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Aims and purposes  

Northfleet and Rosherville Parochial Church Council (PCC) has the responsibility of co-

operating with the incumbent, in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of 

the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. It also has maintenance 

responsibilities for the Church and Hall on both sites. 

Objectives and Activities  

The PCC acknowledged that the year in question would again be a difficult year, following the 

untimely death of Father Cyril in October 2022 and the Parish being in an Interregnum. 

 The events committee worked very hard to put on activities throughout the year, which proved to 

be very successful and allowed the Parish to increase its income. 

Structure, Governance & Management 

St Botolph’s Church, Northfleet and St Mark’s Church, Rosherville are both part of the 

Diocese of Rochester within the Church of England. The correspondence address is: 

Northfleet & Rosherville PCC, c/o The Vicarage, The Hill, Northfleet, Kent DA11 9EU. 

The PCC is a corporate body established by the Church of England. The PCC operates under 

the Parochial Church Council Powers Measure. The PCC is a Registered Charity (number 

1185604). All PCC members are Charity Trustees. 

During the year the following served as members of the PCC – 

Rev Gordon MacBean – Priest- in -Charge - Ex Officio – from 2 December 2023 

Marion Fielder-White – Reader and Pastoral Assistant – Ex Officio 

Wendy Waller – Church Warden – also Deanery Synod member – Ex Officio 

Pauline Hickmott – Church Warden – Ex Officio 

Sarah Jones – Church Warden – Ex Officio 

Keith Major – Church Warden May 2021 elected – Ex Officio 

Lynn Ruddock – PCC Member – resigned 19 December 2023 

Gill Graves – PCC Member 

Penny Scott-Beaulieu – PCC Member 

Barbara Osborn - PCC Member, also Deanery Synod member – Ex Officio 

Ann MacLeod – PCC Member  



Rosaline Griffiths – LLM –Ex Officio 

Walter Johnson-Caulker – PCC Member from 21 May 2023 

Shane Vilday – PCC Member – elected 15 May 2022 

David Rosenthal – PCC Member – elected 15 May 2022 

Deborah Coston – Co-opted as PCC Secretary  

The full PCC met 6 times during the year, all face to face. If any Committees met between 

PCC Meetings the minutes of their deliberations were received by the full PCC and discussed 

where necessary. 

Some of the subjects under discussion have been the Website, Lower car park at St 

Botolph’s restricting access to non users of the Church and Hall, Electoral Roll, Safeguarding, 

Organ Restoration Project, Section 11 and Parish Profile for new Incumbent; as well as 

regular PCC business and care of the fabric of both churches. No major decisions were made 

pending the appointment of a Priest in Charge. 

PCC Committees 

Standing & Finance Committee 

This is the only committee required by law. It has power to transact the business of the PCC 

between meetings, subject to any direction given by the council. This committee also deals 

with the finance including budgets. 

Fabric Committee 

This committee deals with the church and hall maintenance and upkeep of the churchyard 

and curtilage of both churches.   

Worship Committee 

This includes the worshipping life of the church, Baptism and Confirmation, and courses at 

Advent and Lent. 

Electoral Roll 

The Parish electoral roll stands at 120, as reported to the APCM on 21 May 2023 

Usual Sunday Attendance 

The average Sunday attendance, for the whole of 2023, was 46 adults at St Botolph’s and 18 

adults at St Mark’s.  

 



Address of our Bankers – 

Barclays Bank UK PLC 

Kingston Branch 

Leicester 

LE87 2BB 

 

Address of the Independent Examiner – 

Martyn Burt 

Adventus Accounting Solutions 

Ashby Acres 

Chapel Lane 

Ashby-cum-Fenby 

Grimsby 

DN37 0QT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CLERICAL REPORT 

Ministry Report during Parish Interregnum 2023 

Marion Fielder-White reports on behalf of the Parish 

In my conversations with Fr Cyril during his terminal illness he wanted us to fulfil all the plans, to go 

on reaching out into the community, to hold the services and events that he had so looked forward to 

with such enthusiasm. There was to be no period of mourning with events cancelled. And so with 

much sadness we attempted to fulfil the legacy that he had started, as we began 2023 without Fr 

Cyril. 

Less than four months after Fr Cyril’s death we were shocked at the sudden death on 10th February 

2023, of Revd Joe King, who for some 16 years had been our Honorary Curate before his retirement 

from our Parish in 2022. It was a privilege to have had Joe as part of our team, church and 

community and he is deeply missed. Many from the Parish attended his funeral at his parish church in 

Essex where he and his wife had retired to.  

