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Last year I noted that 2023 saw the village hall return to something 
more like business as usual after three years of dealing with the 

pandemic and making major improvements to the hall.  This trend 
continued in 2024, with the hall producing a surplus thanks to 

stable hirer income, a generous donation from the village fete and 
slightly lower expenditure.  

 
Hire income amounted to £11,085 in 2024, a very small increase 

from 2023 (£10,997).  As in 2023, most of this income came from 
regular hires (£9,164, a small decline from £9,229 in 2023).  These 

included  dog training, an art club, yoga and pilates classes, band 
practice, law exams, and meetings of the parish council, the West 

Peckham WI and the West Kent Spiritist Group.  Alongside this, the 
hall continued to be used on a more occasional basis for important 

village events such as Arts and Crafts fairs, the village’s Christmas 

drinks party, and government elections when it serves as a polling 
station.  Overall income rose significantly to £13,265, up from 

£11,337 in 2023.  This was due to a very generous donation of 
£1,400 from the West Peckham Village fete, and increased interest 

income on reserves (up by £490 to £740 in 2024).  
 

Total expenditure for the year fell slightly to £10,242, down slightly 
from £10,353 in 2024.  Ongoing expenditure for the year rose by 

£678 while capital and major improvements expenditure fell by 
£789.  The increase in ongoing expenditure was mainly driven by 

higher electricity costs partially offset by reductions in cleaning 
costs following a change of supplier.  General maintenance and 

repair expenditure was higher (£1,493, up from £853) due to the 
electrical work required, but this was balanced by much reduced 

costs for Fire Equipment maintenance (£262, down from £547) and 

Air Conditioning maintenance (£236, down from £523).  Capital and 
Major Improvements spend was limited in 2024, with replacement 

of some guttering and the installation of an outside tap to facilitate 
gardening amounting to £1,110. 

 
The increase in income and the continued low levels of capital and 

improvement expenditure led to a surplus for the year of £3,023, 
increasing the surplus carried forward to £21,159, in addition to the 

reserve for major expenditure of £10,000.  This means the hall is in 
a good financial position, able to make further improvements and to 

deal with unforeseen maintenance and repairs.   I would like to 
conclude by offering thanks to my fellow trustees for their 

continuing support and their hard work both running and improving 
the hall and by encouraging villagers to make use of the hall.   

 

Matthew Edwards 
Chair 








