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Who are we?

The Riverside Parents & Carers Association (RPCA) is a CIO, charity providing free

services for children under the age of 5 years old and their families in the London

Borough of Southwark.

Registration Number: 1184485

Our aims are:

To provide free regular soft play sessions for under 5s and their parents/carers. We want to
keep our sessions free and open to all local families from any social background.

To encourage low-income and economically deprived families to engage in a community 

activity and have access to help and assistance from other services offered by the London 

Borough of Southwark where necessary.

For all families to keep engaging and attending our sessions to receive support from their 

peers, our staff and other professional experts in child development in order to help identify 

families with additional need that we may be able to support and/or refer.
Our staff members provide a safe, stimulating environment for our families to play, learn

and develop and a great platform for parents to meet other parents. Staff members are fully 

trained to safeguard all children attending our sessions and to help our local families, their 

babies and young children to achieve the best start in life.

Sessions are held at Salmon Youth Centre, 43 Old Jamaica Road SE16 4TE
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How we operate?

We currently have 3 Trustees, who meet regularly typically on a monthly basis along 

with our Operations Manager.

We regularly advertise and promote the need for additional volunteers and committee 

members.  We are actively looking to add Trustees to our board

Any Trustee / Committee member must declare any relevant personal interest. 

Address: Tayler Bradshaw Accountants

16 High Street

SAFFRON WALDEN

CB10 1AX

Phone: 07538726555

Email: info@riversidesoftplay.co.uk

Website: www.riversidesoftplay.co.uk

Trustees

Linda Hudson 

Nathan John  

Roger O'Sullivan 
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Q3 2022

July – September

ACHIEVEMENTS, PERFORMANCE 
& PUBLIC BENEFIT 



Quantitative Data for Q3 2022 
Total # of Children aged 0-5 years Visits by month

Figures taken from booking form - children only who attended

Average of 364 visits per month (of which ~92% Kids from SE16 and SE1 Postcode)
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Quantitative Data for Q3 2022
New registrations

Figures taken from booking form - children only who attended

Total new family registrations over the quarter: 83
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ACHIEVEMENTS, PERFORMANCE 
& PUBLIC BENEFIT 

Q4 2022 

October - December
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Quantitative Data for Q4 2022 
Total # of Children aged 0-5 years Visits by month

Figures taken from booking form - children only who attended

Average of 443 visits per month (of which ~92% Kids from SE16 and SE1 Postcode)

SE16 SE1 OTHER

Breakdown of Visits by Child’s Post Code

Visits in October Visits in DecemberVisits in November
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Did not run in 
Dec due to lack 

of funding
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Quantitative Data for Q4 2022
New registrations

Figures taken from booking form - children only who attended

Total new family registrations over the quarter: 71
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FREE Soft Play Sessions for children 0-5 years old

This quarter, was a very hard one as our las long funding from Bermondsey 

and Rotherhithe Children centre has stopped at the end of September and we 

were still waiting for a date to pitch for Tideway community funding.  

Trustees decided to use our reserves to keep providing our much needed free 

sessions for the local children and their families and if the constant rise cost of 

living and energy we wanted to make sure children had a place to play safely 

indoors.

Unfortunately at mid November we found out that we weren’t successful and 

we made the hard decision to close our sessions at the end of November. 

We had 99 children attending that last session and a huge support for the 

community including Southwark News that came invited by a group of parents 

that wanted to be vocal against of the cuts. 

We also were so happy that Salmon Youth Centre offered the hall free of cost 

for our Christmas Party and that once more Team London Bridge continuing 

excelling themselves in provide better for our community and donated 

presents for all the children. 

Soft play sessions at Salmon Centre – October  -  December 2022 
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Q1 2023

January – March

ACHIEVEMENTS, PERFORMANCE 
& PUBLIC BENEFIT 



FREE Soft Play Sessions for children 0-5 years old

After the closing of our sessions last November, we were invited to a meeting 

at Southwark Council and offered an Emergency Funding to keep sessions 

open from January to June 2023 to support families to have a warm, safe and 

clean space to take their children twice a week and that Community Action 

Southwark would support us on a new path to find new funds and to create 

next steps for the charity to become more sustainable. 

