
 
  

  

 

FRIENDS OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES CIO   
  
Trustees’ Annual Report for the Year Ending 31 December 2024 

  

  

1. Legal and Administrative Details  

  

1.1 The Charity  

Friends of The National Archives CIO, The National Archives, Ruskin 

Avenue, Richmond, TW9 4DU.  Charity No. 1185971. 

        

1.2 Legal Structure  

Charitable Incorporated Organisation. 

  

1.3 Trustees  

Charles Waddicor (Chair), Stephen Daglish (appointed December 2024), 

Samantha Edwards (appointed December 2024), Toby Ewin, Rebecca 

Gregory, Charlotte Gunnell, Andrew House (appointed September 2024), 

Asha Lutchmun (appointed December 2024), Nicola Martin (appointed 

December 2024), Brian Smith, Mervyn Watson (appointed December 

2024), Harald Wollinger. 

  

1.4 Governing document  

CIO Constitution, registered by the Charity Commission on 24 October 

2019 and unamended.  

  

1.5 Objects  

The objects of the Charity are for public benefit to advance the education of 

the public, in particular but not exclusively, by promoting, supporting and 

assisting The National Archives in the following ways: 

  

1. Preserving and improving public access to documents that are of 

national, cultural, academic and historical importance.  

 

2. Educating the public about the documents and records held by The 

National Archives.  

  

  

 



2. Explanation of the Work of the Charity  

  

The Friends of The National Archives (FTNA) was able to stabilise its 
membership numbers during 2024 whilst maintaining support for the National 
Archives.  
 
Trustees:  
The Council of Trustees was successful in recruiting several new trustees who 
have been important in maintaining the capacity of the Council. 
 
Membership:  
Work was begun on reviewing the details of the members. 
The Trustees decided to hold the membership fees for FTNA for a further year. 
The Council decided to undertake a survey of its membership in 2025. 
 
Support for The National Archives:  
FTNA has continued to support the work of The National Archives (TNA), 
including providing the funding for a film making venture by young people which 
took its theme from the successful Great Escapes Exhibition; Sensing the 
Archives, a workshop for blind and partially sighted students, and the Gresford 
Colliery disaster anniversary. FTNA continued its support of the Christmas Tree 
located in the entrance foyer of the TNA. 
 
Publications:  
We continue to publish our magazine, Magna, and a quarterly Newsletter for our 
members. In September, a 94 page edition of Magna was issued to great 
acclaim. These publications are produced by volunteers. 
 
Possible merger:  
The Council explored the possibility of a merger with another small charity, the 
National Archives Trust, but after consulting its members the Council decided 
not to proceed. 

  

 

3. Organisation and Sources of Support  

  

     3.1   Organisational structure  

      The Charity is governed by the trustees, collectively known as the    

‘Council’.  The trustees are supported by volunteers who in operational roles 

provide information needed to assist in the decision making process.  During 

2024 the trustees met for Council Meetings on five occasions. These meetings 

were either via Zoom, or in person at TNA, Kew.   

An Annual General Meeting (AGM) held at TNA Kew in June.     

  

    3.2   Sources of funding  

Funding is derived primarily from membership subscriptions, public               

donations and legacies received.    

  



 

 

    3.3   Contribution of volunteers  

The volunteers consist of trustees, some currently with operational roles, and 

members who undertake a range of operational responsibilities in supporting the 

activities of the Charity.   

  

4. Policies  

  

The trustees took full account of the Charity Commissions Guidance on Public 

Benefit when formulating the objects for the CIO.   

  

The Charity has Codes of Practice in place which contain a wide range of 

policies and role descriptions that provides a sound foundation for the Charity’s 

governance and management.  Policies include: Data Protection, Treasury and 

Reserves, Grant making, Equality and Diversity and Editorial and Publications.  

With regards to health and safety and safeguarding, the Charity observes the 

policies of The National Archives as related activities only occur on The National 

Archives premises.   

  

The Charity also has a memorandum of understanding with The National 

Archives, to ensure the independent identity and interests of the Charity are 

clearly defined and maintained.   

  

  

Trustees’ approval and signature  

  

I confirm that the trustees have reviewed and approved this report.  

 

Charles Waddicor 

  

Charles Waddicor  

Chair of The Friends of The National Archives 

7 October 2025 












