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Annual Report for 2023 
The trustees present their Annual Report and financial statements for 2023.  
 
Structure, Governance and Management  
The Charity is governed by an Approved Governing Document. Members of the Church are accepted 
in accordance with the Constitution which requires them to meet the churches qualification on 
baptism. 
The members Meeting normally takes place on not less than 4 occasions per year and has 
responsibility for the overall policy of the church.  In accordance with the Constitution, the members 
appoint a maximum of 15 trustees, who together with the Minister, Church Secretary and Treasurer 
(who are also appointed by the Members), are responsible for the day to day running of the church’s 
work and witness, and the financial and legal aspects of the charity. All members are encouraged to 
take an appropriate part in the spiritual and practical tasks involved in the furtherance of the 
charitable objective.  
Relevant matters may be submitted to the Church meeting by the Trustees for guidance or may be 
raised by members in Church meeting for further consideration by the Trustees. Though the 
Constitution permits decisions to be made at Church meetings by appropriate majorities, the Church 
seeks to work by consensus wherever possible.  
 
Objectives and Activities  
The principal purpose of the charity is the advancement of the Christian faith according to the 
principles of the Baptist denomination to include the advancement of education, community service 
and such other general charitable purposes in such parts of the United Kingdom and the world as the 
Church shall determine.  
In order to achieve the principal objective, which is set out above, the Church provides a variety of 
activities both to its membership and to the community generally. The aim is to show the love of 



Jesus Christ in both word and deed and to bring people into a closer relationship with Him as living 
Lord.  
Central to the work and witness of the Church is the provision of regular public services of Christian 
worship. These services take place each Sunday at both 10.30 am at the Grange Road site and 6.00 
pm at the Corporation Road site. There are also occasional services at other times which are 
advertised on the Church Notice Board and the website at www.darlingtonbaptist.org. There is a full 
children’s programme during the morning services. The church seeks to be a friendly and welcoming 
community, and anybody is free to attend any of these services.  
The Church runs a series of life groups for the growth of faith and discipleship in both the Church 
building and private homes, further details of these can be obtained from the Trustees on request, 
or at the Sunday services of worship.  
The Church is responsible for a Toddler Group and a baby bank which meets in the Corporation Road 
Church premises on Thursday mornings, with the purpose of assisting the community and 
demonstrating the love of Jesus Christ. From time to time the Church runs courses in parenting, and 
courses for people interested in discovering more about Christianity, entitled ‘Christianity Explored’ 
and ‘Alpha’.  
The Church runs various events for families and for people in need of mental health support.  
The church runs a regular soup kitchen and food bank. 
The Church Runs a café in the conservatory two days a week. 
The Church runs an addiction support and rehab service in the community three days a week. 
The Church runs an Edge centre offering support and a safe space for community engagement. 
The Church operates systems to ensure that all people working with children and vulnerable adults 

are appropriately vetted with regard to the Disclosure and Barring Service. 

The church has read the Charity Commission guidance on public benefit and is satisfied that the 
activities outlined above clearly demonstrate that the charity is providing a benefit to the public.  
 
Achievements and Performance  
 
The Church does not measure the success of its programmes only in numbers, including financial 
numbers, but also in less tangible areas like fellowship and encouragement.  The Trustees believe 
that 2023 was a positive year in the life of the church, and that it will be able to pursue its mission 
purposes in 2024 with renewed enthusiasm. At 31 December 2023 the membership stood at 112.  
Average attendance at worship services both in person and online has increased during the year, 
and similar increases were shown in the children’s and youth work.  
The Toddler Group has seen an uptake in attendance and has begun to develop a baby bank to 
compliment and support the work with young families in providing good quality used clothing and 
equipment.   
 
The soup kitchen and foodbank have seen increasing numbers of people attending.  This service 
provides those in need with a hot meal, and where necessary a food parcel.  The service has 
developed links with probation and other local services who are encouraging their clients to attend.  
A number of the service users began to attend Sunday worship and were Baptised. 
The addiction support service has seen increased numbers of people attending the support group 
and the “KEYS” rehab in the community programme.  They have developed strong links with other 
support services in the community and are working well together.  Roots has seen a number of 
people attend a Christianity explored course and begin attending Church.  This year Roots has 
developed the edge centre extending their services beyond the remit of addiction to those facing 
mental health struggles, social isolation and in need of a place of community.  They held a lunch for 
all local support services showcasing what the edge centre could offer, a significant number of local 
services attended and new opportunities for working together established.  



The conservatory café is now open two days a week and has a steady flow of people attending. 
 
 
Financial Review  
The Church continues to raise the funds which it needs to carry on its activities from within its own 
membership and congregation.  Some outside funding opportunities have been sought in a bid to 
make upgrades for the soup kitchen, this project is ongoing. 
The Church expressed its part in the life of the wider church by making donations to national and 
international Christian organisations and societies with Christian aims and objectives compatible 
with the church’s own charitable purpose.  
The Church is heavily dependent on its membership working as volunteers in all aspects of the 
church’s activities, many of which run with little or no impact on the church’s expenditure, but 
nevertheless contribute substantially to the achievement of the church’s objectives.  
The financial results for the year, together with a summary of the accounting policies adopted are 
set out in the accompanying financial statements.  
 
The Church has agreed a reserves policy.  The purpose of holding reserves is to ensure that 

Darlington Baptist Church has sufficient funds available to cope with financial issues that might arise, 

such as the need to fund an urgent property repair, an issue with staffing or the loss of income. 

The current reserves policy of Darlington Baptist Church is to hold approximately three months of all 

staff costs plus three months of running costs, to allow the church to adapt to any changes in the 

income or expenditure of the church. The recommendation is that approximately six months of staff 

costs and six months of running costs are held, but currently the church funds do not allow this level 

of reserves. The trustees will annually review the reserves policy with a view to reaching the 

recommendation over time, as funds and priorities allow. 

















固〔HARITY 〔OMMISSION
FOR ENGしAND AND WALES

Report to伽e trustees

On accounts for the year

ended

Set out on pages

Responsibilities and

basis of report

1ndependent

examiner’s statement

Signed:

Name:

Relevant profess ionai

qua肺ca鵬on(S) o「 body

(if any):

Address :

旧R

案ndependent examiner’s repo巾On the

accou nts

DariingtonBaptistChurch 

31Decembe「2023 �Charityno (ifany) �1186432 

7pages 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above

Charity (’’the T「ustりfo「 the year ended 31/12/2023,

As the charity’s trustees, yOu are reSPOnSible for the preparation of the

accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Cha両es Act 201 1

(`書the Act’’).

i report in 「espect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts ca「「ied out

unde「 section 145 ofthe 201 1 Act and in ca「rying out my examination, l

have foIIowed a旧he applicabie Di「ections given by the Cha冊y Commission

under section 145(5)(b) of the Act,

l have no conce「ns and have come across no othe「 matte「s in connection

With the examination to which attention shou!d be drawn in this report in

Orde「 to enable a proper unde「standing ofthe accounts to be reached.

’Please delete約e wo融s加的e b伯ckets所的ey (わnot ap功y.

鮎喰¥唐　代斌細字　に

∴三幸言上だ主立.千丁　丁子二言言上∵ 

通翰良し出端でも雨 

二十、㌦言古、㌦言∵二二∴ 

Only compiete if the examine「 needs to hig輔ght materiai matters of conce「n

(See CC32, lndependent examination of charity accounts: di「ections and

guidance fo「 examine「S).

Oct 2018


