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r  r  Cha ity Pu poses

 r    R  r    ddr   d    rr d  The pu pose of the A C P oject is to a ess the nee s of newly a ive asylum
r  d r  R   r   r      seeke s an efugees (AS& ) in Blackbu n, who a e one of the most

d d d r    r    d r . r   D r  isa vantage g oups in this a ea of high ep ivation Blackbu n with a wen
D      d r  r   .  R  r  r    (Bw ) became a Home Ofce ispe sal a ea in 2004 The A C P oject, un by the

M d  r  r d d   d r    r     etho ist Chu ch espon e to this nee f om 2004 until Ap il 2020 when the
 r d d d  r  R  r   r d d  newly fo me in epen ent cha ity, A C Blackbu n, was fo me an now

  r .continues this wo k

 d   d    r      Joint Nee s Assessment i entifes that the Bo ough has high levels of
d r    r  d     ep ivation, low skills, poo health an signifcant economic inactivity afecting

       d  r  r  r  the life of its communities; this is challenge by auste ity, gove nment welfa e
  r   d  r    policy changes, inc easing unemployment an an inc easingly Home Ofce

 r .  r  d R R      'hostile envi onment' Asylum Seeke s an efugees(AS& ) fall into the above
r   d r    rr      r  catego ies of ep ivation when they a ive with nothing, mostly no o little
   r  d   d   r    English language skills, poo physical an mental health ue to t auma of feeing

r r  d    r d  r .   thei count y an many have no ecognise qualifcations o skills Even highly
d R    r  d r  d r  r   qualife AS& such as civil enginee s, octo s an teache s a e highly

d d d d r r  r  r   r d.    isa vantage an sufe g eat st ess f om being up oote They face long
r d    d   d r    r r  d r  pe io s of unemployment ue to isc imination in the labou ma ket an /o the

d  r    d  r   r r  d nee to imp ove English language an the p ocess of e-t aining an
   r d     r r    d r .qualifcations not being ecognise , often having to eso t to low skille wo k

R  r  A C Blackbu n   d  d r  r     d    is well place to elive this p oject as it is locate in Wesley Hall
M d  r      r   r  d    etho ist Chu ch which is in the cent e of Blackbu n an which has excellent

 d  r r   R  r  r . r   space an facilities fo unning the A C Blackbu n cha ity Th ough local
 d r   R  r     r r   d r  community an chu ch links A C Blackbu n is able to ec uit the consi e able

r r r  d d  r   r . M   d r  voluntee esou ces nee e to suppo t the p oject any staf an voluntee s
r   d r  r   r r  r d  r   b ing skills an expe ience f om a p ofessional/volunta y backg oun of wo k in

r  d    r  d r . R  pasto al/counselling, e ucation, health, social se vices an cha ities A C
r      r    d  r  d d Blackbu n, being in the town cent e, is well place to netwo k an buil

   r   d  r     meaningful links with othe key faith an community o ganisations as well as
 r  r    d  d  d   with nea by Blackbu n College, legal bo ies an health an local council

r .     R  r  r   r   d  r   se vices This is vital as A C se vice use s come f om a wi e ange of
r d  d   r d  d .backg oun s an faiths with multi-laye e social nee s

R  r    r rd d     r  d   A C Blackbu n is highly ega e nationally, both by the Gove nment an by the
M d  r  d r r  d r   r  d  d r  etho ist Chu ch hea qua te s an egionally by seve al foun ations an t usts

   r  r   d    r  d r    as a fagship p oject se ving the nee s of asylum seeke s an efugees which is
d r d    d  r    d . emonst ate by the ongoing fun ing suppo t by these bo ies

  r   d   rr    rWhat the cha ity has one to ca y out those pu poses

R  r      d    d   d   R  A C casewo k ofce is open 3 ays a week an meets the nee s of AS& by



r d   d r    r      rr  p ovi ing help an suppo t at a c itical moment, especially when they a ive,
r   r  d d . r  d d th ough both eme gency an planne appointments Thei basic foo an

r r   d  r   r       tempo a y housing nee s a e met th ough the Home Ofce National Asylum
r  r  . r r  r      d  Suppo t Se vice (NASS) Howeve the e a e continually vital issues which nee to

