
 

 
 
Trustees’ annual report (including Directors’ report) for the period 
 
From:   1 April 2023     To: 31 March 2024 
 
Charity name: The Rachel Podger Foundation 
 
Charity registration number: 1196181 
 
Company number: n/a 
 

Objectives and activities 
 
 SORP reference  
Summary of the purposes of 
the charity as set out in its 
governing document 

Para 1.17 To advance the education, appreciation, and 
knowledge of the public in the art of classical 
music, through the promotion of classical music 
and live performance in general and principally, 
but not exclusively, music of the Baroque era, 
for the public benefit in the UK and other 
countries around the world. 

Summary of the main 
activities in relation to those 
purposes for the public 
benefit, in particular, the 
activities, projects or services 
identified in the accounts. 

Para 1.17 and 
1.19 

The provision of financial support towards live 
performances, recordings and related activities 
to promote an understanding and appreciation 
of classical music from the Baroque period. 

Statement confirming 
whether the trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit 

Para 1.18 The Trustees confirm that they have referred to 
the Charity Commission’s guidance on public 
benefit when reviewing the charity’s aims and 
objectives and in planning activities. The 
activities undertaken to further the charity’s 
purpose for the public benefit are outlined in 
this report. 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 SORP reference  
 
 
Policy on grant making 

 
 
Para 1.38 

The Foundation’s policy on grant making was 
agreed by the Trustees in October 2022 and will 
be reviewed in Autumn 2024. 

Policy on social investment 
including program related 
investment 

 
 
Para 1.38 

n/a 

Contribution made by 
volunteers 

 
 
Para 1.38 

n/a 

 
Other 
 

 Additional policies agreed by the Trustees cover: 
Complaints, Conflict of Interests, Incident 
Reporting, Authorisation for Small Payments, 
Data Protection, Designated Gifts, Expenses and 
Safeguarding 



 
Achievements and performance 
 
 
 
 
Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity, 
identifying the difference the 
charity’s work has made to 
the circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any wider 
benefits to society as a 
whole. 

 
 
 
Para 1.20 

During the period covered by this Report the 
Trustees carried out their charitable aim and 
objectives by supporting the following performances 
by Rachel Podger and Brecon Baroque: 
 
Gower Festival, July 2023 
Sonatas by Frescobaldi and other Italian masters of 
the seventeenth century. 
 
Machynlleth Festival, August 2023 
Handel & Purcell Trio Sonatas. 
 
Wimbledon International Festival, November 2023 
A double programme exploring the world of Bach’s 
instrumental concertos. 
 
King’s Place (part of Rachel Podger’s residency), 
December 2023 
The Goldberg Variations, in a new arrangement by 
Chad Kelly 
 
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, March 
2024 
Chamber music with Toby Carr and Marcin 
Swiatkiewicz 
 
King’s Place (Part of Rachel Podger’s residency), 
March 2024 
‘From Darkness into Light’, the opening concert of 
King’s Place’s Bach Weekend was a spiritual journey 
of spiritual transformation for Eastertide. Beginning 
with JS Bach’s Nach dir, Herr verlanget and 
culminating in the joyous Easter Cantata, the 
programme explored human frailty and lemtn 
alongside longing and hope. Brecon Baroque were 
joined by singers Zoe Brookshaw, Chiara Hendrick, 
Jon Stainsby and Gwilym Bowen.    
 
The Foundation also supported The Muses Restor’d 
recording, made in November 2023 and released in 
May 2024. Compared to the repertories of Italy and 
Germany, the glories of English instrumental music 
of the 17th and early 18th Centuries are largely 
unknown. Rachel Podger together with five 
musicians of Brecon Baroque shed light on this 
underappreciated era in The Muses Restor'd, a 
journey of violin-led chamber music from Jacobean 
to Early Georgian England, ranging from the gentle 
intimacy of consort idioms to the full-blown 
instrumental virtuosity of the evolving baroque 
period. This beautifully refined and intimately 
chiselled chamber music celebrates a rich tradition 
where the violin joins a plethora of keyboards, lutes, 
viol and continuo cello reinstating these sonatas, 



fantasies, suites, grounds and popular tunes to the 
mainstream of English cultural life of the time. The 
recording features works by Handel, Lawes, Blow, 
Locke, Purcell, Schop, Jenkins, Baltzar and Jones. 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
Achievements against 
objectives set 

 
 
Para 1.41 
 
 

The Trustees were pleased to continue to 
achieve their objectives in the second year of 
the Rachel Podger Foundation, especially given 
the challenging funding climate.  

