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CAMBRIDGE JEWISH RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION
England & Wales · Charity number 1187648

Details

Other names CAMBRIDGE JEWISH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION CHEVRA KADISHA

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2020-01-29

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 32 Haverhill Road
Stapleford
Cambridge
CB22 5BX

Phone 01223 845201

Email info@kmmt.org.uk

Website cambridgejewishresidents.org

Activities

Objects: THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE JEWISH FAITH FOR THE BENEFIT OF THOSE INHABITANTS
OF THE AREA, IN PARTICULARLY BUT NOT EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH HOLDING RELIGIOUS
SERVICES; PROVIDING EDUCATION IN THE JEWISH CULTURE AND RELIGION AND THROUGH THE
PROVISION OF BURIAL IN ACCORDANCE WITH JEWISH RITES FOR THE BENEFIT OF THOSE
INHABITANTS OF THE AREA OF BENEFIT BEING PERSONS OF THE JEWISH FAITH. (2) THE RELIEF
FROM NEED, POVERTY, SICKNESS AND DISTRESS OF JEWISH PERSONS AND OTHERS RESIDENT
IN THE AREA OF BENEFIT, INCLUDING MAKING GRANTS TO JEWISH CHARITIES.

Activities: The advancement of the Jewish Faith for the benefit of those inhabitants of the area, in particular
but not exclusively through holding religious services; providing education in the Jewish culture and religion
and through the provision of burial in accordance with Jewish rites for the benefit of those inhabitants of the
area of benefit being persons of the Jewish Faith.
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Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Individuals, Makes Grants To Organisations, Provides Services, Provides
Advocacy/advice/information

• What: The Prevention Or Relief Of Poverty, Religious Activities

• Who: Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies

Geography

• Cambridgeshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-05-31 £16,826 £16,653 - -

2024-05-31 £12,834 £7,119 - -

2023-05-31 £7,765 £7,079 - -

2022-05-31 £8,251 £8,211 - -

2021-05-31 £0 £0 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

LADY MARILYN FERSHT Chair 2020-01-29

Dr Eva Simmons 2022-09-08

Dr Kathrin Peters 2022-09-08

Dr Rachel Elizabeth Meller 2022-09-08

Dr Robert Marks 2022-09-08

Dr Tirza Bleehen 2022-09-08

Ruth Bernice Katz 2024-03-21

Ruth Helena Barnett 2022-09-08

Sylvia Morris Treasurer 2022-09-08

Valerie Collis 2022-09-08

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1187648
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Cambridge	Jewish	Residents	Association	(CJRA	CIO)	
					Charity	Number	1187648	

	
	

CJRA	Trustees’	Annual	Report	1	June	2024	-	31	May	2025	
Reference	and	administrative	Information	

	
Charity	Name:			 Cambridge	Jewish	Residents	Association	CIO	
	
Charity	Registration	Number	 1187648	
	
Address	of	Organisation	-	there	is	no	official	building	or	office.	
All	Trustees	work	from	their	home	addresses.	
	 	
Trustees:			
	

1. Marilyn	Fersht,	Chairman		
2. Sylvia	Morris,	Treasurer	
3. Eva	Simmons,	Vice	Chair	and	Magazine	Editor	
4. Rachel	Meller,	Membership	Secretary	
5. Robert	Marks,	Treasurer	of	Burial	Society	
6. Ruth	Barnett,	Secretary	of	Burial	Society	
7. Valerie	Collis,	Education	Officer	
8. Tirza	Bleehen,	Welfare	Officer	
9. 	Kathrin	Peters,	Minute	Secretary	
10. 	Ruth	Katz,	Email	Circular	Editor	

	
Structure,	governance	and	management	
	
The	CJRA	became	a	CIO	on	29	January	2020	with	a	constitution,	after	many	years	
of	being	an	unincorporated	charity.	At	the	Annual	General	Meeting	on	8	
September	2022,	it	was	agreed	to	increase	the	number	of	Trustees	from	the	
original	two	to	ten,	following	a	resolution	that	the	board	of	charity	trustees	
shall	comprise:		the	Chairman	and	the	Treasurer,	during	their	tenure	of	
office;	and	during	their	time	on	the	committee	all	other	Committee	Members	
who	choose	so	to	be.				All	are	volunteers.		We	have	held	five	committee	meetings	
and	one	AGM	during	the	period	of	this	report.		All	were	held	on	Zoom.		We	also	
have	many	other	volunteers	who	help	run	our	different	groups,	in	particular,	a	
cross-community	welfare	support	group.		
	
