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FRANKIE HOWERD OBE TRUST 
 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT 

 

YEAR ENDED 5 APRIL 2024 

 
 

 

 

The trustees have pleasure in presenting their report and the unaudited financial statements of 

the charity for the year ended 5 April 2024. 

 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 

 

To further or benefit the residents of post code BS26 area and the neighbourhood, without 

distinction of sex, sexual orientation, race or political, religious or other opinions by 

associating together the said residents and the local authorities, voluntary and other 

organisations in a common effort to advance education and to provide facilities in the 

interests of social welfare for recreation and leisure time occupation with the objective of 

improving the conditions of life for the residents. 

 

In furtherance of these objects but not otherwise, the trustees shall have power: 

 

To establish or secure the establishment of a community centre and to maintain or manage or 

cooperate with any statutory authority in the maintenance and management of such a centre 

for activities promoted by the charity in furtherance of the above objects. 

 

The prevention or relief of poverty in post code BS26 area by providing grants, items and 

services to individuals in need and/or, other organisations working to prevent or relieve 

poverty. 

 

For the public benefit to provide transport facilities in the post code BS26 area for persons 

who have special need of such facilities because they are elderly, poor or disabled, people 

with young children and living in isolated areas where there are no adequate public transport 

facilities. 

 

The trust is engaged in the development and running of a community hub. 

 

The trustees can confirm that they have had regard to the guidance issued by the Charity 

Commission on public benefit. 

 

 

 



FRANKIE HOWERD OBE TRUST 
 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (CONTINUED) 

 

YEAR ENDED 5 APRIL 2024 

 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE 

 
Progress with the development of the Community Hub continues. The Café has enjoyed a 

second year of trading. The popularity of the café has grown with regular lunches and dinners 

being held. Villagers continue to drop in for coffee and a chat, farmers for breakfast and 

residents from surrounding isolated villages coming for lunch. We continue to see an 

increasing number of tourists who are visiting the AONB including cyclists (individuals and 

clubs), ramblers on the West Mendip Way and holiday makers. We are also receiving visitors 

who are interested in the Frankie Howerd connection. The cafe has continued to expand its 

offering and the turnover has increased considerably. It is anticipated that this growth will 

continue and costs will be offset by the additional income resulting in a profitable enterprise 

going forward. 

In just a short period it has become clear that The Trust needs to complete the Dame June 

Whitfield extension to the building as soon as possible and the foundations have been started. 

The trust has been successful in obtaining a number of grants to enable the expansion. These 

were not paid during the current year but will be included in the next years report.  

 

The trustees realised that, like all start ups, there would need to be a source of funding to 

equip the premises, pay wages, utility bills and general running costs.One of our trustees, 

who has lived in the area for almost 50 years, has first hand experience of the isolation 

problems caused by the closure of village post offices, shops and bus services, 

committed to providing interest free loans to ensure The Trust would never be in debt during 

the creation of the community hub. 

 

The loans are interest free and will only be repayable once the capital project has been 

completed AND the community hub is able to perform a full range of charitable functions 

through the profits of the cafe and the shop. 

 

Despite access to loans The Trust has sought to actively minimise costs through the support 

of local businesses ( The car park was created with 250 tons of stone donated by the local 

quarry. The Trustees built the bar from pallet wood and scaffold planks and our commercial 

kitchen makes do with equipment sourced from auctions). 

 

Landscaping work continues. The picnic tables provide extra capacity when weather permits. 

 

Promotional leaflets about The Hub have been distributed around the villages. 

 



The Chairman continues to serve on the local village hall committee and the relationship 

between The Hub and the village hall is good. 

 

The community bus is being used by a wide range of local groups such as sports clubs; bell 

ringers; gardening clubs; drama groups and residents family social events. Local residents 

throughout our villages can now be transported to and from The Hub and to medical 

appointments. This is helping to address the problems of loneliness and the mental health 

issues that can arise from living in a rurally isolated area and helps remedy the shortage of 

public transport. The Trustees are particularly pleased that in the past year our “Rural 

Friends” initiative has seen over 300 elderly supported with meals and transport which is a 

considerable increase on the previous year. 

 

Our Chairman continues to liaise closely with our President Dame Joanna Lumley. 

 

 

 

 



FRANKIE HOWERD OBE TRUST 
 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (CONTINUED) 

 

YEAR ENDED 5 APRIL 2024 

 
 

 

 

 

 

STUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT  

 

Governing document  

The charity is controlled by its governing document, a deed of trust, and constitutes a  

charitable incorporated organisation.    

 

Recruitment and appointment of new trustees 

The trustees are acquired through advertising and by word of mouth, and are appointed for 

their expertise. 

 

Risk management  

The trustees have a duty to identify and review the risks to which the charity is exposed and 

to ensure appropriate controls are in place to provide reasonable assurance against fraud and 

error. 

 

 

ON BEHALF OF THE CHARITY’S TRUSTEES: 

 

 

 
………………………… 

P Davies 

Trustee 

 

Dated:  15 January 2025 

  



FRANKIE HOWERD OBE TRUST 

 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES ON THE 

ACCOUNTS 

 

YEAR ENDED 5 APRIL 2024 

 
 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above-named charity (“the 

Trust”) for the year ended 5 APRIL 2024. 

