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The Rhondda Ministry  Area is in the Archdeaconry of Morgannwg and the
Diocese of Llandaff in the Church in Wales.

Ministry The Reverend Philip Alan Leyshon, 
Area The Vicarage, Vicarage Terrace,
Leader Cwmparc, Rhondda,

CF42 6NA

Priests The Reverend Haydn England-Simon
The Reverend Peter Gale
The Reverend David Jones
The Reverend Jeffrey Thomas

Independent Examiner: Young and Phillips Ltd, Bute Street, 
Treorchy, CF42 6AH 

The  Rhondda  Ministry  Area  is  part  of  the  Diocese  of  Llandaff  within  the
Church  in  Wales.  The Church  in  Wales  is  a  province within  the  Anglican
Communion and, as such,  exists to advance the Christian religion through
world-wide mission. The object of the Ministry Area Council is to ensure that
the Life and Work of the Church within the Ministry Area helps to fulfill that
mission, both locally and more widely.

The Ministry Area Council is not a body corporate. Its composition, procedure
and powers  are  regulated by the  Constitution  of  the  Church in  Wales,  as
amended from time to time by its Governing Body, set up under Section 13(1)
of the Welsh Church Acts 1914. Elections are held at an Annual Business
Meeting  which  must  take  place  on  or  before  30  April.  All  persons  whose
names are entered on the Electoral Roll are entitled to vote and to stand for
election. Before assuming office, every member of the Council must sign a
declaration that he or she will be bound by the Constitution.

The Representative Body of the Church in Wales holds the land and property
of the Church in Wales including churches, contents and churchyards. 

The Rhondda Ministry Area is a Charity and was set up in January 2022. 
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The Ministry Area Council is responsible inter alia for promoting the mission of
the Church, the Ministry Area budget and all expenditure thereunder, the care
and maintenance of the church fabric, and of the churchyards, and for action
on any other matter  referred to it  in accordance with the Constitution. The
Council  is  also  the  normal  channel  of  communication  between  the
parishioners and the Bishop of the Diocese.

MEMBERSHIP

During the year the following served as members of  the Parochial  Church
Council, and thus as Trustees of the Rhondda Ministry Area Charity.
 

Ministry Area Leader: The Reverend Philip Alan Leyshon 
(address as above)

Ministry Area Chair: Nicola Free

Churchwardens: Michael Andrew, Kevin Staveley

Priests: The Reverend Haydn England-Simon
The Reverend Peter Gale
The Reverend David Jones
The Reverend Jeffrey Thomas

Ministry Area Administrator:   Bethan Price

Church Members: M.Evans, S.Evans, R.Harding, M.Harrison, 
S.Jones, J.Llewellyn, K.Phelps Goodman, 
W.Richards, R.Saunders, K.Spiller

Secretary: Kevin Staveley

Finance Committee: Kevin Staveley, Michael Andrew, 
Charles Coombs

Co-opted Member Charles Coombs 
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The Parochial Church Council in addition to the minimum number of meetings
required by the Constitution of the Church in Wales, meets as required to deal
with the activities of the Parish. 

An Executive Committee  consisting of  Ministry  Area Leader,  Ministry  Area
Chair, Two priests, the Administrator and the wardens meets as required

  
Electoral Roll
In  2022  there  were  383  parishioners  on  the  Church  Electoral  Roll  at  the
Annual Vestry Meeting. 

2022 Ministry Area Report

The Ministry Area formally came into being on 1st January 2022 following a
decree signed by Bishop June.

Prior to this a Transition Team had been set up and met as necessary to
esure a smooth transition to the new Ministry Area. Parish Parochial Church
Councils were disbanded and a new Ministry Area Council was elected at the
first Annual Business Meeting of the Rhondda Ministry Area held in February
2022.

We are deeply conscious of the work of many members of church councils in
previous years, some for many years, and we thank them for all the time and
dedication they gave to this task.

We also thank the members of the Transition Team and the new Council for
their endeavours which have greatly helped to bring things together into one
entity.