Our	members	are	charged	a	small	subscription	of	£30	per	annum	per	person.	We	
have	a	category	called	Associate	Members,	who	are	mostly	non-Jewish,	who	
receive	the	magazine	and	can	join	in	all	our	events	and	activities	but	have	no	
burial	rights.		We	had,	at	the	end	of	the	financial	year,	158	full	members	and	13	
associate	members.	
	
Our	income	is	derived	from	subscriptions,	donations,	bank	interest	and	gift	aid.		
	
	



Objectives	and	Activities	
	
Our	purpose	is	the	advancement	of	the	Jewish	faith	through	the	provision	of	
religious	services	and	burial,	education	to	advance	Jewish	culture,	history	and	
knowledge	and	to	provide	social	interaction	and	welfare	for	those	in	need.	We	
are	always	open	to	those	outside	the	Jewish	faith,	who	would	like	to	advance	
their	knowledge	of	our	religion,	history,	customs	and	culture.		Entry	to	most	of	
our	talks	and	events	is	free.			
	
We	give	financial	support	for	the	maintenance	of	the	Synagogue	building	in	
Thompson’s	Lane,	Cambridge.		The	University	of	Cambridge	Jewish	Society	runs	
the	Synagogue	with	help	from	Jewish	residents.		
	
We	enjoyed	a	community	garden	party	on	11	August	2024	at	a	member’s	home	
and	supported	a	Chanukah	Party	with	Beth	Shalom	Reform	Synagogue	on	29	
December	and	enjoyed	a	Chanukah	tea	and	quiz	at	a	member’s	home	on	30	
December.	
	
Our	Evening	Talks	programme:		There	were	seven	talks,	which	continued	online	
and	were	well	attended.	
	
The	monthly	Monday	afternoon	meetings	of	the	Cambridge	Jewish	Cultural	
Association	continued	in	person	and	were	well	attended.			
	
We	sent	out	in	the	post	three	magazines,	which	contained	information	of	all	that	
is	happening	across	the	Cambridge	Jewish	community,	as	well	as	interesting	
articles	and	reports.		We	also	offer	an	online	version	of	the	magazine.	In	addition,	
an	email	circular	is	sent	out	weekly	to	inform	and	remind	our	members	and	
others	of	forthcoming	activities	and	events.			
	
Our	Burial	Society	arranged	4	burials	and	2	stone	settings.			
	
	
	



CJRA	Treasurer's	Report	2024/2025	

Note	-	the	accounts	are	prepared	on	a	cash	basis,	so	this	shows	cash	movements	in	the	year

Income Members	Subscriptions 5,054												
Donations 0
Gift	Aid	received	this	year	for	prior	years 773
Chevra	Kadisha 3665 See	CK	Expenditure	below
Welfare	CJCS 0
Events 100

Total	Receipts 9,592												

In	addition,	we	will	shortly	be	receiving	Gift	Aid	on	the	24/25	subscriptions	estimated	as	£751	(on	subscriptions	of	£3,004)

Investment	Interest Natwest	Liquidity 1,721												
Natwest	Reserve 125															
Saffron 5,387												

Total	Interest 7,234												

Expenditure Insurance 327
Printing,	postage,	stationery 2853

Charity	donations	 5400 Various,	mainly	Israeli	charities,		and	includes	£350	for	the	pro	bono	
Examination	23/24

CUJS	Annual	Donation 2500
Other	Events 759

Chevra	Kadisha 4767 Includes	one	burial	£4,250,	a	large	part	of	this	was	refunded	in	
Income	above

Sundry 47

Total	Expenditure 16,653										

In	addition,	we	will	be	making	a	charitable	donation	for	the	pro	bono	Examination	24/25

Total	Funds Cash	at	bank 3,455												
Natwest	liquidity	account 54,979										
Natwest	Reserve	account 4,466												
Saffron	Building	Society 85,000										

Total	reserves 147,899							

Restricted	(Ring	fenced	funds)	contained	within	Total	Funds

Chevra	Kadisha 93,565										 mainly	Saffron	plus	percentage	of	Natwest.	Adjusted	by	payments	&	
receipts	in	the	year

CJCS	Welfare 884 No	movement	on	this	in	the	year
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Cambridge	Jewish	Residents	Association	(CJRA	CIO)	
					Charity	Number	1187648	

	
	

CJRA	Trustees’	Annual	Report	1	June	2023	-	31	May	2024	
	
Reference	and	administrative	Information	
	
Charity	Name:			 Cambridge	Jewish	Residents	Association	CIO	
	
Charity	Registration	Number	 1187648	
	
Address	of	Organisation	-	there	is	no	official	building	or	office.	
All	Trustees	work	from	their	home	addresses.	
	 	
