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CHAIR'S
REPORT

The completion of my first year as Chair of the Friends of Therfield Heath 8

Greens has prompted deep reflection. Throughout this penod, I have gained

invaluable insights into Therfield Heath, our Members, and the exceptional

community that actively contributes to the preservation and engagement of this

treosured landscope.

In 2022/2023, we achieved significant milestones through a range of

engagement and fundraising events. Notably, we proudly participated in the

Queen's Green Canopy initiative, planting trees as a symbol of our commitment to

environmental preservation. Additionally, our monthly litter picks received

unwavering support from dedicated volunteers, caving a lasting impact on the

cleanliness of Therfield Heoth.

As I reflect on the past year, I am reminded of the Friends' Charitable Objects,

which guide our mission:

1.Promoting and encouraging the use and accessibility of Therfield Heath and

Greens,

2. Raising awareness of the applicable bye-laws and regulations for Therfield

Heath & Greens.

3.Fostering conservation, protection, and improvement of the physical and

natural environment of Therfield Heath.

I extend my appreciation to aur Members and volunteers, whose unwavering

support and dedication have played a vital role in advancing these objectives.

Looking ahead, I am filled with optimism and enthusiasm. Together, we will

continue to make a positive impact, ensuring Therfield Heath and Greens remain

a source of pride and enjoyment for present and future generations.

//.~
HOLLY C HR ISTIE
Chair



2025 IN

REVIEW'

The Friends have curated a series ot events spread across the year, designed to

captivate the public and our members while immersing them in the beauty of the

Heath and its remarkable biadiversity. One such occasion was our Bat Walk in

September 2022, which allowed participants to witness the enchanting world of

these nocturnal creatures first hand.

In addition, we organised gatherings aimed at enticing individuals to explore the

Heath and enjoy the awe-inspiring nature reserve. Our vibrant Easter Egg Hunt

drew in numerous families who joyfully traversed 'Fairy Wood' in search of hidden

treasures. In June 2023, we organised invigorating outdoor yoga sessions, where

participants revelled in the tranquil atmosphere of the Heath while engaging in

two rejuvenating yoga classes.

These events provide an avenue for people to forge a connection with the Heath,

but they also offer a delightful escape to savour the wonders of nature.

The Fnends had an incredible opportunity to participate in the Queen's Green

Canopy initiative which we gladly embraced. In January 2023, we were honoured

to have the presence of the Deputy Lieutenant of Hertfordshire, Richard H Beazley

MBE, for the official tree-planting ceremony dedicated to I-ler Majesty. We were

joined on the day by representatives from the Conservators, the Therfield Heath

Ranger, and the team from Shire Trees I.imited wha graciously volunteered their

time and expertise to plant the trees at no cost. To commemorate the occasion,

four remarkable trees were carefully chosen: two hornbeams, an elm and a silver

birch. These trees syrnbolise a living legacy representing the collective effort of

planting over a million trees nationwide.

Engaging with the local community is also an important focus for the Friends. We

actively participated in various community events, seizing the opportunity to

introduce ourse ves and share our passion for the Heath. The Kite Festival in

August 2022 and the Sustain-ability event in October 2022 provided ideal

platforms for the Friends to connect with people, spark conversations about our

organisation, and answer any inquiries people had. These interactions allowed for

a deeper understanding af the Friends' mission and the value of preserving the

Heath.



In hhay 2023, the Friends Committee agreed to provide a grant to the

Conservators, aiming ta suppart the TherfieId Heath Ranger in conducting vital

habitat management. The grant was intended to fund the purchase of ernission-

free tools and protective gloves for their volunteers, Although the grant was

agreed upon in Iirtay 2023, some ogistical challenges have meant the transfer will

be delayed to the following financial year, 2023/2024. Nonetheless, the Friends

remain committed to fulfilling ovr promise and moking a positive impact on the

preservation and maintenance af the Heath.

WITH THANKS

The Friends is o fantastic orgonisation fuelled by the possion and dedication of

volunteers. We simply couldn't accomplish all that we do without the incredible

people who generously give their time and skills. It's important for us to take a

moment and express our heartfelt thanks to everyone involved: the Committee

Members, both past and present; every litter picker who helps keep our

environment clean; every individual who leads engaging walks and talks for us;

and those who have donated their goods and servmes. Your contributions have

made a real difference, and we are incredibly grateful for your support.

We extend our sincere appreciation to Janet Rossignol-gubbins, The Friends'

former Chair and Committee member, for her unwavering dedication and hard

work throughout the years, As she embarks on a well-deserved break with loved

ones, we express our gratitude and wish her a fulfilling time surrounded by family

and friends.

THE FUTURE

The Friends have an exciting roadmap for the future, encompassing the following

goals;

I.We are steadfast in our cornmitrnent to providing a diverse range of

opportunities for learning, engagement, and active invalvement with the

Heath

2.We aspire to expand and diversify our iiriembership, fostering a vibrant

community of individuals who share a deep appreciation far the Heath.

3.Enhance both the quantity and regularity of grants for the Heath, working with

the Conservators, we aim to enhance the resources they may need to

continue their valuable work of safeguarding and nurturing the Heath.



FI I4ANCIAL

OVE RVIEVY

Income Expenditure

hAembership and

Donations

Events

1,843.00

1,698.02

Operating Costs

Fundraising 8
Communications Costs

380.67

284.56

Grants ond Donotions 171.38 Grants 8 Projects 868.86

Profits for year 2,178.31

6,541.64

Cash balance 8,719.95

Balance in treasurer a/c at 01.07.2023 8,170.11

Balance in PayPal a/c at 01.07.2023 565.74

Cash float 28.10

Debt (44.00)

Reserves
General Funds —The Committee require the Friends to maintain readily accessibly assets sufticient
to fund not less than 6 months of running cost, at all times. In 2022/2023 this equated to F750,
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