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In a year which has seen the celebration of 100 years of having a public library in Street, the Friends have 
continued to provide support for our library. 

We have maintained the provision of the local newspapers, thanks in part to a grant from Street Parish 
Council. The Council also managed to secure a donation of two national daily papers from Premier Stores in
Street, which have proved very popular with the users of the library. We are very grateful for all this help.

Marilyn, our volunteer coordinator, has been doing a fantastic job of ensuring that we meet our commitment 
to provide customer support volunteers to work alongside the librarian each afternoon. A new library 
management system was introduced in all libraries across Somerset around this time last year. This meant 
that all staff and volunteers had to be trained to use the new system, which led to a few of our volunteers 
deciding that the role was no longer for them. Marilyn did a brilliant job of ensuring that all the volunteers 
had a chance to become familiar with the new system and were confident to work with it when it went live. 
After a few ‘teething problems’ everything seems to be working well, and we have been fortunate enough to 
have some wonderful new volunteers to ensure we always have full cover.

The Friends have continued to organise many children’s activities during the holiday periods, as well as 
providing prizes for treasure hunts and competitions. This year we have also been able to offer some very 
popular activities for adults. We hope to be able to develop some new ideas to build on this further.

Due to changes in the fire evacuation regulations for the Parish Building, we have been unable to use the 
upstairs rooms for any of our activities. This has restricted our ability to offer as many activities as we would
have liked. This has also led to the popular Booker book group and Poetry group having to hold their 
meetings in the downstairs library space. Whilst this space is a bit more limited, it has been working well so 
far. Some of the members of these groups have been encouraged to join the Friends, which has been a 
welcome boost to our membership, for which we are very grateful.

Once again, we were able to support the library with the annual Summer Reading Challenge. The theme for 
2024 was ‘Marvellous Makers’ for which we donated several books and organised related activities and 
competitions. Sadly, I think the main winners of the sunflower competition were the slugs, although there 
were some very impressive successful entries. The banner which hangs on the outside of the library to 
promote the Summer Reading Challenge was unfortunately damaged during bad weather and we are in the 
process of purchasing a new one in time for the 2025 event.

In November 2024 there was a celebration of the Street Library’s centenary. An incredible cake was supplied
by Johanne Saunders, which tasted every bit as good as it looked. The event was attended by members of 
Street Parish Council, Somerset Library Service and many of the Friends of Street Library, including a few 
of the founding members. It was lovely to see everyone there and the display of photos of the library through
the years sparked many interesting stories and discussions.

Negotiations are already underway for the renewal of the Community Library Partnership contract, which is 
due to be signed in 2026. We are very proud of the way that Street has been able to thrive as a community 
library and look forward to that continuing well into the future.

Thinking of the future, the Friends of Street Library really need your help. Despite the fact that we have over
seventy current members, we only ever seem to see around 6-10 people at our meetings, usually the same 6-
10 faces every time. We don’t expect everyone to join us at every meeting, but a few fresh faces would be 



very welcome, we are always on the lookout for some new ideas of things we could be doing to encourage 
people to come into our library. In addition, when we do put on events, we usually have the same small 
group of people doing all the work to organise and run things, again it would be lovely to see some new 
helpers. So, if you feel you may be able to play a more active role in how the Friends is run, or have some 
fresh ideas for activities or fundraisers, please let us know. We can’t keep doing this without you, I look 
forward to meeting more of you soon.

Finally, I would like to say a massive thank you to all our committee, trustees and Street Parish Council, 
without your support none of this would be possible. 

Sarah Ivory

Chair




