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The Trustees:

Sally Thomas Brown — Joint Chairman

Chris Hedges — Secretary and Logistics Manager

Asiza Tait — Treasurer and Operations Manager

Anne Lamacraft — Joint Chairman and Safeguarding Officer

Our Objectives: To be a safety net to families in the Forest of Dean who are
experiencing financial crisis. We provide needed baby essentials, including many
different types of baby related equipment to families that need our help. We also help
provide good quality second-hand clothes to families, from size premature baby all
the way to 14-year-old children. Each year we help families obtain uniform for a
range of primary and secondary schools in the Forest of Dean.

Our Core Beliefs: The Forest of Dean Baby Bank believes that no child, individual, or
family should be excluded from the charity’s activities on the grounds of age, gender,
health or disability, pregnancy, maternity, sexuality, class, family status, means,
ability, colour, ethnic origin, culture, religion, or belief. We aim to ensure that all who
wish to work in, or volunteer to help with, our charity should have an equal chance to
do so. We aim to create effective partnerships within all parts of our community,
including schools, GP surgeries, children’s centres, health visitors, midwives and
social care to provide services that are accessible according to need.

How we accomplish our objectives: We have eight volunteers who assist with sorting
our donations, packing parcels and delivering parcels when necessary. We have no
paid employees, all our activities are run and managed by volunteers. We do
recompense our volunteers for mileage when they do deliveries.

The organisation does not undertake activities with children in the absence of their
parents/carers but could observe the young person’s/children’s welfare within their
family setting. Parents/carers remain responsible for their children’s welfare
throughout all the work that we undertake to support them.

There is clear hierarchy where volunteers are encouraged to use their initiative and
feel supported in their role. Our volunteers are a precious resource and without them
we would not be able to provide the help that we do.
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The Year 2024 in Review

Over this year we have received grants from Forest of Dean District Council, Save
the Children, Arnold Clark, FEED, National Lottery and the GMCA

We used the FEED grant to supplement our expense of buying formula for families.
In 2024 we spent £717.16 on formula, a small decrease from last year.

The Forest of Dean District Council entrusted us again with Household Support
Funding. This grant was only for the July-September period. We distributed the food
grant component via Tesco Corporate Gift cards as we did last year.

We spent over £9000 on buying school uniform for families. This increase is mainly
due to assisting far more families to be able to afford secondary school uniform as
there is several uniform items that are mandatory and can only be purchased from
the Secondary School’s stipulated supplier.

Over 2020 we provided 272 parcels, 2021 we provided 409, 2022 we provided 573,
2023 we provided 1057, this year the total is 1283. Demand is only increasing in a
historically deprived area.

Self- Professional | Children Families Bundles
Referred Referral Helped Helped
January 84 80 357 156 73
February 97 28 277 60 61
March 89 56 281 80 58
April 21 12 43 33 49
May 32 45 89 62 105
June 31 68 113 88 106
July 99 69 330 150 177
August 80 57 306 81 164
September 99 57 270 85 121
October 24 27 78 38 98
November 74 17 165 62 164
December 43 32 118 59 107
773 548 2427 954 1283
Baby Bundles 393
Clothes Bundles 699
School Uniform
Bundles 191
1283
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Families helped versus bundles given out.

Families Helped vs Bundles given out
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Yours Sincerely

The Trustees
Forest of Dean Baby Bank
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