Performance of fundraising 
activities against objectives 
set 
 

 
 
Para 1.41 

Sufficient funds were raised to support all 
planned activities. 

Investment performance 
against objectives 
 

 
 
Para 1.41 

n/a 

Other 
 
 

 n/a 

 
 
 
 
 

  



Financial review 
 
Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the end 
of the period 

Para 1.21 The Foundation carried forward £15,873 at the 
end of the period, with £3,500 held as 
Designated Funds towards future recording and 
performance projects.  

Statement explaining the 
policy for holding reserves 
stating why they are held 

Para 1.22 The Trustees’ policy is to hold £5,000 as reserves 
that could be available to provide support for 
unanticipated costs or future projects.  

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 At the end of the period the Foundation held 
free reserves of £5,000 

Reasons for holding zero 
reserves 

Para 1.22 n/a 

Details of fund materially in 
deficit 

Para 1.24 n/a 

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a going 
concern 

Para 1.23 n/a 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
The charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising)  
 

 
 
Para 1.47 

The Foundation’s funds were raised through 
donations from individuals and a grant from 
Kerkenstein Productions towards the recording 
project. 

Investment policy and 
objectives including any 
social investment policy 
adopted 
 

 
 
Para 1.46 

n/a 

A description of the principal 
risks facing the charity  
 
 

 
 
Para 1.46 

The Trustees have examined the major risks that 
the charity faces, in particular those related to 
the operations and finances, and are satisfied 
that systems are in place to mitigate the 
exposure to significant risks. 
The Trustees consider the primary risk to be 
fundraising, and have put clear systems in place 
to ensure that the Foundation’s  funding 
position is confirmed before any commitments 
of future support are made. 

Other 
 

 n/a 

 
 

  



Structure, governance and management 
 
Description of charity’s 
trusts: 

  

Type of governing document: 
for example, trust deed, 
memorandum and articles of 
association etc 

Para 1.25 
 

The Rachel Podger Foundation is governed by its 
constitution.   

How is the charity 
constituted?  
for example limited company, 
unincorporated association, 
CIO 

Para 1.25 The charity is a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO). 

Trustee selection methods 
including details of any 
constitutional provisions e.g. 
election to post or name of 
any person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees 

Para 1.25 Members of the Board of Trustees are 
appointed or removed by resolution of the 
trustees. In selecting individuals for 
appointment, the Trustees have regard for 
the skills, knowledge and experience 
required for the effective administration of 
the charity.  

   
 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction and 
training of trustees 
 

 
 
Para 1.51 

New Trustees meet with the Chair and receive 
an induction pack including Constitution, 
policies, previous minutes and financial reports.  

The charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the 
charity works 
 

 
 
Para 1.51 

n/a 

Relationship with any related 
parties 
 

 
 
Para 1.51 

n/a 

Other 
 

 n/a 

 
 
 
  



Reference and administrative details 
 
Charity name The Rachel Podger Foundation 
Other name the charity uses n/a 
Registered charity number 1196181 
Charity’s principal address 68 South Park Road, Wimbledon, London, SW19 8SZ 

 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

1 Dr Stefan Paetke Chair   

2 Lord Terence Burns    

3 Robert Ayling CBE    

4 
Christophe 
Kasolowsky 

 Appointed 23 June 2023  

5     

6     

7     

8     

9     

10     

11     

12     

13     

14     

15     

16     

17     

18     

19     

20     
 
Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved 

Director name  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity 
 

Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole year 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 



 
Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others 
Description of the assets 
held in this capacity 

 

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf the 
assets are held and how this 
falls within the custodian 
charity’s objects 

 

Details of arrangements for 
safe custody and 
segregation of such assets 
from the charity’s own assets 

 

 
Additional information (optional) 

          Names and addresses of advisers (optional information) 

Type of 
adviser 

Name Address 

   

   

   

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (optional information) 

 

 
Exemptions from disclosure 
 
Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details 

 
 

 
Other optional information 

 
 

 
 
  



Declarations 
 

The company has taken advantage of the small companies’ exemption in preparing the 
report above. 
 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report (including directors’ 
report) above.  

 
              Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees/directors 

Signature(s) 

 

 

Full name(s) Stefan Paetke  

    Position (for example 
Secretary, Chair, etc) 

Chair  

 

Date 
19 December 2024 

 

 

 
