We are an amazing Team; we couldn’t have got through the past year without each other, sharing 

faith and worship, sadness and tears and laughter too. Sincere thanks are due to the four Church 

Wardens, the PCC, our congregations, and our wider Community.  

Services have continued seamlessly with help from Revd Michael Payne and Revd Charlie Lloyd -Evans 

for St Botolph’s School at the weekly Eucharist services at school and in St Botolph’s Church. Marion 

has led weekly worship at Rosherville Primary School and supported them at their occasional services 

at St Mark’s. She also visited Northfleet Nursery (who also held celebration services at St Mark’s) and 

has welcomed Lawn School and ‘Little Explorers’ to St Botolph’s for Worship and activities.   A 

Confirmation Service with Bishop Simon was held in March at St Botolph’s Church, attended by 

candidates from Rosherville Primary and St Botolph’s Primary Schools. The annual ‘Northfleet Civic 

Service’ was held at St Botolph’s in September, attended by the Mayor and Mayoress of Gravesham.  

Our sincerest thanks are due to Revd David Scott for taking most of the Sunday services (and all the 

Baptisms!) at St Botolph’s, with occasional help from Revd Liz Chapman, the Archdeacon (Andy 

Wooding Jones) and Revd Philip Davies (Chaplain at Huggens College) who took our Maundy 

Thursday and Easter Dawn services as well as the only wedding in September. St Mark’s welcomed 

Revd Neil Bunker to take their Sunday and mid-week services and sincere thanks are due to him and 

to Rosaline Griffiths (LLM) at St Mark’s.  

Revd Nigel Bourne (Area Dean) gave unending support and encouragement, wise words and advice 

during the year and chaired some PCC meetings and the 2023 AGM. To Nigel and all of those in our 

Deanery and beyond who kept faith with us through prayer and kindness we say ‘thank you’. 

We have continued to build stronger links with the Parish Community, building God’s kingdom in our 

area.  – St Mark’s monthly ‘Coffee Mornings’, St Botolph’s monthly ‘Tuesday Lunch’ and ‘Tuesday 

Tea’ with opportunities for net working at Parish events, including the ‘Northfleet Day’ in June. The 

monthly ‘Who Let the Dads Out’ held in St Botolph’s Hall is a highlight for families and we work 



together with hall hirers to build our links in the area. Our regular events give opportunities to join 

together and raise the profiles of our two churches and we thank the Events Team for their work. 

Ongoing at the end of 2023 are the Organ Restoration Project and the leaking roof in the porch and 

North and South Aisles at St Botolph’s Church.  

During the summer the Parish Profile was written and after interviews in September the Revd Gordon 

MacBean was joyfully appointed as Priest-in-Charge, taking up his ministry at the Licensing Service 

on 2nd December 2023. 

Marion Fielder-White    Lay Minister      

St Botolph’s and St Mark’s,   Northfleet and Rosherville   31st December 2023 

 

TRUSTEES REPORT FOR ST BOTOLPH’S CHURCH 

Since Epiphany 2023 so much once again has happened: 
 
January - A very quite month catching up from the busy December. 
 
February/March - On 27th February we had our Section 11 meeting with Arch Deacon Andy. 
 
April - We had a good response to our Easter celebrations with Philip from Huggens College 
presiding on Maundy Thursday and the Dawn service on Easter Sunday.   We did have the 
hall boiler checked on Maundy Thursday to be told if it failed parts are no longer available so 
the cost would be over twenty thousand pounds! Fingers crossed it still carries on working. 
Our Parish profile was being put together by a group of P.C.C. members. On April 22nd we 
joined in with The Big Local to celebrate Northfleet Day in and around our Church. 
 
May - On 6th we celebrated the Coronation of King Charles III; our newly formed and trained 
(thanks to Keith Tolputt and his team) bellringing team took part in ‘Ring for the King’ and St 
Botolph’s bells rang our across Northfleet once more. The Coronation Bank Holiday clear up 
of the churchyard was amazingly supported. A Memorial Eucharist Service and an unveiling 
of a Reading Chair at St Botolph's School in Memory of Father Cyril took place.  
 
June - We saw the vicarage vacated and given back to the parish. On June 14th our Visitation 
Service was held at Christ Church Gravesend. 
 
July - Our Enchanted Garden was destroyed in parts and a fire took place. The 
advertisement went out and our Parish Profile was distributed for a new Vicar. 
 
