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The CIO has been fully operational since 1st January 2022.  The impact of Covid and lockdowns 
had a profound effect on the Village Hall, in as much as some Hirers chose not to return due to 
declining numbers for their various groups.  Despite robust advertising through the likes of 
Facebook, plus the development of a new Village Hall website, we are still significantly below 
capacity for bookings.  In addition, we now need to compete against a new, purpose-built venue in 
Newark which offers both a large carpark as well as full cafe facilities.

On a more positive note, we were successful in an application for a grant from Asda and the award 
of £7,500 enabled a new fitted kitchen to be installed.  In addition, the main hall has been 
professionally re-decorated and that, together with the purchase of new curtains, has given the Hall 
a much brighter appearance that has been well-received by Hirers.  This, together with newly-
purchased storage cupboards for the small hall, means it too will have a fresher, brighter look.

The Trustees work hard to maintain the building, most of which is carried out by volunteers’ efforts.
A major priority however, is to insulate the old corrugated building in order to improve energy 
efficiency. Meanwhile, efforts to encourage new Hirers to use the Hall remains ongoing.

Maggie George
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