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Synod met three times in 2024. Each meeting opens with a prayer and a hymn 

of Education, General Synod, Joint Archdeaconry Mission Committee and the 

Diocesan Board of Finance.  

In January the deanery welcomed Dan Gower from Open Doors a Christian 

charity founded by Brother Andrew that serves the persecuted church.  

During the June there was a presentation by Leicester Street Pastors part of an 

internation body run by the Ascension Trust who equip and enable volunteers 

to serve the nighttime economy.  

The October meeting started with the sharing of good news of God at work in 

the parishes making up the deanery. This was followed by a presentation on 

diocesan Finances by Simon Wilson. The current diocesan deficit for 2024 is £2.2 

million (down from £2.7 million in 2023 and an anticipated deficit of £1.5 million 

for 2025).  

The majority of income to the diocese is through parish contributions, which 

over recent years have not kept pace with inflation and reflects fewer people 

attending Church of England churches in the Diocese of Leicester. Investment 

income broadly covers central costs, and funding has been accessed for Lower 

Income Communities and specific projects.  

To lower expenditure central diocesan posts have been reduced (or are funded 

by national grants) and the number of stipendiary clergy has been reduced 

through vacancies not being filled and the implementation of Minster 

Communities.  

Full minutes of the meetings of the Deanery Synod are available on request. 
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Governance 

The PCC shares leadership with the vicar to enable the mission and ministry of 

St , Houghton. The PCC oversees the life of the church, stewards our 

building and finances, enables us to meet our responsibilities (as charity 

trustees, safeguarding, employment), and contributes to the wider life of the 

Church of England.  

PCC members are appointed as set out in the Church Representation Rules. St 

 PCC consists of the Team Rector, Church Wardens, 6 elected 

members. We currently need someone to be elected to Deanery Synod. The 

PCC met six times in 2024.  

The PCC received regular reports on ministry areas in the life of St . 

We also spent time throughout the year time looking at and seeking to 

implement the ideas that emerged from our day away in 2023.  One way to get 

more buy-in from the church was to have a Sunday dedicated to the ideas that 

emerged from the day away. From the service the areas of focus were; opening 

the Church more; being more of a focal point; progressing the re-ordering of 

the church. 

which helped us look at the purpose of a PCC as well as review areas of church 

life. We also drafted a code of conduct to help us as PCC members know our 

respective roles.

In March 2024 the PCC adopted the CEEC basis of faith including the two 

additional declarations, with these being consistent with the beliefs and 

teachings at St  over many years. This was in response to the 

development of Prayers for Love and Faith by the Church of England. Four 

resolution were passed including; 

welcome to all; that it adopts the CEEC basis of faith; that it supports the vicar 

not to use the PLF; and that we are committed to CPAS as our long-standing 

patron.

Throughout the year the PCC responded to the proposed North-East Leicester 

Minster Community (NELMC). This included offering an alternative Minster 
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Houghton  All the parishes involved with the NELMC 

decided that there was too much difference in vision and mission for a Minster 

Community to be viable. Through this process a potential partnership with 

Hope Hamilton developed.  

Throughout the year safeguarding was a standing item on the agenda of each 

meeting. Promoting a safer church policy was approved in March 2024. St 

reviewed and updated. The policy is in line 

Statement. Information about safeguarding in the life of our churches is 

available on our websites and on posters in all buildings. We continue to 

highlight the importance of safeguarding with two simple principles  

 

During 2024 Andrew Fry, our PCC secretary sadly died. Andrew was a dear 

brother in Christ who modelled such a godly faith in times of real distress and 

suffering. He also was a fantastic and valued member of the PCC always 

bringing a much-needed clear perspective on various issues. We miss him 

dearly. 

Full minutes of the meetings of the PCC are available on request.  
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Administrative Information 

 

of England.  

Leicester, LE7 9GD 

Leicester is a registered charity with the Charity Number 1196545 

The membership of the PCC during 2024 was:  

Ex Officio members 

Team Vicar: The Reverend Steven Ransley (chair) 

Wardens: Richard Morrison and Mike Evans  

Elected members 
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Financial Accounts 2024 
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Website:     https://www.stcatharineschurch.co.uk/ 
 

    

 

  

Name Date appointed 
Reverend S Ransley 1st June 2019 
M J Evans 20nd November 2020
P A Jackson 14th September 2023 
I E Oldham 20th November 2020 
R W B Morrison 22nd October 2020 
S J Richardson 18th October 2024 
D Shaw 12th January 2023 
M Welsh 17th May 2023 
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 2024 2023 

Unrestricted liquid funds (see page 9) £57,433 £38,334 

Unrestricted expenditure (see page 8) £34,751 £92,720 

Funds held as a ratio of expenditure 19.8 months 5.0 months 
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Current as at 13th March 2025 Resigned since 1st January 2024 
Reverend S Ransley C Evans (resigned 1st April 2024) 
M J Evans Professor A M Fry (resigned 1st April 2024) 
P A Jackson   
I E Oldham  
R W B Morrison  
S J Richardson (appointed 18th October 
2024) 

 

D Shaw   
M Welsh   
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 £ 
2024 

£ 
2023 

Church land and barn   
At 1st January 2024 - - 
Revaluation 400,000 - 
 ----------------------

- 
----------------------

- 
At 31st December 2024 400,000 - 
 ================== ================== 

 



Registered charity number 1196545
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 £ 
2024 

£ 
2023 

1,831 Shares in the Short Duration Bond Fund at the 
CCLA Central Board of Finance

  

At 1st January 2024 2,650 2,899 
Revaluation - (249) 
 ----------------------

- 
----------------------

- 
At 31st December 2024 2,650 2,650 
 ================== ================== 
448 Shares in the COIF Charity Investment Fund   
At 1st January 2024 8,891 8,142 
Revaluation   200   749 
 ----------------------

- 
----------------------

- 
At 31st December 2024 9,091 8,891 
 ================== ================== 
COIF Charity Investment Fund share prices (mid-
market) 

  

At 1st January 2024 £19.85 £18.17 
At 31st December 2024 £20.29 £19.85 
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 £ 
2024 

£ 
2023 

Income   
Regular giving (includes Parish Giving Scheme) 39,389 57,963 
Gift aid claims from HMRC 5,646 4,489 
Donations received 546 9,855 
Funeral and wedding fees (2024: net of 
repayments) 

1,311 3,402 

Grants received (2023: net of repayments) - 5,058 
Rents received 4,292 6,441 
Other income 1,491 3,230 
 ----------------------- -----------------------
Total income 52,675 90,438 
 ================== ================== 
Unrestricted 52,675 72,288 
Restricted - 18,150 

----------------------- -----------------------
Total income 52,675 90,438 
 ================== ================== 

 

 

 £ 
2024 

£
2023 

Expenditure  
Church activities  parish share 3,402 40,824 
Children and youth worker salary and expenses 14,696 37,519 
Utilities and insurance 6,029 6,778 
Mission and outreach 1,469 2,618 
Donations made 4,160 10,000 
Professional fees 493 4,479 
Other expenditure (includes clergy expenses) 4,502 9,213 
 ----------------------- ----------------------- 
Total expenditure 34,751 111,431 
 ================== ================== 
Unrestricted 34,751 92,720 
Restricted - 18,711 
 ----------------------- ----------------------- 
Total expenditure 34,751 111,431 
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 ================== ================== 
As a % of total costs  
Church activities  parish share 10% 37% 
Children and youth worker salary and expenses 42% 34% 
Others 48% 29% 
 ----------------------- -----------------------
 100% 100% 
 ================== ================== 

 


