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Details

Other names UNANIMA THEATRE COMMUNITY INTEREST COMPANY

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2021-10-22

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Unanima Theatre
The Old Library
Leeming Street
The Old Library
Leeming St
NG18 1NG

Phone 07713498708

Email office.unanima@gmail.com

Website www.unanimatheatre.co.uk

Activities

Objects: 1. THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE ART OF DRAMA AND THE PERFORMING ARTS FOR THE
PUBLIC BENEFIT BY:(A) PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR LEARNING DISABLED AND AUTISTIC
PEOPLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ARTS; (B) THE PRODUCTION AND PUBLIC PRESENTATION OF
DRAMATIC WORK PRESENTED AND PERFORMED BY PEOPLE WITH INTELLECTUAL AND
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES’.2. THE PROMOTION OF EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY FOR THE
PUBLIC BENEFIT BY:(A) WORKING FOR THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION IN THE ARTS ON
THE GROUNDS OF COGNITIVE IMPAIRMENT AND? NEURODIVERSITY;(B) EDUCATING AND RAISING
AWARENESS IN EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY, IN PARTICULAR BY USING PARTICIPATION IN THE
ARTS TO CHALLENGE PERCEPTIONS OF DISABILITY;(C) CULTIVATING A SENTIMENT IN FAVOUR
OF EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IN THE ARTS’.

Activities: Unanima is an arts organisation that provides a variety of creative, learning, cultural and
campaign opportunities for learning disabled and autistic people, and the wider community, in and around
Mansfield & Ashfield
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Classification

• How: Provides Services, Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Arts/culture/heritage/science, Human Rights/religious Or Racial
Harmony/equality Or Diversity

• Who: People With Disabilities

Geography

• Nottinghamshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £321,379 £280,736 - -

2024-03-31 £301,000 £212,000 - -

2023-03-31 £153,497 £79,173 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Andy Dawson 2023-09-05

Emma Lewington 2021-10-22

Gary Jordan 2025-12-13

Samantha Holgate-Davey 2025-06-10

Sarah Ann Orton 2024-06-08

Sophie Hack 2023-09-13

William James Farr 2024-06-08
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UNANIMA

Unanima’s vision is total equity for learning disabled and autistic people
within the arts and society

is an arts development organisation that
provides a variety of creative, cultural and
campaign opportunities for learning
disabled and autistic people, and the
general public, in and around Mansfield &
Ashfield.

Unanima is a National Portfolio
Organisation for the Arts Council, and a
charity that is run by co CEOs Tracy
Radford and Dr Brad English, and
governed by a trustee board.



The purposes of the charity as set out in our
governing document are:
 
 1. The advancement of the art of drama and
the performing arts for the public benefit by:
 (a) providing opportunities for learning
disabled and autistic people to participate in
the arts 
 (b) the production and public presentation
of dramatic work, presented and performed
by learning disabled and autistic people;

2. The promotion of equality and diversity for
the public benefit by:
 (a) working for the elimination of
discrimination in the arts on the grounds of
cognitive impairment and neurodiversity
 (b) educating and raising awareness in
equality and diversity, in particular by using
participation in the arts to challenge
perceptions of disability
 (c) cultivating a sentiment in favour of
equality and diversity in the arts

 OUR PURPOSES
AND ACTIVITIES



WHO WE SUPPORT



Mansfield is ranked the 36th most deprived area out of the
32,844 LSOAs in England (Nottinghamshire Insight, Indices of
Deprivation 2019), is a government Levelling Up area, and a
priority area for Arts Council England.

Unanima aims to level up the opportunities for learning disabled
and autistic people to enter, explore and pursue careers within the
creative industries, and find innovative ways of ensuring this is
achieved.

Learning disabled and autistic people experience unequal
educational outcomes which restricts progress towards inclusion
and opportunity. This in turn reinforces injustice, and this
ultimately encourages discrimination and segregation within
society.

Within the arts this ultimately manifests as a lack of
representation of learning disabled and autistic people.
We imagine a future where Mansfield & Ashfield is a nationally
recognised location for diverse arts promotion that is remarkable,
engaging, authentic, representative, captivating, inclusive and
always has learning disabled and autistic people at the centre.
We have put in place systems, processes and procedures to
ensure we are a well-run, dynamic, cultural organisation that leads
the way in sector and societal change for learning disabled and
autistic people, creating a cultural heritage for a future that
includes, informs and is led by them.

A future where they feel that society and the arts are something
available to them at whatever level they wish to access it.



OUR FOUR AREAS
OF WORK



17M

32M

9M

7M

The Core Ensemble Is Company
in Residence at The Old Library in
Mansfield, and has been creating
touring work since 2008. Our core
ensemble cast are exclusively
learning disabled and autistic, and
using a collaborative devising
process we create unique, witty,
provocative theatre based on
their lives, experiences and
questions about the world and
their existence within it. Through
compelling performances that
invite audiences to laugh, ponder
and wonder we seek to stimulate
social change. 
We are becoming increasingly
intolerant of learning disabled
and autistic people remaining
segregated, overlooked and
infantilised by society and we will
continue to produce art that
sparks solutions until this has
stopped. 

CORE ENSEMBLE 01



17M

32M

9M

7M

ONEFEST 02
Is a week long arts and culture
festival held across Mansfield that
has the primary aim of smashing
the stigma and segregation
learning disabled and autistic
people face on a societal level.
OneFest gives learning disabled
and autistic people the chance to
be out, loud and proud and the
rest of the community surprise
themselves by getting alongside
them and enjoying it.
Across seven days we deliver an
exciting line up of entertainment
that is rich with high profile
professional artists, comedians
and creatives. All events are
accessible, reasonably priced or
free, and provide experiences that
will inspire and excite.



