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Legal form ClO
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BA16 OSN
Phone +441458443814
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Activities

Objects: THE OBJECTS OF THE CIO ARETO ADVANCE THE EDUCATION OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC
IN STREET SOMERSET AND THE SURROUNDING AREA BY SUPPORTING THE PROVISION OF A
LENDING LIBRARY.NOTHING IN THIS CONSTITUTION SHALL AUTHORISE AN APPLICATION OF THE
PROPERTY OF THE CIO FOR PURPOSES WHICH ARE NOT CHARITABLE.

Activities: As a member of the Street Community Library Partnership we support the provision of public
library services in Street, Somerset by:Recruiting, training, coordinating and supporting volunteers;
organising activities and events;supplying extra books and equipment;providing publicity for Street
Community Library Partnership;Liaising with other related organisations

Classification

* How: Provides Other Finance, Provides Services, Provides Advocacy/advice/information
* What: General Charitable Purposes, Arts/culture/heritage/science, Recreation

* Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, People Of A Particular Ethnic
Or Racial Origin, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, The General Public/mankind
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* Somerset

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets
2025-04-05 £1,966 £1,940
2024-04-05 £2,423 £1,730
2023-04-05 £2,104 £1,922
2022-04-05 £1,691 £1,371

2021-04-05 £145 £269
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Friends of Street Library Annual Report 2025

In a year which has seen the celebration of 100 years of having a public library in Street, the Friends have
continued to provide support for our library.

We have maintained the provision of the local newspapers, thanks in part to a grant from Street Parish
Council. The Council also managed to secure a donation of two national daily papers from Premier Stores in
Street, which have proved very popular with the users of the library. We are very grateful for all this help.

Marilyn, our volunteer coordinator, has been doing a fantastic job of ensuring that we meet our commitment
to provide customer support volunteers to work alongside the librarian each afternoon. A new library
management system was introduced in all libraries across Somerset around this time last year. This meant
that all staff and volunteers had to be trained to use the new system, which led to a few of our volunteers
deciding that the role was no longer for them. Marilyn did a brilliant job of ensuring that all the volunteers
had a chance to become familiar with the new system and were confident to work with it when it went live.
After a few ‘teething problems’ everything seems to be working well, and we have been fortunate enough to
have some wonderful new volunteers to ensure we always have full cover.

The Friends have continued to organise many children’s activities during the holiday periods, as well as
providing prizes for treasure hunts and competitions. This year we have also been able to offer some very
popular activities for adults. We hope to be able to develop some new ideas to build on this further.

Due to changes in the fire evacuation regulations for the Parish Building, we have been unable to use the
upstairs rooms for any of our activities. This has restricted our ability to offer as many activities as we would
have liked. This has also led to the popular Booker book group and Poetry group having to hold their
meetings in the downstairs library space. Whilst this space is a bit more limited, it has been working well so
far. Some of the members of these groups have been encouraged to join the Friends, which has been a
welcome boost to our membership, for which we are very grateful.

Once again, we were able to support the library with the annual Summer Reading Challenge. The theme for
2024 was ‘Marvellous Makers’ for which we donated several books and organised related activities and
competitions. Sadly, I think the main winners of the sunflower competition were the slugs, although there
were some very impressive successful entries. The banner which hangs on the outside of the library to
promote the Summer Reading Challenge was unfortunately damaged during bad weather and we are in the
process of purchasing a new one in time for the 2025 event.

In November 2024 there was a celebration of the Street Library’s centenary. An incredible cake was supplied
by Johanne Saunders, which tasted every bit as good as it looked. The event was attended by members of
Street Parish Council, Somerset Library Service and many of the Friends of Street Library, including a few
of the founding members. It was lovely to see everyone there and the display of photos of the library through
the years sparked many interesting stories and discussions.

Negotiations are already underway for the renewal of the Community Library Partnership contract, which is
due to be signed in 2026. We are very proud of the way that Street has been able to thrive as a community
library and look forward to that continuing well into the future.

