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The Trustees: 
Sally Thomas Brown – Chairman 
Chris Hedges - Secretary 
Asiza Tait – Treasurer 
 
Manager – Nikkie Trattles 
 
We have two volunteers who assist with sorting our donations, packing parcels 
and delivering parcels when necessary. We have no paid employees, all our 
activities are run and managed by volunteers. We do recompense our 
volunteers for mileage when they do deliveries.  
 
Our objectives are to be a safety net to families in the Forest of Dean who are 
experiencing financial crisis. We provide needed baby essentials, including 
many different types of baby related equipment to families that need our help. 
We also help provide good quality second-hand clothes to families, from size 
premature baby all the way to 14-year-old children. Each year we help families 
obtain uniform for a range of primary and secondary schools in the Forest of 
Dean.  
 
The Forest of Dean Baby Bank believes that no child, individual, or family 
should be excluded from the charity’s activities on the grounds of age, gender, 
health or disability, pregnancy, maternity, sexuality, class, family status, 
means, ability, colour, ethnic origin, culture, religion, or belief. We aim to 
ensure that all who wish to work in, or volunteer to help with, our charity 
should have an equal chance to do so. We aim to create effective partnerships 
within all parts of our community, including schools, GP surgeries, children’s 
centres, health visitors, midwives and social care to provide services that are 
accessible according to need.  
 
The organisation does not undertake activities with children in the absence of 
their parents/carers but could observe the young person’s/children’s welfare 
within their family setting. Parents/carers remain responsible for their 
children’s welfare throughout all the work that we undertake to support them. 
 
There is clear hierarchy where volunteers are encouraged to use their initiative 
and feel supported in their role. Our volunteers are a precious resource and 
without them we would not be able to provide the help that we do.  
Over the last year we faced the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic. We have 
continued to accept self-referrals in order to make access to help as straight 
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forward as possible. We still operate a phone line to access help, as well as our 
website, Facebook page and email. After our successful partnership with the 
FoodBank, we are now making our own deliveries. 
 
We trialled mailing our baby clothes to parents further afield than the Forest of 
Dean. The initiative was met with modest success and even though we still 
offer this option we have not had any further requests for baby clothes in this 
fashion.  
 
In 2021 we received three grants. The Entertainer awarded us £1000, the June 
Payver Trust £3000 and the Forest of Dean District Council awarded us £3000 
with their Community Support Fund.  
 
With their support we have been able to replenish our stocks of nappies, wipes 
and toiletries as well as continue to purchase underwear and vests and clothes 
when we didn’t have the needed items in our stocks of donated clothes. We 
were also able to buy highchairs and stairgates for families when we didn’t 
have these items in stock. We also opened and set up our own website in 
order to reach more people who do not use Facebook. During the 2021 year 
we spent £6434.17 on supporting our families, £43.20 was spent on our 
website, and the balance was used to supplement our repairs and 
maintenance costs as we needed to upgrade our storage to meet increased 
demand.  
 
Over 2021 we provided 409 parcels which is a huge increase over last year’s 
272. We continue to see a rise in need for our help and have used the grants 
given to us to ensure we can meet the need.  
 
We have also added an additional measurement of showing how many families 
we have helped over the year, which is 222. Of those families 181 were self-
referrers, the balance being referred to us by our legion of referral partners 
around the Forest.  

2021 Bundles Families helped 
Self-

referred Referred 

January 25 16 14 2 

February  20 10 5 5 

March 35 19 16 3 

April 10 8 4 4 

May  40 19 15 4 

June 46 23 20 3 

July 64 33 30 3 
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August 35 27 27 0 

September 60 28 24 4 

October 28 13 11 2 

November 21 14 10 4 

December 25 12 5 7 

          
Totals 409 222 181 41 

     

Baby parcels 
 

109    
Clothing parcels 206    
School uniform bundles 70    
Postal Parcels 24    

 409    
 

     

     

     

 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
The Trustees 
Forest of Dean Baby Bank 
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