
Horfield Methodist Church Annual Report: September 2021 - August 2022 
 
Context 
Horfield Methodist Church is part of the Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit, which includes over thirty 
churches across both local authority areas, led by a Superintendent Minister. This circuit is one of nine in 
the Bristol Methodist District, which also covers most of Gloucestershire and part of both Wiltshire and 
Somerset. 
 
The minister appointed to Horfield has oversight of three other Methodist churches in the Circuit as well as 
Horfield, so about seventy percent of our acts of worship are led by one of his ordained colleagues or by a 
Methodist Local (lay) Preacher. We acknowledge the contribution that each of them makes to our core 
activity of Christian worship. 
 
Year under review 
After discussions it was agreed that the nearby Bishopston Methodist Church would merge with Horfield, 
but maintaining a presence on two sites.  That took place on 1 September 2021. Representatives from 
Bishopston were immediately included within the cohort of trustees. There have been some tensions as the 
two sites work together as one church but such issues are probably inevitable in any such significant 
change, as people become used to each other and processes and policies are streamlined. 
 
The year saw a re-start for community and outreach activities after Covid enforced breaks, including Messy 
Church, our toddler group, Film Club and coffee mornings on both sites. 
 
Regular worship activities are in full swing on both sites. The main Sunday morning act of worship at 
Horfield is hybrid, in person and online via the Zoom platform. Online congregants are invited to participate 
in acts of worship, for example by pre-recording readings. Children’s Junior Church on Sunday mornings re-
started. 
 
The church joined the Inclusive Church organisation and registered the premises at Horfield for the 
solemnisation of marriages of same-sex couples.  

The church was awarded a bronze and then silver level from the A Rocha Eco Church scheme. This scheme 
is the UK’s award scheme for churches wanting to demonstrate that the gospel is good news for God’s 
earth. Among other activities and as part of the award the church offsets its emissions annually, has set up 
a drop off zone for printer cartridges at church, has arranged themed fund-raising events for eco projects 
and ensured that the environment and the climate crisis have been the focus for church services. 

Unexpected property repair/replacement arose at Horfield with urgent repairs required to stained glass and 
the replacement of the boiler upstairs. Maintaining an ageing building after many years of basic repairs only 
is likely to continue to bring challenging decisions about prioritising expenditure. 
 
The church has updated its Mission Statement and has developed an accompanying action plan for the next 
couple of years, 
 
Rev Patrick Stonehewer 
on behalf of the Managing Trustees, 8 February 2023 