Thinking of the future, the Friends of Street Library really need your help. Despite the fact that we have over
seventy current members, we only ever seem to see around 6-10 people at our meetings, usually the same 6-
10 faces every time. We don’t expect everyone to join us at every meeting, but a few fresh faces would be



very welcome, we are always on the lookout for some new ideas of things we could be doing to encourage
people to come into our library. In addition, when we do put on events, we usually have the same small
group of people doing all the work to organise and run things, again it would be lovely to see some new
helpers. So, if you feel you may be able to play a more active role in how the Friends is run, or have some
fresh ideas for activities or fundraisers, please let us know. We can’t keep doing this without you, I look
forward to meeting more of you soon.

Finally, I would like to say a massive thank you to all our committee, trustees and Street Parish Council,
without your support none of this would be possible.

Sarah Ivory

Chair



Friends of Street Library final accounts for the year 2024 - 2025

Income and expenditure for the year 6/4/2024 - 5/4/2025

Income Expenditure
Cash in bank (06/04/2024) Reading/writing challenges/activities
Current a/c 7450.48-  Resources for library
Cash in hand 200.54-  Quiz prizes
Insurance 27/05/2024
2024-2025 subs paid early 80.00 Sundries
Subs since 06/04/2023 987.00-  Newspaper money to library
Donations 55.50 fostl.org.uk renewal from 123-reg
Income from stalls 73.20 Stationery, postage etc
Quiz sales 202.50
Gift Aid 168.00 -
Newspaper donations etc 400.27
Total Income 1966.47 - Cash in bank (05/04/2025)
Total Expenditure 1940.19
Surplus 26.28 Current a/c
Cash in hand
Total 9617.49  Total

Signed:  Peter Fry (Treasurer) Date 4 / ut / 2005
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Independent examiner’s report

I have examined the above accounts of the Friends of Street Library for the period
06/04/2024 until 05/04/2025 (the end of their normal accounting period) and compared
them with the books and records of the charity. I confirm they are in accordance therewith
and with the explanations given.

Julie Hillman _ {10¢ # J iefun
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Friends of Street Library Annual Report 2024

This year has seen a continued increase in numbers of visitors and new members signing up in the library.
Volunteer hours are up and there are many new activities on offer, thanks in large part to the hard work and
dedication of our volunteer co-ordinator, Marilyn. All this despite some major challenges, including the
closure of the Crispin shopping centre, affecting the access to the library from the High Street and also
removing the parking available to the volunteers working in the library. The much-publicised problems for
Somerset Council are leading to some reductions in funding for services. Happily, as a Community Library,
Street will be spared some of the cutbacks but there will be inevitable budget restrictions.

As usual, we have offered regular craft activities for children during the holidays and provided prizes for
the competitions run by the library. This year we are running a Giant Sunflower competition over the
summer, giving seeds to children on production of their library cards. Watch out for all the photos in
September! Our Christmas Story Time was a huge success this year. We had Kirsty and Jenny who did a
fantastic job reading a number of stories and even including some songs to a packed audience before they all
had hot chocolate and cookies.

The Summer Reading Challenge in 2023 was very popular. Over 230 children signed up to take part in the
challenge and medals were handed out to those who completed before the deadline. The theme was ‘Get Set
Read’, the Friends donated a number of books to support the scheme as well as organising activities in the
library. We are now gearing up for the 2024 Summer Reading Challenge with the theme ‘Marvellous
Makers’.

The Friends continued to offer several Author Talks in the library during 2023 and we are just starting out
on a new series of talks during 2024.

We were given the chance to publicise what we do and what the library has to offer at the Merriman Park
Fun Day in September and the Street Parish Council ‘Discover Your Community’ event in March. We were
also invited to attend the Family Fun Day at Brookside Academy, we supplied a Lego activity day which
was very rewarding and we have been invited to do it again this year. We are also hoping to share a stall with
Street Parish Council at the market on the High Street in the summer. Many thanks again to all the
volunteers who gave up their time to help man these events.

