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HASAG – LIVING,
BREATHING, AND
INHABITING THE WORLD OF
MESOTHELIOMA IN 2023

Our very first education day for nurses

in January was a huge success.

We brought together world-leading

experts on treatments, fellow clinical

nurse specialists and clinicians all

sharing their knowledge with an

audience of 75 delegates.

Our 8 speakers were made up of

oncologists, surgeons, palliative care

experts, thoracic mesothelioma nurse

specialists and solicitors.

The feedback from the nurses who

attended was really encouraging. We

are holding our next conference for

them in January 2024 and plan to hold

the event annually.



ACTION
MESOTHELIOMA DAY
2022

Action Mesothelioma Day took place on 1st July.

The day itself was a great success and extremely

well-attended. We had 3 speakers –Consultant

Medical Oncologist Doraid Alrifai discussed

treatment options and trials; BBC journalist Kate

Williams, discussing her personal mesothelioma

journey; Lee Wymess from DaSH Global

demonstrating their Your Health Companion app

allows patients to make more control in the

management of their cancer by enabling them to

record, monitor and communicate how they are

feeling with a view to improving their care and

treatment outcomes 

Specialist Mesothelioma Nurse Rachel Thomas

demonstrated a number of relaxation techniques. 

The day raised £40000, which, with the cost-of-

living crisis, surpassed our expectations. The

money was split between the June Hancock

Mesothelioma Research fund and funding

specialist nurse positions within the NHS.



We received a grant of £2110 in April

2022 from the Essex Community

Foundation to help fund our the coffee

mornings we hold in Basildon and

Braintree for 12 months. We would like

to thank them for their generosity. The

funding made a real difference to the 2

support meetings and to all those who

attend.

GRANTS

In November 2022, we were successful in

obtaining a grant of £234,000 from the

National Lottery Community Fund. This

money is ring-fenced to help cover the costs

of our home-visits and our counselling

service. This is a huge financial boost for us,

and ensures that we can continue delivering

the same excellent service to our

community. We would like to say a huge

thank-you to the National Lottery and to all

the players who make this possible.



PATIENT 
VISITS

We went on 695 separate home visits to our

patients during the financial year. 

A home visit is the beginning of our relationship

with both our patients and their families. We

discuss their situation and give expert advice and

guidance. The services we provide at the home

visit is a lifeline to our patient at a time when they

feel lost and isolated. From a home visit, we can

also identify services a patient needs outside of

the services we offer.

Our aim is to give all the support we can to our

patients and their families, and to get all the

support they need from outside agencies. From

our own lived experience, we know how

distressing it is for the whole family when a

terminal diagnosis of mesothelioma is given. We

want to take away as much of this stress as we

can. Arrange for benefits to be paid, help with

compensation claims, arrange counselling to

improve their mental health.

“I WANTED TO
PERSONALLY
THANK YOU

ALL AT HASAG
FOR THE

WONDERFUL
WORK THAT

YOU DO.
HASAG HAS

PROVIDED
AMAZING AND
KIND SUPPORT

AND ADVICE TO
MY FATHER THIS

YEAR AS I’M
SURE YOU DO

TO HUNDREDS
OF OTHER

PEOPLE EVERY
YEAR AT A TIME

WHEN THEY
MOST NEED

THAT
KINDNESS.”



Every occurrence of an asbestos-related illness will

probably create additional costs for patients and

their families. It is important that we act to protect

their financial security. We do this by pursuing

State Benefits for our patients.

BENEFITS
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2008 63

Attendance Allowance 306

Blue Badge 306

Change of Circumstance 5

Constant Allowance 109

ESA 5

IIDB 504

PIP 44

PWCA 467

War Disablement Benefit 21

Benefits Awarded

Benefits Awarded 22/23

Those who were exposed to asbestos whilst serving

the military are not entitled to the typical benefits.

We can claim for them under a scheme run by the

Ministry of Defence. In this financi﻿al year, we

claimed a total of £2,527,312 for those that were

entitled to this payment.

“MY HUSBAND
AND INDEED ALL
OUR FAMILY
CANNOT THANK
YOU AND THE
WHOLE HASAG
TEAM ENOUGH
FOR ALL YOU DID
IN THOSE EARLY
DAYS WHEN HE
WAS FIRST
DIAGNOSED WITH
MESOTHELIOMA.
YOU TOOK UP HIS
CASE AND ALL HE
HAD TO DO WAS
SIT BACK AND LET
YOU DO THE
WORK. THIS IS
NOT WHAT HE IS
USED TO AND
EVERYTHING JUST
FELL INTO PLACE
THANKS TO
YOU.”



