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About the Society 
 

The Preston Musical Comedy Society is a Registered Charity, number 1190937. 

The objects of the Society are to educate the public in the dramatic and operatic arts, and to further the 

development of public appreciation and taste in the said arts. 

The Charity was officially registered with The Charity Commission on 19 August 2020 as a Charitable 

Incorporated Organisation in line with the decision made at the final Annual General Meeting of the previous 

charity. 

The Society’s first production was The Desert Song in 1954, and since then it has produced over 100 shows 

and musicals at various theatres in Preston. PMCS prides itself in its professional standards, both on and off 

stage. Many of the Society’s former members are now enjoying successful careers in television, music and 

West End Theatre, and the Society is proud to have played a part in helping them achieve their goal. 

The Society is a member of the National Operatic and Dramatic Association (NODA). 

 

The Executive Committee  
 

The Society is managed by a board of Trustees, elected from the membership at the AGM, known as the 

Executive Committee. The Executive Committee meet on a regular basis throughout the year.       

 

The Trustees for the last 12 months were as below; 

 

Name Appointed Stood Down Notes 

Burns, Liam James 17th Jan 2022 - Vice Chair 
(from 10th Jan 2023) 

Carter, Ruth Elizabeth 17th Jan 2022 - Treasurer 
(from 10th Jan 2023) 

Connor, Patricia Ann 29th Dec 2022 -  

Hemingway, Samuel 
James 

29th Dec 2022 14th Sept 2023 Resigned 

Hodgson, Paula 29th Dec 2022 8th Feb 2023 Resigned 

Howard, Mark 17th Jan 2022 - Chairman 
(from 10th Jan 2023) 

Moss, James 29th Dec 2022 -  

Murray, Declan 29th Dec 2022 - Secretary 

Regan, John Edmund 17th Jan 2022 -  

Sanderson, Christine 17th Jan 2022 -  

Twist, Lauren 15th May 2023 - Co-Opted 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2023 
 

Date 16th October 2023 

Time 19:00 

Venue Preston Musical Comedy Society HQ, 1 Pittman Court, Fulwood, PR2 9ZG 

 

AGENDA 

1) Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

2) Apologies for absence 

3) Minutes of Previous AGM 

4) Trustees Report 

5) Financial Statements 

6) Resolutions for Votes by Members 

7) Resignation of Existing Charity Trustees 

8) Election of Board of Trustees 

9) Any Other Business 

 

Appendix 01  Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Appendix 02 Trustees Report 

Appendix 03 Balance Sheet (Draft) 

Appendix 04 Resolutions for Votes by Members 

Appendix 05.1 Resigning Members of Board of Trustees 

Appendix 05.2 Nominations for Board of Trustees  
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APPENDIX 01 - Minutes of Previous AGM 
 
Meeting commenced at 19:35, 29/12/2022 
 
Members Present 
Dec Murray, Mark Howard, Eleanor Jolliffe, Hannah Bates, Ruth Carter, Liam Burns, Gemma Burns, Luke 
Taberer, Lloyd Bamber, Lauren Twist, Patricia Connor, Christine Sanderson, Janet Radcliffe, Frank Radcliffe, 
Kirsty Chapman, Amy Llewellyn, Lucy Carter, Dave Thomas, Jack Price, Dan Haresnape, Hannah Thurston 
 
Opening Remarks 
Ruth welcomed everyone and thanked those present for attending.  
 
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from: 
Eddie Regan, Jean Regan, James Moss, Samuel Hemingway, Paula Hodgson, Sheena Orchin, Jo Duckworth, 
Steve Hall, Mark Kendall, Catherine Reid, Philip Tomlinson, Gail Carter, Kate Parkes, Katy Makinson 
 
Minutes of Previous AGM 
Minutes were distributed to those present and read. Hannah Thurston pointed out her name was missing 
from the list of members present. Dec to rectify this in the December 2022 Annual Report and Minutes from 
the Jan 2022 AGM. 
 
Proposed: Liam Burns 
Seconded: Janet Radcliffe 
Motion Carried 
 
Trustees Report 
Ruth read out the Trustees Report to the members present. 
 
