
Horfield Methodist Church Annual Report: September 2020 - August 2021 
 
Context 
Horfield Methodist Church is part of the Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit, which includes 
forty churches across both local authority areas, led by a Superintendent Minister. This circuit is one 
of nine in the Bristol Methodist District, which also covers most of Gloucestershire and part of both 
Wiltshire and Somerset. 
 
The minister appointed to Horfield has oversight of four other Methodist churches in the Circuit as 
well as Horfield, so about seventy percent of our acts of worship are led by one of his ordained 
colleagues or by a Methodist Local (lay) Preacher. We acknowledge the contribution that each of 
them makes to our core activity of Christian worship. 
 
The Church registered as a charity on 20 October 2020 so this is the first annual report. 
 
Year under review 
The year will be remembered against the background of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The life and 
witness of Horfield Methodist Church were not immune from the difficulties and challenges faced 
by individuals and organisations alike. 
 
Face-to-face church activities had stopped earlier in March 2020, when the UK's first period of lock 
down began.  Alternative arrangements for church worship were put in place, focussed initially on a 
short, pre-recorded service available on YouTube.  This was supplemented by weekly online 
gatherings for church members and others, weekly distribution of the church newsletter 
(electronically where possible) and an emphasis on keeping in touch with those who were 
vulnerable and without electronic communication. 
 
When restrictions relaxed, a thorough risk assessment was prepared and implemented before in-
person church activities restarted.  This allowed worship to take place in the church building, for a 
period in autumn 2020, supplemented by the use of Zoom to allow remote attendance, in turn this 
facilitated fully online worship during a second period of lock-down.  More recently, we have 
continued to offer hybrid worship, in-person and online together, and plan to continue to do so for 
the foreseeable future.  Sunday morning Junior Church was available to children and their parents 
via Zoom. Other church activities which rely on in-person attendance were impacted but we were 
able to continue Messy Church by offering some online material and by delivering individual packs 
to families and others.   
 
Several community-led groups hire our premises regularly.  Some of these were able to return 
during the late spring and summer of 2020, having implemented their own risk assessments to 
complement those put in place for the building as a whole.  Income from these, and other lettings, 
was the significant cause of a drop in income for the year under review.  The full financial statement 
accompanies this report. 
 
Discussions were held during the year with a nearby Methodist Church (Bishopston) about the 
possibility of that church merging with Horfield, but maintaining a presence on two sites.  That took 
place from 1 September 2021, so next year’s report will include Bishopston’s activities too as we 
are working on the basis that we are one church on two sites. Representatives from Bishopston have 
been included as trustees since 1 September. 
 
 
Rev Patrick Stonehewer 
on behalf of the Managing Trustees, 3 February 2022 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 