17M

32M

9M

7M

Human Artist is a year long,
entry level programme in
performance making and
creativity, delivered at The Old
Library, Mansfield. Participants
undergo the exploration of
drama elements that expose
each learner to the craft of
theatre making,  giving them
the opportunity to flex their
creative muscles and enjoy all
the wellbeing benefits and
transferable skills that are
gained through this.

HUMAN ARTIST 03



17M

32M

9M

7M

The Local Area Network of
Creative Provision for Learning
Disabled and Autistic People -
The Network is an initiative
developed by Unanima in order
to bring all providers of creative
provision in Mansfield for
learning disabled and autistic
(LDA) people together.
In order for LDA people across
the region to have an equity of
opportunity there needs to be
established programmes,
pathways, and then routes that
enable progression and
development. The network has
come together to map, plan and
radically change the arts offer for
LDA people in Mansfield
predominantly, but looking
forward, see this as the
beginnings of an offer that will
be of interest to LDA people
from outside of the area.

LOCAL AREA
NETWORK 04



ACHIEVEMENTS &
PERFORMANCE



17M

32M

9M

7M

Following a roof raising performance
of their show ‘State of Independence’
at OneFest’s Conference event, the
company, whose cast is exclusively
learning disabled and autistic, have
begun working on a new piece of
theatre to follow on from this highly
successful show.
With a working title of ‘Exploring an
Existence’ they are interrogating what
binds us together and what keeps us
apart… asking, ‘are we really that
different?’ 

To support this production we
employed specialist practitioners,
Angela Gasparetto, who worked with
us as an intimacy and movement
coach, costume designer, Lucy
Bradridge, and writer Jayne Williams,
who ran story devising workshops.
All three experts have elevated the
show’s impact.
Our installation piece ‘The Thinking
Inside of the Box’ had a successful
residency at Linney, and our
presentation to the wider Linney staff
reached over 1,500 viewers.
Arts practitioner Evie Osborn ran a
workshop R&D around their new
show “Second Nature’, which
introduced the cast to new ways of
working.

CORE
ENSEMBLE



17M

32M

9M

7M

ONEFEST
2024 continued the legacy of
bringing an exciting line up of artists
and bolder programming. Audience
numbers increase year on year, and
in increasing diversity. 
We delivered extraordinary and
expansive cultural experiences that
tingled the taste buds and set
OneFest on track for being the
destination festival to see diverse art.
Our continued consultation with
community members enabled us to
provide targeted access measures
that ensured all audiences felt seen,
heard, invited and empowered to
attend.
OneFest 2024 delivered 14 shows
and 7 outreach events across 7 days,
and through 5 Mansfield venues.
Many events were free, and no ticket
price was over £5.
We engaged 53 professional artists,
60% of whom were disabled and / or
neurodivergent.
High profile comedian and
Coronation Street actor, Jack Caroll
mentored and coached our 5 stand
up learning disabled and autistic
trainee stand up comedians through
to performance at the sell out
Comedy Showcase event.
And we secured the highly
successful emerging group, Girl
Band to headline at our Gig event,
and the legend that is Charity Shop
Sue to compere and perform at our
cabaret Night.



17M

32M

9M

7M

7 DAYS

14 EVENTS

7 OUTREACH
EVENTS

53 ARTISTS

2000+
PARTICIPANTS
HTTPS://WWW.ONEFEST.UK/ONEFEST24

ONEFEST





Your paragraph text

‘Can’t believe Girl Band are playing in Mansfield.
Thanks OneFest, this has been the icing on the
cake for what has been another fantastic
festival - we have loved it every minute. 
Can’t wait for next year!’

OneFest audience member quote



17M

32M

9M

7M

We have moved delivery of this work
to The Old Library, Mansfield, and
have recruited new LDA community
members to undertake the
programme
We have professional practitioners
planning and running these sessions,
along with a psychologist who
ensures everyone understands what
is being asked of them, and  that the
process is authentic.
With a format of two hours theatre
training and one hour for social
development, this programme not
only offers participants the chance to
discover the arts, but the final hour
gives them space to develop social
confidence and create new
friendships.
We worked with 6 participants this
year, and have people interested for
the next cohort.
We brought in Chronic Insanity, a
Nottingham based theatre company
led by theatre makers Nat
Henderson and Joe Strickland, who
are passionate about challenging
every element of theatre making,
from the inception of the idea to after
the final performance. The group
wanted to interrogate the effects of
AI, and aim to produce a short film of
their findings.

HUMAN ARTIST



17M

32M

9M

7M

We have worked across the past 12
months to further develop the
concept of a theatre conservatoire
programme for learning disabled
and autistic adults. We have worked
closely with the task group to deep
dive into this concept, and will spend
the next year running an R&D to
interrogate the idea further.
This is an exciting prospect for the
area as well as for learning disabled
and autistic arts representation, and
would dovetail brilliantly into the
planned strands arts development
that we aim to deliver through
Unanima going forwards.
The creation of a conservatoire
programme to train learning
disabled and autistic people would
also raise ambition within schools
and colleges to deliver arts in their
curriculum as they would have
something to aim for.