In addition to these activities, The Friends have provided items for the library to help with displays and
storage. We provided a new magazine rack to display the papers along with a varied selection of magazines
which are generously donated by members of the Friends. We are also in the process of a purchasing some
display stands for the leaflets in the foyer area which should not only make it easier for customers to see the
leaflets but also make the area look a little tidier. Thanks to some very generous grants from Street Parish
Council and Clarks Village we have been able to ensure the continued provision of newspapers in the
library, despite a surprising number of price increases through the year.

None of this would have been possible without the support of all of our members, trustees, committee and
Street Parish Council, thank you to you all.

Sarah Ivory

Chair



Friends of Street Library final accounts for the year 2023 - 24

Income and expenditure for the year 6/4/2023 — 5/4/2024

Income

Cash in bank

Expenditure

(06/04/2023) Reading/writing challenges 303.12

Current a/c 6900.75 Resources for library 337.54

Cash in hand 56.53 CC charges 0.50
Quiz prizes 30.00

2024-25 subs paid early 80.00 Insurance 154.56

Subs since 06/04/2023 780.00 Sundries 247.29

Donations 255.50 Newspaper money to library 532.14

Income from stalls 224 .85 Transfers cash to c/a 125.00

Quiz sales 223.40

Gift Aid 155.16

Newspaper donations 579.98

Transfers c/a to cash 125.00

Total Income 2423.89 Cash in bank (05/04/2024)

Total Expenditure 1730.15

Surplus 693.74 Current a/c 7450.48
Cash in hand 200.54

Total 9381.17 Total 9381.17

Signed:  Peter Fry (Treasurer) /@% Date (] ] a&z W Zq_

Independent examiner’s report
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I have examined the above accounts of the Friends of Street Library for the period

06/04/2023 until 05/04/2024 (the end of their normal accounting period) and compared

them with the books and records of the charity. I confirm they are in accordance therewith

and with the explanations given.

Julie Hillman _MM

Date W o, 2004
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Friends of Street Library Annual Report for the year ending 5t April 2023

This year has seen a return to ‘normal service’, although there is still some caution as Covid
appears to be here to stay.

The library is fully up and running again and, despite all the challenges, is thriving. A recent
meeting of members of the Community Library Partnership revealed that Street Library is
performing particularly well amongst Somerset Community Libraries. Across the county
numbers are down around 27% compared with pre-pandemic figures, Street has managed to
achieve figures only 7% down. This is due to a magnificent effort by our librarians and
wonderful volunteers as well as all the work carried out by the Friends.

Throughout the year the Friends have organised several very successful craft events, usually
having at least one activity to coincide with each of the school holidays and major events.
Thanks go to all those volunteers who gave up their time to help at these events. Prizes have
also been provided for all the competitions and treasure hunts organised in the library. We
finally managed a return of the Christmas bedtime story event in 2022. We used a
professional performer to read the stories which provided great entertainment. We were a
little disappointed with the number who failed to attend, despite having been fully booked
with several on a waiting list, however those who did manage to join us had a wonderful
time and we received some very positive feedback.

The Summer Reading Challenge in 2022 was very popular. Over 200 children signed up to
take part in the challenge and 135 medals were handed out to those who completed before
the deadline. We were very fortunate to have the services of the library outreach officer who
visited all the local schools to introduce the challenge with the theme ‘Gadgeteers’. The
Friends donated several books to the library to support this theme. For the launch day in July
there was a display of interesting and intriguing gadgets, many of which had been donated
by members of the Friends. While there was some debate on whether one or two items were
technically gadgets or tools, the display stimulated a great deal of interest among visitors,
with some very imaginative suggestions for what the gadgets were used for. We are now
looking forward to this year’s reading challenge.

The Friends organised a number of successful author talks in the library during 2022 and we
are just starting out on a new series of talks during 2023. There are also plans for some
writing workshops to be held in the library, both for children and adults.