 r  r d  d    r      be u gently esolve ; accommo ation is often p oblematic with issues such as
d  r r d  d  r    .  R  amp, boile b eak own, ina equate fu nishing, kitchen equipment etc A C

r    R  r r   d   casewo k involves assisting AS& to egiste with GPs an make appointments,
d r     r      r fn solicito s to help with thei asylum appeals, facilitate school placement fo
dr     r d   d      chil en as well as p ovi ing links an signposting to the many community

r  d r     r d d  d . R   o ganisations an se vices vital to meeting thei in ivi ual nee s A C also
r d  r r  r  d r   r  r  r   p ovi es inte p eting suppo t an f ee language lea ning suppo t th ough the

   d   . dd  r r  r    d  English Club two ays a week A itionally, lea ne s a e taken on e ucational
r   r  r r   d dr .    Dr  t ips to Blackbu n’s lib a y, museum an cathe al The weekly social op-in

 ddr      d       session a esses the issue of loneliness an social isolation as well as helping
 d  r   r d     r r  d r  to buil a st ong community p ovi ing a social space, ef eshments an spo ts

 d r r  r  d  r r r     r  activities an ec eational t ips, inclu ing egula t ips as guests to Blackbu n
R r  . r  r  d r    Dr   ove s matches Othe local o ganisations an se vices access the op-in to

  r  r    r d   R.  r  r  initiate the va ious suppo t they can p ovi e to AS& The t ansition f om Asylum
r  R      r    r  r  r d.  Seeke to efugee status with 'leave to emain' is a ve y vulne able pe io NASS

  d r     r  r d  d d payments cease an mainst eam benefts such as Unive sal C e it an Chil
 d     r r     d . R   Beneft o not kick in fo seve al weeks, leaving people estitute A C assists

r    r  r     d .efugees to apply fo housing afte notice to quit NASS accommo ation

   r     r  d    . Single young men a e often in the poo est accommo ation such as hostels They
 r r  r       r r r r  become pa ticula ly vulne able to loneliness, being the victim o pe pet ato of

r  d r        d  c ime an /o succumbing to negative societal infuences which can lea to
dd   r  d r d . R  Dr  d    a iction, fnancial t oubles an /o estitution A C op-in an Youth Club have

   ddr   . M    R   r M   been vital in a essing this situation any speak of A C as thei FA ILY-a place
r     d d  r d d  r d d d d r   whe e they feel safe, inclu e , bef ien e , suppo te an value an whe e they
 r   r r   r  r .can suppo t each othe th ough also voluntee ing thei time

    r   R    R   r d We have many case sto ies of AS& which highlight how A C has suppo te
 d r   r r  r d   d     r   clients; u ing this epo ting pe io , a Su anese woman 8 months p egnant with

 d r d  r d r  rr d  r      r    a istu be 2 y ol gi l a ive in Blackbu n as an asylum seeke with no family
 r d r      r  d r    connections, t aumatise f om leaving family to fee f om ange , with little

 d  d       . R  d  d r  English an no i ea about how to get any help A C imme iately helpe he to
r r    d  r  d d  r r  egiste with a GP an ante-natal ca e, photocopie ocuments fo he asylum

 rr d r r r r  r   d r application, a ange fo inte p ete s fo all appointments, signposte fo
    r  d  d d  r d r  housing, baby equipment, gave eme gency foo when nee e , en olle he in

  d r d d r  r     Dr     English class an int o uce he to othe s at the social op-in which meets on
d . R  d r  d  r   r   r   Tues ays A C helpe he , (an many othe s like he ), to ove come the

d    r   r        estitution 'gap' whilst t ansitioning to efugee status by acting in a timely
r   r    r  d d . manne to help he quickly access income suppo t an chil benefts

  rr    r d r     r r  Given the cu ent situation of inc ease numbe s of people feeing wa to n
r     r  r d   r r. R r  count ies, we expect to suppo t a oun 900 cases pe yea AS& ave age

  r r  r  d  r d .  r    monthly actions fo casewo k we e maintaine at a oun 80 We wo k with an
d d  r  r d  r  r d   r  r r  in ivi ual o family epeate ly ove a pe io which usually st etches ove seve al

r .  r   r   r     r d  yea s Case wo k sessions ave age 1 hou but complex issues often elate to
r  r d  d   r r  r  r    rUnive sal C e it an housing can equi e ove 2 hou s especially with inc easingly