Proposed: Kirsty Chapman 
Seconded: Hannah Bates 
Motion Carried 
 
Financial Report 
Ruth read out the Financial Report in lieu of Liam being unwell and not having a voice 
 
Proposed: Patricia Connor 
Seconded: Janet Radcliffe 
Motion Carried 
 
Resolutions For Votes by Members 
Resolution A – The resolution was read out by Ruth to those present and agreed by all 
 
Proposed: Ruth Carter 
Seconded: Liam Burns 
Motion Carried 
 
Resolution B – Ruth read out Resolution B, this was agreed by those present 
 
Proposed: Ruth Carter 
Seconded: Dec Murray 
Motion Carried 
 
Appointment of Charity Trustees 
Ruth explained the process of the appointment of Charity Trustees and announced the retirement of 
Patricia Connor, Samuel Hemingway, Paula Hodgson, James Moss, and Declan Murray in line with the 
Constitution of which all were standing for re-election. 
Following the retirement of Trustees, Ruth read out the nominations and as no more than 5 nominations 
were received, all nominated were duly elected. 
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Proposed: Janet Radcliffe 
Seconded: Kirsty Chapman 
Motion Carried 
 
Any Other Business 
Dec read out the final nominations for the NODA awards as the Pantomime nominations were sent out 
during the AGM. The Society have received 19 nominations in total which can be viewed in the news section 
of our website, and with a current maximum of 12 tickets available per society, the Board of Trustees will 
discuss options for the Society. 
 
AGM Closed at 20:25 
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APPENDIX 2 - Trustees Report 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Welcome to the Annual General Meeting of The Preston Musical Comedy Society.  
 
This report, prepared by the trustees, covers the last 12 months of our charity. During the financial year there 
was one production - Mother Goose at The Preston Playhouse. It was a fantastic production and well 
supported by our audiences. Our thanks go to the pantomime production team of Mark Howard (Director), 
Gemma Burns & Hannah Riordan (Choreography) and Dave Thomas (MD). Thanks also to Carol May and her 
junior chorus and the rest of the cast, crew and volunteers both backstage and front of house. We were very 
pleased that The Brian Lawson Award for best Team player was awarded to Lauren Twist for this show.  
 
NODA AWARDS 
We were thrilled to be nominated for 8 NODA awards following our successful performances of Mother 
Goose. We were delighted to receive nominations for Best Female Comedy Performance (Eleanor Jolliffe), 
Best Villain (Hannah Thurston), Best Dame (Dan Haresnape), Best Leading Performance (Jack Price), Best 
Choreographer (Gemma Burns & Hannah Riordan), Best MD (Dave Thomas), Best Director (Mark Howard), 
and Best Pantomime. 
 
In addition we knew nominations for Calendar Girls and Goldilocks but had not received results.  We are 
thrilled to advise that at the Awards Dinner in February 2023, we walked away with the following wins; Best 
Director (Jane Tudor, Calendar Girls), Best Male Comedy (Ronan Pilkington, Calendar Girls), Best 
Choreographer (Gemma Burns & Hannah Riordan, Mother Goose), Best MD (Dave Thomas, Mother Goose), 
and Best Pantomime (Mother Goose). A big well done to everyone who was nominated and those who won. 
 
PMCS SINGERS 
Show Choir re-established its rehearsals on Wednesday evenings and again were heavily involved in the 
Christmas Cavalcade concert at the Playhouse.  Thanks go again to Bruce McLaren for taking up the baton 
for the Choir.  The Choir also decided to amend their name to the Preston Musical Comedy Society (PMCS) 
Singers to try and attract more members. 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES UPDATE 
The news on the Guildhall took some steps forward with the Court Case between the Council and various 
interested parties being resolved.  This clears the way for the Council to action remedial works and start to 
look at the management of the space for the future.  The BoT have expressed an interest in performing again 
formally to the Council but await details from them as to timescales.  This may take a year.  We continue to 
review potential venues 
 
ANNUAL REPORT 
As a User Group for the Playhouse and with a seat on the Board of Trustees the Society continues to support 
our current principal venue.  Ruth represents the Society on the Board and attends regular meetings 
ensuring the Society’s voice is heard.  Dec and Mark continue to represent us on the Playhouse Promotions 
sub-committee and Mark also sits on the Playhouse Marketing group.   
 
Board members and some other Society Members have also supported some events at the Playhouse 
providing Front of House Managers, Stewards and Bar Staff at a variety of events.  Covering these events 
assists in the continuity of the Playhouse.  Once again any member is welcome to be a volunteer and full 
training will be given. 
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Due to the increase costs of banking at Barclays the BoT voted to move to NatWest who offered a charge 
free account plus online banking.  Liam set up the account for the CIO and funds were transferred and 
Barclays account closed. 
 
UPCOMING PRODUCTIONS 
The Trustees agreed to apply for the licence to perform The Addams Family at The Playhouse in July 2024. 
This was following a consultation with the membership.  Auditions should take place in early 2024 and the 
Production Team is currently being arranged. 
Looking forward beyond Addams Family, we will be producing the pantomime Cinderella for our 70th 
anniversary. 
 