The Friends have taken part in some community events in Street, most notably the
Merriman Park Fun Day in September and the Street Parish Council ‘Discover Your
Community’ event in February. Many thanks again to all the volunteers who gave up their
time to help man these events. We were given a great opportunity to promote the library and



all it has to offer. It was also a chance to remind everyone that the Friends still need support
and are always ready to welcome new members and volunteers to work in the library.

In addition to all of these activities, The Friends have helped to provide items for the library
to help with displays and storage. When Somerset Libraries decided they would no longer
pay for the provision of newspapers in libraries The Friends agreed that this was a vital
service in Street Library and have ensured the continued provision of a paper every day. We
were successful in obtaining some generous donations from a couple of local businesses
which will ensure funding for most of this year, but, with ever increasing costs, we are
searching for further funding from other sources to enable us to continue to provide the
newspapers long term.

Somerset Libraries organised a Community Library event in Taunton in September 2022.
This was a session which involved community libraries from across Somerset being able to
share ideas and information and was a very useful chance to find out how the different
community libraries operate. It really highlighted how very fortunate we are in Street to have
such a lovely library space, professional and enthusiastic librarians together with dedicated
volunteers and the support of the Parish Council, and of course great support from all the
members of the Friends.

Towards the end of 2023 The Friends of Street Library will be celebrating the 10™
anniversary of our formation, so much has changed in that time. We have moved from
supporting a County Library with craft events and fundraising activities to being a part of the
Community Library Partnership; narrowly avoiding losing a library in Street altogether,
moving from the old building into a very much reduced space and then into the bright,
inviting new library following so much building work. We provide volunteers every
afternoon to support the library staff and look forward to celebrating how much has been
achieved in keeping a vibrant and much used library in Street.

Sarah Ivory
Chair



Friends of Street Library final accounts for the year 2022 - 2023

Income and expenditure for the year 6/4/2022 — 5/4/2023

Income Expenditure
Cash in bank (06/04/2022) Printing costs
Reserve alc 0.00 Hall / facility hire
Current alc 6688.61 Stationery, postage etc
Cash in hand 87.01 Reading/writing challenges
2023-2024 subs paid early 70.00 Resources for library
Subs since 06/04/2022 800.00 Website costs
Donations 64.88 Quiz prizes
Income from stalls 80.35 Insurance 27/05/2022
Quiz sales 302.00 Sundries
Items sales 70.00 Refreshment costs
Refreshment sales 0.00 Newspaper money to library
Refunds 0.00
Gift Aid 132.50
Newspaper donations etc 584.66
Total Income 2104.39 Cash in bank (05/04/2023)
Total Expenditure 1922.73 Reserve alc
Surplus 181.66 Current alc

Cash in hand
Total 8880.01 Total

Signed: Peter Fry (Treasurer)

Date '] 4‘[20&5
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Independent examiner’s report

I have examined the above accounts of the Friends of Street Library for the period
06/04/2022 until 05/04/2023 (the end of their normal accounting period) and compared
them with the books and records of the charity. I confirm they are in accordance therewith
and with the explanations given.

Julie Hillman A:Ag‘ q g, i :13/\

Date i ou., 23
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Friends of Street Library Annual Report for the year ending 5™ April 2022

Another strange year for us all with the pandemic causing so much uncertainty. However, it looks as if
normality is returning, even if it is not quite the normality we remember.

We began the year with the library only open for ‘click and collect’ service and have worked our way
through various restrictions and conditions and now, as we end the year, the library is fully open with no
restrictions, although there is still a very high degree of caution around.

All the uncertainty and restrictions have limited our activity through the year. The members have managed
to continue to meet monthly via Zoom, which, although far from ideal, has allowed us to keep up to date and
share our thoughts and ideas. The trustees have finally been able to hold a face-to-face meeting after several
virtual meetings, ensuring that FoStL keep working toward the goals we set when we became a CIO. The
regular meetings with the library staff have been reinstated, allowing us to continue to provide the resources
needed by them. We were very pleased that a high number of people maintained their membership and their
subscriptions have helped to boost our funds in a year in which we were unable to hold many fundraising
events.