August - There was a fire in our Parish at Rose Street with six houses being severely 
damaged. We had a fund raising campaign to help each family. 
 



September - Our school children returned not only attending their first school assembly at 
St Botolph's Church but to be part of the interviewing panel to interview the applicants for 
our new vicar. 
 
October - 2nd October we had an announcement given out at our church on behalf of Bishop 
Jonathan to tell us that the Revd Gordon MacBean had accepted the position in our 
Parish. The renovations in the Vicarage were started by a team from the Diocese.   P A T 
testing took place.  
 
November - Saw Father Gordon and his family move into the vicarage. 
 
December - We have travelled from Epiphany to Advent, and witnessed the Licensing of our 
new Priest In Charge Revd Gordon MacBean on 2nd December 2023. We welcomed him and 
his family over a weekend of celebration. 
 
We had our Fire Safety check also this month which was fine. 
 
Ongoing all year; our Church Mice carry on cleaning gutters, polishing pews, washing linen, 
filling candles with oil, lifting boxes up and down, writing pew sheets, emptying buckets 
which collected the rain water through our roof, arrange flowers through the year and for, 
the festivals. Our cleaner, Julie Frost, keeps our community hall clean for all the groups that 
use it. These Church Mice keep our church going. We are so thankful for all the time they 
give up for us, the St Botolph's Church Family. 
 
Wendy Waller and Pauline Hickmott           St Botolph's Church Wardens.  
 

TRUSTEES REPORT FOR ST MARK’S CHURCH 

At the beginning of 2023 Chubb Heating replaced the faulty fan radiator in the main church 

area.  The system had to be fully drained and refilled.  All radiators throughout the entire 

system were bled and the system is now working efficiently. 

In February we took delivery of a Gravesham Borough Council trade waste bin, as the 

increase in hall users was generating a lot more rubbish. 

In April, following the problems we had been experiencing with our blocked toilets and 

drains, investigation showed that they were blocked with plant roots.  The work to clear the 

roots was completed by C S Drainage at a cost of £260. 

Following the Coronation of King Charles III, the designated volunteer day was very well 

supported.  We had 8 volunteers help clean up the church grounds, including mowing, 

weeding, and cutting back bushes. 

The PCC agreed to the purchase of a printer for the vestry at St Mark’s.  This has been 

installed and we are now printing our own pew sheets and other church items as required. 



On Thursday 4th May, St Mark’s was used as a Polling Station from 6 am to 10 pm.  This 

brings many people from the local area into the church and provides a service to the 

community. 

At the beginning of June, the old fluorescent light tubes in the chair cupboard were replaced 

with new LED light tubes. 

We had professional gardeners come and clear the church grounds, which was paid for by 

donation.  Since then, we have purchased a new lawn mower and extension lead and have 

had two more clean up days keeping the grounds looking much tidier.   

At the end of July, the vicarage was vacated.  With the agreement of the Arch Deacon, we 

arranged for the collection and disposal of some large items which needed to be disposed 

of.  This was paid for the by the Arch Deacons discretionary fund.  We also managed to 

rehome other items, chairs, filing cabinets etc., to the parish of South Gillingham, who 

donated £100 to parish funds. 

In August Mark Trevett, the Diocesan Surveyor, inspected the vicarage.  He advised us that 

the main gate leading to the vicarage should be locked to stop the illegal access of residents 

using it as a thoroughfare to Fountain Walk and for parking.  As this is an emergency access 

route, we have liaised with the Kent Fire & Rescue.  They advised we should use a 

combination lock and give them the code.  This has now been purchased and is in place.  All 

emergency services have been informed of the code.   We have also contacted the council 

to see if they will reinstate the small yellow gate which used to be at the Fountain Walk end 

of the vicarage drive. 

Other work required to the vicarage is now being carried out by the Diocese.  Some work 

has already been done: the clearing of the garden and the draining down of the heating 

system (an insurance requirement for an empty property). 

In September our boiler was serviced, and a liquid inhibitor was added to the system to 

keep debris and corrosion to a minimum. 

In November the wardens did a litter pick of the grounds and tidied the area around the war 

memorial prior to our Remembrance service. We also do regular litter picks of the church 

ground as people are constantly throwing their rubbish in there. 

At the end of November there was an attempt to remove the lead from the Kitchen roof.  

Although unsuccessful, some damage was caused which was repaired by A Wise Roofing at 

a cost of £110. 

