
 

 

Horfield Methodist Church Annual Report: September 2023 - August 2024 
 
Context 
Horfield Methodist Church is part of the Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit, which includes over thirty 
churches across both local authority areas, led by a Superintendent Minister. This circuit is one of nine in the Bristol 
Methodist District, which also covers most of Gloucestershire and part of both Wiltshire and Somerset. 
 
We utilise buildings on two sites in Horfield and Bishopston. 
 
The minister appointed to Horfield has oversight of two other churches in the Circuit as well as Horfield and 
Bishopston, so about seventy percent of our acts of worship are led by one of his ordained colleagues or by a 
Methodist Local (lay) Preacher. We acknowledge the contribution that each of them makes to our core activity of 
Christian worship. 
 
Year under review 
A recent review of our membership has identified a number of people who no longer attend the church for various 
reasons.  The membership list has been amended, and we now report a more accurate membership of 100 people, 
plus supporters who attend. 
 
Regular worship activities continue with Sunday morning services. The service from the Horfield site is also available 
online via Zoom.  Junior Church children have their own activities after a short time of family worship. A young 
peoples’ group is offered, but the take-up is limited. 
 
Community and outreach activities continue with Messy Church, Little Fishes (our toddler group), Film Club and 
coffee mornings. While there is no shortage of ideas for expanding such activities there are limitations as to what can 
be achieved with the volunteer-power available. There are fewer people willing to take on roles/responsibilities 
within the church and those who already do are fully committed.  All working groups and committees have been 
reviewed, looking at the current list of meetings (who attends, what the meeting purpose is, effectiveness etc) with 
the intention of trying to reduce the workload and see if any activities could be combined or streamlined. With the 
sad loss of one of our most dedicated and experienced church members and trustees, the church has grappled with 
succession planning for key roles. This remains an issue, but we are grateful to all those who take up any 
responsibilities. 
 
Messy Church is run on a monthly basis and draws children and young families who do not otherwise attend the 
church.  Messy Church in December 2023 coincided with our outreach activity, the ‘Christmas Journey’, giving 
everyone the opportunity to hear the bible story of God's reason for sending his Son to earth. On Christmas Eve we 
explored the idea that Jesus and his parents were homeless and needed to seek shelter, building a shelter out of 
cardboard boxes, as many of the homeless in Bristol have to do to try to keep safe and warm.   
 
The church continues to be ecologically aware, and representatives from other Methodist churches in the area are 
part of the eco group, giving an opportunity to share best practice. The church offsets its emissions annually, has 
themed fund-raising events for eco projects and ensures that there are regular church services which focus on the 
environment and the climate crisis. The church has arranged litterpick events, collecting litter and rubbish from 
streets around one of the church buildings.  
 
The church has continued to tighten up on its responses to GDPR, Safeguarding and Equality, Diversity & Inclusion. 
This has included making use of electronic filing methods, the greater use of dedicated email addresses, helping in 
terms of GDPR and with the added benefit of providing some measure of resilience; as well as following up on 
individuals’ responses to training requirements.  
 
Finances are reasonably healthy, but we maintain close control of our expenditure and use of resources.  The 
medium to long term future of retaining both sites will inevitably come under review in the next few years.   
 
The upkeep of ageing buildings, on both sites, after many years of just basic repairs has continued, and is likely to 
continue, to bring challenging decisions about prioritising expenditure. Major items addressed have been repair work 
to the porch, bay window and top fascia boards on the front gable at one site.  External signage has been revamped 
and updated, giving a brighter, more impactful impression to passers-by on our main road positions.  Other 



 

 

redecoration and repairs have been ongoing. We are planning significant expenditure to replace the paths at the 
front of the Horfield building, to ensure health and safety for our visitors is maintained. 
 
The congregation is very diverse and we are proud of offering a warm welcome to all comers. We are seeing new 
people attending which is testament to the welcome and demonstrates the ideals of the Inclusive Church 
movement. 
 
 
 
Rev Martin Slocombe 
on behalf of the Managing Trustees, 19 February 2025 
 



 

Standard Form of Accounts – Horfield Methodist Church 

 



 

 



 

  



 

  



 



 

 