   ..       d d  long waits by telephone By continuing English classes/club, in both in ivi ual
d r        r    r  an g oup sessions, we anticipate, that though few a e likely to secu e



r   d    d     r  pe manent employment ue to language an competition in the job ma ket,
r     r r  r  rr     r . mo e clients will obtain tempo a y wo k (cu ently 90 English Club pa ticipants)

dCovi

r   r r  r d R  r    r  d  Th oughout this epo ting pe io A C Blackbu n has been g eatly challenge by
 r  r       r  r   d r  keeping se vices unning in a way that kept se vice use s, staf an voluntee s

    r . safe whilst maintaining vital suppo t

D r   d  r d   r d r  r  r   d  u ing the lock own pe io s we ofe e vi tual casewo k suppo t an social
r  r   d .   r  r      inte action th ough phone an Whatsapp We met se vice use s face to face only

 r   d  d   r.  d  r d  in eme gency situations an with scale back staf cove Post lock own pe io s
 r   r  r   d   d  d when mo e people we e ente ing the buil ing, we implemente extensive Covi

 r  d  r  r  . D r  d    safe measu es base on ca eful isk assessment u ing lock owns the English
 d      r  d r   r . Club continue on-line using zoom in th ee ife ent level g oups

r    d d    dr   r rd d   Unfo tunately the highly atten e weekly social op-in was ega e as too high
r  r    d.    r d  r  r  d isk fo infection so was cancelle This was a pe io of g eat st ess an

 r r r . R   d r  r d r d   loneliness fo ou benefcia ies A C staf an voluntee s allie a oun to make
r r       d      r  egula ‘well-being calls’ to keep in touch an be able to assess any u gent

d . R r d    d  r   nee s egula ‘Covi safe’ health messages an vaccination info mation was
   . sent out by Whatsapp

D r   d  r d  R  r    d r  d r   u ing the lock own pe io s A C an a weekly foo pa cel ist ibution both
d   r  d  d   d r  r  d d d   outsi e the cha ity buil ing an also home elive y fo families an in ivi uals in

d r  d.espe ate nee

r  R  d dCha ity egulation an Gui ance

R  r  r         r   A C Blackbu n T ustees have been meeting at least monthly to ensu e smooth
 d r    r . D  r  d    management an ove sight of the cha ity ecisions a e ma e taking full account

 d  r rd  r  r   d r    of an with ega to cha ities egulation (2008) an Cha ity Commission Public
 d .  r  r  r    d  r d d   rBeneft Gui ance All t ustees a e awa e of the gui ance p ovi e by the cha ities

r    d rr   r d   rd   .   egulation statement 2008 an ca y out thei uties in acco ance with this All
 r  r d d r  d. actions a e app ove an ca efully minute



Accounts for the year ending 31 August 2020

Income

Donations 5009

Grants

Dept Communities & Local Government Controlling 

Immigration Fund 21161

National Methodist Connection 20000

Lancashire Methodist District 11000

West Pennine Moors Methodist Circuit 10229

Clitheroe Parish Church 2150

Duchy of Lancaster 2000

Lancashire Community Foundation 5000

Tinta Appeal * 760

77309

Expenses

Telephone 1870

Petty Cash 900

Rent 6648

Stationary 751

Sundries 2575

Insurance 595

Salaries 69376

82715 -5406

Bank balance B/fwd 20110

Bank Balance 31 August 2020 14704

Tinta Appeal *

This is a public appeal to cover legal expenses in 

challenging a decision by the Home Office to refuse 

asylum for Tinta who has been a much valued member of 

our ARCB family for several years - total raised as at 31 

October 2020 - £8950

Auditors certificate for these accounts is held

ASYLUM AND REFUGEE COMMUNITY, BLACKBURN
















