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There has been some changes to the trustee body this year.  
Mr J Sampson retired as Chair, due to ill health, Mr M Liebrecht 
took over as Chair; our incumbent Ms A Goldthorpe retired and 
moved from the village; two new trustees were appointed.  
 
A new resident was appointed to one of the alms houses 
following the death of the previous occupant and an extensive 
refurbishment of the property. Three applicants were 
interviewed.  The number of people waiting to apply for an alms 
house increased to six by the end of the year.  
 
A deep clean was undertaken at one of the alms houses, whilst 
the tenant enjoyed some respite care at a local care home. A 
major water leak was detected and repaired which was covered 
by insurance.  
 
A major project to repaint the exterior of the Town Hall was 
undertaken and the alms house refurbished windows were also 
painted as well as the front doors.  
 
Work has begun in reviewing the Undercroft of the Town Hall 
with some restoration and insulation work being considered for 
2025.   
 
There have been no voids in rental income during the year with 
small increases in WMC from the alms houses and the rental of 
the Undercroft from the Deddington Market Group.  
 
There has been a small investment in the alms houses security 
to benefit access for both tenants and the Property Manager.   



 
The Property Manager continues to manage all maintenance 
issues at the property.  
 
The extra curricula Art Teacher at the local Primary School 
continues to be supported by the charity and a full year’s cost 
was covered.  
 
The Chair and Clerk attended a day’s training “The Alms House 
Way” in November triggering a comprehensive review of 
current policies and procedures.  
 
The outstanding matter of the registration of the assets still lies 
with the Land Registry.  







Report of the independent examiner to the Deddington Charity Estates CIO  
 
This report on the accounts of the Deddington Charity Estates CIO for the period ended 31 
December 2023, set out on the attached page, is in respect of an examination carried out in 
accordance with section 145 of the Charities Act 2011. 
 
 
Respective responsibilities of the trustees and the independent examiner  
 
The trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. 
 
On the basis that the trustees consider that the audit requirement of section 144(2) of the 
Charities Act 2011 (2011 Act) does not apply, it is my responsibility to follow the procedures 
specified in the General Directors given by the Charity Commissioners under s145(5)(b) of the 
2011 Act, and to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 
Basis of the independent examiner’s report  
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the 
Charity Commissioners. The examination included a review of the accounting records 
maintained by the treasurer and a comparison of the accounts with those records. It also 
included the consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and the 
seeking of explanations from you as the trustees concerning such matters. The procedures 
undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and 
consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts. 
 
Independent examiner’s statement  
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the 
requirements  

 to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; 
and 

 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records 
 have not been met; or 
 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn to enable a proper understanding 
of the accounts to be reached. 

 
 
 
N Westbury BSc (Hons) FCCA  
Bloxham  Banbury  Oxon                                     4 March 2024 

 