The Society is nothing without the members and we offer a heartfelt thank you for performing, assisting with 
make-up, costumes, props, directing, choreographing, singing, Stage Managing, welcoming audience 
members, serving drinks, selling raffle tickets, running tuck shops, handing out leaflets, attending shows and 
being a great support. 
 
Keep up your membership and be involved as we head towards the 70th Anniversary 
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APPENDIX 03 – BALANCE SHEET 
 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE YEAR END 30TH JUNE 2023 
 CORE CHARITY 

ACTIVITY MOTHER GOOSE SINGERS TOTAL 

INCOME 

TICKET SALES - 28,576 - 28,576 
FRONT OF HOUSE 
INCOME - 3,701 - 3,701 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 1,280 - - 1,280 

WEEKLY REHEARSAL 
DONATIONS - 244 819 1,063 

PRODUCTION 
DONATIONS - 260 - 260 

DONATIONS AND 
OTHER INCOME 1,122 61 - 1,183 

APPAREL SALES - 632 - 632 

PRODUCTION RAFFLES - 688 - 688 

TOTAL INCOME 2,402 34,162 819 37,383 

EXPENDITURE 

PRODUCTION COSTS - 20,486 560 21,046 
MARKETING AND 
PUBLICITY 21 355 13 389 

FRONT OF HOUSE 
PURCHASES - 1,919 - 1,919 

APPAREL PURCHASES - 517 - 517 

INSURANCE 926 - - 926 

NODA SUBSCRIPTIONS 150 - - 150 

RENT 2,160 - - 2,160 
REPAIRS, 
MAINTENANCE AND 
CLEANING 

1,389 - - 1,389 

REFRESHMENTS 114 - - 114 

ACCOUNTANCY 1,020 - - 1,020 

BANK AND CARD FEES 131 82 8 221 
DEPRECIATION OF 
EQUIPMENT 276 - - 276 

PRIOR YEAR 
ADJUSTMENTS 430 - - 430 

MISCELLANEOUS 
EXPENSES 616 436 22 1,074 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 7,233 23,795 603 31,631 

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (4,831) 10,367 216 5,752 

RESERVES BROUGHT FORWARD 1ST JULY 2022 34,247 

TOTAL RESERVES AS AT 30TH JUNE 2023 39,999 
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APPENDIX 04 – RESOLUTIONS FOR VOTE BY MEMBERS 
 
 
RESOLUTION REF A 

RESOLUTION 

To appoint the financial accountant for The Preston Musical Comedy Society 
for the upcoming year. 
 
The Board of Trustees wish to select McDade Roberts as the accountants for 
this year following commencing using their services at the last AGM 

PROPOSED Liam Burns 

SECONDED Eddie Regan 

 
RESOLUTION REF B 

RESOLUTION To appoint Angela Vodden Associates as the Hon. Solicitors for the Upcoming 
Year 

PROPOSED Mark Howard 

SECONDED Dec Murray 
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APPENDIX 05.1 – RESIGNING MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
The Preston Musical Comedy Society Constitution states the following: 

 

12. Appointment of Charity Trustees    
(2) At every subsequent annual general meeting of the members of the CIO, half of the charity 

trustees shall retire from office. If the number of charity trustees is not three or a multiple of 

five, then the number nearest to five shall retire from office, but if there is only one charity 

trustee, he or she shall retire;  

 
As such the following trustees will resign: 
 

NAME APPOINTED RESIGNED NOTES 

Burns, Liam 17th Jan 2022 16th October 2023 Vice Chair 

Carter, Ruth 17th Jan 2022 16th October 2023 Treasurer 

Howard, Mark 17th Jan 2022 16th October 2023 Chair 

Regan, John Edmund 17th Jan 2022 16th October 2023  

Sanderson, Christine 17th Jan 2022 16th October 2023  

Twist, Lauren 15th May 2023 16th October 2023  

 
Following the resignation of the above Trustees, the remaining Trustees are: 
 

NAME APPOINTED RESIGNED NOTES 

Connor, Patricia 29th Dec 2022 -  

Moss, James 29th Dec 2022 -  

Murray, Declan 29th Dec 2022 - Secretary 
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APPENDIX 05.2 – ELECTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
The following individuals are standing for appointment/reappointment to The Board of Trustees. 
 
The Preston Musical Comedy Society Constitution states that there may be a maximum of 10 Charity 
Trustees at any one time. 
 
Nominations were received from the following individuals: 
 

NAME NOTES COUNT 

Burns, Liam  1 

Carter, Ruth  2 

Howard, Mark  3 

Regan, John Edmund  4 

Riordan, Hannah  5 

Sanderson, Christine  6 

Twist, Lauren  7 

 










































