Trustees:		One	Trustee,	David	Waldman,	died	on	10	January	2024.			
We	gained	a	new	Trustee,	Ruth	Katz,	at	the	AGM	on	7	September	2023.	
	

1. Marilyn	Fersht,	Chairman		
2. Sylvia	Morris,	Treasurer	
3. Eva	Simmons,	Vice	Chair	
4. Rachel	Meller,	Membership	Secretary	
5. Robert	Marks,	Treasurer	of	Burial	Society	
6. Ruth	Barnett,	Secretary	of	Burial	Society	
7. Valerie	Collis,	Education	Officer	
8. Tirza	Bleehen,	Welfare	Officer	
9. 	Kathrin	Peters,	Minute	Secretary	
10. 	Ruth	Katz,	Email	Circular	Editor	

	
Structure,	governance	and	management	
	
The	CJRA	became	a	CIO	on	29	January	2020	with	a	constitution,	after	many	years	
of	being	an	unincorporated	charity.	At	the	Annual	General	Meeting	on	8	
September	2022,	it	was	agreed	to	increase	the	number	of	Trustees	from	the	
original	two	to	ten,	following	a	resolution	that	the	board	of	charity	trustees	
shall	comprise:		the	Chairman	and	the	Treasurer,	during	their	tenure	of	
office;	and	during	their	time	on	the	committee	all	other	Committee	Members	
who	choose	so	to	be.				All	are	volunteers.		We	have	held	four	committee	
meetings	and	one	AGM	during	the	period	of	this	report.		All	were	held	on	Zoom.		
We	also	have	many	other	volunteers	who	help	run	our	different	groups,	in	
particular,	a	cross-community	welfare	support	group.		
	
Our	members	are	charged	a	small	subscription	of	£30	per	annum	per	person.	We	
have	a	category	called	Associate	Members,	who	are	non-Jewish,	who	receive	the	
magazine	and	can	join	in	all	our	events	and	activities	but	have	no	burial	rights.			
We	had,	at	the	end	of	the	financial	year,	143	full	members	and	15	associate	
members.	
	
Our	income	is	derived	from	subscriptions,	donations,	bank	interest	and	gift	aid.		



	
Objectives	and	Activities	
	
Our	purpose	is	the	advancement	of	the	Jewish	faith	through	the	provision	of	
religious	services	and	burial,	education	to	advance	Jewish	culture,	history	and	
knowledge	and	to	provide	social	interaction	and	welfare	for	those	in	need.	We	
are	always	open	to	those	outside	the	Jewish	faith,	who	would	like	to	advance	
their	knowledge	of	our	religion,	history,	customs	and	culture.		Entry	to	most	of	
our	talks	and	events	is	free.			
	
We	give	financial	support	for	the	maintenance	of	the	Synagogue	building	in	
Thompson’s	Lane,	Cambridge.		The	University	of	Cambridge	Jewish	Society	runs	
the	Synagogue	with	help	from	Jewish	residents.		
	
We	enjoyed	a	community	garden	party	on	20	August	2023	at	a	member’s	home	
and	held	a	Chanukah	Party	jointly	with	Beth	Shalom	Reform	Synagogue	on	10	
December.	Entertainment	was	provided	by	our	locally	based	Kol	Echad	Choir.	
Seventy	people	attended.	
	
On	6	May	2024	we	commemorated	the	founding	of	the	state	of	Israel	with	a	
solemn	programme	that	remembered	the	1200	victims,	killed	in	the	massacres	
of	7	October	2023	and	the	Israeli	hostages	still	in	Gaza.		
	
Our	Evening	Talks	programme:		There	were	seven	talks,	which	continued	online	
and	were	well	attended.	
	
The	monthly	Monday	afternoon	meetings	of	the	Cambridge	Jewish	Cultural	
Association	continued	in	person	and	were	well	attended.			
	