LOCAL AREA
NETWORK



OUR TRUSTEES



17M

32M

9M

7M

TRUSTEES
ANDY DAWSON 
Chair of Trustees
As former Manager of Inspire Youth Arts,
Andy has been a long time supporter of
Unanima from its inception, and a constant
champion for disabled arts representation. 
Andy is a skilled project manager,
accomplished guitarist and song writer,
and brings his vast experience of working
as an NPO to the trustee board. 

EMMA HANNON
As a Learning Disability and Epilepsy
Nurse, Emma has extensive experience of
the community we are trying to reach and
intelligence into the barriers they face.
This, along with vital professional and
community network connections, make
Emma a trustee that is well equipped to
guide us as we advance with our mission.

SOPHIE HACK
Sophie is the Project and Participation
Producer for Dante or Die Theatre.
Sophie produces and project manages
specific projects and collaborates and
engages with diverse community groups,
theatres, and councils to encourage
participation through performance.
Sophie’s knowledge of both the arts and
community engagement is essential to the
trustee board



17M

32M

9M

7M

TRUSTEES

SARAH ORTON
Sarah is a qualified social worker,
specialising in adult care, with 24 years
experience of working in Local Authority
services.
Sarah joined the team as she is passionate
about the rights of learning disabled and /
or autistic people to have the right and
opportunity to live a fully inclusive life, and
feels that she can be most effective in
promoting this through her role as a
trustee for Unanima.
Sarah brings both specialist knowledge
and a zeal for social change.

WILL FARR
Will is an aspiring actor, activist, comedian,
and member of the Unanima Core
Ensemble. Will says he has finally found a
space to truly feel himself around his peers
and finds being part of the Unanima cast
offers him the platform he's always wanted
to advocate for himself and others. 
Will is autistic and as such brings
invaluable expertise by experience to the
board of trustees. 
Will has a drive to make serious inroads
into levelling up and increasing diversity
within leadership and society as a whole.



FINANCES 



17M

32M

9M

7M

DECLARATION 
This report represents a statement
form the trustees that this report is
a true and accurate record of the
work of the charity, and is
informed by guidance issued by
the Charity Commission on public
benefit. 
The charity’s aim of the
advancement of the art of drama
and the performing arts for the
public benefit runs through all
strands of Unanima’s work, and is
robustly considered when
planning forward.  

Approved 13.09.25

Unanima Theatre 
The Old Library 
Leeming Street 
Mansfield 
Notts 
NG18 1NG 

Charity number: 1196242 
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Independent examiner's statement Since your charity's gross income exceeded £250,000 your
examiner must be a member of a listed body. I can confirm that I am qualified to undertake the
examination because I am a member of the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants, which is
one of the listed bodies. I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any
material respect: 

Responsibilities and basis of report

 
INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF UNANIMA THEATRE
CIO 

Independent examiner's report to the trustees of Unanima Theatre CIO 

Ireport tothecharity trustees onmy examination of the accounts of UnanimaTheatre CIO (the Trust) for
the year ended 31 March 2025. 

 
Richard Shaw FCCA
The Association of Chartered Certified Accountants
Beeley Hawley & Co. Ltd
Chartered Accountants
42-44 Nottingham Road
Mansfield
Nottinghamshire
NG18 1BL
Date: ....28th October 2025…. 

As the charity trustees of theTrust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in 
accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 ('the Act'). I report in respect of my
examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under Section 145 of the Act and in carrying out my
examination I have followed all applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under Section
145(5)(b) of the Act. 

1.
2.
3. 

accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by Section 130 of the Act; or
the accounts do not accord with those records; or the accounts do not comply with the applicable
requirements concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and
Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a true and fair view
which is not a matter considered as part of an independent examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached. 

EXAMINERS
REPORT



GET IN TOUCH

@unanimatheatre

www.unanima-theatre.co.uk

office.unanima@gmail.com
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UNANIMA

Unanima’s vision is total equity for learning disabled and autistic people
within the arts and society

is an arts organisation that provides a
variety of creative, cultural and campaign
opportunities for learning disabled and
autistic people, and the general public, in
and around Mansfield & Ashfield.

Unanima is a National Portfolio
Organisation for the Arts Council, and a
charity that is run by co-CEOS Tracy
Radford and Dr Brad English, and
governed by a trustee board.



The purposes of the charity as set out in our
governing document are:
 
 1. The advancement of the art of drama and
the performing arts for the public benefit by:
 (a) providing opportunities for learning
disabled and autistic people to participate in
the arts 
 (b) the production and public presentation
of dramatic work, presented and performed
by learning disabled and autistic people;

2. The promotion of equality and diversity for
the public benefit by:
 (a) working for the elimination of
discrimination in the arts on the grounds of
cognitive impairment and neurodiversity
 (b) educating and raising awareness in
equality and diversity, in particular by using
participation in the arts to challenge
perceptions of disability
 (c) cultivating a sentiment in favour of
equality and diversity in the arts

 OUR PURPOSES
AND ACTIVITIES



WHO WE SUPPORT



Mansfield is ranked the 36th most deprived area out of the
32,844 LSOAs in England (Nottinghamshire Insight, Indices of
Deprivation 2019), is a government Levelling Up area, and a
priority area for Arts Council England.

Unanima aims to level up the opportunities for learning disabled
and autistic people to enter, explore and pursue careers within the
creative industries, and find innovative ways of ensuring this is
achieved.

Learning disabled and autistic people experience unequal
educational outcomes which restricts progress towards inclusion
and opportunity. This in turn reinforces injustice, and this
ultimately encourages discrimination and segregation within
society.