The Summer Reading Challenge was somewhat different from what we have been able to do in previous
years. Because of the restrictions in place at the time, we were unable to visit any of the local schools and
numbers were severely limited within the library, so most of the “Wild World Heroes’ challenge was run
online. Because the numbers participating were collected centrally by Somerset Libraries, we do not have
the individual figures for Street this year. We were only able to organise one craft session in the library
during the summer holidays and Covid fears seemed to affect the numbers attending. However, thanks to
Hindhayes School Holiday Club there were enough children to make it a success. We hope that in 2022 we
will be able to provide more activities in the library and help to raise the profile of the Summer Reading
Challenge once more.

In September we were able to participate in the Merriman Park Fun Day. This was a fun event on a beautiful
day, and we were able to provide storytelling and competitions, as well as quizzes and a second-hand book
stall. All of which helped to provide some much-needed funds and to maintain our profile in the area. We
are very grateful to Kate Midgely who has designed a flyer to highlight the presence of the library in Street,
this has been printed and distributed throughout the area.

Other events planned for December and January were sadly cancelled because of rising infection rates and
fears of another lockdown. Fortunately, we have been able to rearrange the author talk to follow our AGM
and are looking forward to several future events.

During this year we were able to provide some books for the Summer Reading Challenge, as well as
donating several prizes for the writing competitions and treasure hunts organised by the library staff. We
made a donation towards providing new blinds in the library. We also agreed to provide some sponsorship
for the first Strode Literary festival which took place over the first weekend in April. A number of
workshops for both adults and children were held in the library over the weekend, which has helped to raise
the profile of both the library and the Friends. A stall was set up at Strode Theatre during the festival,
manned by volunteers from FoStL, which we hope will yield some new members, and make more people
aware that the library is fully open for business again.

Throughout the year Liza Markham has continued to provide her very popular quizzes, including one
specifically for the Literature Festival. These helped to raise further funds for the library.



We are very pleased that as the library opens up again most of the usual activities are returning to normal
business, in particular the book groups and poetry group. The Digital Den, offering 3D pen activities and
video games, has started again as well as Lego Club. We have also been fortunate enough to have students
from Strode College on work experience who have been offering IT help to customers.

Sadly, in September, our chair, Claire Axton, announced her intention to step down in December after
several years of invaluable work ensuring that a library continued to exist in Street. As part of her role was
to train and coordinate the volunteers for the library, she took the decision to separate this role from the chair
and invited Marilyn Fletcher to take over. Marilyn has made a great success of this task, organising the
weekly rota of volunteers for the library, as well as ensuring that any new volunteers receive all the training
they need to join the team. Volunteer numbers have been depleted during the pandemic and Marilyn has
been very active in further recruitment to ensure we are able to keep the library open. Sarah Ivory agreed to
step into the role of chair for the remaining part of the year, and with immeasurable help from Peter Fry and
Angela Southern, FoStL has continued its work.

In conclusion we look forward to the coming year as an opportunity to resume ‘normal service’. We hope to
have a new chair confirmed at our AGM, some new trustees appointed and lots more activities planned,
which will enable us to raise the funds to support the library and ensure it continues to provide such an
essential service for Street.