We	sent	out	in	the	post	three	magazines,	which	contained	information	of	all	that	
is	happening	across	the	Cambridge	Jewish	community,	as	well	as	interesting	
articles	and	reports.		We	also	offer	an	online	version	of	the	magazine.	In	addition,	
an	email	circular	is	sent	out	weekly	to	inform	and	remind	our	members	and	
others	of	forthcoming	activities	and	events.			
	
Our	Burial	Society	arranged	3	burials	and	2	stone	settings.			
	
CJRA TREASURER’S REPORT 2023/2024 
The accounts are prepared on a Cash Basis so the results show cash movements in the 
year. They have been independently verified by a member of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in England and Wales. 
Income: Members’ subscriptions     *£5,149 
  Donations      £85 
  Gift Aid received for 21/22 and 22/23  £930  
  Chevra Kadisha     £190 
  Welfare CJCS transferred September 2023  £884 
         £7,238 
* After refunds of small overpayments subtracted 
Gift aid for 2023/24 of £770 has been claimed. 



 
** Investment interest: Natwest Liquidity   £257 
    Natwest Reserve   £704 
    Saffron     £4,635 
         £5,596 
 
Expenditure:  Insurance     £326 
   Printing, postage, stationery   £2,476 
   Charity donation for accountancy  £500 
   CUJS Annual donation   £2,500 
   Wednesday speakers    £280 
   Other events     £449 
   Chevra Kadisha    £589 
         £7,119 
Note:  the MDA donation of £685 was accounted for in the 2021/22 year and does not 
therefore appear as expenditure in the current year, 
The charity donation is being given to Crisis in recognition of the work undertaken by 
the pro bono independent examiner for 23/24, 
 
Funds Available 
Cash at Bank    £3,465 
Natwest Liquidity   £45,257 
NatWest Reserve Account  £11,341 
Saffron Building Society  £87,663 
Total     £147,726 
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Cambridge Jewish Residents Association (CJRA CIO)
     Charity Number 1187648

CJRA Trustees’ Annual Report 1 June 2022 - 31 May 2023

Reference and administrative Information

Charity Name:  Cambridge Jewish Residents Association CIO

Charity Registration Number 1187648

Address of Organisation - there is no official building or 
office.
All Trustees work from their home addresses

Trustees:  For the first 3 months we continued with the 2 
original Trustees but one of these, Mr Barry Gold, Treasurer,
stood down at the Annual General Meeting on 8 September 
2022, when the number of Trustees increased to 10 as 
follows:

1.  Marilyn Fersht , Chairman 
2.  Sylvia Morris, Treasurer
3.  Eva Simmons, Vice Chair
4.  Rachel Meller, Membership Secretary
5.  Robert Marks, Treasurer of Burial Society
6.  Ruth Barnett, Secretary of Burial Society
7.  Valerie Collis, Education Officer
8.  Tirza Bleehen, Welfare Officer
9.  Kathrin Peters, Minute Secretary
10.  David Waldman, Committee Member

Structure, governance and management
The CJRA became a CIO on 29 January 2020 with a Constitution 
after many years of being an unincorporated charity. At the Annual 
General Meeting on 8 September 2022, it was agreed to increase 
the number of Trustees from the original two to ten, following a 
resolution that the board of charity trustees shall comprise:  
the Chairman and the Treasurer, during their tenure of 
office; and during their time on the committee all other 
Committee Members who choose so to be.    Two committee 
members opted out of becoming Trustees.  All are volunteers.  We 
have held six committee meetings and one AGM during the period 
of this report.  All were held on Zoom.  We also have many other 
volunteers who help run our different groups, in particular, a cross 
community welfare support group, which was very active during 
the pandemic.  



Our members are charged a small subscription of £30 per annum 
per person.  Our income is derived from subscriptions, donations, 
bank interest and gift aid. 

We have approximately 150 full members and a few non-Jewish 
associate members, who receive our magazine.
Objectives and Activities

Our purpose is the advancement of the Jewish faith through the 
provision of religious services and burial, education to advance 
Jewish culture, history and knowledge and to provide welfare for 
those in need. We are always open to those outside the Jewish 
faith, who would like to advance their knowledge of our religion, 
history, customs and culture.  Entry to most of our talks and events 
is free.  