Within the arts this ultimately manifests as a lack of
representation of learning disabled and autistic people.
We imagine a future where Mansfield & Ashfield is a nationally
recognised location for diverse arts promotion that is remarkable,
engaging, authentic, representative, captivating, inclusive and
always has learning disabled and autistic people at the centre.
We have put in place systems, processes and procedures to
ensure we are a well-run, dynamic, cultural organisation that leads
the way in sector and societal change for learning disabled and
autistic people, creating a cultural heritage for a future that
includes, informs and is led by them.

A future where they feel that society and the arts are something
available to them at whatever level they wish to access it.



OUR FOUR AREAS
OF WORK



17M

32M

9M

7M

The Core Ensemble Is Company
in Residence at The Old Library in
Mansfield, and has been creating
touring work since 2008. Our core
ensemble cast are exclusively
learning disabled and autistic, and
using a collaborative devising
process we create unique, witty,
provocative theatre based on
their lives, experiences and
questions about the world and
their existence within it. Through
compelling performances that
invite audiences to laugh, ponder
and wonder we seek to stimulate
social change. 
We are becoming increasingly
intolerant of learning disabled
and autistic people remaining
segregated, overlooked and
infantilised by society and we will
continue to produce art that
sparks solutions until this has
stopped. 

CORE ENSEMBLE 01



17M

32M

9M

7M

ONEFEST 02
Is a week-long arts and culture
festival held across Mansfield and
Ashfield that has the primary aim
of smashing the stigma and
segregation learning disabled and
autistic people face on a societal
level. OneFest gives learning
disabled and autistic people the
chance to be out, loud and proud
and the rest of the community
surprise themselves by getting
alongside them and enjoying it.
Across seven days we deliver an
exciting line up of entertainment
that is rich with high profile
professional artists, comedians
and creatives. All events are
accessible, reasonably priced or
free, and provide experiences that
will inspire and excite.



17M

32M

9M

7M

Human Artist is a year long,
entry level programme in
performance making and
creativity, delivered at Portland
College by Unanima as part of
their curriculum offer.  Students
undergo the exploration of
drama elements that expose
each learner to the craft of
theatre making, and giving
them the opportunity to flex
their creative muscles and enjoy
all the wellbeing benefits and
transferable skills that are
gained through this.

HUMAN ARTIST 03



17M

32M

9M

7M

The Local Area Network of
Creative Provision for Learning
Disabled and Autistic People -
The Network is an initiative
developed by Unanima and
Inspire Youth Arts in order to
bring all providers of creative
provision in Mansfield for
learning disabled and autistic
(LDA) people together.
In order for LDA people across
the region to have an equity of
opportunity there needs to be
established programmes,
pathways, and then routes that
enable progression and
development. The network has
come together to map, plan and
radically change the arts offer for
LDA people in Mansfield
predominantly, but looking
forward, see this as the
beginnings of an offer that will
be of interest to LDA people
from outside of the area.

LOCAL AREA
NETWORK 04



ACHIEVEMENTS &
PERFORMANCE



17M

32M

9M

7M

Our touring company, whose cast is
exclusively learning disabled and
autistic, were commissioned to
perform their current show ‘State of
Independence’ at two conferences; a
Nottinghamshire social care event
and a Nottinghamshire Celebration
event.
This raised the profile of Unanima’s
work and mission, and we received
great reviews;
‘Never seen anything like it, this
needs to tour round the Country’
‘Absolutely phenomenal, the
messages blew me away and is
exactly what this conference
needed’
‘This is what theatre should do’

We received a commission from
Mansfield District Council’s Cultural
Services to create an installation
piece for their exhibition covering the
History of Learning Disability, and
worked with Professor Lucy Delap
from the University of Cambridge
during our R&D process.
To support the creation of a new
show, we were supported to
undertake a residential at Level
Centre, in Matlock, Derbyshire.
 For many of the cast this was the first
time away from parents / carers.

CORE
ENSEMBLE



17M

32M

9M

7M

ONEFEST

2023 saw a more exciting line up of
artists and bolder programming,
which brought new, larger and more
diverse audiences than previous
years.
We delivered extraordinary and
expansive cultural experiences that
tingled the taste buds and set
OneFest on track for being the
destination festival to see diverse art.
Our continued consultation with
community members enabled us to
provide targeted access measures
that ensured all audiences felt seen,
heard, invited and empower to
attend.
OneFest 2023 delivered 14 shows
and 7 outreach events across 7 days,
and through 5 Mansfield venues.
Many events were free, and no ticket
price was over £5.
We engaged 56 professional artists,
60% of whom were disabled and / or
neurodivergent.
High profile comedian, actor and
author, Francesca Martinez
mentored and coached our 5 stand
up learning disabled and autistic
trainee stand up comedians through
to performance at the sell out
Comedy Showcase event.
Francesca has since become an
Ambassador for Unanima.



17M

32M

9M

7M

7 DAYS

14 EVENTS

7 OUTREACH
EVENTS

56 ARTISTS

2000+
PARTICIPANTS

ONEFEST
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17M

32M

9M

7M

We were delighted to be
commissioned to deliver Human
Artist for a second year by Portland
College. This partnership is
invaluable if we are to make progress
within the arts for the learning
disabled and autistic community.
 A second year also enabled us to
interrogate the arts further with
participants who returned for a
second year, and introduce new
participants to an exploration of their
creative skills.
We worked with 10 College students
and 4 community participants.
As with all of our work, we underpin
the sessions with psychological
theory to ensure that everyone
understands what is being asked of
them, and to ensure that the process
is authentic.
We brought in visiting spoken word
artist Sophie Sparham to support
participants with their creative writing
skills.

