Plus Work in Costa Rica, 
The Society for the Distribution of Hebrew 
Scriptures, Open Doors.  
 
Gifts were made to a wide variety of 
Christian activities including Barnabas 
Fund, Open Doors, Tearfund, Samaritan’s 
Purse, SDHS, as well as to responses for 
humanitarian Aid (e.g. the Turkish 
earthquake in February) 
. 

 
 



 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 
 
Achievements against 
objectives set 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.41 
 
 
 

 
A quinquennial Report was completed and 
recommendations activated. 
The church garden was successfully 
landscaped.  Overgrown trees were 
substantially reduced. 
 

 
 
Performance of fundraising 
activities against objectives 
set 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.41 

 
The Church does not fundraise. All 
finances received were gifts plus Gift Aid. 
Also rent on the church manse. 

 
 
Investment performance 
against objectives 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.41 

 

 
Other 
 
 

  

 

  



Financial Review 
 

 
Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the end 
of the period 
 

 
 
Para 1.21 

 
Accounts for the period are attached. 

 
Statement explaining the 
policy for holding reserves 
stating why they are held 
 

 
 
Para 1.22 

 
We endeavour to hold a balance of six 
months expected expenditure 

 
Amount of reserves held 
 

 
 
Para 1.22 

 
£14,846 at 31 December 2023. 
 

 
Reasons for holding zero 
reserves 
 

 
 
Para 1.22 

 
Not applicable 

 
Details of fund materially in 
deficit 
 

 
 
Para 1.24 

 
Not applicable 

 
Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a going 
concern 
 

 
 
Para 1.23 

 
Static membership 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 
The charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising)  
 

 
 
Para 1.47 

 
All finances received were gifts plus Gift 
Aid. Also rent on the church manse. 

 
Investment policy and 
objectives including any 
social investment policy 
adopted 
 

 
 
Para 1.46 

 

 
A description of the principal 
risks facing the charity  
 
 

 
 
Para 1.46 

 
The fact that the church building is listed 
Grade II means that its upkeep at times is 
expensive.  That for 2023 was effectively 
met by income from the Manse and 2024 
will be similar 
 

 
Other 
 

  

 

  



Structure, Governance and Management 
 

 
Description of charity’s 
trusts: 
 

  

 
Type of governing document  
(trust deed, royal charter) 

 
 
Para 1.25 
 

 
Church Constitution Document 

 
How is the charity 
constituted?  
(e.g unincorporated 
association, CIO) 

 
 
Para 1.25 

 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

 
Trustee selection methods 
including details of any 
constitutional provisions e.g. 
election to post or name of 
any person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees 
 

 
 
Para 1.25 

 
The Charity Trustees are appointed in 
accordance with the directions of the 
Church Members’ Meeting and the 
provisions of the Church Constitution  
 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 
Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction 
and training of trustees 
 

 
 
Para 1.51 

 
 

 
The charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the 
charity works 
 

 
 
Para 1.51 

 
Lechlade Baptist Church is a Member of 
the Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) 

 
Relationship with any related 
parties 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.51 

 

 
Other 
 

  

 

Reference and Administrative details 
 

Charity name Lechlade Baptist Church 

Other name the charity uses  

Registered charity number 1200361 

Charity’s principal address Lechlade Baptist Church 
Sherborne Street 
Lechlade 
GL7 3AH 

  

 
  



 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

1 David Hopkins Church Secretary 2023  

2 Michael Stone Church Treasurer 2023  

3 David Chandler Trustee 2023  

4     

5     

6     

7     

8     

9     

10     

11     

12     

13     

14     

15     

16     

17     

18     

19     

20     

 
 
Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved 

Director name   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity 
 

Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole year  

Robert J. English 2023 CHURCH PREMISES 
CHURCH MANSE 

TRUST COMPANY 
MANAGER 
WEST OF ENGLAND 
BAPTIST TRUST 
MANAGER 

  

   

   

   

   

 
 

  



Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others 
 
Description of the assets 
held in this capacity 
 

 
None 

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf the 
assets are held and how this 
falls within the custodian 
charity’s objects 
 

 

Details of arrangements for 
safe custody and 
segregation of such assets 
from the charity’s own 
assets 
 
 

 

 

           Additional information (optional)          Names and addresses of advisers  

Type of 
adviser 

Name Address 

   

   

   

   

 

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

 

 
Exemptions from disclosure 
 

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details 

 

Other optional information 
 
As indicated in the Declaration attached to the Accounts, while The Charity Commission issued 
its authorisation of Lechlade Baptist Church as a CIO on 13 September 2022, it subsequently 
confirmed that the merger of LECHLADE BAPTIST CHURCH (UNINCORPORATED) with 
LECHLADE BAPTIST CHURCH – 1200361 was registered on 23 January 2023 with an 
effective asset transfer date of 1 January 2023. 
 
It should therefore be noted that until the transfer of assets took place on 1 January 2023, all 
transactions continued to belong to the UNINCORPORATED entity.  Therefore, while the period 
covered is shown as beginning on 13 September 2022, there were no financial transactions in 
respect of it prior to 1 January 2023.  All transactions in 2022 concerned only the 
UNINCORPORATED entity. 
 

  



 
Declarations 
 

               The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
              Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s)  

 

 

Full name(s) David Hopkins 
 

Michael Stone 
 

    Position (eg Secretary, 
Chair, etc) 

 
Secretary 

 

 

 

Date  
14 October 2024 
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Martyn Cook, J.P., B.SC., Dip I.A. 

26 St Philip’s Road 

Upper Stratton 

Swindon, SN2 7QH 

 

Tele : 01793 825535 

 07802 486448 

e-mail : martyn@thecookhouse.org 

 

October 14th, 2024 

 

 

Mr M Stone, 

Treasurer, Lechlade Baptist Church 

 

By email to :   stone.michaelz@gmail.com 

 

 

Dear Michael. 

LECHLADE BAPTIST CHURCH ACCOUNTS 

YEARS ENDING :  DECEMBER 31st, 2022  AND  DECEMBER 31st, 2023. 

 

Thank for the declaration setting out the situation regarding the Church accounts relating to the 

change of Lechlade Baptist Church from an Unincorporated Association to a Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation. 

 

I am writing to confirm the declaration, made by the Church Trustees and signed on their behalf by 

yourself, that the accounts for the period January 1st , 2022 to December 31st, 2022, for which I 

carried out the Independent Examination in March 2023, were for the Church as an Unincorporated 

Association.  Therefore, there were no financial transactions or financial assets held by the Church as 

a Charitable Incorporated Organisation in the period 13th September 2022  to 31st December 2022. 

 

Consequently, with the church becoming a Charitable Incorporated Organisation from January 1st, 

2023, the accounts for year January 1st to December 31st, 2023, for which I carried out the 

Independent Examination in April 2024, were for the Church as a Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation. 

 

 

Yours Faithfully 

 

 
 

Martyn Cook  

 

mailto:martyn@thecookhouse.org
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