We give financial support for the maintenance of the Synagogue 
building in Thompson’s Lane, Cambridge.  The University of 
Cambridge Jewish Society runs the Synagogue with help from 
Jewish residents.  Religious services took place in person with strict
rules during the pandemic.   We were able to keep in touch with 
our members and other interested persons through email and 
zoom. Our online evening talks saw a substantial increase of 
attendees and we have continued this way.   We were able to hold 
our annual Chanukah Party jointly with Beth Shalom Reform 
Synagogue on 18 December in person. Entertainment was provided
by our locally based Kol Echad Choir, who sang a programme of 
Jewish songs.  This was an event open to all the Jewish groups in 
Cambridge and it was well attended.   

Our Evening Talks programme:  There were eight talks, and these 
are continuing online.  They are attracting people of all ages often 
with thirty devices and above.

The monthly Monday afternoon meetings of the Cambridge Jewish 
Cultural Association started to meet again in person on 13 June 
2022 to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Anniversary and have 
continued monthly since then and are well attended.  

We organised a group tour of the Cambridge Mosque in August.

We have continued to send out in the post three magazines a year, 
which contain information of all that is happening across the whole 
Cambridge Jewish community, as well as interesting articles and 
reports.  In addition, an email circular is sent out regularly to 
inform and remind our members and others of forthcoming 
activities and events.  

Our Burial Society arranged 7 burials and 2 stone settings.  
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Cambridge Jewish Residents Association (CJRA CIO)
     Charity Number 1187648

CJRA Trustees’ Annual Report 29 Jan 2020- 31 May 2021

Reference and administrative Information

Charity Name:  Cambridge Jewish Residents Association CIO

Charity Registration Number 1187648

Address of Organisation   - there is no official building or 
office.
Both Trustees work from their home addresses

Trustees

1. Mr Barry Gold          Treasurer
2. Lady Fersht (Marilyn)    Chairman

Structure, governance and management
The CJRA CIO came into existence on 29 January 2020 with a 
constitution, a new charity number 1187648 and new bank 
accounts, after many years of being an unincorporated charity. It is 
managed by an elected committee of 12 members of the 
organisation including the two trustees.

In order to allow our  members time to adjust to the new 
constitution and banking details we continued to run the old 
unincorporated charity alongside the new CIO charity, with a view to
transferring its assets to the new CIO charity and close the old 
unincorporated charity down at the end of its financial year.
However, due to Covid-19 restrictions we were unable to do this and
the new CIO charity was non-operational and no money was raised 
or donated through its bank accounts, as shown in our annual 
accounts.

We have held 7 committee meetings and one AGM during the period
of this report.  6 of them and the AGM were held on Zoom.  We shall 
recruit more trustees from among the elected committee later in 
2021.  All are volunteers.  We also have many other volunteers who 
help run our different groups, in particular, a cross community 
welfare support group, which has been very active during the 
pandemic.  

Objectives and Activities
Our purpose is the advancement of the Jewish faith through the 
provision of religious services and burial, education to advance 



Jewish culture, history and knowledge and to provide welfare for 
those in need. We are always open to those outside the Jewish faith, 
who would like to advance their knowledge of our religion, history, 
customs and culture.  Entry to most of our talks and events is free.  
During the pandemic we were able to keep in touch with our 
members and other interested persons through zoom and some of 
our online talks saw a substantial increase of attendees.  We were 
unable to hold our usual Chanukah Party in person in December 
2020 but instead held it online by lighting the candles and eating 
traditional food from the comfort of our own homes.  We held an 
Israel Independence celebration in May 2021 by inviting an Israeli 
tour guide to give us a special history tour and talk on Zoom directly
from Israel.  This attracted a large audience.

Our Evening talks programme:  Two were held in person in January 
and March 2020 but others had to be cancelled because of the 
pandemic.  They started again on Zoom in October 2020 and 6 were
held between October 2020 and May 2021 and are continuing this 
way for the time being.   Our monthly social and cultural Monday 
afternoon programme, which was popular with our older members 
when held in person, had two actual meetings in February and 
March 2020 and then from June 2020 meetings were held on Zoom. 
They are now attracting people of all ages often with 30 devices and
above.

An email circular is sent out regularly to inform and remind our 
members and others of forthcoming activities and events.  

Our Burial Society arranged 3 funerals and one stone setting.  Ever 
changing Covid rules made burial and stone setting arrangements 
more difficult for our Burial Society team of volunteers to arrange.  
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