HUMAN ARTIST



17M

32M

9M

7M

Following an inspiring presentation
from the Access All Areas team, the
Network is committed to developing
a Theatre Makers Programme that
will be delivered in Mansfield, and
benefit learning disabled and autistic
people who are interested in
exploring a career in the arts, from
across the East Midlands.
The Network has expanded its
members to include New
Perspectives Theatre Company who
are keen to be involved in the
programme’s inception.
The formation of a task group is now
set to take this work forwards and will
be established in the coming quarter.

LOCAL AREA
NETWORK



OUR TRUSTEES



17M

32M

9M

7M

TRUSTEES
ANDY DAWSON 
Chair of Trustees
As former Manager of Inspire Youth Arts,
Andy has been a long time supporter of
Unanima from its inception, and a constant
champion for disabled arts representation. 
Andy is a skilled project manager,
accomplished guitarist and song writer,
and brings his vast experience of working
as an NPO to the trustee board. 

EMMA HANNON
As a Learning Disability and Epilepsy
Nurse, Emma has extensive experience of
the community we are trying to reach and
intelligence into the barriers they face.
This, along with vital professional and
community network connections, make
Emma a trustee that is well equipped to
guide us as we advance with our mission.

SOPHIE HACK
Sophie is the Project and Participation
Producer for Dante or Die Theatre.
Sophie produces and project manages
specific projects and collaborates and
engages with diverse community groups,
theatres, and councils to encourage
participation through performance.
Sophie’s knowledge of both the arts and
community engagement is essential to the
trustee board



17M

32M

9M

7M

TRUSTEES

SARAH ORTON
Sarah is a qualified social worker,
specialising in adult care, with 24 years
experience of working in Local Authority
services.
Sarah joined the team as she is passionate
about the rights of learning disabled and /
or autistic people to have the right and
opportunity to live a fully inclusive life, and
feels that she can be most effective in
promoting this through her role as a
trustee for Unanima.
Sarah brings both specialist knowledge
and a zeal for social change.

WILL FARR
Will is an aspiring actor, activist, comedian,
and member of the Unanima Core
Ensemble. Will says he has finally found a
space to truly feel himself around his peers
and finds being part of the Unanima cast
offers him the platform he's always wanted
to advocate for himself and others. 
Will is autistic and as such brings
invaluable expertise by experience to the
board of trustees. 
Will has a drive to make serious inroads
into levelling up and increasing diversity
within leadership and society as a whole.



FINANCES 



17M

32M

9M

7M

DECLARATION 
This report represents a statement
form the trustees that this report
represents a true and accurate
record of the work of the charity,
and is informed by guidance
issued by the Charity Commission
on public benefit. 
The charity’s aim of the
advancement of the art of drama
and the performing arts for the
public benefit runs through all
strands of Unanima’s work, and is
robustly considered when
planning forward. 

Unanima Theatre 
The Old Library 
Leeming Street 
Mansfield 
Notts 
NG18 1NG 

Charity number: 1196242 



Net Income

Current Assets

Total Net Assets

Unrestricted Funds

Incoming Resources

Resources Expended

Total Funds brought forward

Total Funds carried forward

Balance Sheet at 31st March 2024

UNANIMA THEATRE
Charity number 1196242
Accounts for the period to 31st March 2024

Statement of Financial Activities

209,665

209,665

209,665

301,486

212,304

89,182

Year
to 31.3.24

£

116,681

116,681

116,681

153,497

79 ,17 3

74,324

17 months
to 31.3.23

£

Year
to 31.3.24

17 months
to 31.3.23

Unrestricted Unrestricted
Funds

£
Funds 

£

Cash at bank

Charitable activities

Donations and legacies
Charitable activities

Transfer from the CIC
Transfer from the OneFest account

2

4

7
8

Note

292,031
9,455

3 ,80 2

116,681

209,665

42,357

152,297
1,200

0

11 6, 68 1
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Income
Income is included in the Statement of Financial Activities when the charity becomes
entitled to the resources and the monetary value can be measured with sufficient reliability.
There has been no offsetting in assets or liabilities, or income and expenditure. Grants and
donations are only included in the Statement of Financial Activities when the general
income criteria are met.

Reserves
The Trustees have a policy to hold unrestricted money on reserve which is sufficient to
cover any unexpected drop in income. This policy is regularly reviewed. Currently
unrestricted reserves are £209,665 which is equal to 99% of annual expenditure and are
therefore considered to be sufficient for the ongoing operations of the charity.

Analysis of Income

Notes to the Accounts

1 Accounting Policies

Basis of Accounting

These accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention in accordance with
the Statement of Recommended Practice , Accounting and Reporting by Charities preparing
their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK
and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) and with the Charities Act 2011. The charity constitutes
a public benefit entity.

Charitable activities
Subscriptions
OneFest Ticket sales
Access to work
Other income

Donations and Legacies
Grants - ACE NPO
Grants - Other
Sponsorship and donations
Local authority income

9, 45 5

292,031

1 ,20 0

152,297

Year
to 31.3.24

17 months
to 31.3.23

Unrestricted Unrestricted
Funds

£
Funds 

£

4, 77 9
1,2 26
3,0 36
414

232,000
1 4,5 78
3 4,7 50
10,703

0
1,2 00

0
0

150,297

2,000
0
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4

5

6

7

8

Grants
Unanima Theatre has been awarded Arts Council England, National Portfolio Organisation
status and has been awarded a grant of £696,000 over three years, starting with the year to
31st March 2024. Arts Council England can only guarantee future instalments of the grant as
long as sufficient funds from the Government and /or National Lottery are available to it.

