
Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

From April 2021                     To  March 2022   
                         
Charity name: EBENEZER CHURCH, TALBOT GREEN

Charity registration number: 1188571

Ebenezer Church, Talbot Green Annual Charity Report.

The following report details how the church charity was a benefit to people
in the community. It is a summary of the activities that took place and the
results that gave evidence of how the community  was helped. Reference
is also made as to how and why the charity made some purchases which
the trustees believe were a  requirement  due to  Covid  .  The charity  is
funded by church members donations.

Objectives.
 
The purposes of the Church are set out in its governing document which
include:

1. The  advancement  of  the  Christian  faith   within  Talbot  Green,
Pontyclun and the surrounding neighbourhood.

2. Charitable purposes that in the opinion of the charity trustees put
into practice the Christian faith. Examples would include but not be
limited  to,  relief  from  hardship,  assistance  to  those  who  are  ill,
advancement of education, provision of facilities for social welfare
and recreation.

3. Assistance  and  support  given  to  missionaries  that  have  a  direct
connection with the church.

Summary of activities. 

The  church  met  in  the  building  following  all   government  safety  laws
because  of  the  Covid  pandemic.  This  greatly  reduced  the  number  of
church members who could attend the building at the start of the year so
the trustees decided that the church would continue with  online services.
The trustees  purchased floor signs for a one-way system to be used for
the flow of people in and out of the church. This was thought to be ’best
practice‘ during the  covid pandemic.

Every Sunday a sermon was preached at the church and over the internet
by the Pastor. Before the sermon the Pastor’s wife would give us a news
update  of  village  and  church  life  often  showing  photographs  and
announcing  birthdays.  The  sermon  was  sensitive,  encouraging  and



uplifting  giving  hope  through  the  difficult  circumstances  of  the  Covid
pandemic. The sermon would be followed by a few songs of worship that
were led by the worship leader. Church members and many people from
the community either attended the church or logged on to listen to the
services and often emailed encouraging messages.

During the year the Covid pandemic were eased, allowing the church to
resume its  normal  activities.  Church  members  attended  the  church  in
greater  numbers,  youth  and adult  community activities restarted.  The
Sunday school was resumed. All activities have been well attended. 

On Wednesdays a Bible talk/discussion was delivered using the internet
where church members could participate.  Initially  two groups used the
internet, however when the Covid rules allowed one of these two groups
met in the church.  Many church members voiced their appreciation.

 During the summer holidays for one week a virtual ‘Holiday Bible Club’
took place for children of primary school age.  Craft packs for the children
were purchased, prepared, and distributed. The internet was utilized so
that  children  could  log  on  and  listen  to  Biblical  stories  with  ethical
teaching, tell jokes, display craft that they had completed, join in with the
songs that were sung with actions. It was a privilege to log on and see
children  with  happy  smiling  faces  obviously  having  lots  of  fun,  with
grateful  parents  or  guardians  looking  on.  The  children  used  the  like
emojis’  to display how much fun they were having. The virtual holiday
bible club was well received by the community 

The  youth  leaders  regularly  supported  teenagers  with  social  media,
internet discussions and quiz nights. Friendships were strengthened and
feelings of loneliness and isolation that the teenagers were having due to
Covid were soothed. When allowed, the activities resumed in the church
building, lots of teenagers came.

Acts of kindness were completed by church members to the community
and to other church members. Cakes were delivered and well received by
local shops, the pharmacy, to church members and their friends. Shopping
was done for older or vulnerable people living in the village. Isolated or
lonely  people  were  regularly  spoken  to  on  the  telephone  by  church
members. Errands were completed for isolated elderly people living in the
community.

Details of how the church charity money was used and current reserves
are given in the financial report.

We  are thankful for the hard work of the Pastor, his wife and family and
many church members. All diligently worked behind the scenes to enable
the online services and many acts of kindness to have a positive impact
within the church neighbourhood. We are grateful too for industry of the
charity treasurer.



Communication.

The church charity used many different types of communication during
and after the pandemic to ensure that the charity members were informed
of what was happening in the church. Letters and emails were written.
Social media was used. Telephone calls were made. Regular online church
leaders  and  trustee  meetings  were  completed.  Feedback  from  church
members meeting was received.

Conclusion.

The trustees believe that as far as practically possible the church has met
its objectives as set out in its governing document and church handbook.
Often  imaginative  ways  were  used  to  overcome  the  challenges  and
constraints that the Covid pandemic caused. New skills  and knowledge
have been gained through the perplexing events of the pandemic and will
be continually used as we look forward to church charity life during the
next year.

The trustees were encouraged by the support and hard work of many of
the  church  members,  enabling  normal  church  life  to  recommence
following the pandemic.

The  trustees  consider  that  they  have  complied  with  the  Charity
Commissions public benefit guidance.
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