 

Keith Major and Sarah Jones                      Church Wardens 

 

 



DEANERY SYNOD REPORT 

The Deanery Synod met on 13 June 2023.  We were informed that we were in a Poly Crisis 
and facing many challenges including movement of ministers and loss of staff.  
 
Rev Trudi Oliver advised us there is a Ministry Experience Course for 18-30 yr olds plus other 
schemes to help with queries/questions from young people speaking to you about their 
vocations and calling to the Ministry. 
 
Rural Dean Nigel Bourne confirmed he has enquired into Self Defence courses but had 
received no response, this was in regard to a Safeguarding question from Fr Michael Payne.  
We were advised of the figures from the Hearing and Speaking God's Word Courses that run 
from Nov 21 - June 22 were 
14 people did the 1st course 
8 people did the 2nd course  
It was deemed this was successful and will be run again from Oct 23 - Jan 24. 
 
The Deanery Synod met again 24.10.23. 
 
Gravesend Daytime Hub:  
Vicki Clark spoke about how local churches initiatives are helping the homeless thru Faith in 
Action 
The Hub works in conjunction with The Sanctuary. 
It uses the same core staff to get to know the people 
The Hub offers basic needs, breakfast and laundry 
People are signposted to help available plus Housing Dept and Addiction info  
The Hub provides a safe place for all, there's usually 25-40 people per drop in session 
The Community Police work with them 
The Hub needs £56k a year to run 
We were asked to keep places like The Hub in our thoughts when arranging our Outreach 
funds.  
 
Ebbsfleet Development  
Arch Deacon Andy Wooding-James reminded us all of Bishop Jonathan's 3 words  
CHANGE SERVE GROW 
 
He asked how do we adjust to the change coming.  The Way marked out is 'Opportunities 
and Challenges  
 
Ebbsfleet is a 15 year development 2015-2030 consisting of 15k homes and 40k people 
Only 3.5k homes have been built so far. The development includes 2 schools Alkerden and 
Rosherville. 
Churches Together is emerging and Charlie Lloyd-Evans is running that. 
If only 1% of the 40k are church goers that's 400 people.  
How do we do this with no resources? 
Arch Deacon Andy said prayers are needed 
 



Election of Officers 
Lay Chair Bob Moreton 
Secretary Deborah Costen 
Treasurer Jan Beckett 
Lay Place (till Aug 24) Peter Harris  
Clergy Place Rural Dean to ask Jim  
 
 
Barbara Osborn and Wendy Waller – Deanery Synod Representatives 
 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING REPORT 

Due to the sad death of our vicar, Cyril Showers, our churches have been through a time of 
change. At the end of the year our new vicar, Gordon MacBean, was appointed through the 
correct process of ‘Safer Recruitment’. Both churches welcomed Gordon and his family in 
December. I have met with Gordon to introduce myself as the Safeguarding Officer. 

This year I resigned as the Lead Recruiter for DBS compliance. Unfortunately, the person 
who was to replace me was unable to continue due to pressures at home. This was a 
worrying time but, thankfully, a new Lead Recruiter and also a Deputy Recruiter came 
forward and will update the DBSs as required by C of E safeguarding rules. 

The Deputy Safeguarding Officers, ie Rosaline and Anne Dennis, have been working with me 
on the Parish Dashboard which has been an interesting and often challenging task; Level 
One was completed and a Safeguarding Folder was placed in both the church offices. In this 
folder is a new Risk Assessment which must be read, checked and signed for each event. As 
before, the Church Wardens or Leader of the event must check through the risk assessment 
and sign it off before the event goes ahead. 

At present we do not work with unaccompanied children in the churches but we must be 
ready to ensure excellent, required safeguarding practice is in place should the situation 
change next year. 

Anne and I attended a lovely service at Rochester Cathedral in the summer and a very 
enjoyable gathering afterwards in the grounds. 

As always, I am very grateful for all the support I receive. 

Gill Graves 

Safeguarding Officer 

 

 



RISK MANAGEMENT 

With the opening of churches following lockdown, Risk Assessments have been drawn up 

for both churches in the Parish based on the regulations laid down by the Church of England 

and Rochester Diocese, and are being strictly adhered to, ensuring that safety is paramount 

to the congregation and clergy alike and that our duty of care for each other is paramount.  

The PCC has complied with the duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy 

Discipline Measure 2016 (duty to have regard to House of Bishops’ guidance on 

safeguarding children and vulnerable adults). 

Approved by the Parochial Church Council and signed on its behalf by: 

Revd Gordon MacBean 

Chair of PCC  

4 April 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 






