Charitable Activities
Staff Costs
Direct Activity Costs
Overheads

Analysis of Expenditure

Transfer of funds from CIC
Unanima Theatre was previously a Community Interest Company until 22nd October 2021
when it was closed and the balance of funds of £42,357 was transferred to Unanima Theatre
Charitable Incorporated Organisation.

Transfer of funds from OneFest
The annual arts festival held in Mansfield "OneFest" has now been brought under the
control of Unanima Theatre CIO and the funds of £3,802 have been transferred.

Fees paid to the Independent Examiner

Staff Costs

Salaries
Social Security Costs
Pe nsi on s
Self employed staff

212,304

127,198

240

79 ,17 3

68 ,74 0

0

Year
to 31.3.24

17 months
to 31.3.23

Unrestricted Unrestricted
Funds

£
Funds 

£

7 0,7 82
12,551
2 5,5 11
18,354

127,198
61,536

2 3,5 70

68,740

68,740
6,324
4,109

No employees received employee benefits (excluding employer pension costs) for the
reporting period of more than £60,000

Number of employees 3 0

In April 2023 three members of the self employed staff were given permanent employment 
contracts by the charity. Other staff continue to be paid on a self employed basis.



 

Richard Shaw FCCA 
The Association of Chartered Certified Accountants 
Beeley Hawley & Co. Ltd 
Chartered Accountants 
42-44 Nottingham Road 
Mansfield 
Nottinghamshire 
NG18 1BL 
Date: ....12th May 2025…. 

1.
2.
3. 

accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by Section 130 of the Act; or
the accounts do not accord with those records; or the accounts do not comply with the applicable
requirements concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and
Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a true and fair view
which is not a matter considered as part of an independent examination. 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF UNANIMA THEATRE CIO
Independent examiner's report to the trustees of Unanima Theatre CIO 
I report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of Unanima Theatre CIO (the Trust)
for the year ended 31 March 2024. 
Responsibilities and basis of report 
As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in
accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 ('the Act'). I report in respect of my
examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under Section 145 of the Act and in carrying out my
examination I have followed all applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under Section
145(5)(b) of the Act. 
Independent examiner's statement 
Since your charity's gross income exceeded £250,000 your examiner must be a member of a listed
body. I can confirm that I am qualified to undertake the examination because I am a member of the
Association of Chartered Certified Accountants, which is one of the listed bodies. I have completed
my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in connection with the
examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect: 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached. 

EXAMINERS
REPORT
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@unanimatheatre

www.unanima-theatre.co.uk

office.unanima@gmail.com
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nanima

is an arts organisation that provides
a variety of creltive, cultural and

campaign opportiinities for IIearnirig

disabled an8 autistic people, and
the g868ral public, in ancl ar'Ouind

Mansfield Bi.Ashfield.

'Ulnanirna is a National Portfolio
Organisation for the Arts Council,
and a charity that' is run by co=CEOS

Tracy Radford and l3r Brad English,
and governed by a trustee board.



OUR PURPOSES

AND ACTIVITIES

The purposes of the charity as set out in

our governing document are:

1. The advancement of the art of drama

and the performing arts for the public
benefit by:

(a) providing opportunities for learning

disabled and autistic people to participate
in the arts

(b) the production and public presentation
of dramatic work, presented and
performed by learning disabled and
autistic people;

2. The promotion of equality and diversity

for the public benefit by:

(a) working for the elimination of
discrimination in the arts on the grounds of
cognitive impairment and neurodiversity

(b) educating and raising awareness in

equality and diversity, in particular by using

participation in the arts to challenge
perceptions of disability

(c) cultivating a sentiment in favour of
equality and diversity in the arts



WHO WE SUPPORT



Mansfield is ranked the 36th most deprived area out of the
32,844 LSOAs in England (Nottinghamshire Insight, Indices of
Deprivation 2019), is a government Levelling Up area, and a priority

area for Arts Council England.

Unanima aims to level up the opportunities for learning disabled
and autistic people to enter, explore and pursue careers within the
creative industries, and find innovative ways of ensuring this is

achieved.
Learning disabled and autistic people experience unequal
educational outcomes which restricts progress towards inclusion

and opportunity. This in turn reinforces injustice, and this ultimately

encourages discrimination and segregation within society.

Within the arts this ultimately manifests as a lack of representation
of learning disabled and autistic people.

We imagine a future where Mansfield Bc Ashfield is a nationally
recognised location for diverse arts promotion that is remarkable,

engaging, authentic, representative, captivating, inclusive and always

has learning disabled and autistic people at the centre.

We have put in place systems, processes and procedures to ensure
we are a well-run dynamic, cultural organisation that leads the way in

sector and societal change for learning disabled and autistic people,
creating a cultural heritage for a future that includes, informs and
is led by them.

A future where they feel that society and the arts are something
available to them at whatever level they wish to access it.



OUR FOUR

AREAS OF WORK



CORE
ENSEMBLE

Is Company in Residence at

The Old Library in Mansfield,

and has been creating touring

work since 2008. Our core
ensemble cast are exclusively

learning disabled and autistic,

and using a collaborative
devising process we create
unique, witty, provocative
theatre based on their lives,

experiences and questions
about the world and their
existence within it.

Through compelling
performances that invite
audiences to laugh, ponder
and wonder we seek to
stimulate social change.
We are becoming increasingly

intolerant of learning disabled
and autistic people remaining

segregated, overlooked and

infantilised by society and we

will continue to produce art

that sparks solutions until this

has stopped.



