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Another challenging year both for Ethiopia and our project in the troubled area of Amhara in 
northern Ethiopia. However, despite very challenging condiƟons, it gives BFE parƟcular pride to 
report that the school remained open and delivered ever-improving outcomes for a growing number 
of children despite all the surrounding issues. The school was only one of 11% of schools that were 
able to remain open. Huge credit goes to the staff; the families; the educaƟon authoriƟes and our 
partner charity, Together We Learn on the ground in Ethiopia for achieving this. 

The ongoing, albeit reducing, civil war tensions; the weather-related destrucƟon of agricultural 
outputs have impacted on the people of the area in close proximity to the school. Although the 
country’s overall economy conƟnues to do well compared to other African states, the northern 
regions have not benefiƩed greatly. InflaƟon conƟnues at over 40% and some materials are in short 
supply locally. The UK Government conƟnues to advise against travel to the area around the school. 
Although the Ethiopian Government’s change to monetary policy in late July 2024 created an 
effecƟve devaluaƟon of the Birr, whereby funds raised in GBP can purchase more locally, the 
prospects for further building remain challenging. 

These condiƟons have not been conducive to further investment by BFE despite the need for 
addiƟonal classroom space growing. The success of the school at retaining pupils into later years and 
at aƩracƟng new pupils means the urgency is clear. However, during the reporƟng year of 2023/24, 
the condiƟons were not appropriate to re-commence our fundraising drive. This is to conƟnue the 
school’s progress toward the goal of a complete, model school that can demonstrate the advantages 
to all children, especially girls. In addiƟon, to both locally and regionally enhance educaƟon and 
community involvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  






