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THE ATHENAEUM SINGERS
R is red Cha No. 1197581

Re rt of the Trustees f'o r riod ended 31"Au ust 2022

Constitution and o e

The Charity Commission gave approval for the Society to become a Charitable

Incorporated Organisation (CIO). This approval was given in September 2021 and the
CIO was operational from 1 May 2022. It is governed by a Constitufion adopted on 9
September 2021.

The objects of the Charity are to promote, improve, develop and maintain public

education in and appreciation of the art and science of choral singing and music

generally in all its aspects by the presentation of public concerts and recitals and in

such other ways as the Charity through its Committee shall determine from time to
time.

The Committee members, who are elected annually by the members, are the Charity's

trustees. At the date hereof the trustees were:

Mrs J Adams (Chairman)
Mrs A Arthur
Mrs P Wardell-Yerburgh
Mrs J Laugher(Hon. Treasurer)

Mrs J King (Hon Secretary)
Mr D Darby
Mr J Simmons
Mrs E Light
Mrs S Peachey

Trustees, who must be members of the Charity, are put forward from within the
membership on the basis of their relevant expertise.

Activ and achievements

The Charity operated as a Choral Society throughout the period from 1 May to 31
August; this would normally have been under the guidance of the Music Director, but
since having moved to Scotland, the President, Nigel Pemn, stepped in and assumed
this role for several weeks leading up to the June concert.

To celebrate HM The Queen's Platinum Jubilee, the Society staged a concert of
Handel's Coronation Anthems with the amusing Captain Noah and his Floating Zoo by
Flanders & Horowitz taking up the second half. This was both uplifting and a different
programme to normal and was well received by a smaller than normal audience.

Throughout the Summer months, the Committee has concentrated on a Strategy
Review beginning to plan the longer term future of the Athenaeum Singers which is
important if the Society is to continue to thrive and improve the standard of
performance.

Before the end of the period, the Society was invited by the makers of 'Escape to the
Country' to provide a small group of singers to sing a short piece of choral music and
for some to be interviewed about aspects of Wiltshire life and the sunounding area.
This was a gmat opportunity to engage with a wider audience so this took place at the
end of August and will be shown by the BBC some time in the New Year.



The Society continues to adverfise afi its acivities on ils website
www. athenaeumsin ers.corn as well as in the local community, press and otherjournals.

Finance

This is the first Receipts and Payments account for the new charity, and covered a
period of 4 months from 1 May to 31 August following the transfer of final balances

from the old Athenaeum Singers' charity no 290909. It shows an overall loss of
F1,918 for the period. The charity's income derives mainly from subscriptions,

patrons' donations and sometimes from concert surpluses. Subscriptions are paid at

the start of the year and so it is not surprising that during the final 4 months of the

year, the income is so low, resulting in a kws for the first period of the charity's

operafion.

A small amount of income came in the form of a 265 profit on the June concert, together

with Patrons' donations of R75.

Expenditure for the 4 months totalled R2,058 with Conductors' and Accompanists' fees
making up over half of this at R1178. Other costs were church hire for rehearsals,

music hire, bank charges which have now increased for charities, prizes for the 100
Club, general advertising and expenses.

P li ies reserves and risks.

The Charity has reserves of F7000 and there are no plans to use these reserves in the
immediate future.

The main risks are financial —the possibility of unforeseen losses or of having to pay
compensation as a result of an accident to a member of the public at a concert or in

some other manner. The former is mitigated by sound financial controls, including the
setting of budgets and subscription levels, and the latter through insurance, including

public liability, provided through "Making Music .

Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf on 25 October 2022

Mis J.Adams (Chairman)


