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The Trustees:

Sally Thomas Brown — Chairman

Chris Hedges - Secretary

Asiza Tait — Treasurer and deputy manager
Elkie Lonnkvist

Manager — Nikkie Trattles

Our Objectives: To be a safety net to families in the Forest of Dean who are
experiencing financial crisis. We provide needed baby essentials, including many
different types of baby related equipment to families that need our help. We also help
provide good quality second-hand clothes to families, from size premature baby all
the way to 14-year-old children. Each year we help families obtain uniform for a
range of primary and secondary schools in the Forest of Dean.

Our Core Beliefs: The Forest of Dean Baby Bank believes that no child, individual, or
family should be excluded from the charity’s activities on the grounds of age, gender,
health or disability, pregnancy, maternity, sexuality, class, family status, means,
ability, colour, ethnic origin, culture, religion, or belief. We aim to ensure that all who
wish to work in, or volunteer to help with, our charity should have an equal chance to
do so. We aim to create effective partnerships within all parts of our community,
including schools, GP surgeries, children’s centres, health visitors, midwives and
social care to provide services that are accessible according to need.

How we accomplish our objectives: We have four volunteers who assist with sorting
our donations, packing parcels and delivering parcels when necessary. We have no
paid employees, all our activities are run and managed by volunteers. We do
recompense our volunteers for mileage when they do deliveries.

The organisation does not undertake activities with children in the absence of their
parents/carers but could observe the young person’s/children’s welfare within their
family setting. Parents/carers remain responsible for their children’s welfare
throughout all the work that we undertake to support them.

There is clear hierarchy where volunteers are encouraged to use their initiative and
feel supported in their role. Our volunteers are a precious resource and without them
we would not be able to provide the help that we do.
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The 2022 in Review

Over this year we have received the following grants.

Arnold Clark £1750

Tesco Groundwork £1000

Forest of Dean District Council £37 500 (£9000 allocated to the 2023 year)
Rotary Club £600 (restricted for electricity costs)

Severn Dean Lions £300

The Forest of Dean District Council entrusted us with large amounts of Household
Support Funding. These funds were restricted and had to spent according to an
agreed criteria and time frame. The Forest Baby Bank rose to the challenge and
used these funds to help hundreds of families over the current cost of living crisis.

The challenge we faced was helping families firstly was with utilities and then
groceries, something we hadn’t done before, and we needed to learn and grow to
meet the need. We partnered up with a local church to be a contact point for families
to access help with utilities, we distributed £7942.26 helping families to endure the
enormous rise in cost of electricity and gas. We decided the most efficient way to
assist families to be able to purchase the grocery items they need is to supply
grocery vouchers, we chose Tesco Corporate Cards for this endeavour and
distributed £10209.49.

During July and August of 2022, we helped families with school uniform. When our
donated stock was not sufficient, we purchased £3035.89 of school uniform. In
addition, families relied on us to help them endure the winter, warm clothes were in
great demand, and we purchased items when we didn’t have the donated stock, we
spent £2423.38 on warm pjs, slippers, dressing gowns, coats, boots, and other warm
clothes. We spent £451.38 purchasing duvets, blankets and other bedding for
families.

Over 2020 we provided 272 parcels, 2021 we provided 409, this year we have
provided 573. It is clear how the need in our community is only increasing and the
cost-of-living crisis is only making things more difficult for our families.
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2022 Self- Referred | Families | Bundles
Referred Helped
January 32 27 59 65
February 20 23 43 36
March 49 19 68 46
April 20 14 34 29
May 6 9 15 19
June 21 11 32 45
July 15 10 25 24
August 45 41 86 93
September 32 37 69 43
October 25 3 28 53
November 28 12 40 57
December 54 18 72 63
347 224 571 573

Baby 140
Parcels
Clothing bundles 31
School uniform bundles | 122

573

Families Helped per month vs Bundles per month
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Yours Sincerely

The Trustees
Forest of Dean Baby Bank
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