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How the Preschool Met Its Charitable Aims

During the 2020–2021 year the Preschool continued to provide early 
years education and care in exceptionally challenging circumstances 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite national restrictions and 
uncertainty, the setting remained open to support the children of key 
workers and vulnerable families, ensuring continuity of care and 
education at a time when stability was crucial.

The Preschool’s charitable aim — to advance the education and 
development of children in a safe, nurturing early years environment — 
remained at the heart of all decision making. Staff worked tirelessly to 
balance high-quality learning experiences with rigorous health and safety
procedures.

The staff team consisted of Maxine, Annette, Chloe, Christine and Emily,
who demonstrated dedication, flexibility and professionalism throughout 
the year. Their commitment ensured that children attending sessions 
continued to access a broad curriculum in line with the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS), while adapting practice to meet COVID safety
guidance. This included enhanced hygiene routines, smaller group 
working, and adjustments to daily routines to minimise risk while 
maintaining emotional security for the children.

Children’s emotional wellbeing was a particular focus. Many children 
experienced disruption, and staff prioritised secure attachments, routine, 
and opportunities for play-based learning to support confidence, 
communication and social development.

The Committee this year included Sarah and Charlotte, who continued to
oversee the governance of the Preschool during a difficult period. The 
committee supported staff with decision-making around risk 
assessments, operational procedures and financial sustainability.

Impact of COVID-19

The pandemic significantly affected normal Preschool operations:



 Attendance numbers fluctuated due to national lockdowns and 
isolation requirements

 Fundraising opportunities were extremely limited

 Parent engagement events could not take place in the usual way

 Additional cleaning and hygiene measures were required

Despite these challenges, the Preschool remained committed to 
supporting families who needed provision most. Communication with 
parents was maintained through regular updates, and staff worked 
closely with families to provide reassurance and continuity.

Learning and Development

Children who attended continued to be supported across all areas of 
learning, with particular focus on:

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development

 Communication and Language

 Physical Development through active play

Staff adapted the environment and resources to ensure learning 
remained engaging while also being safe and manageable under COVID
guidance.

Fundraising

Due to restrictions, fundraising activities were minimal during this year. 
The committee and staff focused instead on maintaining financial 
stability and ensuring essential resources were available. The Preschool 
remained grateful for any small donations and ongoing family support 
during this uncertain time.

Looking Forward

As restrictions began to ease toward the end of the reporting period, the 
Preschool looked ahead to rebuilding community events, strengthening 
parent partnerships, and continuing to provide a high-quality early years 
experience for all children.



The Trustees would like to thank the staff team for their resilience, care 
and commitment during one of the most challenging years the Preschool
has faced. Their work ensured children remained safe, supported and 
able to continue learning.








