
The year started with us finalising the drainage scheme with the local authority and then 
waiting for the build date from Canvas, who have designed the skate park.  

It became obvious that, due to inflation and the amount of time it has taken to get to the 
point where we can build, because of the standard of the soil, and because of the huge 
cost of the drainage scheme, that we were not going to be able to build the skate park 
that was originally designed and signed off by the community. Although we were very 
disappointed we had no choice and we knew that we would still have a skate park that 
users would enjoy. However there was some negative feedback about what we had lost 
and we decided that once finished we would then continue fundraising to get the bowl.  

After many delays and missed start dates, Canvas finally started work in July. We had 
started to fear we would lose some funding due to the delays but all funders stuck with 
us.  

We held skateboarding lessons for younger children over the summer to build up 
awareness of the build work.  

The Skate Park was built and signed off by ROSPA and operational by early September 
and we held an opening event with local MSs and MP and councillors and lots of users 
in October. The event was great, but it was again obvious that users were disappointed 
at the loss of the bowl. So we said we would start the ball rolling to get the bowl that was 
omitted in the build.  

Lots of fundraising activities have been held and are planned.  

The local authority Young Service, Yeps, set up  lessons for skateboarding in the 
community.  

We had many teething problems following the build of the skate park. One of the worst 
was that due to the very rainy summer we had had, the earth surrounding the skate park 
was very muddy, and lots of mud was being carried onto the park. We quickly identified 
a solution and paid a local contractor, along with a volunteer to solve the problem 
around the direct area.  

We then had reports of youngsters with electric bikes and motor bikes even, coming into 
the park and speeding through the skate park. One small girl nearly got knocked by one 
of the youngsters. With the help of the local chamber of trade we put up a robust fence 
around the skate park. This solved the problem of the bikes and also meant that no mud 
was being carried onto the skate park.  

We have always said that the skate park needs to be open to all people, and so when we 
built the fence it was vital to us that it was still accessible to wheelchair users.  

We have had people traveling from Cardiff up to try out the skate park.  



The gym was continuing to be well used. One of the gym equipment pieces broke and 
we fixed the broken gym piece with help from RCT CBC.  

Although we seeded the surrounded area with grass seeds, because of the weather and 
time of year the seeds didn’t take, which left us with still quite a muddy surround.  We 
decided to wait until spring to try again.  

 






