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Our motto text for the year was: 
“For me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21) 
 
We reflect that amidst the massive political and economic changes in the 
nation, we have also seen much spiritual and ethical decline. Also, both as
individuals and as a church we have seen finances being stretched. 
Towards the end of the year our Pastor began a series of sermons from 
the book of Revelation, where we are confronted with realities beyond 
what our usual five senses can perceive. 

Membership and leadership

We give God thanks for the addition of a new member and for the ways 
that they contribute to the life of the church. However, the church 
effectively lost ten other members, mainly through relocation. Some of 
these fulfilled important roles in the life of the church and will be greatly 
missed. In particular the church does not currently have a musician to 
accompany hymn singing.

The church also lost the services of its deacon for part of the year. He 
stepped down after many years of faithful service because he found the 
responsibility tiring. The church is very grateful for his past service, and 
equally grateful that after prayerful consideration, he was willing to take 
on the responsibility again some months later. 

The role of treasurer was taken on by another church member, under the 
mentorship and guidance of the former treasurer.

As noted in previous years, the Trustees note that the age profile of the 
church’s membership continues to increase and the church needs to see 
conversions and additions to membership for the future. It is the 
conviction both of the Trustees and of church members that these needs 
are beyond our control, and we need to seek God to intervene for the 
needs to be met.

However, attendance at Sunday services continues to be encouraging, 
and we are thankful that the Sunday evening service continues to be 
supported at a time when many churches find it non-viable to hold one. 

Attendance at prayer meetings continues to be good. The Trustees are 
thankful for the provision of Zoom, that makes it possible for members 
unable to attend Sunday services and midweek prayer meetings in person
still to benefit.



The Trustees and church members are grateful to God for his financial 
provision despite the loss of members alluded to above.

A number of non-members have attended Sunday services regularly. 

The church’s mission to the community

One of the main aims of the church is to make known to the community 
(both immediately surrounding the church and in the city as a whole) the 
good news of God’s love through Jesus Christ. The Trustees and members 
are convinced that God alone is able to convert people to faith in his Son, 
Jesus Christ; however, we are equally convinced that it is our duty to 
proclaim to others the message of God’s love, in whatever ways and 
through whatever means we can. 

Two discussion evenings about how to achieve this were held, and a 
strategy decided upon. The weekly children’s club is not viable because of
a shortage of helpers, but a monthly family night is being organised to 
take its place, open both to children and adult family members. 

A “Warm Hub” was set up, aiming to provide anyone in the community to 
come into the building on Wednesday mornings to avoid having to heat 
their own homes and to enjoy free refreshments and a chat. A number of 
people from the community attended, and church members who attended
also found it helpful to get to know each other better.

A Week of Evangelism was held in the autumn, assisted by a visiting 
church pastor. Open-air meetings were profitable, with a number of 
passers-by listening and being willing to engage in conversation about 
what was being explained. A training session about sharing our faith was 
also held.

The church held regular open-air meetings in the city centre, again with 
profitable conversations being had about the message that was being 
declared, and with gospel tracts being distributed.

The church’s website continues to be well used, and some people have 
begun to attend services as a result of visiting the website.

In conclusion, the Trustees and members are very thankful to God for 
preserving the church and for providing for its needs. The spiritual nature 
of our aims means that we cannot achieve them by our own efforts and 
skill, but we continue to look to God to lead us forward.