PATIENT 
DIAGNOSIS

We aren’t sure whether the numbers of

those diagnosed with an asbestos-related

illness have peaked. 

The figures for our patient diagnosis in the

financial year 2022/2023 shows no

slowing down of asbestos-related illnesses in

the UK. 

“I CAN’T EVEN
BEGIN TO THANK
YOU FOR ALL THE

HELP YOU’VE
GIVEN, BOTH TO
ME BUT ALSO TO

G HIMSELF. HE
WAS SO

IMPRESSED WITH
YOU WHEN YOU

WENT TO SEE HIM
AND I’VE BEEN

NO LESS
IMPRESSED SINCE

HE PASSED
AWAY. YOU’RE
SO PROACTIVE

AND SEE
EVERYTHING

THROUGH TO THE
END WHICH IS

JUST WONDERFUL
FOR US LEFT

BEHIND.”
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Asbestosis & Pleural Thickening 8

Mesothelioma 534

Lung Cancer with Asbestosis 8

Lung Cancer 16

Pleural Thickening 22

Other 2

Pleural Plaque 1

Unsure 1

Patient Diagnosis 2022/2023



We continue to offer free professional counselling to our patients and their loved

ones. 

When someone is diagnosed with an asbestos-related disease their first thoughts will

probably be that their 'normal' lives are about to change. This often leads to feelings

of shock, disbelief, anger, fright, and worry, not just themselves but also their loved

ones. When diagnosed, your emotions play an important role in your well-being and

talking to family and friends definitely helps. However, some people are scared of

the emotions and upset that this could bring up and won't or indeed can't talk to their

family and this can lead to strained family relationships.

This situation causes great anguish for both patients and their loved ones. Their

mental well-being is adversely affected. 

The counselling service we provide gives the coping mechanisms that our patients

and their families need to deal with what is a really devastating situation.

We receive evaluations from our Counsellors, based on scores taken from the

participants. Those attending the sessions are asked for a score on several questions

at their first and last sessions, from this a clinical score of their mental well-being is

calculated. Comparisons can then be made as to how much they have benefitted from

the counselling. During the financial period we paid for 271 separate counselling

sessions. The evaluations showed an incredible 40% increase in mental well-being

from first to final sessions. Not one person had a negative evaluation. 

COUNSELLING



COFFEE MORNINGS

We continued to hold monthly coffee mornings in
Southampton, Portsmouth, Guildford, Uckfield, Reading.
A new coffee morning was established in London and is
held every 2 months. We also hold a monthly coffee
morning in Essex, split between venues in Basildon and
Braintree.

For those who prefer, or find travelling difficult, we held a
‘coffee morning’ every 2 months online via Zoom.
All of our coffee mornings are attended by ourselves,
specialist mesothelioma nurse professionals and specialist
lawyers. There is a wealth of face to face support for our
patients. More importantly, our patients get to know each
other and swap stories about their situations, building
new relationships and support networks.

The coffee mornings remain so important to our
organisation. HASAG was originally formed as a single
monthly coffee morning and thanks to our community has
grown into what we are now.

“JUST WANTED TO
SAY THANK YOU FOR
INVITING US ALONG

TO THE COFFEE
MORNING TODAY AT

THE HOLIDAY INN
GUILDFORD.

WE WERE BOTH
UNSURE OF WHAT TO
EXPECT BUT FOUND IT

SO HELPFUL TO BE
ABLE TO SPEAK TO

OTHERS AT VARIOUS
POINTS ON THE

SAME JOURNEY. R**
PARTICULARLY

FOUND IT HELPFUL
TO CHAT TO THE GUY

YOU INTRODUCED
HIM TO WHO

HIMSELF HAS BEEN
THROUGH CHEMO.

THE HELP AND
SUPPORT WE HAVE

RECEIVED FROM YOU
HAS BEEN

INVALUABLE SO A
MASSIVE THANK

YOU.”



We continue to fund a number of specialist mesothelioma nurse positions

within the NHS through Mesothelioma UK.

We are extremely proud of our partnership with Mesothelioma UK. We

hope to contribute towards these posts in the future. 

FUNDING OF
MESOTHELIOMA
NURSES

Anne Moylan – Portsmouth QA 

Sophia Holden – Guys and St Thomas 

Helen Wilkes – Southampton General 

Catherine Stoten – University College London 

Samantha Jayasekara – Broomfield 

Lou Gilham – Tunbridge Wells 
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