Throughout  time  Church  Officers:  Wardens,  Sub-Wardens,  Sacristans,
Treasurers, Eucharistic Ministers and many more have played a pivotal part in
the  life  of  the  church and we sincerely  thank them for  their  work.  As the
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Ministry Area was born and is now evolving it was realised that people were
needed to aid the day to day running of each church and we sincerely thank
those who have willingly undertaken these tasks in their churches. 

Near the end of the year we sadly learned of the passing of Mrs Barbara
Thomas.  Barbara  was a Lay Reader  who was well  known throughout  the
Rhondda Valleys for  her  hard  work  in  helping to  build  up community  and
church life. The ministry area gives thanks for her active lay ministry at   St.
Andrew’s and across our churches. May she rest in peace and rise in glory.

Coming together has given us a new opportunity to meet together, to worship
together and to socialize together. 

2022 has seen many achievements
 Coming together for acts of worship and other activities.
 Supporting  activities  and events  in  churches other  than the  one we

normally worship in.
 Advertising our activities across the area,  instead of  just  in our own

church.

We have also been able to pool resources and share expertise across the
area, giving support where needed. An example of this is in seeking funding
for various projects in the churches of our Ministry Area. In 2022 the amount
found for projects across the Ministry Area was over £140,000; and we must
be extremely grateful to those providers for their help and support.

We sincerely thank those who have made awarded to our projects, especially
Welsh Government Community Fund, RCTCBC Welsh Church Act Fund, Pen
y  Cymmoedd  Wind  Farm,  Maerdy  Wind  Fund,  Ffordd  Nest  Wind  Farm,
Llandaff  Diocese Churches and Pastoral  Fund,  MM Edwards Fund. These
organisations, and others over many years, enable us to continue to maintain
and improve our buildings and facilities.

The above gives us a picture of working together and supporting each other
throughout the Ministry Area. 
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2022 saw both the war in Ukraine and the “cost of living” Crisis as well as the
earthquake in Turkey and Syria, and it was wonderful to see the outpouring of
support  given  to  those  in  need  right  across  the  Ministry  Area,  with  many
churches opening in  the late  Autumn and Winter  months to  offer  a  Warm
Space for those in need. Many also supported Food Bank and Food Chare
Schemes as well  as raising money to donate to organizations helping with
disasters, both at home and abroad. We thank everyone for their support.

At the end of 2022 it was announced that the Reverend Jeffrey Thomas would
be leaving the Rhondda for a new post. Also that The Reverend Sarah Rogers
would  be  joining  the  clergy  team  in  early  2023.  We  sincerely  thank  the
Reverend Jeffrey Thomas for this ministry over many years and wish him well
for  his  new role.  We also look forward to  welcoming the Reverend Sarah
Rogers to her role here in the Rhondda Ministry Area.
 
We must give our thanks to all  the priests in the area who are working to
continue  God’s  work  throughout  the  Rhondda,  and  who  have  met  the
challenges of the last couple of years together. 

In  November  2022  members  of  the  Ministry  Area  Council  attended  the
Archdeacon’s Visitation in Aberdare. At this meeting we were challenged to
produce a plan for the Rhondda Misistry Area ……. “Where would we like to
be in 2033?”

A plan has been formulated with aims, both short and long term. A plan which
will  take us forward as one church community working together across the
communities of the Rhondda Valleys.  A plan we must each individually own
and collectively work for together. Supporting each other in the individual and
the collective purpose to which God has called us. 

Then, with prayer and the help of God, this plan for the future of his Church in
the Rhondda may become a reality. 

We looking forward to sharing this plan with church communities shortly as we
continue to work together, worship together and support each other across the
Rhondda Ministry Area
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FINANCIAL REPORT

The accounts for the Rhondda Ministry Area are available at this meeting. We
thank the treasurers  and the members of  the Finance Committee for  their
continued work.

The accounts have been independently examined by Young and Phillips Ltd,
Accountants, Treorchy, who have signed the Independent Examiner’s Report.
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