ONEF EST

I.
v/OIL D

Is a week-long arts and culture

festival held across Mansfield

and Ashfield that has the
primary aim of smashing the

stigma and segregation
learning disabled and autistic

people face on a societal
level. OneFest gives learning

disabled and autistic people
the chance to be out, loud

and proud and the rest of the
community surprise
themselves by getting
alongside them and enjoying
it.

Across seven days we deliver

an exciting line u p of
entertainment that is rich with

hi g h profile p rofessi on a I
artists, comedians and
creatives. All events are
accessible, reasonably priced
or free, and provide
experiences that will inspire

and excite.



HUMAN

ARTIST

Is a year long, entry level

programme in performance
making and creativity,
delivered at Portland College

by Unanima as part of their

curriculum offer. Students

undergo the exploration of
drama elements that expose
each learner to the craft of
theatre making, and giving

them the opportunity to flex

their creative muscles and

enjoy a I I the w e I I b e i n g
benefits and transferable skills

that are gained through this.



LOCAL

AREA

NETWORK
The Local Area Network of
Creative Provision for Learning

Disabled and Autistic People-
The Network is an initiative

developed by Unanima and

Inspire Youth Arts in order to
bring all providers of creative

provision in Mansfield for
learning disabled and autistic

(LDA) people together.
In order for LDA people
across the region to have an

equity of opportunity there
needs to be esta b lish ed

programmes, pathways, and

then routes that enable
progression and
development. The network
has come together to map,

plan and radically change the
arts offer for LDA people in

Mansfield predominantly, but

looking forward, see this as
the beginnings of an offer that

will be of interest to LDA

people from outside of the
area.



ACHIEVEMENTS 8(

PERFORMANCE



CORE ENSEMBLE
Our touring company, whose cast is

exclusively learning disabled and
autistic, has taken its current show
'State of Independence' to six venues
across the East Midlands and achieved
great audience reviews.

We ensure that we reach out to
learning disabled communities in every
location, and always work on a 'pay

what you can' ticket price to address
barriers to attendance.
We are delighted to report that since
our public shows we have been
commissioned by Nottingham Trent

University to perform to their health

and social care students, . This is exactly
where we want to be and where we

believe our work can have a deeper
impact.

Quotes from the health care students. ..

'Unanima were incredible! '

'The Unanima performance was

shockingly brilliant, thought provoking
and beautifully crafted from a/I involved
- absolute quality.

'

'The pen'ormance by Unanima was a

good reminder of empowerment. '



ONEF EST

The festival has grown over the
reporting period and for 2022 it
brought new, larger and more diverse
audiences than previous years.

Our consultation with community
members has given us valuable insight
and intelligence into what people want

and need from the festival, which has

informed our programming to become
bolder, and have greater variety and

excitement than in previous years.

OneFest 2022 delivered 19 shows and

events across the seven day period,
with no ticket price over f5, and many

offering free entry.

We engaged 50 professional artists,

50% of whom were deaf / disabled /

neurodivergent.

High profile comedian, Sarah Keyworth

mentored and coached our five
learning disabled and autistic trainee
stand up comedians through to
performance at the Comedy Showcase.



DAYS

SHOWS

ARTISTS

PARTICIPANTS



Itis difficult to sum up the impact of Onefest but put simply Onefest has allowed me to
have a positive and fulfilling life and future.

I attended Onefest 2021 after googling places to meet people and be sociable. I was

really isolated, lonely and I didn't know what I wanted to do with my life.

I attended the OneWalk not really knowing anything and throughout that week
attended a number of activities including Tenfifty and the Unanima show. I had never
seen such a positive and forward thinking energy around improving the lives of
disabled people. I didn't know fully understand what it was that I felt at the time but I

knew I didn't want it to end.

I stayed involvedjoining OneConversation and Unanima. I began to feel I had found a

place to belong.

OneFest 2022 was where I developed a lot more confidence in my skills and abilities. I

took part in everything! I did naked drawing, live protests and saw a run of theatre I

would have never had had the opportunity to see. My most memorable moments from

OneFest 2022 was the stand up workshop and the gig night. In both of these things I

was able to learn and develop skills from professionals in those areas. I performed my

first stand up routine ever and played in a gig when I had only ever played music in my

bedroom.

Onefest unlocked a creative beast inside me. A beast which has allowed me to make

connections and friendships along the way. Without OneFest I genuinely do not know

where I would be or what I would be doing but I do know that I wouldn't feel as fulfilled

and as happy as I do today.

Testimony from Hannah Harris
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HUMAN ARTIST

We are extremely excited to get this

programme up and running, as it is the
beginning of a shift change in the arts

offer for learning disabled and autistic

people.
So often the experience this community

have of the arts is merely recreational,
whereas this programme aims to give

participants the opportunity to explore
and nurture their creativity at whatever

level they wish, big or small.

This programme is part funded by
Portland College ( and is part of their
curriculum offer).

The programme has ten Portland College
students and five community members at

each intake.



LOCAL AREA NETWORK

We have made great progress with The
Local Area Network of Creative
Provision for Learning Disabled and

Autistic People, which works with key

arts providers across Mansfield 8c

Ashfield, and is chaired by Mansfield

MP and Chair of Nottingham County

Council, Ben Bradley.
We have mapped existing provision,
and with this intelligence are able to
see gaps and respond.
We are working with Nick Llewellyn,

Artistic Director, Access All Areas, who

is supporting the network to explore
creating a tertiary level Theatre Makers

provision similar to the one they run

partnership with Sky Studios and the
Royal Central School of Speech and

Drama.