 

 

RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TRUSTEES AND THE EXAMINER 

As the Charity’s Trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance 

with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (“the Act”) 

 

I report in respect of the examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out under section 145 of 

the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions 

given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

 

 

BASIS OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the 

Charities Commissioners.  An independent examination includes a review of the accounting 

records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It 

also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking 

explanations from you as Trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken 

do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not 

express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S STATEMENT 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention 

in connection with the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any material 

respect: 

 

- The accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the 

Charities Act: or 

- The accounts did not accord with the accounting records: 

- The accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form 

and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 

2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which 

is not a matter considered as part of an independent examination. 

 



FRANKIE HOWERD OBE TRUST 

 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES ON THE 

ACCOUNTS (CONTINUED) 

 

YEAR ENDED 5 APRIL 2024 

 
 

 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination 

to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of 

the accounts to be reached. 

 

 

Charlotte Halsall FFA 

Portishead TaxSavers Limited  

72 High Street  

Portishead 

BS20 6EH 

 

Dated: 15 January 2025 

 

  



FRANKIE HOWERD OBE TRUST 

 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 

 

YEAR ENDED 5 APRIL 2024 

 
       Notes  2024  2023 

            £     £ 

Incoming Resources from Generated Funds 

 

         

Voluntary Income: 

Donations          6,892       6,727 

Other Income 

Grants                   -     44,910 

Café Income        41,044     12,715 

VAT recovered           

Total Incoming Resources      47,936     64,352 

 

LESS: Cost of Generating Funds 

 

Total Costs of Generating Funds     85,980      67,290 

 

Net Incoming Resources Available  

for Charitable Activities               (38,145)          (2,938) 

 

Governance Costs        3    2,350              - 

 

Total Resources Expended      88,330      67,290

      

Net Incoming Resources  

from Operations       (40,394)     (2,938) 

Total funds brought forward     (18,614)   (15,767) 

Total funds carried forward     (59,008)   (18,614) 

 

The Charity has no recognised gains or losses other than the results for the year as set out above. 

All of the activities of the charity are classed as continuing. 

All movements are unrestricted funds.  

The notes below form part of these financial statements 

  



 

 

FRANKIE HOWERD OBE TRUST 

 

BALANCE SHEET 

 

YEAR ENDED 5 APRIL 2024

 
 

      Notes  2024   2023 

           £      £  

 

FIXED ASSETS 

Motor Vehicles    …5  20,246   26,995 

Equipment         5,825     8,537 

        26,071   35,432 

CURRENT ASSETS 

Debtors     …6     1,031    4,839 

Cash at bank and in hand        1,611  17,387 

           2,642  22,226 

 

Creditors: amounts falling due  

within one year    …7        514    7,194 

 

Creditors: amounts falling due after 

1 year:         .8   87,207   69,078 

 

Net current assets         2,128   15,032 

 

Net Assets       (59,008)  (18,614) 

 

 

FUNDS 

Unrestricted Funds: 

General Funds        (59,008)   (18,614) 

Total Funds        (59,008)   (18,614) 

 

 

 

These financial statements were approved by the trustees on 15 January 2025 and are signed on their 

behalf by: 

 

 
 



 

The notes below form part of these financial statements 

 

FRANKIE HOWERD OBE TRUST 

 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 

YEAR ENDED 5 APRIL 2024 

 
 

1. Accounting policies 

 

(a) The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, and in 

accordance with applicable accounting standards and the Statement of Recommended 

Practice, Accounting and Reporting by Charities, issued in October 2000. 

(b) Income from donations is included in incoming resources when these are received into the 

bank account. 

(c) Resources expended are accounted for on an accruals basis and have been classified under 

headings that aggregate all costs related to that category. 

(d) Unrestricted funds can be used in accordance with the charitable objects at the discretion 

of the trustees. Restricted funds can only be used for a particular restricted purpose within 

the objects of the charity. Restrictions arise when specified by the donor or when fund are 

raised for particular restricted purposes. 

(e) Fixed Assets are depreciated at 25% per annum on a straight line basis. 

 

2. Taxation 

The charity is exempt from corporation tax on its charitable activities. 

 

3.  Governance Costs 

The governance of the charity consisted of the following direct and indirect costs: 

 

2024  2023 

   £     £ 

  Legal costs    2,350         - 

   

4. Trustees’ remuneration and benefits 

There was no trustees’ remuneration or other benefits for the year ended 5 April 2023, nor for 

the year ended 5 April 2024. 

  



 

FRANKIE HOWERD OBE TRUST 

 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

 

YEAR ENDED 5 APRIL 2024 

 
 

 
5. Fixed Assets 
         Motor Vehicles  Equipment 
            £         £ 
 Cost        26,995   11,249 
 Accumulated Depreciation             -     2,712 
 Depreciation charge in year      6,749     2,712 
 Net Book Value 2024     20,246     5,825 
 Net Book Value 2023     26,995     8,537 
 
 
6. Debtors: amounts falling die within 1 year 

2024  2023 
    £        £ 

   Debtors        148          - 
   Other Debtors       411         - 
   VAT        472  4,839 
        1,031  4,839 
 
7. Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 
        2024  2023 
               £       £ 
   Trade Creditors         452          - 
   Other Creditors           62 
   Other Loans              -  7,194 
             514  7,194 
 
8. Creditors: amounts falling due after 1 year 

2024  2023 
    £       £ 

   Other Loans    87,207   69,170 
                    
        87,207   69,170 
 