We are so grateful for Anood Al Samerai and all her efforts past and present 

to keep our sessions open for the community; 

Thank you for all the support offered from the local families via kind messages 

and generous donations to our Crowdfunding page and also for Southwark 

News and their support in telling the story for the Soft Play sessions in 

Bermondsey.

Soft play sessions at Salmon Centre – January – March  2023 



Quantitative Data for Q1 2023
Total # of Children aged 0-5 years Visits by month

Figures taken from booking form - children only who attended

Average of 352 visits per month (of which ~93% Kids from SE16 and SE1 Postcode)
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Breakdown of Visits by Child’s Post Code

Visits in Jan Visits in MarVisits in Feb
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Quantitative Data for Q1 2023
New registrations

Figures taken from booking form - children only who attended

Total new family registrations over the quarter: 110
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Q2 2023
April – June

ACHIEVEMENTS, PERFORMANCE 
& PUBLIC BENEFIT 
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Quantitative Data for Q2 2021 (Covid-19 Measures)

Total # of Children aged 0-5 years Visits by month

Breakdown of Visits by Child’s Post Code

Visits in April Visits in June

Figures taken from booking form - children only who attended

Average of 93 visits per month (of which ~94% Kids from SE16 and SE1 Postcode
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Quantitative Data for Q2 2021 (Covid-19 Measures)

New registrations

Figures taken from booking form - children only who attended

Total new family registrations over the quarter: 61
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Soft Play sessions already provide a huge range of skills from babies 

to children 4/5 years old to confidently develop their:

Gross motor skills: like crawling, walking, running, jumping, 

hopping, skipping, creeping and slithering, spinning, turning, twisting, 

pushing and pulling. 

Hand eye coordination: like Throwing and catching a ball, bouncing 

balls, tossing a small bag/ball through hoops, rolling a ball to hit down 

bottles (bowling) , stringing beads and building a tower block.  

Balance Walking on a line, stepping stones, adding movements to a 

pose ( yoga poses) , obstacle course, crab walk (walking sideways) , 

sitting /bouncing/hopping on big exercise balls, hopscotch jumping , 

bowling trampoline, skipping rope.

But during Sport day we set up equipment in different ways and add 

extra opportunities through play time for them to master different 

essential skills for the school readiness for their lives. 

Soft play sessions 

Soft Play Planning and Development Outcomes and 
Equality Impact



Profit and Loss Statement
Riverside Parents and Carers Association
Year ended 30th June 2023

Funding / Monies Received
Funding Grants + Donations 43,596.36  

Total Funding / Monies Received 43,596.36  

Expenses
Salaries 26,515.60  
Rent 13,615.00  
Other Expenses 7,570.67    

Total Expenses 47,701.27  

Surplus for the Year (4,104.91)   

Opening bank balance 16,269.26  

Closing bank balance 12,164.35  



 

Registered to carry on audit work in the UK by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales 
Registered Office: Building 2, 30 Friern Park, North Finchley, London N12 9DA 

Directors:  D.L. Watts FCA   R. Knight FCCA ATII   P. Raval FCA 
47 Topsfield Parade, Crouch End, London, N8 8PT 

Telephone: 020 8340 4779   Fax: 020 8340 0190  Email: crouchend@newtonandgarner.co.uk 
Registered in England & Wales No: 5963019 

 

Independent Examiner’s Report to the trustees of Riverside Parents and Carers Association 
 
I report on the accounts of the above Charity for the year ended 30th June 2023.  
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner  
 
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity’s trustees 
consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the charities Act 2011 (the 
2011 Act) and that an independent examination is needed. 
 
 It is my responsibility to: 
 

 examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act 
 to follow the procedures laid down in the general direction given by the commission under 

section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act 
 to state whether particular matters have come to my attention 

 
 Basis of independent examiner’s report 
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the Charity 
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from you as trustees 
concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would 
be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 
‘true and fair view’ and the report is limited to those matters set out in the next statement. 
 
 Independent examiner’s statement 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 
(1)  which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:  

 to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 130 of the 2011 Act and 
 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the 

accounting requirements of the 2011 Act 
have not been met or 

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of 
the accounts to be reached 
 
 
 
David Watts FCA 
Newton & Garner Ltd 
47 Topsfield Parade  
Tottenham Lane 
Hornsey 
London 
N8 8PT 
1st May 2024 


