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The end of the first year of COVID left the foodbank in a relatively strong position.  Having relocated the main Foodbank Centre and store to the 
new part of the building, we now have everything in one level area with easier access for clients and easier working conditions for our 
volunteers. It was anticipated that foodbanks would see a marked increase in demand, whilst this has occurred with many foodbanks, here at 
South Gwynedd we have actually seen a small reduction in the number of people receiving three days’ worth of food, from 1062 in 2020/21 to 
895 in 2021/22.  The biggest difference seen was in the amount of food donated to the foodbank, down from 24200kg to 14916 kg – a reduction 
of around 10 tonnes.  

Many of our Agencies had still not returned to normal working practices and were not seeing their clients face to face.  We are pleased that the 
e-referral system has been taken up by many of the Agencies, enabling vouchers to be issued remotely and we would encourage all Agencies 
to move to this system.  We continue to locate Emergency Food Boxes around South Gwynedd which help clients to pick up their food without 
having to travel long distances.  We are grateful to the staff at all of these locations. 

Our team of volunteers continued to work throughout the pandemic, receiving food donations, sorting, checking, storing and packing food 
parcels. Whilst some volunteers have left us, we welcome new volunteers who have joined during the year. 

As we work together towards seeing the UK without the need for foodbanks, we have received a number of opportunities to apply for grants that 
help us fulfil these aims.  A number of these grants encourage the development of food schemes that promote activities that help reduce the 
need for foodbanks. We have been successful in obtaining grants to purchase kitchen equipment with the aim of establishing a ‘Community 
Kitchen’ that can provide free lunches for those in need.  The kitchen will also provide for breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea clubs, bringing 
together people of all ages, helping to reduce loneliness and isolation.  Utilising items from our Community Foodshare Scheme, volunteers will 
be able to produce nourishing meals whilst also reducing the amount of food waste. 

We continue to see clients with the whole range of needs putting them in crisis, unable to afford to buy enough food for themselves and their 
family.  We are anxious to make sure that our clients are receiving all of the income that they are entitle to. The joint project between South 
Gwynedd Foodbank, Arfon Foodbank Gwynedd CAB has enabled us to refer people for help with debts, housing, benefits or other general 
advice. It is planned to continue this aspect of Financial Inclusion as a means to reduce the need for foodbanks. 

No Annual Report would be complete without recognising the valued support that we receive from so many individuals.  Those who regularly 
place their donations in our collection points around South Gwynedd, those who are giving finance through regular monthly donations to our 
Bank, those who have given us generous one-off donations and, of course, the volunteers who serve so willingly week on week.  Thank you to 
you all. 
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Our Trustees: 
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Our Staff: 

 Mr Dave Hooper – Manager.    

 

Our Volunteers: 

 We have a regular weekly rota of volunteers working in the foodbank Centre in Barmouth, receiving the donations, checking use by 
 dates, sorting, placing into store, packing three-day food parcels for clients who come to the Centre and packing the Emergency Food 
 Boxes ready for distribution.  Volunteers collect donations from the various collection points in supermarkets, other shops and 
 churches and deliver them to the Centre, they deliver Emergency Food Boxes to the various locations and man supermarket 
 collections – in all, over 60 people are involved.  We are most grateful to those who allow us to place the Emergency Food Boxes at 
 their premises and take the time to serve our clients often interrupting their business activities. 

 

Agencies 

We now have over 70 Agencies registered with us who can hold and issue vouchers to clients although but not all are currently active.  
It is the Agencies who are in regular contact with their clients, know individual's circumstances and determine when help is needed.   

 The more active Agencies include:   

 Adra   Age Cymru  Barnardo's  Cais 

 CAB   Cyfle Support Services GISDA   Gorwel Domestic Abuse Service 

 Grwp Cynefin  Health Visitors  Hafal   Community Mental Health Teams  

 Hafan Cymru  Shelter Cymru  PCSO's   Social Services – numerous   
          departments 

 Housing Officers  Job Centres  Church Ministers  Job Centres 

 The Probation Service North Wales Housing Association 

 

Facts and Figures (to end March 2022): 

 

    All time      2020-2021 2021-2022 

 

People fed   7080 (5302 Adults + 1778 Children)   1062  895 

 

Food donated   111168 Kg     24200 Kg  14916 

Food distributed   102542Kg     18185 Kg  16560 

Food stock in hand     8626 kg 

 

   

 

 