OUR TRUSTEES



TRUSTEES

CLARE MCSHANE

As a former solicitor for a Mansfield law

firm, Clare has extensive knowledge

and experience of being a charity
trustee, and how to deliver

against charity objectives.
With a career shift, Clare has
undertaken a masters in Occupational

Therapy, and has used her studies to
promote the right to health &

wellbeing and community participation
for learning disabled people.

STACEY ENGLISH

An aspiring actor herself, Stacey has

many years experience of performing
with Wells Little Theatre, and is a self-

confessed theatre enthusiast. Stacey is

our first learning disabled trustee and
as such is an expert by experience,
gu~dtng

us in. Our drive to make serious
inroads into board level diverse
leadership.

ANDY DAWSON
As former Manager of Inspire Youth

Arts, Andy has been a long time

supporter of Unanima from its

inception, and a constant champion for
disabled arts representation.
Andy is a skilled project manager,
accomplished guitarist and song writer,

and brings his vast experience of
working as an NPO to the trustee
board.



TRUSTEES

EMMA HANNON

As a Learning Disability and Epilepsy
Specialist Nurse, Emma has extensive
experience of the community we are
trying to reach and intelligence into the
barriers they face. This, along with vital

professional and community network

connections make Emma a trustee that
is well equipped to guide us through
the next three years.

SOPHIE HACK

As Producer and Project Manager for
Arts Charity, Open Door, Sophie brings
a wealth of professional experience
and strong connections with arts
organisations and independent theatre
makers across the Midlands and
London, Sophie's knowledge and
experience makes her an invaluable

board member.



DECLARATION

This report represents a statement form the trustees that this

report represents a true and accurate record of the work of the
charity, and is informed by guidance issued by the Charity

Commission on public benefit.

The charity's aim of the advancement of the art of drama and the
performing arts for the public benefit runs through all strands of
Unanima's work, and is robustly considered when planning

forward.

Unanima Theatre
The Old Library

Leeming Street
Mansfield

Notts

NG18 1NG

Charity number: 1196242
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FINANCES



UNANIMA THEATRE

FINANCIAL REVIEW

Unanima Theatre was previously a Community Interest Company
and on 22nd October 2021it closed down and transferred the
balance of funds of f42, 357 to the Unanima Theatre CIO.
(Charitable Incorporated Organisation. )

The first set of accounts are for a 17 month period to 31st March

2023.
The income of f153,497 arose from grants of f150,297 which are
listed in the notes to the accounts, and some sponsorships,
donations, and ticket sales.

The expenditure of f79, 173 was spent on freelance staff and

activities expenses and administrative expenses.
The surplus for the period of f74,324 was added to the cash
transferred from the CIC of f42, 357 and the closing cash balance
at 31 st March 2023 was f116,681.

Unanima Theatre has now been awarded Arts Council England,
National Portfolio Organisation status and a total grant of
f696,000 over three years.
In April 2023 three of the key members of the freelance staff were

given permanent employment contracts by the charity. Other staff

will continue to be paid on a freelance basis.



UNAMI MA THEATRE

Financial Statements for the 17 month
period to 31"March 2023

First registered as a CIO on
22ns October 2021

Previously registered as Unanima Theatre
Community Interest Company

Receipts

Grants
Sponsorships and donations
OneFest ticket sales

150,297
2,000
1,200

153,497

Payments

Freelance staff
Other activity costs
Activities expenses
Administration
Subscriptions
Other costs

68,740
380

6,324
2,176

267
1,286

79,173

Excess of receipts over payments

Cash transferred from CIC

74,324

42,357

Cash at 31"March 2023 116,681



UNANI MA THEATRE

Notes to the Accounts

The financial statements have been
prepared using the Receipts and

Payments basis.

Grants Income

Arts Council England
Mansfield Building Society
Portland College
Nottinghamshire County Council
Nottingham Trent University
Inspire: Culture/Learning/Libraries
University of Derby
University of Leicester

90,494
23,500
15,000

7,203
6,860
3,240
3,000
1,000

150,297

In February 2023 Unanima Theatre
was awarded a grant for National

Portfolio Organisations.

The total grant of f696,000 was
awarded in three equal instalments

over the following period

Arts Council England
Arts Council England
Arts Council England

2023/2023 E232,000
2024/2025 E232,000
2025/2026 f232,000

Staff costs

Freelance staff costs

Arts Council England can only
guarantee future instalments of

the grant as long as sufficient
funds from the Government and/or
National Lottery are available to it.

E68,740

In April 2023 three of the key
members of the freelance staff were

given permanent employment
contracts by the charity.

Other staff will continue to be paid on
a freelance basis.



CHARIH COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Independent examiner's
report on the accounts

~ ~

Report to the trustees/
members of UNANIMA THEATRE

On accounts for the 31"MARCH 2023
period ended

Charity no 1196242
(if any)

Set out on pages 1 - 11

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity ("the Trust" ) for the period ended 31/03/2023.

Responsibilities and As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation
basis of report of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act

2011 ("the Act").

Independent
examiner's statement

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I

have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me
cause to believe that in, any material respect:

~ accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of
the Act or

~ the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

sag d: $I(j Q

Date: 11/01/2024

Name: RICHARD SHAW

Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body

(if any):

FCCA

Address: C/0 BEELEY HAWLEY & CO LTD

44 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, MANSFIELD

NG18 1BL
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