Friends of Street Library final accounts for the year 2021 - 2022

Income and expenditure for the year 6/4/2021 — 5/4/2022

Income

Cash in bank (06/04/2021)

Reserve alc 0.00
Current a/c 6332.48
Cash in hand 122.99
2022-2023 subs paid early 80.00
Subs since 06/04/2020 805.00
Donations 388.00
Income from stalls 58.00
Quiz sales 124.00
Book sales 0.00
Refreshment sales 0.00
Refunds 24.93
Gift Aid 211.53
Total Income 1691.46
Total Expenditure 1371.31
Surplus 320.15
Total 8146.93

Expenditure

Printing costs

Hall / facility hire
Stationery, postage etc
Reading/writing challenges
Resources for library
Website costs

Quiz prizes

Insurance 13/05/2021
Sundries

Refreshment costs

Cash in bank (05/04/2022)
Reserve a/c

Current a/c
Cash in hand

Total

81.00
156.00
14.04
371.90
634.86
0.00
20.00
150.83
83.68
0.00

0.00
6688.61
87.01

8146.93

Signed: Peter Fry (Treasurer)

Independent examiner’s report

Y,

Date 2 7}[ Hﬁo 22

I have examined the above accounts of the Friends of Street Library for the period
06/04/2021 until 05/04/2022 (the end of their normal accounting period) and
compared them with the books and records of the charity. I confirm they are in
accordance therewith and with the explanations given.

Julie Hillman _cheloe di—pon

Date o .o DL
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Friends of Street Library Annual Report to 5™ April 2021
The year began and ended with the library being ‘Locked Down’.

However, thankfully some really good things happened during this strange
and unpredictable time.

In June 2020 the Partnership Agreement was fully updated and
implemented to include Friends of Street Library as a full partner. Our role
is to support the library with resources, publicity and most importantly, by
providing volunteers. There are two types of volunteers, those who are
fully trained and volunteer for duties on a regular basis to ensure that the
library is properly staffed, and those who volunteer on occasions to plan
and organise special events such as family craft mornings, coffee
mornings, and fund raising events. Both are equally important and we
hope that both will continue as lockdown comes to an end.

The building work in the Library and Parish rooms was completed in
November. This was a very exciting time as all the partners came together
to make it happen. We now have a library fit for purpose with many
exciting opportunities ahead. At present the library is operating a ‘Click
and Collect’ service but we are hopeful of further developments soon.

Staff had been working from home, and keeping in touch with all
stakeholders, but are now back in the building.

During December, when the building was first completed, we had a short
time of the library being open for customers albeit with Covid restrictions.
Volunteers were part of this service and it was working well. As volunteer
coordinator | gave training to them before they started and people were
pleased to be back. Sadly this did not last for long but it gave a flavour of
exciting times ahead.

During this year the Trustees of FoStL have been concerned about losing
members because of the lack of activity. In order to ameliorate this we
have continued to meet regularly by Zoom and recently we have held
monthly meetings to keep everyone up to date and share our thoughts.
These meetings have been encouraging, although we are clear that there
is still more to do.

We are pleased that some of the reading groups have continued using
technology and we would like to thank those members involved.

In conclusion, we are looking forward to brighter days, knowing that
despite the pandemic we have managed to get the groundwork in place for
our new library to thrive and go from strength to strength.

Claire Axten
Chair
Friends of Street Library



Friends of Street Library final accounts for the year 2020 - 2021

Income and expenditure for the
period 6/4/2020 - 5/4/2021

income Expenditure
Cash in bank (06/04/2020) Prep. for new building 69.04
Current a/c 6436.13 Website costs 28.78
Cash in hand 144.12 Quiz prizes 10.00
Subs since 01/04/2020 95.00 Insurance 08/04/2020 150.83
Donations 50.00 Sundries 11.13
Refreshment costs 0.00
Cash in bank (05/04/2021)
Reserve alc 0.00
Current a/c 6332.48
Cash in hand 122.99
Total 6725.25 Total 6725.25
Signed:  Peter Fry (Treasurer) %/ Date 7/ 4"/ / 02|
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Independent examiner’s report

I have examined the above accounts of the Friends of Street Library for the period
06/04/2020 until 05/04/2021 (the end of their normal accounting period) and
compared them with the books and records of the charity. I confirm they are in
accordance therewith and with the explanations given.

Julie Hillman Q{MM

Date ol . ou 2
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